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PREFACE. 


THE  following  difcourfes  I  commit  tO' 
the  public  with  diffidence.  There  u 
no  fpecies  of  compofition  which  it  is  more 
difficult  to  execute  well,  fo  as,  at  once,  to 
edify  and  pleafe — to  give  the  grace  of  no- 
velty to  old  and  trite  truths — and  to  add  the 
decent  and  lawful  embellifhments  of  art  to 
the  fimplicity  of  the  gofpel.  Stile  is  fo 
much  an  objeft  of  cultivation,  in  the  pre- 
fent  age,  that  the  moft  ferious  and  intereft- 
ing  truths  are  no  longer  well  received,  un- 
lefs  conveyed  in  an  agreeable  manner.  I 
have  endeavored,  in  this  refpecl,  to  confult 
the  public  tafte,  without  facrificing  to  it^ 
however;  the  plainnefs  and  gravity  of  evaa- 
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gelic~truth.  As  far  as  I  have  been  able,  I 
have  ftudied  to  unite  the  fimplicity  that  be- 
comes the  pulpit,  along  with  a  portion  of 
that  elegance  that  is  now  fo  loudly  demand- 
ed in  every  kind  of  writing.  The  fubjefls 
of  difcourfe  I  have  felecled  with  as  much  va- 
riety as  pofiible,  arid  have  endeavored  to 
adapt  to  them  a  correfpondent  variety  of 
ftile. 

The  French  preachers,  who  flourifiied  at 
the  clcfe  of  the  laft,  and  the  commencement 
of  the  prefent  century,  I  have,  from  an  early 
period  of  life,  admired  for  a  certain  fervor 
in  their  facred  eloquence,  which  the  Englifli, 
too  frequently^  want.  This  manner  I  aim- 
ed, in  fome  degree,  to  transfufe  into  ray  own. 
And  altho,  in  prepairing  thefe  difcourfes 
for  the  prefs,  and  confequently  for  the  do- 
fet,  where  the  mind  is  ufually  in  a  cool  and 
difpalTionate  ftate,I  have  abated  fomewhat  of 
the  warmth  w^iich  I  endeavored  to  fupport 
in  the  delivery,  yet,  in  the  greater  part  of 
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them,  this  charafter  will  ftill  be  per- 
ceivable. 

It  is  almoft  impoITible,  in  the  prefent  pe- 
riod of  fociety,  and  of  the  progrefs  of  letters, 
to  treat  on  any  fubjeft  in  morals  or  religion 
that  has  not  been  illuftrated,  in  fome  point 
of  view,  by  fome  eminent  v/riter.  Altho 
every  writer  and  fpeaker,  if  he  has  any  ta- 
lents, will  be  diftinguifhed  by  a  peculiar 
manner  of  thought  and  expreiTion,  which 
will  give  variety  and  novelty  to  a  fubjefi  in 
his  hands ;  yet,  there  may  fometimes  exift 
an  unavoidable  coincidence  of  fentiment  be- 
tween him  and  others,  and,  fometimes,  ano- 
ther may  have  fo  happily  hit  oS  an  idea 
that  he  would  not  wifh  to  change  it,  becaufe 
it  cannot  be  changed  but  with  difadvantage» 
Where  a  few  infiances  of  this  kind  occur  in 
the  following  difcourfes,  I  have  carefully  re- 
ferred to  the  authors,  as  far  as  my  memory 
has  ferved  me.  For  this  I  have  the  exam- 
ple of  Arch-bifiiop  Tillotfon,  and  other 
diflinguidied  writers  in  the  Englifh  lan- 
guage. 
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In  the  greater  part  of  thefe  difcourfes  I 
have  adopted  the  ordinary  mode  of  divifion. 
In  that  on  Death,  however,  I  have  followed 
the  idea  of  the  celebrated  Arch-bifliop  of 
Cambray  in  his  dialogues  on  eloquence,  in 
which  he  recommends  to  a  preacher  to  take 
fome  fingle  truth,  fome  fimple  principle  of 
religion,  as  the  fubjecl  of  difcourfe  ;  and, 
in  the  illuftration,  to  cbferve  a  real  but 
concealed  order,  not  laid  down  in  diftinft 
proportions,  nor  marked  by  numerical  cha- 
rafters.  In  a  vv'arm  and  pathetic  ftrain  of 
addrefs  this  ftrufture  of  a  difcourfe  may  pro- 
fitably be  chofen  ;  but  where  inftruftion 
principally  is  aimed  at,  the  common  prac- 
tice, by  diftinft  and  marked  divifions,  is^. 
perhaps,  to  be  preferred. 

Some  readers  w^ould  have  been  better  pleaf- 
ed  with  profound  theological  difculTions, 
and  with  more  copious  arguments  and  il- 
luftrations  drawn  from  the  facred  fcriptures. 
I  have  chofen,  however,  to  adapt  myfelf  to 
a  much  larger  clafs  who  can  hardly  be  in- 
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duced  to  read  writings  of  the  kind  I  have 
juft  mentioned  ;  and  I  have  endeavored  to 
gain  an  accefs  to  their  hearts  for  the  (olid 
and  fubftantial  truths  of  religion  by  difplay- 
ing  them  in  a  manner  that,  if  it  does  not 
gratify,  will,  at  leaft,  not  offend  their  tafte. 
Readers  of  every  clafs  v/ill  find  in  them  many 
remarks  drawn  from  the  philofophy  of  hu- 
man nature,  mingled  along  with  the  illuf- 
trations  of  divide  truth. 

Such  philofophical,  critical,  or  hiftorical 
references  as  I  thought  might  wear  an  air  of 
pedantry  if  introduced  into  the  text  I  have 
thrown  into  notes.  To  the  learned  reader, 
indeed,  they  are  unnecefTary,  and  might 
have  been  fpared ;  but,  to  thofe  lefs  conver- 
fant  in  books,  they  may  not  be  unentertain- 
ing,  nor  entirely  ufeiefs, 

Th€  defign  of  making  this  publication  did 
not  originatewith  mc.  Nothing  was  more 
remote  from  my  thoughts  at  the  time  it  was 
fuggelled  and  urged  by  a  valued  friend  from 
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his  partiality,  rather  than  from  his  judg- 
ment. And  ftill,  I  am  far  from  eftimating 
highly  its  merit,  or  being  fanguine  of  its  fuc- 
cefs.  It  will  at  leaft  enable  me  to  judge 
whether  or  not  any  other  work  of  the  fame 
kind  is  likely  to  be  well  received. — That  it 
may  be  ufeful  to  any  portion  of  my  readers, 
and  invite  to  ferious  refleftion  fome  who 
w^ould  not  have  fought  it  from  another  book 
is  my  fervent  prayer,  and  almoft  my  higheft 
hope. 

SAMUEL  S.  SMITH. 
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DISCOURSE  1. 

CAUSES   OF  INFIDELITY, 


Psalms  liii.  i. 
The  fool  hath faid  in  his  heart,  there  is  no  God. 

IN  the  facred  language,  the  fool  and  the 
finner  fignify  the  fame  perfon.  Impiety* 
is  oppofed  to  the  cleareft  principles  of  rea- 
fon,  and  vice  makes  the  facrifice  of  the  beft 
and  higheft  interefts  of  human  nature.  Vi- 
cious condufl:  naturally  leads  to  impiety  in 
principle — and,  reciprocally,  impiety  in- 
creafes  the  ftrength  of  every  finful  propenfi- 
ty.  Irreligious  principle,  in  every  degree  of 
it,  fprings  out  of  the  corruption  of  the  heart. 
It  is  the  diftate  of  its  finful  inclinations,  of 
its  guilty  wiflies,  of  its  criminal  palTions, 

*  Impiety  is  a  term  that  exprefTes  thofe  principles  that 
deny  the  being,  perfedions  or  providence  of  God,  or  thofe 
adlions  that  moil  diredly  violate  his  authority,  and  the  duty 
and  reverence  which  we  owe  to  him. 
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which,  much  more  than  reafon,  contribute 
to  form  the  moral  fyftem  and  rule  of  con- 
duct of  an  unbeliever.  Atheifm,  which  is 
its  ultimate  grade,  will  ufually  be  found 
-Conne6l^ed  with  extreme  depravity  of  man- 
ners. Therefore,  the  facred  writer  fubjoins 
to  the  reflection  in  the  text,  corrupt  are 
ihey,  and  have  done  abominable  iniquity." 

The  progrefs  of  infidelity,  like  that  of 
vice,  is  gradual.  Men  at  firft  entertain 
doubts  concerning  thofe  laws,  only,  of  reli- 
cgion  which  are  moft  direflily  oppofed  to 
their  favorite  pleafures.  By  degrees  they 
queflion  every  .doftrine  that  impofes  any 
rellraint  upon  their  moft  indifferent  vices. 
At  laft,  they  are  emboldened  to  rejeft  the 
whole  fyftem  of  revelation.  When  the  au- 
thority of  revealed  religion  is  thrown  off,  no 
limits  can  be  afftorned  to  incredulity  and  er- 
ror.  Having  no  ftandard  of  truth,  each 
man's  moral  lyftem  will  be  framed  agreea- 
,bly  to  his  inclinations.  And  thefe  inclina- 
tions, according  to  the  common  maxims  of 
a  vicious  philofophy,*  will  be  erefted  into 
laws  of  nature.    God,  as  the  moral  go^'ern- 


*  See  introUuclion  to  Roufleau's  Confeflions. 
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m  of  the  univerfe,  will  be  excluded  from  his 
plan  as  foon  as  that  doflrine  becomes  incon- 
venient ;  and  fate,  neccfjity,  accident,  I  know 
not  what,  will  be  fubliituted  in  his  room. 
Atheifm  is  only  the  laft  link  in  that  chain 
of  impious  conclufions  that  arife  out  of  the 
depravity  of  the  heart..  And,  indeed,  be- 
tween the  rejeclion  of  revelation,  and  abfo- 
lute  impiety,  there  is,  in  the  philofophy  of 
the  prell  nt  age,:  hardly  any  middle  grade. 
The  one  and  the  other  rell  upon  the  fame 
principles,,  and  are  equally  liable  to  the  fe- 
vere  cenfure  of  the  facred  writer — The  fool 
hath  formed  the  conclulion  in  his  heart. 
It  is  the  heart  that  reafons,  and  folly  de- 
cides. In  treating  of  the  caufes  of  infide- 
lity, which  I  purpofe  to  do  in  the  prefent, 
and  in  a  future  difcourfe  I  fhall  take  the  fub- 
jeO:  in  this  extent,  as  queftioning  generally 
the  truth  of  religion.  It  is  not  my  intention 
to  enter  into  any  difcuffion  of  the  evidences 
of  religion  either  natural  or  revealed. — 
Thefe  have  often  been  difplayed  witli  fuch 
clearnefs,  and  eftablifhed  with  fuch  force  of 
argument  by  a  multitude  of  excellent  wri- 
ters, that  it  cannot  be  proof,  but  honelly  and 
candor  which  men  require  to  make  them 
fmcere  and  humble  converts  to  the  crofs  of 
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Chrift.  Frequently,  the  beft  refutation  of 
infidelity  is  to  expofe  it  to  itfelf,  and  to  lay 
open  its  real  principles  and  motives.  This 
I  purpofe  to  do  in  the  following  difcourfes : 

In  the  introduftion,  permit  me  to  obferve 
that  this  fubjeft,  never  unimportant,  is,  at 
the  prefent  period  particularly  interefting, 
and  worthy  your  moft  ferious  attention. 
Europe  is  deluged  with  a  flood  of  impiety. 
The  corruption  of  her  manners  is  daily  in- 
creafing  the  extent  of  the  evil.  Her  philo- 
fophers  and  wits,  her  orators  and  poets,  are 
continually  opening  wider  its  fluices,  and 
adding  to  it  that  force  and  extenfion  which 
genius  alone  can  give  to  the  principles  of 
vice.  Our  own  country,  although  as  yet 
but  in  the  infancy  of  its  exiftence,  is  rapidly 
imitating  the  degeneracy  of  her  manners, 
and,  confequently,  the  licence  of  her  prin- 
ciples. You  fee  the  profefTed  difciples  of 
an  impious  philofophy  filling  many  of  the 
moft  refpeftable  ftations  in  fociety — You 
frequently  fee,  in  the  upper  clafles  of  for- 
tune, an  open  and  undifguifed  negleft,  and 
even  contempt  of  the  inftitutions  of  piety — 
You  fee  a  profligate  generation  rifing  up, 
who  affeft  to  fport  with  every  moral  tie. 
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and  to  treat  with  levity  the  mofl  facred  doc- 
trines of  religion,  and  that  great  depohtory 
of  truth,  the  holy  fcriptures.  Let  us  exa- 
mine the  principles  upon  which  they  att  : 
to  develope  them  will  be  to  demonRrate 
their  folly.  They  may  be  compriled  under 
the  heads  of  Vice,  of  Ignorance,  and,  of 
Vanity.* 

I.  Infidelity,  in  the  firft  place,  is  com- 
monly founded  in  vice.    Rare  is  it,  indeed, 
that  men  commence  their  courfe  of  impiety 
by  rational  and  ferious  doubts  concerning 
the  authenticity  of  the  facred  fcriptures — 
that,  actuated  by  an  honeil  love  of  truth, 
they  have  profoundly  and  impartially  exa- 
mined the  evidence  on  which  they  reii — and 
when,  on  good  grounds,  they  have  been 
convinced  that  there  exifted  no  divine  law 
to  controul  their  conduct,  and  no  fupreme 
judge  to  whom  they  were  amenable,  have 
then  only  indulged  in  greater  licence  of 
manners.    On  the  other  hand,  do  we  not 
almoft  always  fee  them  begin  by  relaxation 
of  morals ;  and,  after  their  taftes  and  habits 
have  been  vitiated,  then,  and  only  then, 

*  MaffiUon  Doutes  far  la  Religion. 
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think  of  queftioning  truths  that  controuL 
their  propenfities,  or  condemn  their  plea- 
fures.*  As  long  as  they  preferved  their 
original  fimplicity  of  manners,  they  receiv- 
ed  with  refpect,  the  religion  of  their  fathers, 
and  entertained,  without  fufpicion,  the  fa- 
cred  principles  inftilled  into  them  in  their 
education,  and  fo  ftrongly  recommended 
by  the  voice  of  uncorrupted  reafon.  \\  hen 
their  manners  began  to  change,  they  found 
new  queftions  continually  rifmg  in  their 
minds,  concerning  doftrines  which  hitherto 
had  appeared  fo  refpeclable  and  holy. — 
Their  doubts  kept  pace  with  their  vices. 
As  every  fuccefiive  indulgence  threw  down 
the  fences  of  virtue  to  a  greater  extent,, 
they  found  themfelves  tempted,  by  degrees, 
to  bring  in  queftion,  every  law  of  religion 
that  oppofed  their  inclinations,  and  at 
length,  by  one  bold  and  decifive  effort,  to 
rejed  the  whole. 

This  is  not  an  unfounded  reprefentation, 
refting  merely  on  a  pious  prejucfice.  It  is 
a  matter  of  experience — and  for  the  truth 

*  From  this  remark,  may  be  excepted  a  few,  who  feem- 
to  be  governed  from  the  begimiing  of  life,  by  a  peculiar 
perverfity  of  natural  temper. 
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of  it,  I  confidently  appeal  to  the  experience 
of  thofe  who  affeft  to  difteheve  the  gofpel, 
and  to  treat  it  with  an  unholy  levity,  if  their 
infidelity  did  not  commence  in  a  purfiiit  of 
pleafure,  too  free  to  be  reconciled  to  its 
pure,  humble,  and  felf-denied  fpirit.  At 
firft,  confcience,  not  yet  perverted  by 
fall'e  principles,  nor  rendered  callous  by  the 
habit  of  finning,  would  remonftrate  againft 
their  criminal  purfuits.  Thefe  remonltran- 
ces  would  be  accompanied  with  refolutions 
of  amendment;  but,  finding  every  refolution 
overcome  as  foon  as  the  temptation  was  re- 
newed, defpairing,  at  length,  of  their  own 
fortitude  to  conquer,  they  ftudied  only  to 
juttify  their  inclinations. 

A  man  has  powerful  reafons  for  endea- 
vouring to  reconcile  his  opinions  vrith  his 
condud — if  his  praftice  is  not  fupported  by 
principle,  it  lays  the  foundation  of  a  pain- 
ful and  diftreffing  conflift  in  the  mind — he 
is  miferable  who,  always  a  flave  to  his 
paifions,  is,  at  the  fame  time,  always  over- 
whelmed by  his  o^\m  felf-reproaches — vvhen 
his  paffions  are  too  flirong  for  his  fentiments 
and  purpofes  of  duty  ;  when  he  finds  it  dif- 
ficult to  change  his  habits,  and  is  unwilling 
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to  renounce  his  pleafures,  he  foon  endea- 
vours to  modify  his  principles  according 
to  them.  And,  unhappily,  when  a  man 
ftudies  to  deceive  himlelf,  it  is  always  in  his 
own  power — it  is  his  heart,  not  his  under- 
ftandmg — his  wifhes,  not  his  reafon,  that 
then  decide  upon  truth. 

Another  proof  that  irreligious  principles 
are  the  fruits  of  vicious  and  loofe  living,  is 
the  fpirit  of  the  objections,  that  are  ufually 
made  againfl:  religion. 

Are  thev  not  pointed  againft  thofe  doc- 
trines, chiefly  that  are  moit  directly  oppof- 
ed  to  the  criminal  inclinations  and  purfuits 
of  men  ?  The  continence  and  purity  requir- 
ed by  the  gofpel,  firft  awaken  the  enmity  of 
the  libertine  and  profligate,  and  raife  in 
them  a  wifh  to  find  it  falfe.  Its  fobriety 
and  temperance  difpleafe  the  diffolute  :  its 
meeknefs,  forbearance  and  humility,  offend 
the  proud  and  refentful.  The  fpirit  of  re- 
treat, of  devotion,  and  heavenly  mindednefs 
which  it  enjoins  revolts  thofe  whofe  hopes 
and  enjoyments  centre  only  in  this  world. 
In  a  word,  the  predominant  and  character- 
iftic  vice  of  each  finner  firll  impels  him  to 
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feek  for  objeftions  againft  religion.  Above 
all,  are  not  thefe  objeflions  urged  with  the 
greateft  zeal  againft  thofe  doflrines  fo  dread- 
ful to  the  gjiliy,  the  final  judgment  of  God, 
and  the  eternal  retributions  ot  his  juiiice  ?  Is 
it  nox  in  order  to  free  their  minds  of  the  ap- 
prehenfions  created  by  thefe  aw^ful  tiutiis, 
that  they  fo  earneftly  endeavour  to^  lhake  the 
deepeft  foundations  of  the  chriftian  faith  ? 
Thefe  ideas  give  no  moleftation  to  virtue  : 
they  are  terrible  only  to  vice,  and  vice 
alone  is  folicitous  to  deftroy  them.  Becaufe 
"  the  carnal  mind  is  enmity  ag  inft  God, 
and  is  not  fubjetl  to  his  lav/,  neither  indeed 
can  be,"  it  v/ould  endeavour  to  annihilate 
both  the  law  and  the  lawgiver. 

While,  enflaved  as  they  are  to  their  lufts, 
they  admit  the  authority  of  religion,  they 
are  compelled  fecretly  to  tremble  at  the 
ideas  of  futurity.  Their  fears  are  a  proof 
of  their  crimes.  In  this  cafe,  their  only 
refource  for  peace  of  mind  is  to  renounce 
religion  ;  to  perfuade  themfelves,  that,  at 
death,  they  fhall  ccafe  to  exift ;  and  that, 
hereafter,  there  will  be  neither  tribunal 
nor  judge.    When  thefe  ideas  are  eftablifh- 
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ed,  confcience  has  no  more  ground  for  its 
reproofs ;  the  heart  no  more  caufe  for  it& 
fears.  To  this  point,therefore,  all  their  ftu- 
dies  are  bent,  that  they  may  acquire  tran- 
quility in  the  pleafureable  purfuits  of  vice. 
Senfual  pleafure  is  their  fupreme  good,  and 
if  they  can  diveft  themfelves  of  all  appre- 
henfions  for  the  future,  into  it  they  plunge, 
with  headlong  and  brutal  appetite. 

It  is  the  objeft  of  all  thofe  writers,  who 
have  lately  diltinguifhed  themfelves  as  ene- 
mies of  the  crofs  of  Chrift,  to  ellablifh  the 
licentious  idea,  that  death  is  an  eternal 
fleep ;  that  there  is  no  moral  governor  of 
the  univerfe,  no  judge  to  whom  we  are  ac- 
countable for  our  actions.  And  is  it  not  the 
objecl  of  philofophy  in  every  nation,  and  in 
every  age,  when  morals  have  become  ex- 
tremely corrupted,  to  prove  that  men  have 
the  fame  end  with  the  brutes,  only  that  they 
may  abandon  themfelves  to  the  fame  ap- 
petites ? 

If  religion  prefented  nothing  to  their 
faith  but  abflrufe  fpeculations,  and  incom- 
prehenfible  myfteries  that  had  no  relation 
to  morals,  they  would  pafs  them  with  the 
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feme  indifference,  that  they  do  the  abftrac- 
tions  of  any  other  fcience  :  but  it  touches 
the  heart,  and  controuls  their  lulls — 
therefore  it  is,  that  it  awakens  in  them  the 
keenell  oppofition.  They  profefs,  indeed,  to 
be  (hocked  at  its  myfteries  ;  they  find  doc- 
trines in  it  that  revoh  their  reafon,  and  on 
thefe  they  inceffantly  declaim  :  but,  it  is 
only  to  conceal  from  themfelves  and  from 
the  world,  the  true  grounds  of  their  enmity. 
It  is  becaufe  religion  commands  them  to 
renounce  this  guilty  commerce ;  to  facrificc 
this  criminal  connexion ;  to  fubdue  this 
dominant  luit,  and  to  flee  even  the  motives 
and  temptations  to  evil,  that  it  excites  all 
rancour  of  hatred,  and  all  the  bitternefs 
of  hoflility.  Afliamed  to  avow  thefe  dif- 
honorable  caufes,  they  endeavour  to  enlift 
realbn  in  the  fervice  of  the  paifions,  and 
pretend  to  reft  on  it  an  infidelity,  that  takes 
its  true  origin  from  the  heart.  It  is  becaufe 
religion  can  make  no  compromife  with  vice, 
that  it  is  the  object  of  their  abhorrence. — 
By  the  rancour  of  their  minds,  we  may 
judge  of  the  real  ground  of  their  enmity  to 
the  law  of  Chriit.  Hypocrify  and  impoiture, 
are  the  leait  crimes  which  they  impute  to 
religion.  Their  farcafms  and  fneers,  they  are 
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never  tired  of  reiterating  againft  its  hifro- 
ries,  its  doftrines,  and  its  minillers.  They 
urge  them  on  all  occafions;  they  repeat 
them  wiihout  regard  to  decency  or  oppor- 
tunity. The  malignity  of  their  hearts,  ihe 
irritation  of  provoked  and  difappointed 
paffions,  continually  burll  forth,  and  dil- 
play  themielves  in  the  whole  manner  of 
their  oppofition  to  the  inliitutions  of  piety. 
Too  plain  it  is,  to  be  denied,  that  their  pre- 
tended infidelity,  and  iheir  declared  hoitili- 
ty  to  religion,  take  their  rile  lolely  from 
their  vices. 

Another  proof  that  infidelity  fp rings  from 
the  vices  of  men  is,  that,  uiually,  it  keeps 
pace  with  their  paffions  ;  it  flouriihes  in  prof- 
perity — in  adverfity  it  lofes  its  confidence 
and  effrontery.  1  he  tide  of  pleafure  buoys 
it  up  :  health,  and  a  vigorous  flow  of  fpirits, 
keep  far  out  of  view  that  intereiling  pe  riod 
that  tries  the  honefty  and  folidity  of  the 
principles  of  our  conduft.  But,  let  affliction 
weaken  the  force  of  the  paffions  —let  fome 
great  and  unexpefted  reverfe  of  providence 
wreil  from  the  proud  the  power  or  the 
wealth  in  which  they  trufied,  and  from  the 
voluptuous  the  pleaiures  which  intoxicated 
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them — let  them  be  reduced  to  feel  the  va- 
nity and  uncertamty  of  the  world,  v/ithin 
the  narrow  circle  of  which  they  had  circum- 
fcribed  all  their  happinefs  and  their  hopes — 
their  infidelity  begms  to  totter — their  hearts 
beghi  to  mifgivf  them — that  future  v;orld 
which  they  had  hitherto  defpifed,  and  pro- 
felTed  to  difbelieve,  begins  to  acquire  reali- 
ty and  importance — anxiety  and  alarm  take 
poHeflion  of  the  foul,  and  in  the  moment  of 
dillrefs  and  weaknefs,  when  they  moll  need 
a  fupport  like  that  of  religion,  they  are  left 
to  defpair.  When  real  danger  appears, 
their  pretended  principles  are  not  able  to  ' 
fufiain  them :  they  find  indeed  that  they  had 
no  principles — they  were  only  the  deceitful 
di6tates  of  a  fenfual  heart,  which  they  had 
miftaken  for  principles.  Why  do  their 
opinions  vibrate?  Infidels  in  profperity, 
believers  in  extreme  adverfity — Why  does 
their  boafted  impiety  forfake  them  at  a  fea- 
fon  fo  critical  ?  If  it  were  founded  on  rea-  * 
fon,  it  could  not  change — reafon  is  always 
the  fame.  But,  refiing  only  on  the  paflions 
and  the  vices,  it  is  mutable  like  them.  \\  hen 
the  fuel  that  nourilhes  them  is  withdrawn, 
its  dclufions  and  effrontery  are  both  at  an 
end. 
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Let  a  finner  ^\  ho  glories  in  his  fancied 
ftrength  of  mind,  becaufe  he  is  not  govern- 
ed by  vulgar  prejudices  and  fuperititious 
fears,  approach  that  hncere  hour  when 
things  begni  to  appear  in  their  true  lights, 
\\  hen  the  world  which  had  deceived  him 
is  vanidiing  from  his  fight,  when  he  feels 
himfelf  drawing  near  that  eternal  exiftence 
which  now  aflumes  an  awful  reality,  and  the 
terrors  of  divine  jaiiice  impofe  a  dreadful 
necelfity  to  be  honeit — ah  !  at  this  moment, 
can  he  reft  upon  his  principles?  Vain 
principles  !  they  are  fwept  away  like  light 
and  withered  leaves  before  the  rifmg  llorm. 
Iniiead  of  that  tranquil  and  affefted  incre- 
dulity with  which  he  formerly  difiniHed  the 
duties  of  piety,  or  fneered  at  its  remonilran- 
ces,  you  ite  him  agitated  by  cruel  and  ex- 
cefiive  fears.  His  heart  trembles  and  faints 
within  him,  at  the  profpecl  of  a  judgment  to 
come.  Does  he  any  longer  cavil  at  the 
evidences,  or  revolt  at  the  incredible  doc- 
trines of  religion?  Does  he  demand  new 
proofs  of  it  before  he  will  believe  ?  No ;  he 
btkeves  and  trembles.  It  is  not  its  evidences, 
but  its  comforts,  which  he  requires.  You  hear 
him  intreat  for  thofe  holy  oihces  which  once 
he  defpifed.   He  calls  for  thofe  miniilers 
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of  God  v/ho  formerly  were  the  obje£ls  of 
his  negleft,  perhaps  of  his  fooliih  fcorn.  It  is 
not  now  the  queiUon  vrith  him,  if  there  be  a 
God?  If  there  be  a  future  ftate  of  retribution? 
Thefe  truths  rulh  with  fearful  evidence  up- 
on his  foul;  but,  with  the  trembling  jailor, 
"  what  fliall  I  do  to  be  faved      He  pielies 
the  verge  of  an  eternal  exiiience — the  pail 
prefents  nothing  but  fabjects  of  gloomy  and 
felf-condemning  reflection — the  future  of- 
fers nothing  but  a  fearful  and  overwhelming 
defpair.    If  a  ray  of  hope  Itrikes  upon  his 
mind,  through  the  awful  darknefs  that  fur- 
rounds  him,  it  is  derived  only  from  that 
defpifed  religion,  to  which,  too  late  perhaps, 
he  now  flees  for  refuge.    (Jh !  'tis  an  honeil 
hour  that  tries  to  the  bottom,  the  founda- 
tions of  infidelity.    How  few  can  then  Hand 
the  fevere  fcrutiny  of  confcience,  or  bear 
the  teft  of  their  own  reafon  when  difr  ntan* 
g!ed  from  thofe  objetls  that  ufed  to  deceive 
it  ?    Not  one,  perhaps,  of  all  that  witling 
tribe,  who  infult  or  cavil  at  a  religion,  which 
tliey  have  never  examined.     When  the 
props  on  which  his  impiety  had  refled,  are 
torn  from  beneath  the  fmner.  by  the  unre- 
lenting hand  of  death,  the  wretched  fabric 
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tumbles  on  his  guilty  head,  and  crufhes 
him  beneath  the  ruins. 

Is  this  reprefentation  drawn  too  high  ? 
Penitent  Rocheller !  I  appeal  to  the  tears 
and  confeffions  of  thy  lail  moments."*  Was 
not  this  the  language  of  thy  del'pair,  fero- 
cious Blount  !  whom  thy  miferies  com- 
pelled to  be  thy  own  executioner  ?+  And 
Shaftefbury  !  gay  and  mirihful  Shaftelbury  ! 
fo  apprehenfive  wert  thou  of  the  impotence 
of  thy  philofophy,  to  fupport  thee  in  this 
great  conflifl:,  that  thou  hall  forewarned  th/ 
friends  not  to  receive  as  genuine,  any  fen- 
timents  on  religion,  which  thou  mighteft 
utter,  in  the  weaknefs  of  nature,  during  her 
laft  ftruggles.  Thou  haft,  by  anticipation, 
abjured  a  confeffion  thou  vraft  afraid  the 
honefty  of  death  might  extort  from  thee  .^J 

*  The  noted  Earl  of  Rochefter,  tlie  hlftory  of  whofe  liber- 
tinifm  and  penitence,  has  been  vTitten  by  Bilhop  Burnet. 

f  The  auihor  of  the  Oracles  cf  Reafon,  who,  at  laft,  be- 
coming gloomy  and  melancholy,  in  a  fit  of  dcfpair,  put  an 
end  to  his  own  life. 

X  Anthony  Aftiley  Cooper,  Earl  of  Shaftefbury,  equally 
celebrated  for  his  wit  and  his  infidelity.  He  was  fo  fuccefs- 
ful  in  the  ufe  of  delicate  irony,  that  he  endeavoured  to  ef- 
tablifli  it  as  a  principle,  that  ridicule  is  the  proper  tell  of 
^    te-uih.    From  the  eiample  of  many  other  infidels,  he  v;as 
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Such  examples  demonftrate  that  many, 
even  of  thofe  who  arrogate  to  themfelves 
the  diftinftion  of  being  philofophic  infidels, 
have  not  afted  in  life  under  the  full  convic- 
tion of  their  own  principles.  A  fecret 
doub-t  ftill  lurked  at  the  bottom  of  their 
hearts,  which  the  light  of  eternity,  as  they 
approached  towards  it,  has  difclofed  to 
view.  And,  does  not  almoft  every  liber- 
tine, in  the  intervals  of  his  pa'Tions,  after 
the  intoxication  of  pleafure  is  off  the  mind, 
find  his  confcience  mifgive  him  when,  in  a 
cool  and  ferious  hour,  he  looks  forward  to 
the  end  of  life  ^ 

This  is  a  new  proof  that  the  principles 
of  infidelity,  which  he  fports  in  the  moments 
of  levity,  and  on  w^hich  he  foinetimes  artecis 
to  reafon,  are  not  embraced  with  candor 
and  fincerity — they  are  the  otispring  of  the 
paffions,  and  that  only  during  the  iealbn  of 
profperity — affliction,  which  ilrips  the  en- 
chantment from  vice,  fliakes  the  confidence 

apprehenfivc,  left  the  fears  of  death  might  fliake  the  firmnefs 
of  his  philolbphy,  and  draw  from  him  lome  declaration  fi- 
vorabie  to  religion.  He  requeits  his  friends,  if  he  fhould 
make  any  fuch  declaration,  to  aibribe  it  to  the  weaknefs  of 
nature,  and  to  take  his  real  fentiments  from  his  writings. 


i8 


Caufcs  of  Infidelity. 


which  the  mind  had  repofed  in  them. 
The  ferious  profpeft  of  eternity  overwhelms 
them  with  defpair. 

Such  is  the  opprobrious  origin  of  infidel- 
ity.   It  continually  fpeaks  to  us,  indeed  of 
the  fuperior  illumination  of  reafon  ;  but  it 
fprings  out  of  the  very  bofora  of  darknefs. 
It  boafts  of  a  ftrength  of  mind  fuperior  to 
other  men ;  but  it  Ihews  us  only  the  weak- 
nefs  of  a  corrupted  heart,  a  Have  to  the  moft 
difgraceful  lulls.    Ah  !  this  vaunted  ftrength 
ibs  nothing  but  the  boldnefs  and  intoxication 
of  vice,  that  will  (hortly  be  converted  into 
abject  fear,  and  that  now  often  trembles  in 
fecret  at  its  own  daring.    Frequently,  in- 
deed, the  moft  confident  appearances  of  im- 
piety are  united  with  real  and  difquieting 
apprehenfions  of  the  truth  of  religion.  The 
proiligate  endeavors  toefcape  from  his  own 
reflections,  by  plunging  into  fucceinve  fcenes 
of  diflipation.  An  oitentatious  difplay  of 
impiety,  an  exceftive  levity  on  the  fubjeft 
of  religion,  is  intended  merely  to  cover  from 
the  world,  or  to  ftifle  in  his  own  breaft,  the 
apprehenfions  that  diiturb  his  peace.  He 
derives  a  kind  of  perfuafion  in  favor  of 
falihood  by  frequently  repeating  it.    If  the 
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principles  of  his  education  fomelimes  re- 
cur with  force  ;  if  the  fears  of  futurity,  at 
certain  moments,  difquiet  him  ;  he  fcudies 
to  reprefs  thein,  and  to  fortify  his  heart  a- 
gainlt  itfelf,  by  venting,  in  a  bold  and  mde- 
cent-  ilile,  the  maxims  of  impiety.  His 
fcoifs,  his  fncers,  his  profane  declamations 
againft  religion,  are  they  any  proof  of  the 
real  and  fettled  conviction  of  his  mind? 
Far  from  it.  His  mind  is  weak  and  timid  ; 
and  he  ftrives  only  to  fupport  his  courage 
by  playing  the  infidel.  He  is  a  coward  w^ho 
endeavours  to  allay,  or  conceal  his  appre- 
henfions  by  an  overaSled  bravery — He  re- 
fembles  a  fooiilh  child  who  fings  in  the  dark 
to  chafe  away  his  ow^n  fears.* 

Every  view  which  we  have  taken  of  the 
fubjeft,  tends  to  confirm  the  truth  w^hich  I 

Eropoled  to  illuftrate,  that  one,  and,  per- 
aps,  the  principal  caufe  of  that  infidelity, 
real  or  pretended,  that  infects  the  circles  of' 
fafhionable  difiipation,  and  has  plunged  fo 
many  profligate  youth  in  the  depths  of  im- 
piety, is  to  be  found  in  the  growing  vice  and 
licentioufnefs  of  the  public  m.anners.  "  The 
fool  hath  faid  in  his  heart  there  is  no  God — ' 
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Corrupt  ar^  they,  and  have  done  abomina- 
ble iniquity." 

A  few  philofophic  infidels,  perhaps,  in 
whom  a  talle  for  ftudy  and  fcience  may 
have  corrected  the  groifer  diforders  of  the 
paifions,  vvill  feel  themfelves  little  affefted 
by  the  general  flrain  of  the  obfervations 
hitherto  made.  Yet  is  it  true,  notwithftand- 
ing,  that  the  ground  of  their  oppofition  to 
the  gofpel,  is  an  inward  and  ftrong  averfion 
to  the  purity  and  holinefs  of  its  precepts. 
They  cannot  fubmit  their  hearts  to  the  yoke 
of  the  Redeemer  ;  therefore,  they  endeavour 
to  break  and  caft  it  otf.  But  I  have  chietly 
inviev/that  numerous  tribe' who  have  never 
even  fuperficially  examined  the  principles 
of  chriftianity — who  have  adopted  the  cant 
rather  than  the  philofophy  of  impiety — and 
who  continually  fport  its  principles  as  a 
juRification  of  their  irregularities.  Unhap- 
py men !  who  are  tearing  away,  with  perni- 
cious zeal,  every  remaining  tie  that  yet  im- 
pofes  any  check  upon  your  career  to  ruin  ; 
for  one  moment  feriouOy  confider  your 
ftate— paufe  in  your  courfe,  and  look  for- 
ward to  its  end.  If  there  is  a  God,  with 
what  aggravated  terror  will  you  at  laft  meet 
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this  judge  v/hom  yoa  had  not  expefted  ?  If 
the  gofpel  is  true,  ^dlat,  O  miferable  fouls  ! 
mult  be  your  fearful  deliiny  ?  Can  your  im- 
pious levity  change  the  eternal  nature  of 
right  and  wrong,  or,  by  makmg  you  forget, 
fufpend  the  puniihment  of  your  crimes  ? 
Can  your  denial,  or  your  oblivion  of  your 
creator,  impede  the  fure  and  awful  courfe 
of  his  jullice  ? 

If  infidelity  is  condemned  by  the  difgraee- 
ful  principle  from  which  it  fprmgs,  it  is  not 
lefs  condemned  by  its  unhappy  confequen- 
ces.  That  horrible  doctrine  that  removes 
God  from  the  univerfe,  prcients  nothing  to 
the  rational  view  but  a  boundlefs  walte  of 
death — of  inevitable  fufferin2:>  durinc{  a  few 
moments  of  exiftence,  followed  by  the  hi- 
deous profpecf  of  eternal  annihilation.  If 
the  fyllem  of  nature  is  not  arranged  and  go- 
verned by  a  v/iie  and  gracious  providence ; 
if  we  do  not  exift  by  the  power,  and  under 
the  protection  of  a  merciful  and  almighty 
parent ;  if  there  is  no  happinefs  but  by  ac- 
cident, and  the  trannent  polfeifion  of  it 
muR  only  augment  the  pain  of  being  fpee- 
dily  torn  from  it  forever  ;  if  mifery  is  urged 
upon  us  by  the  laws  of  a  fatal  neceliity,  and 
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there  is  no  remedy  for  extreme  fuIFering ; 
if  in  this  life  only  we  have  hope,  and  all 
beyond  is  a  fearful  gulph  of  everlaiting  obli- 
vion ;  then  exifience  is  a  curfe,  this  v/orld  is 
a  dreary  prifon,  the  good  man  may  fit 
down  in  defpair,  and  weep  over  his  owa 
being  ;  or,  like  the  fons  of  guilty  pleafure, 
he  may  renounce  his  ufelefs  virtue,  and  fay, 
"  let  us  eat  and  drink,  for  to-morrow  we 
die!" 

The  certain  tendency  of  principles  of  ir- 
religion  is  to  increafe  the  immorality  and 
iicenfe  from  which  they  fpring.  Whatever 
weakens  the  obligations  of  piety,  tends  to 
dilfolve  both  the  ties  of  virtue,  and  the  re- 
ftraints  of  vice.  Convenience  and  power 
become  the  only  rule  of  jultice — inclination 
and  opportunity  the  only  limit  of  voluptu- 
oufnefs.  Relaxation  of  morals  marches  in 
the  front,  libertinifm  follows  in  the  train  of 
infidelity, — Hov/  cautious  ought  youth  to 
be  even  of  liftening  to  principles  fo  flatter- 
ing to  the  paffions,  but  fo  dangerous  to 
the  foul !  Shun,  as  the  moft  ruinous  en- 
emies, thofe  falfe  friends  who  endeavour  to 
infinuate  into  you  the  fatal  poifon.  Suf- 
pe61  the  gay  and  fafcinating  forms  of  plea- 
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fure  under  which  they  prefent  vice  to  your 
choice — for,  in  the  end,  "  it  biteth  like  afer- 
pent,  and  llingeth  like  an  adder." 

Thefe  principles  appear  in  their  mofl 
pernicious  and  deteftable  form  when  they 
invade,  as,  in  fome  ihflances,  even  in  this 
young  country  they  have  done,  that  fex 
whofe  peculiar  glory  is  modelty  and  chalii- 
ty.  Religion  (liould  always  find  an  afylum 
in  the  female  breaft.  It  is  the  higheft  em- 
bellilhment,  and  it  is  the  greateft  fecurity  of 
their  charafterittic  virtues.  When  their  re- 
ligious fentiments  begin  to  be  corrupted,  fo- 
ciety  is  on  the  verge  of  diffolution — licen- 
tioufnefs  then  is  under  no  rellraint.  But, 
while  their  heans  preferve  the  facred  depo- 
fit  of  religion,  entrufted  to  them  in  their 
early  education,  they  impofe  the  moil  effec- 
tual check  upon  libertinifm  of  manners. — • 
To  their  piety,  the  public  morals  will  owe 
the  molt  ellential  obligations.  Deteft, 
therefore,  and  fliun  the  man  who  would 
ever  attempt  to  feduce  your  heart,  by  be- 
traying your  underlianding.  The  princi- 
ples of  irreligion  can  never  be  infmuattd  to 
you  but  with  the  bafeft  deiigns.  Pleafure 
is  the  decov  of  vice,  and  the  advocate  of  im- 
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piety.  Whenever  (he  offers  her  enticements, 
fufpeft  fome  latent  danger.  She  is  a  Syren 
whofe  fong  lures  unv/ary  voyagers  into  the 
midlt  of  gulphs  that  fwallow  them  up,  and 
amongft  rocks  that  da[h  them  to  pieces. 
Shut  your  ears  againft  her  enchantments — 
clofe  your  hearts  agirinll  her  deftruclive 
charms.  Religion  is  your  fa:"eguard  and 
your  ornament — it  is  the  fureil  bafis  both  of 
your  honor  and  your  happinefs. 

Permit  me,  in  the  conclufion,  to  addrefs 
a  ferious  admonition  to  thofe  young  per- 
fons  who,  wilhing  for  greater  licenfe,  are  be- 
ginning to  pronounce,  though  with  a  feeble 
and  hefitating  tone,  the  language  of  infidel- 
ity. You  are,  as  yet,  little  aware  of  the  fa- 
tal iffue  to  which  you  are  tending.  When 
once  you  begin  to  difplay  your  doubts,  or 
your  v/it  on  the  fubject  of  religion,  or  to 
feek  for  arguments  to  relax  its  ties,  the  pro- 
grefs  is  commonly  rapid  towards  the  point 
of  abfolute  impiety.  Every  criminal  indul- 
gence becomes  a  new  argument  with  the 
heart,  againft  the  law  of  Chrift  v/nich  con- 
demns it.  By  embracing  the  principles  of 
infidelity,  you  are  feeking  for  a  peace  of 
confcience  in  the  purfuits  of  vice  which 
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they  can  never  yield.  The  great  and  fun- 
damental truths  of  religion  are  too  deeply 
implanted  in  human  nature  to  be  eafily 
eradicated.  And,  while  they  remain,  they 
mull  difquiet  the  tranquility  of  the  fmner. 
You  may  deny  the  exigence  of  a  righteous 
Deity — inyour  heart  you  may  wifli  there  were 
none — you  may  fecretly  fay  to  yourfelf,  in 
the  moment  of  temptation,  there  is  no  God  ; 
but,  ftill  the  fentiment  of  his  fear  remains 
— the  bodings  of  his  juftice  follow  your 
crimes^ — ah!  thefe  bodings  are  the  deep, 
infallible  diftates  of  nature  :  they  are  fure 
prefages,  to  the  impenitent,  of  an  awful 
retribution.  Arreft,  then,  your  ilep,  if  you 
are  yet  only  entering  on  the  threiiiold  of 
impiety.  Seek,  while  you  may,  the  precious 
refuge  of  religion,  that  will,  . ere  long,  be 
denied  to  the  hardened  (inner.  In  the  hour 
of  affliftion  you  v/ill  find  in  its  defpifed  in- 
ititutions,  in  its  doftrines,  and  its  hopes, 
your  only  confolation.  But  if  you  deny 
your  Creator — if  you  perfift  to  rejeft  tlie 
Lord  who  bought  you,  to  wliom,  or  to  what, 
will  you  have  recourfe  in  your  extremity  ? 
— When  the  cold  band  of  death  is  preffing 
upon  you — when  you  are  trembling  before 
the  king  of  terrors,  oh !  with  what  dreadful 
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importunity  will  you  be  conftraincd  to  im- 
plore the  mercy  of  that  God  whom  you 
have  denied !  will  you  call  for  the  aids  of 
that  religion  which  you  have  infulted! 
Good  God !  the  terror  of  looking  into  the 
grave  under  a  fearful  uncertainty  about  our 
eternal  being ;  or,  under  the  more  fearful 
apprehenfions  of  eternal  mifery !  Unthink- 
ing youth !  who  are  fporting  with  fubjetls 
of  fuch  infinite  moment,  or  aflung  with  a 
fneer,  for  the  reafons  on  vrhich  religion 
commands  your  faith,  and  your  obedience 
— look  on  the  death-bed  of  an  unbeliever, 
and  fee  the  reafons  !  There  is  an  objeft  in 
which  you  may  contemplate  the  value  of 
religion,  and  the  falfehood  of  thofe  im.pious 
principles  on  v;hich  you  are  hazarding  your 
falvation.  See  the  trembling,  the  expiring, 
the  defparing  mortal !  His  terrors  fpeak 
to  you  with  the  evidence  of  demonllration, 
and  declare  the  exiilence  of  a  holy  and 
righteous  judge  of  the  univerfe.  His  lan- 
guage, and  hris  looks  proclaim  the  reality  of 
the  dreadful  retribution  he  is  going  to  re- 
ceive. THb  remorfe  which  diftracts  him, 
fhould  preach  the  gofpcl  to  you  with  the 
moit  perfuafive  eloquence.  Ah !  impiety 
of  living  is  a  dreadful  preparative  for  a 
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dying  bed.  Fatal  indeed  is  his  folly  who 
Jays  in  his  heart  there  is  110  God,  till  that 
moment  of  irremediable  terror  and  difmay 
when  he  fees  him  already  dreffed  and  feat- 
ed  for  judgment.  Behold,  now  is  the 
accepted  time — behold,  now  is  the  day  of 
falvation!"  "Turn  ye,  therefore,  to  the 
itrong  hold;  ye  prifoncrs  of  hope  !" 
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DISCOURSE  IL 

CAUSES    OF  INFIDELITY. 

■   mi  lU^^^nr.  • 

Psalms  liii.  i. 
The  fool  hath faid  in  his  heart,  there  is  no  God. 

THE  refleftion  of  the  facred  writer  in 
this  paffage  relates  immediately  to  that 
defperate  atheilm  which  denies  the  exiftence 
of  an  infinite  and  eternal  Spirit,  the  maker 
and  the  judge  of  men  ;  or,  to  that  oblivion 
of  God  which  feizes  fmners  in  the  ordinary- 
train  of  life,  and  leaves  their  paffions  and 
their  vices  without  reftraint.  I  have  ex- 
tended the  idea  fo  as  to  embrace  the  prin- 
ciples of  infidelity  univerfally,  inafmuch  as 
they  are  all  efFefts  proceeding  from  the  fame 
caufe.  The  character  of  the  fool  may  well 
be  applied,  not  only  to  thofe  cool  and  fpe~ 
culative  unbelievers  who  have  eftablilhed  to 
themfelves  fyftems  of  impiety  from  the 
abuie  and  perverfion  of  reafon,  but  to  thofe 
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light  lind  ignorant  pretenders  to  infidelky 
who  have  only  adopted  from  others  certain 
licentious  maxims  which  they  have  not 
been  able  to  connect  with  their  principles 
or  their  confequences ;  or,  v/hofe  pov/ers 
reach  no  farther  than  to  indulge  a  perpe- 
tual vein  of  rude  wit,  and  indecent  pieafan- 
try  on  the  fuhject  of  religion.  In  a  dif- 
courfe  of  this  nature,  adapted  to  general 
inllruclion,  perfons  of  this  character  will 
perhaps  merit  our  principal  attention — be- 
caufe  fober  and  rational  mfidels  are  rarely 
jto  be  met  with,  while  impudent  and  igno- 
rant men  are  every  where  to  be  found. 

In  treating  of  the  principles  of  infidelity, 
and  expofmg  their  criminality  and  folly,  I 
have  avoided  entering  into  any  cor.fidera- 
tion  of  the  excellence  of  the  gofpel,  or  of 
the  evidence  on  v/hich  it  refts.  I  have  con- 
fined my  attention  to  unfold  thofe  guilty 
and  difgraceful  caufes  thatufually  combine 
their  inlluence  to  render  men  enemies  to 
religion.  Thefe  I  have  endeavoured  to 
comprehend  under  the  heads  of  vice,  of  ig- 
norance, and  of  vanity — Vice  that  creates  in 
the  heart  an  inveterate  enmity  to  the  law  of 
God,  and  puts  an  unjuit  bias  on  the  mind 
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in  judging  of  divine  truth — Ignor?tnce  that 
has  never  feriouily  and  impartially  examin- 
ed the  fubjed — And  Vanity  that  afTumes 
a  falfe  and  frivolous  honor  to  itfelf  for 
thinking  differently  from  the  bulk  of  man- 
kind. 

The  nrp£  of  thefe  caufes  I  have  already 
illuilrated.    I  proceed  to  obferve,  that 

II.  Ignorance  is  a  frequent  fourcc  of  thofe 
irreligious  principles,  and  difcourfes  that 
every  where  produce  fo  much  evil  in  foci- 
ety.  An  ignorance  as  criminal,  as  it  is  dif- 
graccful — that  fprings  as  much  from  the 
corruption  of  the  heart  which  is  unwilling 
to  fee  the  truth,  as  from  the  defeft  of  the 
underllanding  which  has  never  fmcerely 
examined  it. 

I  have  not  in  view  at  prefent  a  few  phi- 
lofophic  inlidels  whofe  memory  the  annals 
of  literature  have  preferved,  and  who,  by 
wifdom,  knew  not  God — who  have  left  the 
fame  of  their  genius,  with  their  pernicious 
writings  to  infect  pollerity — but,  who  have 
left  alfo  their  errors,  and  contradictions  to 
be  added  to  the  innumerable  proofs  which 
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every  age  has  furniflicd  of  theweaknefs  and 
uncertainty  of  human  reafon  on  all  fubjefts 
of  divine  and  moral  fcience,  when  not  illu- 
minated by  the  fpi>  it  of  God.  Thefe  inge- 
nious enemies  of  the  gofpel,  however,  have 
been  men  of  wit  rather  than  of  profound 
talents.  Their  prejudices  have  led  them  to 
examine  the  queflion  of  its  truth  on  one 
fide  only.  They  have  been  willing  to  fee 
nothing  but  prefumptions  againft  religion. 
Dillinguiflied  more  by  the  powers  of  the 
imagination  than  by  thofe  of  the  under- 
ilanding,  you  find  them,  where  they  ought 
to  be  moll  ferious  and  grave,  indulging  a 
perpetual  vein  of  ridicule  and  wit.  Ihe 
moil  philofophic  of  modern  infidels  has 
<:onfeflcd  that  his  metaphifical  fubtleties 
are  not  ca  Iculated  to  produce  a  clear  and 
fettled  conviclion  of  their  truth  in  the 
mind.^  The  inaccuracy  of  Voltaire  in  hif- 
tory  and  antiquities,  fo  neceffary  to  juit  ex- 

*  Mr.  Kuine,  after  endeavouring,  v/ith  great  ingsnuitr, 
to  anniliilate  both  the  material  and  the  fpiritnal  world,  as  they 
are  ufually  undcrftr.od,  and  to  crtablifli  the  principle  that 
iiothine  exifts  in  the  univerfe  but  various  and  fnccelTjve  trains 
of  ideas,  acknowledge^  th;it,  although  he  cru.d  find  no  n  afons 
fufiiciently  folid  to  ovcrdirow  what  he  had  advanced,  yet,  he 
could  not  acl:  upon  his  own  concluf.cns,  nrr,  at  all  times, 
yield  thcrn  a  clear  and  unvravering  aiieut. 
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amination  of  the  authenticity  of  religion, 
almoft  proverbial.  Thefe  fubjefits  he  con- 
fidered  as  hardly  Vv  crthy  the  attention  of  an 
author  whofe  fame  depended  folely  on  his 
•w'it.+ — But,  feparated  from  his  faults,  what 
is  he,,  or  the  moil  famous  patrons  of  an  in- 
fidel philofophy,  compared  v;itli  tke  New- 
tons,  the  Boyles,  the  Clarkes,  the  Warbur- 
tons,  the  Lockes,  the  Fenelons,  the  Rollins, 
the  Pafcals,  and  all  that  endlcfs  lift  of  great 
names,  diftinguiflied  equally  for  genius  and 
for  piety,  who  have  appeared  as  the  friends 
of  religion,  and  have  brought  the  moft  pro- 
found and  illuftrious  talents  as  a  voluntary 
offering  to  the  foot  of  the  crofs. 

But  thefe  difcourfes  have  chiefly  in  view 
a  clafs  of  men  verv  different  from  the  fpe- 

-|-  Thomas  Paine,  in  that  book  of  his  entitled  The  Age  of 
Rsafin,  infinitelT  exceeds  Mr.  Voltaire  in  hiftorical  and  criti- 
cal inaccuracy.  Ke  has  a  certain  fprightlinefs  of  manner 
and  boldnefs  of  airertion  -which  diitinguiih  him  ;  but  fo  to- 
tally defective  is  he  in  point  cf  erudition,  tliat  in  no  otlier 
country  but  this,  -where  tl.ere  is  much  fuperficial  reading,  but 
little  folid  and  extenfivc  learning,  could  his  work  have  ob- 
tained any  currency.  Thole  parts  of  it  -which  have  any  ap- 
pearance of  reafoning  he  has  borro-wed  almoil:  -wholly  from 
Mr.  Boulanger.  For  the  reil,  it  is  made  up  of  tlie  half-re- 
membered ideas  of  his  childhood,  cf  indigelicd  criticuins 
picked  up  in  a  Icoie  reading,  and  cf  tlie  moil  palpable  vio- 
lations of  iiiflcrical  tmui. 
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culative  and  ingenious  unbelivers  who  have 
jufl  been  named — a  clafs  to  be  met  with 
in  moil  fa^'  ionable  circles,  and,  every 
where,  among  the  fmatterers  in  knowledge, 
who  are  merely  the  apes  of  the  former. 
I  mean  thofe  men  of  pleafure,  who  are 
enemies  to  religion,  becaufe  religion  is  an 
enemy  to  their  vices — who  never  have  exa- 
mined the  luminous  and  refpeciable  evi- 
dence on  w^hich  the  gofpel  refls — who  fpeak 
with  confidence  of  what  they  do  not  know, 
and  blafphem.e  what  they  do  not  underftand 
— the  delight  of  the  frivolous  and  vain,  the 
oracles  of  the  ignorant — who  retail  among 
their  companions  objections  againft  religion 
with  which  they  have  been  furniflied  by  a 
loofe  and  defultory  reading,  or  which  have 
pafled  from  mouth  to  mouth  among  the  li- 
bertine and  prorligate  till  they  have  become 
vulgar  and  Rale.  A  great  preacher^  has 
happily  called  them  the  echoes  of  infidelity, 
who  jull  repeat  the  blafphemies  which  they 
have  heard  from  others — The  mere  organs 
of  impiety  v/ho  ferve  to  convey  its  tradi- 
tions from  one  race  to  another. 


*  Maffillon. 
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To  attack  doclrines  that  have  flood  the 
left  of  fo  many  ages — that  have  been  illuf- 
trated  by  the  greateft  writers  with  the  mod 
luminous  evidence,  and  eflablifhed  on  the 
moft  fohd  foundations — that  have  counted 
among  their  fubmiffive  difciples  men  of  the 
moft  illuftrious  characters,  and  the  moft 
profound  learning  who  have  efteemed  their 
obedience  to  the  faith  their  chief  glory — 
doctrines  that  have  commanded  the  homage 
of  the  wifeft  as  well  as  the  moft  powerful 
of  mankind,  would  require  uncommon  ge- 
nius and  erudition,  deep  reflection,  and  ex- 
tenfive  refearch.  Is  this  the  character  of 
thofe  forward  and  conceited  youth  who 
preach  infidelity  in  the  circles  of  their  liber- 
tine companions — who  declaim  with  pert- 
nefs  on  the  credulity  of  the  vulgar,  and  the 
craft  of  the  pricfthood — who  are  ever  ready 
to  jeft  on  the  fubjeft  of  religion,  and  aim, 
by  an  impious  effrontery,  at  a  reputation 
for  wit  which  nothing  but  the  ignorance  of 
their  hearers  can  afcribe  to  them  ?  No, 
they  are  men  of  fuperficial  talents,  too  much 
devoted  to  their  pleafures  to  think.  It 
would  be  doing  them  too  much  honor  to 
ftile  them  Theifts,  or  Atheifts,  or,  indeed, 
to  call  them  by  any  name  that  implies  a 
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fyflcm  of  principles.  Their  limited  know- 
ledge is  fuiiicient  only  to  einbarrafs  their 
minds  with  diihculties  on  the  fubjeft  of  re- 
ligion, not  to  furnifn  their  folution — to  cre- 
ate doubts  not  to  afford  certainty* 

Their  doubts  are  accompanied  with  a 
difhonefty  of  mind  that  does  not  wifn  to 
have  them  refolved.  They  form  a  conve- 
nient proteclion  for  their  vices,  which  every 
approach  to  the  truth  ferves  to  difquiet  and 
fill  with  apprehenfions*  They  hate  the  Light; 
neither  come  they  to  the  light,  lefi  their  deeds 
Jhoidd  he  reproved.  Far  from  feeking  for 
real  and  folid  information,  which,  if  they 
were  fmcere,  they  could  not  fail  to  obtain 
on  a  fubjefl  enlightened  by  the  labours  of 
fo  many  pious  and  excellent  writers,  theii^ 
only  ftudy  is  to  fliun  convi6lion. 

One  knows  not,  at  fome  times,  whether 
mofl  to  pity,  or  be  amufed  at  men  of  this^ 
defcription  when  they  affecl  to  reprefent 
religion  as  a  pious  prejudice,  and  to  re- 
proach the  creduUty  of  the  believing  multi- 
tude. Is  there  no  creduHty,  are  there  no 
prejudices  attached  to  impiety  ?  Alas  \ 
can  any  prejudices  be  fo  lirong  as  thole 
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formed  by  the  palTions  againft  the  truth  ? 
as  thofe  with  which  vice  combats  religion  ? 
Can  any  credulity  be  more  ablurd  and 
weak  than  that  which  is  often  difplayed  by 
the  enemies  of  religion  when  their  aim  is  to 
depreciate  the  charafler  of  a  good  man,  or 
"when  they  think  they  have  found  a  tale  that 
will  militate  againll  the  facred  hiftory  ? 
Nor  is  this  confmed  alone  to  thofe  pert,  il- 
literate fools  who  excite  your  contempt, 
while  they  provoke  your  honeft  indignation 
— this  difgraceful  blot  ftains  the  reputation 
of  writers  of  the  greateft  name  who  have 
enlifled  themfelves  among  the  champions 
of  impiety."^    The  fables  of  nurfes  and  of 
children  are  not  more  ridiculous  than  the 
narrations  that  have  been  gravely  made, 
and  the  ficlions  that  have  been  aflumed  by 
philofophers  to  contradid  the  Mofaic  fyf- 
tem  of  the  world,  and  of  the  origin  of  man.t 

*  Ifaac  Voffius,  the  famous  grammarian,  was  fo  remark- 
able for  his  credulity  and  his  infidelity,  that  king  Charles 
once  wittily  faid  of  him,  "  There  is  nothing  you  cannot 
make  that  man  believe  except  his  Bible." 

f  In  lord  Kaims*  Sketches  of  Man,  and  lord  Monboddo 
on  The  origin  of  Languages,  may  be  feen  fome  very  extraor- 
diniry  relations  of  ignorant  travellers,  and  fom.e  moft  abfurd 
fiftions  adopted  in  order  to  difcrcdit  the  Mofaic  account  of 
the  primitive  ftate  of  human  nature,  and  the  unity  of  the 
human  race.  Becaufc  Mofes  has  inforjned  us  that  the  world,  at 
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And  the  moft  celebrated  wit  of  modern 
times,*  if  he  can,  by  ranging  through  anti- 
quity, find  one  fable  more  improbable  than 
another,  its  certain  recommendation,  and 
title  to  belief,  is  its  inconfiflency  with  the 
hiPtory  of  the  bible. 

firfl:,  was  a  chaotic  mafs  covered  with  water,  Monfieur  Bail- 
ly,  that  he  may  recede  from  him  as  far  as  pollible,  lias  fr:p- 
pofed,  in  his  letters  to  Voltaire,  that  it  was  originally  a  ball 
of  fire  ftruck  oft  from  the  fun  by  the  irhpiilfe  of  a  comet,  and 
that  it  has,  in  an  almolt  infinite  fuccefTicn  of  ages,  been  gra- 
dually cooling,  and  becoming  a  fit  habitation  for  n^an,  and 
that  the  firft  habi:able  fpots  were  at  the  poles.  If  this  had 
been  a  tenet  of  religion,  how  would  fuch  a  philcfcpher  as 
Monfieur  Bailly  have  received  it  ? 

.  *  Mr.  Voltaire,  you  find  in  him  every  where  the  moft  in- 
congruous relations,  and  the  moft  palpable  contradidicns  on 
the  fubjed  of  religion.  See  letters  ciddrejlci  to  hhn  by  certain 
je-vcs  for  many  examples  of  this  kind.  To  the  \\'^  of  credu- 
lous or  fanciful  writers  Mr.  Volney  may  very  fairly  be  ad- 
ded, if  indeed  he  believed  his  own  fictions,  and  did  not  ra- 
ther value  himfelf  on  making  the  moil  extravagant  fuppofi- 
tlons,  only  that  he  might  make  a  great  difplay  of  learning  in 
fupporting  them.  This  author,  eillm.able  as  an  hiftorian, 
immediately  becomes  vifionary  as  an  anti-religicnift.  This 
charge  will  be  fully  edabliihed  in  the  mind  of  every  candid 
and  judicious  reader  who  fhail  examine  his  attempt  to  prove 
the  chrillian  religion  to  be  nothing  more  tlian  a  corrupted 
worfhip  of  the  fun — and  that  the  hiftory  of  the  innocence 
and  fail  of  man,  of  the  woman,  the  temptation,  the  ferpent, 
and  the  curfe,  is  only  an  ailronomical  hieroglyphic  of  the 
Egyptian  priefts  to  fignify  fpring,  fummer,  autumn,  and 
winter,  and  the  conftellations  that  prefide  over  thefc  fcafcns. 
See  his  Ruins  cf  Palmyra — If  chriilianity  were  obliged  to 
have  recourfe  to  fuch  incredible  fuppoiitions  to  fupport  the 
hirtory  of  the  fcriptures,  vdiat  a  triumph  would  it  afford  to 
unbeliever;  ! 
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Chrifiians  are  reproached  for  receiving 
their  religion  by  inheritance,  and  embrac- 
ing their  faith  on  the  ground  only  of  autho- 
rity. Hov/ juPdy  may  the  charge  of  fham.e- 
fui  dependence  on  authority  be  retorted  on 
the  crowd  of  unbelievers  who  never  exa- 
mine for  themfelves  the  foundations  of  reli- 
gion,  .but,  w^iihing  only  to  find  it  falfe,  and 
not  able  to  rely  on  their  own  judgment, 
agree  to  pay  homage  to  the  wit  and  under- 
ftanding  of  a  few  enemies  to  the  crofs  of 
Chriil  whofe  talents  they  admire,  and  make 
them  alone  the  oracles  of  their  faith.  Per- 
haps, without  talents,  they  have  nothing  to 
recommend  them  but  a  fp rightly  libertimfm, 
and  a  confident  manner.  Perhaps  they  do 
not  really  believe  the  principles  which 
vauntingly  they  profefs — Poffibly,  their  own 
hearts  mil'give  them  while  they  utter  their 
blafphemies ;  but,  covered  with  an  impof- 
ing  air,  they  deceive  and  feduce  the  ignorant 
who  look  for  example  only  to  juftify  their 
unbelief,  and,  like  the  timid  and  the  feeble, 
draw  all  their  courage  from  the  confidence 
of  others.  Such  are  the  apoflles  and  pro- 
phets of  impiety  !  and  fuch  their  weak  and 
implicit  difcipies ! 
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Admitting  that  the  great  body  of  believ- 
ers derive  their  faith  from  education,  v;ho, 
I  pray  you,  merits  the  reproach  of  the  moft 
dilhonorable  credulity  ?  He  who  fuffers 
his  rehgious  principles  to  be  influenced  by 
the  opinions  of  his  country — by  the  inftruc- 
tions  of  parents  folicitous  for  his  virtue  and 
happinefs — by  the  venerable  authority  of 
ages — by  the  example  of  the  beft  and  wifeft 
men  in  every  age — by  the  gravity  and  fa- 
crednefs  of  the  church  the  faithful  depofita- 
ry  and  guardian  of  piety  and  morals  ?  Or 
he  who  adopts  his  opinions  from  libertines 
and  debauchees — from  the  idle,  the  di^^o■' 
lute,  and  the  vain — from  men,  perhaps 
equally  ignorant,  but,  only,  poffeiTing  more 
etfrontery  than  himfelf  ? — Alas  !  how  often 
does  the  corruption  of  principle,  as  well  as 
of  manners,  which  is  the  difgrace  of  fo  many 
youth  of  the  prefent  age,  fpring  merely  from 
the  force  of  vicious  example  on  the  weak 
and  ignorant — from  immoral  maxims,  from 
ridiculous  anecdotes,  from  loofe  fentiments 
fported  without  thought,  in  a  moment  of  * 
levity,  by  men  diilinguiUied  for  no  talent,  ex- 
cept an  impofing  vivacity,  and  of  no  fcience 
except  what  they  have  picked  up  in  the 
fchool  of  libertinifm  ?  Ah  !  if  falfe  fcience 
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has  deftroyed  her  thoufands,  ignorance  has 
deftroyed  her  tens  of  thoufands — An  igno- 
rance that  is  increafing  more  and  more  in 
proportion  as  luxur\'  and  difiipation  dege- 
nerate our  manners,  and  check  the  progrefs 
of  fohd  and  ufeful  improvement. 

This  character,  fo  difgraceful  as  well  as 
criminal,  ought  to  reprefs  that  idle  and 
contemptible 

III.  Vanity  which  I  have  fiated,  in  the 
laft  place,  as  another  caufe  of  that  ambi- 
tious infidelity  that  no  longer  retires  from 
fight,  but  boldly  obtrudes  its  deformity  and 
crimes  on  the  public  view. 

Vanity !  Can  man  be  vain  of  degrading 
his  nature,  and  frnkingr  it  to  the  level  of  the 
brutes  that  perifh — of  quenching  that  ce- 
leflial  fpark  which  the  Creator  hath  enkin- 
dled in  his  bofom — of  effacing  from  the 
mind  the  glorious  and  confolator^'  idea  of 
God — of  d?firoying  the  eternal  fource  of 
order  and  beautv  in  theuniyerfe — of  extin- 
guifliing  the  fubiime  and  bleiTed  hope  of 
immorialitv — of  digging  for  himfelf  the 
fearful  grave  of  everlalling  oblivion  ? 
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we  fee  the  raonftrous  fpirit  of  infidelity  af- 
fume  a  deplorable  honor  to  itfelf  from  cau- 
fes that  Iliould  expel  it  with  horror  from 
fociety,  and  forever  cover  it  with  difgrace 
in  the  opinion  of  the  virtuous  and  wife. 

1.  Vanity  prompts  feme  conceited  and 
injudicious  youth  to  make  a  difplay  of  im- 
pious principles,  becaufe  they  are  fuppofed 
to  carry  with  them  a  genteel  air.  Tleafure 
being  almoil  the  univerfal  purfuit,  the  prin- 
ciples that  afford  it  a  protetlion,  and  fcreen 
it  from  the  reproaches  of  reafon,  and  the 
cenfure  of  confcience,  meet,  in  ail  circles, 
too  favorable  an  attention.  That  man  is 
affured  of  being  v/ell  received,  who  can 
infinuate  ideas  of  loofe  pleafure  widi  inge- 
nuity, and  make  their  apology  with  fpright- 
linefs.  And,  fo  depravid  have  manners  be- 
come, that  he  who  aims  to  be  a  faihionable 
man,  too  often  finds  it  contribute  to  his  fuc- 
cefs,  in  the  circles  of  wealth  and  idlenefs, 
to  mingle  his  converfation  vvith  a  feafoning 
of  impiety.  When  fafnion  has  fo  far  mii- 
placed  its  approbation,  a  crowd  of  weak 
young  men,  ambitous  to  difplay  their  parts, 
go  even  beyond  what  falhion  requires.  In 
Old    to  provoke  the  laughter,  and  attract 
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the  admiration  of  the  thoughtlefs  and  the 
diffokite  they  dare  indecently  to  triflle  with 
whatever  is  moft  venerable  and  holy,  and  to 
violate  the  moft  facred  myfteries  with  a  pro- 
fane tongue.  Deceived  by  the  pleafantry 
which  they  excite  where  they  ought  to 
meet  with  nothin<^  but  indic^nation  or  con- 
tempt,  they  mifconftrue  petulance  into  wit, 
and  hold  themfelves  to  be  men  of  talents 
when  they  are  only  impudent  men. 

2,  Their  vanitv  is  apt  to  affume  a  merit 
to  itfelf  tor  thinking  differently  from  the  reft 
of  mankind.  In  an  age  in  which  manners 
are  not  yet  totally  depraved,  the  mafs  of 
the  people  refpecl  religion.  The  fentiments 
of  piety  are  written  by  the  hand  of  nature 
at  the  bottom  of  the  human  heart,  and  noth- 
ing but  extreme  vice,  or  the  pride,  and  the 
falfe  refinements  of  fpeculation  can  efface 
them.  Inftitutions  which  the  world  vene- 
rates, thefe  menclaimamiferable  glory  from 
defpifing.  Vi  hat  is  common  has,  with  them, 
an  air  of  vulgarity ;  and,  in  the  efteem  of 
fools,  they  fliev/  a  fuperiority  of  underftand- 
ing  while  they  infult  the  opinions  of  their 
countrv,  and  the  world.  Weak  minds 
are  apt  to  imagine  that  they  recommend 
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their  fpirit,  and  their  courage  by  fpurning 
at  the  fears  which  influence  other  men. 
The  awful  confiderations  of  a  future  judg- 
ment and  future  retribution,  thev  affett  to 
reprefent  as  imaginary  terrors.  And,  fre- 
quently, a  good  man  muft  fee  with  pity  the 
felf-complacent  vanity  v/ith  which  ignorant 
and  petulant  young  men  regard  their  own 
v/ifdom  and  fortitude  for  having  delivered 
themfelves  from  all  the  impreffions  of  a  pi- 
ous education,  and  torn  oif  the  fliackles  of 
religious  fear.  Alas !  what  a  reverfe  of 
abjeft  fear,  and  of  horrible  defpair  fhail 
overwhelm  them,  when  the  fupreme  judge 
fliall  come  to  awaken  them  from  this  vam 
dream — when  he  (hall  unfettle  all  their 
falfe  and  criminal  principles  by  the  itroke 
of  affliftion — vrhen  he  fhaH  difmay  them  by 
the  terrors  of  his  juftice — when  the  abyfs  of 
eternity,  opening  upon  their  view,  difclofes 
thofe  dreadful  realities  v/hich,  in  the  days 
of  their  folly,  they  had  defpifed  ;  and  fliews 
beneath  them  no  fupport  from  the  promi- 
fes  of  divine  grace,  or  the  hones  of  a  better 
life  ! 

3.  Another  claim  to  be  vain  they  found 
on  the  fancied  refemblancc  which  thev  bear 
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to  certain  rnen  of  difting-uifhed  s^enius  who 
have  unhappily  proilituted  their  talents 
to  the  fervice  of  impiety  and  vice.  By 
quoting  names  which  fcicnce  hath  confe- 
crated,  they  hope  to  attach  themfelves  to 
their  glorv,  and  to  derive  an  honor  from 
thinking  like  them.  That  there  ha\  e  been 
unbelievers  of  penetrating  rainds,  and  po- 
lilned  wit,  I  am  not  difpofed  to  deny — nor 
can  it  be  denied  on  the  other  hand,  that 
men  deltitute  both  of  wit  and  penetration 
are  continually  affeding  a  vain  reputation 
from  being  able  only  to  retail  their  max- 
ims. Hume !  Rouffeau !  how  many  vain 
conceited  vouth  have  you  contributed  to 
deilroy  !  Your  writings*  frill  continue  to 
diffufe  a  baneful  poifon  through  fociety  ! 
Oh !  fatal  talents !  that  have  produced  fo 
many  ambitious  imitators,  afpiring  to  re- 
femble  you,  but  v/ho  can  refeiuble  you  in 
nothing  but  your  crimes  ! 

Such  are  the  motives  that  commonly  in- 
cline men  to  the  fide  of  inSdelity.    In  pro- 

*  Thofe  writings  tliat  were  Immediately  diredled  againft 
the  intereils  of  piety,  and  tiie  foundations  of  revealed  reli- 
gion. For  the  rcfl,  they  are  always  ingenious,  and  Hume, 
in  particular,  geivrally  ufehil. 
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portion  as  a  man  is  virtuous,  chaRe,  tempe- 
rate; modeft,  profoundly  affected  vrith  the 
difplays  of  divine  intelligence  and  goodnefs 
in  the  ilruciure  of  the  univerfe,  and  pene- 
trated with  the  dutiful  fentiments  that  be- 
come a  creature,  to  the  Creator,  and  that 
are  fo  honorable  to  human  nature,  Vv  ill  he 
be  difpofed  to  embrace  the  principles,  and 
to  become  the  friend  of  religion — But,  if  he 
is  ignorant,  vain,  lewd,  intemperate,  profli- 
gate— here  is  a  prepared  foil  ready  to  re- 
ceive the  feeds  of  impiety.  Ah  !  are  thefe 
the  grounds  on  which  unbelievers  boafl  the 
Itrength  of  their  minds  ?  Are  they  grounds 
that  will  fupport  the  folid  fabric  of  truth  ? 

Thefe  difcourfes  I  (hall  now  conclude 
with  a  fevs^  refleftions  addreffed  to  young 
perfons,  and  efpecially,  to  the  ftudious 
)'outh  in  this  alfembly. 

In  this  precious  and  critical  period  of  life 
your  habits,  and  vour  principles  are  both 
to  be  formed.  Thefe  have  fuch  a  recipro- 
cal connexion  and  influence,  that,  if  you 
futfer  yourfelves  to  be  feduced  by  p!ea.fure, 
ydU  are  in  hazard  of  plunging  into  impiety. 
Urged  by  the  ardor  of  paUions  that  are  juft 
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beginning  to  unfold  themfelves — flattered 
by  hope  which,  as  yet,  has  feldora  difap- 
pointed  you — expofed  to  the  example,  and 
the  fohcitations  of  the  thoughtlefs  and  the 
difTipated — and  without  experience  to  cau- 
tion or  direct  you,  you  are  encompaffed 
with  dangers,  not  the  leafl  of  which  is  that 
of  adopting  falfe  maxims  of  condufl:,  and 
falfe  principles  on  the  fubject  of  rehgion. 
You  arc  in  danger  from  companions,  and 
you  are  in  danger  from  books. — The  pro- 
penhties  of  your  age  expofe  you  to  com- 
panions who,  in  the  purfuit  of  pleafure,  have' 
call  of  the  fear,  and  alrnoit  the  remem- 
brance of  God.  You  will  fee  realized  a- 
mong  them  all  thofe  caufes  to  which  I  have 
afcribed  the  prevalence  of  impious  princi- 
ples. But,  while  you  fee  them,  you  are  in 
hazard  of  being  infected  by  them.  Power- 
ful is  the  contagion  of  vicious  fvmpathy  ; 
and  the  ardent  inclinations  to  pleafure,  the 
limited  knowledge,  the  unripened  prudence 
of  youth,  often  expofe  them  as  an  eafy  prey 
to feducers  who  he  in  zvait  to  deceive.  Avoid 
ihofe  dangerous  companions  who  make  a 
mock  of  Jin;  and,  above  all,  thofe  who  not 
only  Jay  in  tluir  lieart  there  is  no  God,  but, 
w^ho  are  vain  of  their  foil  v.  and  proclaim 
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their  impiety  with  a  brazen  front.  Thefe 
adminiiter  to  young  minds  the  moft  fatal 
poifon — more  dangerous  than  contagion 
and  the  peftilence,  they  draw  after  them  a 
mighty  train  of  ruin.  Beginning  only  with 
apologies  for  your  propenfities,  they  flop 
not  till  they  have  whelmed  you  in  the 
dreadful  gulph  of  impiety. 

You  are  in  danger  from  books.  Thofe 
writers  are  firft  apt  to  catch  the  youthful  at- 
tention, that  pleafe  by  a  certain* brilliancy 
and  wit,  that  agitate  the  heart,  and  taint  the 
imagination.  Thofe  efpecially  feem  to  be 
fought  after,  at  the  prefent  period,  with 
peculiar  zeal,  that  attempt  to  fhake  the 
foundations  of  religion,  and,  by  removing 
the  idea  of  God,  and  of  his  holy  infpectioa 
and  government  fr^m  the  univerfe,  relax 
the  ties  of  moral  obligation,  and  give  an 
unrefirained  licence  to  the  paffions.  In 
your  choice  of  books  let  iblidity  and  truth 
be  their  principal  recommendation.  Thefe 
will  always  be  found  favourable  to  fmcere 
piety,  and  to  good  morals.  Check  that 
forward  prefumption,  fo  natural  to  youth, 
of  early  thinking  tliat  you  are  wife.  No 
quality  can  be  more  an  enemy  to  virtue. 
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and  to  every  fubflantial  and  ufeful  improve- 
ment ;  or  more  certainly  lead  to  vice  and 
infignificance  of  character. — Let  it  be  your 
firft  and  fupreme  concern  to  examine  the 
truth,  and  underftand  the  excellence  of  re- 
vealed religion.  I  am  far  from  requiring 
you  to  be  implicit  believers.  Religion  has 
nothing  to  fear  from  the  moft  faithful  and 
rigorous  fcrutiny.  It  fuffers  only  from  par- 
tial and  fuperficial  inquiries.  Enter  into 
this  inveiligation  with  an  honeii  love  of 
truth,  and* with  a  fmcere  determination  to 
embrace,  and  to  obey  it,  wherever  it  may 
be  found,  and  however  felf-denying  may  be 
the  duties  it  prefcribcs.  Ruinous  and  fatal 
will  be  the  errors  into  which  you  will  fall, 
if,  on  this  momentous  fubject,  you  content 
yourfelves  v/ith  a  haily  furvey,  or,  only  feek 
lor  evidence  acrainft  the  ^ofbcl,  and  in  fa- 
vour  of  your  paffions. 

What  can  concern  you  fo  highly  as  to 
know  if  you  are  immortal  beings,  or,  if  you 
have  no  higher  hope  than  to  mingle  again 
with  the  clods  of  the  earth  in  eternal  (ilence 
— Ii  God  is  jiijlto  take  vengeance  on  fin — or, 
if  ali  things  come,  alike  to  all  men,  and  there 
fnail,  at  laft,  be  no  difference  between  the 
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righteous  and  the  wicked— If  there  is  a 
'/Saviour  who  taketh  axcay  Jin  by  the  facrifice 
of  himfef;  or,  if,  according  to  the  holy 
fcriptures,  the  impenitent  {inner  muft  fmk 
down  to  everlalting  defpair  covered  with 
all  the  horrors  of  unexpiated  guilt?  All 
other  inquiries  (hould  be  poliponed  to  thefe. 
They  regard  not  only  your  prefent  peace, 
but  your  eternal  interefts — Not  the  honor 
that  conuth from  men,  but  that  which  ccnieih 
from  God, 

Let  not  any  of  you  imagine  that,  be- 
caufe  you  may  not  chufe  the  holy  minillry 
for  your  profeiTion  in  future  life,  the  truth 
or  the  practice  of  religion  may  be  of  lefs 
importance  to  you  than  to  others.  This  is 
prefering  decency  of  charafter  to  the  dif- 
charge  of  vour  duty.  Befides,  although 
true  piety  may  be  lefs  elTential  to  one  pro- 
fejjion  than  to  another ;  yet,  remember,  and 
may  the  fpirit  of  truth  write  it  indelibiy 
in  your  hearts,  it  is  equally  neceffary  to  you 
•1  as  you  ^xtmeii — as  you  are  immortal  — 
as  you  are  accountable  to  God — as  you  are 
to  receive  your  everhiiting  dediny  from  his 
juliice  according  to  the  deeds  you  have 
done  in  the  body. — But,  abltracting  from 
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the  confiderations  of  a  future  exiftence,  re- 
ligion will  form  your  higheft  ornament,  and 
your  moll  refpeftable  charafter,  in  whate- 
ver ftation  you  may  be  placed  in  life.  The 
reputation  of  fincere  rehgion  is  fitted  to 
attract  confidence  and  honor  from  mankind 
—What  a  luilre  does  virtue  fhed  upon 
confpicuous  talents !  How  amiable  will 
fortune,  or  rank,  or  whatever  may  elevate 
you  hereafter  above  your  fellow-citizens, 
appear,  if  it  be  adorned  with  that  piety 
which  makes  all  men  equal  again  by  the 
benevolence   and  humility  of  its  Ipirit ! 

Godlmefs  is  profitable  to  all  things,  hav- 
ing the  promife  of  the  life  that  now  is,  and 
of  that  which  is  to  come." 

This  fubjeft  I  have  chofen,  not  from  any 
apprehenfion  that  the  cenfures  v/hich  are 
due  to  impiety  and  vice  are  m.erited  by 
you ;  but  from  my  knowledge  of  the  pre- 
ient  flate  of  manners,  and  the  prefent  fafli- 
ions  of  opinion.  In  proportion  as  our 
iPianners  daily  degenerate,  irreligion  in  prin- 
ciple more  and  more  prevails.  All  moral 
and  religious  opinions,  except  thofe  that  are 
fixed  by  revelation,  are  in  a  ftate  of  perpe- 
tual fiux  and  mutability.    They  have  their 
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felhions  and  pafs  avv  ay.  This  is  the  age  of 
inlidel  and  licentious  principles  in  their 
moft  extravagant  (hapes ;  and  the  age  to 
come  will  look  back  with  aftonilhment  at 
the  folly  and  madneft  of  tlie  prefent.  Will 
you  rilk  your  falvation  on  a  foundation  fo 
unfound  and  falfe  ?  Confider  the  awful 
interefts  that*  depend  on  the  decifion  which 
you  form  on  the  fubjeft  of  religion.  Exa- 
mine into  its  reality,  and  the  right  which  it 
claims  to  command  your  obedience,  with 
all  the  ferioufnefs  which  eternity  requires. 
It  is  a  high  claim  that  comes  to  you  m  the 
name  of  God,  and  in  the  name  of  your  owa 
imniortal  interells.  The  fool  alone  foys  in 
his  heart  there  is  no  God  to  obferve  his  con- 
duft,  and  to  punilh  his  vices,  and  denies  a 
truth  that  is  borne  Vv-ith  fuch  evidence  on 
the  whole  face  of  nature,  and  v/ritten  in 
fuch  leorible  charafters  on  the  whole  courfe 
of  providence.  For  this  crime  doth  the 
judge  of  all  the  earth,  at  this  m.oment,  feem 
to  be  puniihing  the  world,  and,  at  the  fame 
time,  hardening  their  hearts  that  they  fhould 
not  difcern  the  caufe  of  their  calamities. — 
Eternal  Spirit  of  Truth  !  rebuke  the  nations 
in  mercy  !  Dellroy  the  dark  fpirit  of  athe- 
ifm  the  offspring  and  the  nurfe  of  crimes  ! 


52  Caiifcs  cf  Tiijiddiiy, 

Illuminate !  penetrate  our  hearts  vrith  the 
facred  principles  of  piety  and  virtue  !  Re- 
veal in  our  hearts  Ch  iji  Jefus  the  hope  of 
glo'y !  And  hailen  the  bleffed  moment 
when  thy  victorious  grace  fhall  fubdue  the 
vices,  the  errors,  and  the  palFions  of  all 
men.;  and  righteoufnefs  JhoM cover  the  earth 
as  tlie  zcaters  cover  the Jea  I 

AMEN! 


I 
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DISCOURSE  IIL 

ON   THE   DANGERS   OF  PLEASURE. 
ECCLESIASTES   VII.  2. 

It  is  better  to  go  to  the  houfe  of  mourning  than 
to  the  houfe  of  feajling. 

SENSUAL  pleafures  are  ranongthe  mofl 
dangerous  enemies  of  virtue.  The  na- 
tural taites  for  them  are  not  culpable,  and, 
V.  ithin  moderate  limits,  happinels  demands 
them,  and  reafon  and  religion  permit  them. 
But,  ardent,  and  prone  to  excefs,  they  r^e- 
quire  to  be  fubjefled  to  a  prudent  and  holy 
vigilance,  and  to  be  indulged  with  caution 
and  circumfpection. — Conllant  pleafure  is 
not  to  be  expefled  here.  And  the  contin- 
ual or  excellive  purfuit  of  it,  is  unbecoming 
our  Rate  in  this  world.  Our  path  is  che- 
quered with  evil.  If  the  fanguine  but  ftiort- 
fighted  hopes  of  youth  pifture  to  themfelves 
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nothing  but  fiowers  in  their  progrefs,  they 
will  foon  be  pierced  with  its  thorns.  If  we 
look  round  us,  we  v/ill  fee  misfortune,  pam, 
and  death  impreffing  their  melancholy 
{lamp  on  all  the  beil  eojoyments  of  human 
life.  This  vale  of  tears,  after  a  fhort  and 
uncertain  courfe,  leads  to  the  grave,  in 
which  we,  and  all  our  fellow-travellers  fliall 
be  fuccellively  fv/allowed  up.  It  is  then  the 
part  of  wifdoni,  ferioully  to  confider  our 
Itate,  and  frequently  to  look  forvv'ard,  and 
be  prepared  for  the  folemn  and  interefting 
clofe  of  the  prefent  fcene.  Much  pleafure 
is  unfriendly  to  ferious  refleftion.  It  dilTi- 
pates  the  heart.  It  engages  it  in  frivolous 
purfuits,  and  too  often  hnks  it,  at  laft,  in 
low  and  criminal  enjoyments.  Solid  wif- 
dom  is  beft  drawn  from  the  fober  and 
thoucrhful  fcenes  of  thehoufe  of  mournincr: 
for  there  we  learn  to  make  the  moft  juit 
eftimate  of  ourfelves  and  of  the  world. 

•The  hoiife  of  mourning,  and  the  hoife  of 
ferjling  are  figurative  expreffions  perfectly 
in  the  eaftern  ilile  defigned,  the  former,  to 
figaify  thofe  afRiciions  tliat  call  for  the 
fympathy  and  commiferation  of  the  hu- 
mane and  good ;  the  latter,  all  high  plea- 
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fures  of  the  fenfual  kind,  efpecially,  if  they 
are  accompanied  with  fcenes  of  feliivity. 

The  manner  in  which  the  facred  writer 
ftates  the  comparifon  between  them,  ftrong- 
ly  fuggefts  the  dangerous  influence  of  plea- 
fure.   For,  however  gloomy  and  painful, 
efpecially  to  the  young  and  gay,  the  objefts 
may  be  that  are  prefented  in  the  houfe  of 
mourning,  better  it  is  according  to  him  to 
make  the  facrifices  which  we  mufl  m.ake  in 
converfing  with  them^,  and  learning,  the 
grave  and  ufeful  leiTons  which  are  taught 
there,  than  to  expofe  the  frailty  of  youth- 
ful virtue  to  the  ftrcng  temptations  of  the 
houfe  of  feailing.    This  is  the  oblervation 
which  I  purpofe  to  illuflrate  and  prefs  in 
the  following  difcourfe.    For  although  the 
text  recommends  alfo  familiarity  with  thofe 
mournful  fcenes  that  call  forth  the  humane 
fympathies  of  the  heart,  and  invite  reflection 
on  the  vanity  of  the  world ;  yet  it  equally 
conveys  the  inftruftion  v,  hich  I  have  liated. 
And  1  have  chofen  to  conflder  it  chiefly  in 
this  light,  becaufe  we  eveiy  where  fee  plea- 
fure acting  upon  the  young  with  fatal  pov/- 
er,  and  bearing  them  irreliftibly  down  itg 
impetuous  ftream. 
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It  is  an  inftru£tion  that  deferves  from 
you  the  higher  conrideration,  becaufe  it 
comes  from  one  who  could  have  no  intereft 
to  reprefent  religion  in  a  gloomy  light — 
who  was  not  a  difappointed  milknthrope 
railing  at  pleafures  which  he  could  no  lon- 
ger talle,  nor  an  auftere  reclufe  condemning 
from  his  cell  enjoyments  which  he  had  ne- 
ver known.  He  was  a  man  acquainted 
with  the  world,  and  by  no  means  averfe 
from  pleafure.  He  had  even  purfued  it  to 
thofe  extremes  againft  which  he  knev/  fo 
v/ell  to  caution  other  youth  :  and,  when  he 
wrote,  was  in  poflelfion  of  that  power  w^hich 
gave  him  unhmited  command  of  it  in  every 
form  that  inclination  or  fancy  might  de- 
mand. Yet  this  is  the  author  who  cautions 
you  againft  its  dangers — for,  it  weakens  that 
watchfulnefs  and  guard  which  a  wife  and 
good  man  will  hnd  it  ncceffary  always  to 
maintain  over  himfelf— it  lays  the  heart 
open  to  too  ftrong  temptations — it  tends  to 
impair  thefc^ntiments  of  piety  tov/ards  God 
— it  is  unfriendly  to  the  exercife  of  the  be- 
nevolent affections — it  enfeebles  the  prin- 
ciple of  felf-government — and  laflly,  it  is 
unfavourable  to  thofe  ferious  reflections  on 
our  mortal  condition,  and  tlie  inllability  of 
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human  things,  fo  ufeful  to  prepare  the  foul 
for  her  future  exiftence,  and  her  immortal 
deftination. 

I.  Much  indulgence  in  pleafure  tends,  in 
the  firfl:  place,  to  weaken  that  watchfuinefs 
and  guard  which  a  wife  and  good  man  will 
find  it  neceflary  always  to  maintain  over 
the  frailty  of  the  heart. 

The  heart,  which  is  the  principle  of  all 
that  is  good  or  ill  in  man,  requires  the  molt 
perfevering  vigilance  to  guard  it  againltthe 
accefs  of  temptation.  A  habit  of  profound 
and  ferious  refletiion  on  curielvcs,  and  on 
the  real  Hate  and  duties  of  life  is  neceilary 
to  impofe  a  conilant  rein  upon  the  paifions, 
and  to  correti  the  illufions  by  which  fancy- 
is  always  ready  to  aid  the  errors  of  the 
heart.  The  fcenes  of  delight  prepared  in 
the  hcufe  of  of  feafdng  are  luile  calculated 
for  thefe  ends.  Reiiection  would  ujar  en- 
joyments that  depend  upon  the  levity  and 
riot  of  the  fpirits.  Pleafure  feidom  admits 
v/ifdom  of  her  party.  The  w^and  of  truth 
v/hich  ihe  carries  would  dv^Itroy  all  thoie 
unreal  images,  and  airy  vilions  with  which 
the   deluded  voluptuary   is  furroundcd. 

I 
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There  the  heart  is  thrown  loofe  from  re- 
llraint,  and  laid  open  to  the  lively  and 
warm  impreffion  of*  every  feducing  idea. 
Gaity  circulates  from  breail  to  brealt,  and^ 
diffipation  is  held  to  be  necefiary  to  enjoy- 
ment. Tire  fenfes,  the  fancy,  the  paffions, 
all  heated  and  inflamed,  hurry  it  av/ay, 
deprived  almoft  of  the  power  of  refiftance. 
"  Keep  the  heart  with  all  diligence,  fays  the 
wife  moralift,  for,  out  of  it  are  the  iflues  of 
life."  And  a  good  man  will  lind  it  incum- 
bent on  him,  in  partaking  even  of  the  mofl 
moderate  pleafures,  to  exert  an  unceafing 
feif-command,  and  to  preferve  a  mind  al- 
w^ays  collected,  and  awake  to  the  fenti- 
ments  of  duty.  His  emotions  he  ftould 
obferve  as  they  begin  to  rife,  he  fhould  at- 
tentively remark  their  progrefs,  and  be  pre- 
^  pared  to  reprefs  their  firll  tendencies  to 
^>  tranfgrefs  the  temperate  and  lawful  bound 
prefcribed  to  them  by  reafon,  and  religion. 
Examine  then  on  vvhat  fide  you  are  weak- 
eft  and  m.oft  accefiible  to  evil — there  fix 
your  principal  guard.  When  the  heart  is 
guarded,  temptation  will  alfail  it  in  vain. 
But,  when  lulled  to  fecurity  by  the  foothings 
of  pleafure,  or  tranfported  beyond  itfelf  by 
the  vivacity  of  its  ftelings,  or  by  the  fpright- 
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Imc-rs  of  amufcment,  it  is  ever  liable  to  be 
furprized  and  overcome  This  intermiifiou 
of  vigilance  and  care  is  the  more  dangerous 
becaufe  fo  feldom  regarded  as  a  fault.  Men 
abandon  themfelves  without  fufpicion  to 
the  fwect  neglect,  and,  through  the  un- 
guarded avenues  enter  a  multitude  of  ene- 

lies  v/ho  were  only  lying  in  v.  ait  for  this 

eciiive  moment. 

Thefe  dangers  affecl  even  lawful  and 
temperate  indulgences  m  pleafure.  I  fpeak 
not  here  of  thoTe  Vvho  make  the  houie  of 
feafting  a  fcene  of  riot — who  defignedly 
renounce  refleftion — who  f;t  down  to  full- 
nefs  and  intoxication,  and  who  rife  to  Icv/d- 
nefs  and  diforder.  On  fuch  inltruciion 
would  be  loll.  To  them  diiTolute  pleafure 
has  done  more  than  break  down  the  fences 
of  the  heart,  it  has  deflroyed  the  heart  itfelf. 
On  the  other  hand,  I  fpeak  to  ihofe  who 
enter  the  houfe  of  fealling  v^'ith  the  moft 
innocent  intentions — who  are  not  yet  pre- 
pared to  make  war  upon  piety  and  decency ; 
but,  who  are  not  fufiiciently  acquainted 
with  the  frailty  of  the  heart,  and  the  force 
of  the  paifions.  Them  I  would  warn  of 
hiares  that  they  do  not  fufpeft.  and  of  dan- 
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gers  that  may  furprife  them  before  they  are 
aware. 

II.  Pleafure  not  only  impairs  the  guard 
v/hich  a  wile  man  Ihould  conftantly  main- 
tain over  his  heart,  but  often  lays  it  open  to 
too  ftrong  temptations. 

Temptation,  always  dangerous  to  the 
imperfect  virtue  of  man,  is  peculiarly  fo  in 
the  houfe  of  fealting.  There  the  fenfes, 
and  the  pafTions  become  excited,  and  fur- 
round  their  objefts  with  a  feduftive  colour- 
ing. The  glow  of  imagination  raifes  a  fpe- 
cies  of  inchantment  around  the  votary  of 
pleafure,  and  his  palTions  are  growing  eve- 
ry m.oment  more  impetuous  and  ungovern- 
able. 

A  good  man,  who  w^ould  preferve  the 
purity  of  his  mind,  fiiould,  as  far  as  is  poffi- 
bie  for  human  prudence,  avoid  thofe  fcenes 
where  temptation  acquires  unufual  force  ; 
or  if,  fometimes  called  to  enter  them,  it  be- 
comes him  to  fummon  to  his  aid  reafon, 
experience,  and  all  the  power  of  pious  fen- 
timent,  to  prevent  the  hrft  incautious  wan- 
dering of  the  heart  and  fancy,  and  to  keep 
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them  clearly  within  that  dubious  limit  that 
feparatcs  vice  from  virtue.  Approaching 
this  critical  point,  they  often  kindle  with  a 
fudden  and  unexpected  ardor,  and  hurry 
him  beyond  the  moderation  which  he  in- 
tended to  obferve.  One  imprudent  indul- 
gence invites  another — The  gates  of  the 
citadel  are  thrown  open,  and  in  rufh  an 
lioll  of  enemies.  Of  this  David  affords  us 
an  inflruflive  and  affeCiing  example.  And 
Vv^e  dill  read  with  fympathy,  and  commife- 
ration  for  his  deep  affliction,  the  hiitory  of 
that  pious  and  amiable  prince  whofe  latter 
days  w^re  filled  with  bitternefs  and  tears 
for  having  only  once  incautioufly  courted  a 
temptation,  and  once  indulged  a  pleafure, 
to  which  he  was  ftrongly  mvited  by  the 
i  profperity  of  his  fortune. 

How  much  more  certainly  will  pleafure 
corrupt  thofe  who  enter  its  purlieus  without 
circumfpection,  and  expofe  thcmfelves  to  all 
the  dangerous  force  of  thofe  temptations 
that  meet  the  young  and  unwary  in  the 
houfe  of  feafting  ?  Here  example,  fympa- 
thy  of  feeiing,  the  arts  of  fedaftion,  all  the 
allurements  of  ingenuity,  all  the  decorations 
that  wit  can  give  to  vice,  unite  their  intlu- 
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ence  to  betray  the  heart.  Here  it  is  that 
youth  fo  often  lay  afide  their  early  fimpli- 
city  and  modeity,  and  turn  apoilates  from 
virtue.  Do  you  behold  a  profligate  young 
man  ?  Afic,  where  was  he  firit  corrupted  r* 
It  was  probably  in  the  midft  of  the  pleafures 
and  amufements  of  the  houfe  of  feafting. 
Where  did  his  paffions  firft  kindle  with  a 
new,  and  unknown  ardor,  and  his  heart 
form  the  loofe  purpofe?  Was  it  not  in 
the  houfe  of  fealting  where  temptation  in- 
vited, where  appetite  impelled,  and  where 
the  licentious  Itrain  of  converfation  encou- 
raged his  wifli  ?  Where  did  he  firft  hear 
thofe  principles  defended  that  favour  the 
diforders  of  the  paffions,  and  remove  from 
them  all  the  reftraints  of  religion?  Where 
did  he  learn  at  length  to  fport  them  himfelf, 
Vvhile,  perhaps,  his  heart  yet  fmote  him  for 
his  impiety,  and  falfliood  ?  Was  it  not  in 
the  houfe  of  feafting  whence  dilTipation  had 
baniflied  w^ifdom  and  prudence  ?  where  the 
fons  of  folly  w^ere  ambitious  of  ftining  by 
an  impious  and  impertinent  wit,  and  fought 
admiration  from  one  another  by  the  moft 
frivolous  qualities  ?  Where,  at  laft,  did 
principles  become  totally  perverted,  and 
no  longer  impofe  any  curb  upon  the  liccn- 
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tioufnefs  of  manners  ?  Was  it  not  in  the 
midft  of  thofe  fccnes  of  grofs  pleafure  where 
the  mind,  inveloped  in  the  mills  of  palfion, 
fees  falfhood  as  truth — where  reafon,  bribed 
by  the  heart,  defends  the  innocence  of  eve- 
ry indulgence — and  where  the  example  of 
others  contributes  to  render  it  confident  in 
error  ?  Ah !  temptation  acquires  a  dan- 
gerous, and  often  a  fatal  power  in  the  houfe 
of  feafting — It  lurks  in  all  the  avenues  that 
h:ad  to  it.  Youth,  who  incautioully  expofe 
^  themfelves  to  its  fnares,  or  yield  to  its  im- 
preffions,  are  haftening  to  ruin. 

On  the  other  hand,  does  not  wifdom  re- 
quire that  we  fhould  occafionally  enter  in- 
to the  houfe  of  mourning,  and  grow  fami- 
.  liar  there  with  thofe  ferious  and  thoughtful 
fcenes  that  pre  fen  t  to  us  inftrufl  ive  leiTons 
on  the  vanity  of  the  v/or!d  ?  There  every 
object  contributes  to  abate  the  immoderate 
ardor  of  the  palhons,  and  to  diveft  the  al- 
lurements to  vice  of  their  falfe  charms. 
There  wt  beliold  all  that  attraQed  ambi- 
tion, or  iliat  nourifhed  pride  levelled  to  the 
dud.  Blalled  perhaps  are  the  objefts  of 
unlawful  defire — and  the  defires  themfelves 
feem,  for  the  moment  to  be  extinguilhcd. 
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Silent  the  impious  tongue  that,  profaned 
rehgion,  and  that  jefted  with  eternity. 
Gone  to  her  account  that  fpirit  that,  in  life, 
may  have  forgotten  her  eternal  deftination, 
and  fought  only  a  vain  and  momentary 
happinefs  among  the  deceitful  and  fugitive 
joys  of  fenfe.  O  m.y  foul !  is  this  the  end 
of  all  the  gilded  profpects  of  vice  and  folly  ! 
If  temptation  is  ever  too  ftrong  for  thee, 
turn  to  the  houfe  of  mourning,  and  the 
views  that  are  there  prefented  will  correft 
it. 

III.  Scenes  of  pleafure  and  indulgence 
tend,  in  the  next  place,  to  impair  the  fen- 
timents  of  piety. 

The  folem.nity  of  the  ideas,  and  the  puri- 
ty of  the  fentiments  v;hich  form  the  fpirit 
of  true  devotion,  illy  accord  with  the  light 
fantaflic  joys  of  the  houfe  of  fealling,  or 
with  the  dilfipations  of  a  fenfual  heart. 
Not  only  do  thefe  fcenes  tend  to  impair  or 
to  fet  afide  the  holy  offices  of  religion/but 
frequently  we  fee  them  difturb  the  whole 
order  and  econom.y  of  life  ?  The  regula- 
rity of  families  is  deranged — The  rational 
and  ufeful  diilribution  of  time  is  negleded- — 
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Every  moment  is  left  to  be  employed  as  ac- 
cident, or  caprice  may  prompt — Hardly 
any  portion  remains  for  the  purpofes  of  inj- 
provement,  or  for  fulfilling  the  grave  and 
important  duties  that  belong  to  us  as  reafon- 
able  men,  and  as  chriilians — See  thefe  giddy 
children  of  folly  haftening  continually  from, 
pleafure  to  pleafure.  Hardly  are  they  re- 
covered from  the  fatigues  of  one  till  they 
are  again  engroITed  in  preparations  for  the 
next  fcene,  as  if  thefe  were  the  great  con- 
cerns of  life.  As  frivolous  and  idle  as'  their 
employments  is  the  whole  ftrain  of  their 
converfation — Ah  !  in  the  midft  of  fo  many 
vanities,  where  are  the  thoughts  of  God  our 
Maker? 

A  continual  fucceuion  of  pleafures  is  apt 
to  efface  from  the  mind  that  fentiment  of 
dependence  upon  the  Creator  fo  becoming 
our  Hate.  The  proud,  ungrateful  heart  of 
man  receives  the  bleflings  of  divine  provi- 
dence without  recognizing  their  author. 
He  greedily  devours  them,  and  then  forgets, 
or  fpurns  the  hand  that  beflows  them. 
Affliction  is  the  fchool  of  thankfulnefs  as 
well  as  of  wifdom.  The  mind,  humbled 
by  fuflfering,  enjoys  the  fmalleil  mercy  with 
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gratitude ;  while  the  richefl,  by  proud  un-- 
thinking  profperity,  is  firft  abuled,  and  then 
forgotten.  If  misfortune  has  not  yet  touch- 
ed you^  go  and  contemplate  it  in  the  lot  of 
others.  There  comtemplate  the  fraihy  of 
human  nature,  and  the  imperfeftion  of  all 
human  enjoyments  feparated  from  religion. 
Realize  the  necelTity  of  making  God  your 
friend  when  the  world  forfakes  you.  Men 
nurfed  in  pleafure  feel  not  the  fame  motives 
w^hich  the  weary  and  arrlicted  feel  to  feek  a 
refuge  in  the  bofom  of  the  Father  of  mer- 
cies from  the  fiorms  that  vex  the  world. 
In  the  houfe  of  mourning  we  naturally  lift 
our  hearts  to  God  as  the  friend  of  the 
wretched.  We  fee  how  bleffed  his  portion 
is  whofe  chief  good  remains  unimpaired 
amidft  the  wreck  of  all  his  other  comforts — 
and  who  is  able  to  fay,  I  will  go  to  God 
my  exceeding  joy.  In  the  time  of  trouble 
he  will  hide  me  in  his  pavilion.  When  my 
father  and  my  mother  forfake  me,  then  the 
Lord  will  take  me  up."^  Such  pious  em.o- 
tions  are  not  the  natural  growth  of  the 
houfe  of  feaiting.  The  heart,  fatisfied  with 
the  low  and  feverifh  enjoyments  of  fenle. 

*  Pfalms  xliii.  4 — 27,  5,  10. 


The  Dangers  of  Pleafure.  67 


afpires  not  to  feek  more  pure  and  fpiritual 
fources  of  delight.  And  amidll  the  pride 
of  life,  and  in  the  very  theatre  of  vanity, 
we  (hall  look  in  vain  for  thofe  elevated  and 
holy  affections  that  ally  the  foul  to  Heaven, 
or  for-  thofe  fentiments  of  humility  that 
connefl:  a  dependent  being  with  the  Creator. 

IV.  High  and  conilant  pleafures  are  un- 
friendly to  the  benevolent  affeclions.  They 
tend  to  contrafl  and  hiirden  the  heart.  The 
importunities  of  want,  the  fighs  of  wretch- 
ednefs  are  unwelcome  intruders  on  the  joy- 
ous feftival.  How  often  do  the  happy 
thruft  from  their  doors  the  children  of  mi- 
fery,  or  leave  them,  like  Lazarus,  forgotten 
at  the  gate  ?  On  the  lowly  and  diitrefsful 
vale  of  life  fiipercilious  profperity  is  inclin- 
ed to  look  down  v/itli  indifference  or  con- 
tempt. Having  gained  an  elevation  to 
v/hich  the  clouds  never  afcend,  it  is  little 
moved  at  the  tem.pells  that  beat  on  the  cot- 
tages below.  To  whom  fhall  the  miferable 
apply  for  that  fympathy  that  is  neceffary 
to  relieve  their  afflictions?  Who  are  they 
who  are  difpofed  to  feek  out  the  retreats  of 
forrow  and  diitrefs,  and  to  adminiRer  there 
thofe  confolations  Vvhich  the  afflicted  re- 
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quire  ?  Are  they  thofe  who  have  been  nurf- 
ed  in  the  lap  ot  indulgence  and  pleafure  ? 
Are  they  not  thoie  who  have  themfelves 
been  educated  in  the  fchool  of  misfortune, 
and  v/ho  have  been  taught,  by  their  own 
feelings,  the  claims  of  fuffering  humanity  ? 
Are  they  not  thofe  who  often  turn  afide 
from  the  profperous  courfe  which  provi- 
dence permits  them  to  hold  through  life, 
to  vifit  the  receptacles  of  human  wretched- 
nefs,  and  to  carry  comfort  into  the  habita- 
tions of  penury  and  difeafe  ?  Who  learn 
here  to  feel  what  is  due  to  human  nature  ? 

Pleafure  is  felf  fii — attrafting  every  thing 
into  its  own  center,  it  loofens  the  bonds  of 
fociety.  Hence  it  is  that  luxury  haftens 
the  ruin  of  nations  in  proportion  as  it  makes 
the  love  of  pleafure  the  reigning  charafler 
of  their  manners.  Man  is  rendered  fecial 
by  his  wants  and  fufferings.  The  mixture 
of  evil  in  the  condition  of  human  life,  con- 
tributes to  unite  the  world  by  the  moft  ten- 
der and  powerful  ties.  Mankind  are  link- 
ed together,  and  endeared  to  one  another 
by  the  mutual  need  and  exercife  of  kind- 
nefs.  Perhaps  a  condition  mixed  with  af- 
fliction like  the  prefent,  and  fuch  a  difci- 


The  Dangers  of  Pleafare,  6g 


pline  of  fympatby  as  we  experience  in  this 
world,  is  neceiTary  to  cultivate  the  foul  to 
that  high  pitch  of  benevolence,  and  to  pre- 
pare it  for  thofe  exalted  unions  that  lhall. 
take  place  in  the  celeltial  Hate.  Seldom 
will  callous  profperity,  that  has  never 
known  a  change,  deign  to  Ihed  a  tear  over 
the  calamities  of  the  unfortunate,  and  even 
when  prompted  by  vanity,or  urged  by  fii  ame, 
it  extends  a  hand  to  relieve  them,  it  is  bene- 
ficent without  charity.  If  we  would  culti- 
vate the  benevolent  affeftions,  and  bring  to 
perfeftion  thofe  humane  and  generous  fym- 
pathies  which  fo  well  become  our  nature, 
and  are  fo  neceiTary  and  fo  ornamental  to 
our  fiate,  we  muli  not  dwell  frequently  or 
long  in  the  houfe  of  feafting. 

V.  Its  pleafures  tend,  in  the  next  place, 
to  enfeeble  the  principle  of  feli-govern- 
ment. 

Self-denial  is  neceflary  to  felf-command. 
If  our  dehres  are  not  frequently  checked, 
and  always  kept  within  the  bounds  of  mod- 
eration, they  become,  like  children  fpoiled 
by  excelhve  indulgence,  impatient  of  con- 
troul,  and  prone  to  every  criminal  and 
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dangerous  licence.  Thofe  who  wifely  edu- 
cate youth,  accuftom  them  early  to  re- 
ftraint,  and  to  fubmit  implicitly  to  the  rea- 
fon  and  the  will  of  thofe  whom  age  and  ex- 
perience entitle  to  govern,  that,  when  their 
own  reafon  comes  to  take  the  command, 
they  may  be  able  to  obey  the  reftraints 
which  prudence  and  wifdom  will  find  it  ne- 
celfary  to  impofe  upon  their  palTions  and 
their  conduft.  Such  is  the  purpofe  alfj  of 
that  corrective  difcipline,  by  which  it  plea- 
fes  divine  providence  to  prepare  imperfecl 
men,  who  are  here  but  in  the  childhood  of 
their  exiftence,  for  the  ftate  of  perfect  rea- 
fon, and  of  perfect  virtue  in  the  heavens. 
In  the  midft  of  moderate  enjoyments,  and 
correfled  appetites,  the  fintiments  of  duty 
have  opportunity  firmly  to  root  themfelves, 
and  to  acquire  afcendency  among  the  other 
principles  of  the  heart.  Unreltrained  in- 
dulgence corrupts  them.  And  the  palhons, 
growing  inflamed  and  ungovernable,  hurry 
away  their  w^eak  captives  over  all  the  fences 
cf  prudence  as  well  as  of  piety. 

Moderation  and  felf-denial  are  not  lefs 
neceffary  to  the  true  enjoyment  of  pleafure 
than  to  the  proper  governm.ent  of  ourfelves. 
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When  pleafure  is  the  fole  objeft  of  purfuit, 
its  enjoyments  foon  grow  inhpid  by  excefs. 
The  appetites  precipitate  thenifelves  upon 
indulgence,  and  weary  themfelves  with  de- 
light. Hence  their  gratification  is  often 
dalhed-with  difguft,  and  often  followed  by 
remorfe;  Abltinence  is  neceffary  to  re- 
ftore  the  tone  of  nature,  and  to  create  the 
higheft  reliih  even  of  the  pleafures  of  fenfe. 
When  ufcful  employment  makes  up  the 
main  bufinefs  ot  life,  thofe  moderate  and 
lawful  enjovments  that  are  interpofed  to 
unbend  the  f  j  ing  of  the  mind,  are  tafied 
with  the  pureil  and  mo:!  exquifite  fatisfac- 
tion.  Ai:d  if  occafionally  vre  retire  to  the 
houfe  of  mourning,  its  ahefiing  fcenes  are 
calculated  to  nourilh  that  tendernefs  and 
fenfibility  of  heart  which  is  the  happieil 
foil  in  which  to  plant  all  the  moral,  fenti- 
mental,  and  focial  j:Ieafures. 

An  important  quality  in  the  government 
of  ourfelyes,  is  t!  e  power  of  firmnefs  and 
conftancy  of  mind  in  enduring  the  neceffa- 
ry evils  of  life.  Youth,  who  have  always 
been  flattered  and  foftened  by  pleafure, 
who  have  had  every  defire  gratified  as  foon 
as  it  arofe,  who  have  hardly  known  what 
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difappointment  is,  are  little  prepared  to 
encounter  thofe  adverfe  events  of  Pro\d- 
dence,  which  fooner  or  later  muft  prefent 
themfelves  to  ever)'  traveller  through  this 
mournful  and  uncertain  pilgrimage. — 
Hovrever  ferene  and  pleafant  the  morning 
of  life  may  commence,  clouds  will  often 
overcaft  the  dav,  or  will  moil  certainly  co- 
ver the  evening  witli  darknefs  and  gloom. 
If  vour  path  now  winds  along  a  fmiling 
plain  in  the  niidll  of  flovrers,  it  will  foon 
lead  you  kito  a  barren  defert  filled  \Nrith 
briars  and  thorns,  or  prefent  to  you  fright- 
ful precipices  from  which  you  will  hardly 
efcape.  Difappointments  you  muft  meet, 
mortifications  you  muft  endure,  diftrefsful 
reverfes  you  ought  to  expect.  What  af- 
fliftion  are  they  preparing  for  themfelves 
who  now  will  dwell  only  in  the  houfe  of 
feafting?  Conftant  pleafure  induces  a  vreak- 
nefs  of  mind  that  augments  the  prefTure  of 
the  multiplied  and  unavoidable  calamities 
that  belong  to  our  ftate.  In  that  cafe,  un- 
locked for  reverfes  will  over\vhelm  you 
with  a  dreadful  vreidit — if  vou  would  aci 
your  part  v/ith  dignity  in  the  world,  and 
not  weakly  fink  under  its  misfonunes,  ac- 
cullom  yourfcif  to  look  forward  to  its 
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changes,  and  ferioufly  to  confider  the  mix- 
ed condition  of  human  life.  Early  learn 
to  forego  your  own  inclinations,  when  duty 
requires  it ;  and  to  preferve  them  at  all 
times,  under  the  perfed  controul  of  reafon. 
Often  -enter  into  the  houfe  of  mourning, 
and  there  meditate  on  the  dark  fcenes  of 
human  nature.  Vifit  the  receptacles  of 
poverty  and  want — attend  the  couches  of 
difeafe  and  pain — liften  to  the  fighs  of  the 
friendlefs  and  the  wretched — look  on  the 
melancholy  trophies  of  death — let  the  cries 
of  mourners  who  lament  the  lofs  of  all  tliat 
was  dear  to  them  on  earth  touch  your  fym- 
pathy — reflecl  on  the  tears  that  are  Ihed  in 
fecret,  and  on  the  thoufand  namelefs  griefs 
that  vrring  the  hearts  of  the  unhappy.  By 
fcenes  like  thefe  challen  yourfelves,  and,  by 
becoming  familiar  with  aiflidion,  prepare 
your  mind  with  fortitude  to  meet  thofe 
changes  which  may  be  referved  for  you  in 
the  courfe  of  divine  providence.  If  it  ihould 
pleafe  God  to  cultivate  your  patience  and 
conllancy  in  the  fchool  of  fuffering,  regard  it 
as  a  proof  of  his  paternal  care.  Every  fucli 
trial  will  be  difarming:  for  you  the  force  of 
thofe  gr^at  calamities  that  fmk  feeble  minds 
to  the  dull,  and  preparing  you,  with  calm- 
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nefs  and  refignation,  to  approach  the  clofe 
of  Hfe,  a  period  fo  formidable  to  the  foft 
and  guiky  fons  of  pleafure. — The  grace  of 
God,  fanftifying  the  heart,  and  cukivating 
within  it  the  hope  of  a  bleffed  immortaUty, 
is  the  only  efteftual  preparative  for  a 
peaceful  and  happy  death.  But  the  holy 
fpiritufes  as  valuable  and  neceffary  auxilia- 
ries of  his  influences,  the  afFefting  medita- 
tions, and  the  felf-denying  duties  which  I 
have  here  recommended.  Certain  it  is  that 
thofe  who  form  to  themfelves  the  moft  flat- 
tering profpefls  in  the  houfe  of  feafl:ing, 
and  cherifli  only  thofe  gay  hopes  that  are 
apt  to  brighten  upon  them  there,  muft ,  in 
the  progrefs  of  life,  meet  with  many  cruel 
and  overwhelming  difappointments  which 
they  will,  by  no  means,  be  prepared  to 
endure. 

Without  a  firm  and  tteady  felf-command, 
and  many  felf-denials,  no  great  attainments 
can  be  made  in  the  beft  and  moft  valuable 
qualities  of  human  nature.  When  pleafure 
is  left  to  form  the  charafter  it  foon  deftroys 
whatever  is  amiable  or  refpeftable  in  youth. 
See  a  young  man  who  has  purfued  only 
fafliionable  amufements !    What  frivolity, 
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what  ignorance,  what  conceit,  what  inanity 
mark  his  charafter,  and  render  him  con- 
temptible in  the  clleem  of  the  wife  and 
good  !  What  an  unfurnifhed  mind  !  what 
ufelefs  talents  !  what  an  infipid  and  unilea- 
dy  heart !  But  if  he  has  plunged  deep  in 
the  Piream  of  pleafure,  frivolity  and  unfiea- 
dinefs  foon  become  its  lighted  faults. 
Loaded  with  treachery,  deceit,  and  every 
bafenefs,  it  haftens  to  fink  into  the  dregs  of 
vice.  If  the  bloom  and  vivacity  of  youth 
fhould  caft  a  veil  over  thefe  defefts  for  a 
time,  what  infignificance,  what  contempt 
are  they  preparmg  for  age  ! — what  m.elan- 
choly  and  gloom  for  declining  health,  and 
impotent  years  ! — what  bitter,  and,  at  the 
fame  time,  what  vain  repentance  for  a  dying 
bed! 

VI.  Pleafure  is  unfavourable,  in  the  laR 
plaqe,  to  thofe  ferious  refleftions  on  our 
mortality,  and  on  the  inftabiiity  of  all  hu- 
man things  which  are  fo  ufeful  to  prepare 
the  foul  for  her  immortal  deflination. 

The  image  of  death  would  frown  on  the 
gaieties  of  the  houfe  of  fealiing,  and  dafli 
them   with    unfeafonable   melancholy, — 
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Strangely  importunate,  and  unmindful  of 
propriety  would  he  be  thought  to  be  who 
ihould  infmuate  a  thought  of  dying  where 
all  were  devoted  to  feftivity  and  mirth.  Ah ! 
that  lolemn  and  eventful  moment  is  halten- 
ing  on.  1  he  riot  of  the  fpirits  may  hide  it 
from  your  view,  but  cannot  retard  it.  And, 
with  a  fearful  furprize  it  will  overtake  thoie 
who  have  not  expefted  its  approach. 

Little  more  welcome  will  the  thoughts 
even  of  the  felicities  of  Heaven  find  among 
fuch  fcenes  of  levity  and  folly.  With  thefe, 
their  pure  and  holy  nature  cannot  be  ailo- 
ciated.  And  the  heart  that  adores  the  one 
will  be  cold  and  indifferent  to  the  other. 
We  are  connefted  w^ith  this  world  by  the 
impreffions  of  fenfe,  and  with  the  world  to 
come  only  by  the  power  of  refleftion. 
Hence,  in  the  houfe  of  feafling,  where  the 
i'enfes  are  all  heated  and  inflamed  and  re- 
fleflion  almofl  excluded,  the  prefent  obtains 
an  infinite  advantage  over  the  future.  Eter- 
nity is  forgotten,  and  the  grave  at  lall  opens 
upon  us  by  furprize.  As  deeith  is  the  inevi- 
table lot  of  human  nature,  and  all  things 
here  are  haftening  to  a  period,  how  wife 
would  it  be  often  to  retire  from  the  circle 
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of  amufement,  and  to  grovv  familiar  with 
thefe  ferious  truths  in  the  houfe  of  mourn- 
ing. There  we  may  learn  to  meet  our  own 
change  in  peace,  and  be  prepared  to  prfs 
with  hope  to  the  great  tribunal.  There  we 
may  cultivate  that  lively  faith-inthe  merci- 
ful Pvcdeemer  of  the  world,  that  will  (bed 
light  and  joy  on  the  valley  of  the  fnadow  of 
death,  and  wholly  remove  thofe  ignoble 
and  impious  fears  of  dying  that  difcompofe 
the  latter  end  of  finners.  There  we  may 
contemplaie  the  vain,  the  tranfitory,  and 
uncertain  nature  of  earthly  things  that  are 
unworthy  to  attach  our  hearts.  It  is  only 
when  v/e  recollecl:  that  we  are  united  to  this 
world  by  a  momentary  tie,  and  to  the  world 
to  come  by  eternal  relations,  that  we  Ihall 
defpife,  as  reafonable  beings  ought  to  do, 
the  fantaftic  occupations  of  the  diffipated 
and  the  idle,  and  cultivate  the  foiid  and 
immortal  hopes  of  piety.  Thefe  are  lefTons 
not  taught  in  the  houfe  of  feafting.  There 
man  feems  to  poffefs  a  power  of  happinefs 
independent  and  fecure — the  vicihtudes, 
and  the  period  of  life,  are  hidden  behind 
the  mills  in  vrhich  fenfual  pleafures  involve 
the  reafon.  He  is  lured  on  ilep  by  Itep,  in 
a  fatal  oblivion  of  eternity  till  the  dreadful 
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inoment  when  he  is  called  all  unprepared 
to  plunge  into  it. 

'  The  whole  objeft  of  the  prefent  difcourfe 
is  to  teach  us  caution  and  moderation  in 
indulging  the  pleafures  of  fenfe.  Univer- 
fally  criminal  they  are  not — On  this  fubjeft 
the  Creator  has  indicated  his  will  by  the 
powders  of  enjoyment  Math  which  we  are 
endued,  and  the  objetts,  evidently  defigned 
to  gratify  them,  with  which  we  are  fur- 
rounded.  But,  liable  to  great  abufe  through 
the  infirmity  and  corruption  of  human  na- 
ture, they  require  to  be  reft  rained  by  a  firm 
and  conftant  rein.  There  is  a  moderate 
bound  within  which  they  are  lawful. 
Chearfulnefs  is  a  virtue — though  levity  is 
a  vice — Amufement,  enjoyed  as  a  relaxa- 
tion from  the  grave  and  important  duties 
of  life,  is  to  be  allowed — diffipation,  as  an 
enemy  to  all  good  principle,  is  to  be  con- 
demned. Temperate  pleafures  may  be  ren- 
dered favourable  not  only  to  the  enjoy- 
ments, but  the  duties  of  life — inordinate  in- 
dulgence leads  to  the  proftration  of  every 
generous  and  noble  affefiion  of  the  heart. 
The  blelTmgs  of  providence,  tafted  with 
moderation  and  received  with  thankfulnefs. 
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ferve  to  ftrengthen  the  principle  of  piety — 
abufed  to  intemperance,  they  corrupt,  and 
at  length,  deftroy  both  body  and  foul. 

Life  is  a  ferious  thing.  It  is  the  com- 
mencement of  an  endlefs  being.  It  is  the 
only  period  of  our  probation  for  immorta- 
lity. Every  aftion  here  is  imprelhng  fome 
characler  upon  our  deftiny.  And  the  whole 
feries  of  our  condufl  in  time  is  to  form  the 
fubjecl  of  one  vafl  reckoning  at  the  bar  of 
God.  Although  the  chearfulnefs  of  con- 
fcious  innocence,  and  the  ferenity  of  pious 
hope  become  a  good  man,  levity  is  unfuita- 
ble  to  his  ftate.  And  frequent  entrance 
into  the  light  and  thoughtlefs  fcenes  of  the 
houfe  of  feafting,  even  in  youth,  is  unwor- 
thy a  rational  and  immortal  being  who  is 
encompaffed  with  fuch  ferious  profpefls, 
and  has  duties  of  fuch  high  importance  to 
fulfil.  With  referve,  therefore,  indulge 
pleafure.  Never  facrifice  to  it  one  duty 
either  to  God,  or  to  man.  Preferve,  in 
your  lawful  amufements,  a  collefted 
mind,  habitually  attentive  to  the  great  def- 
tinations  of  life.  Chaften  your  joy,  know- 
ing that,  for  every  idle  w^ord,  and  for  every 
idle  thougln,  you  muft  render  an  account. 
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Remember  the  prefence  of  God,  rmd  join 
trembhng  with  your  mirth. — Look  forward 
to  that  period,  not  far  remote,  when  the 
fun,  the  moon,  or  tlie  Jlars  JhaU  no  longer 
Jhine  on  your  tabernacle — when  tlie  fiver 
cord  of  life  fnill  be  loofed,  and  the  golden 
bowl  Jhall  be  broken,  xvhen  the  frail  pitcher 
Jhall  be  broken  at  the  fountain,  and  the  icheel 
broken  at  the  cijiern — then  Jliall  the  dujl  return 
to  the  earth  as  it  was,  and  the  jpint  JJiall 
return  to  God  who  crave  it.^  Meditations 

*  Eccles.  xii.  This  is  a  fine  collection  of  images  in  the 
eaftern  ftile  to  exprels  the  period  of  life.  The  thread  o  f  li  fe 
is  a  familiar  image  in  tlie  poetry  of  all  nations,  which  is 
here  reprefented  as  a  fiher  cord  for  iis  precioufncfs  and  deli- 
cacy. The  only  part  of  the  imagery  which  will  be  obfcure 
to  an  American  or  European  reader  is  the  following — fwheri 
the  pitcher  JI?all  be  broken  at  the  foimtairii  and  the  '■xhcel  fljall  ks 
broken  at  the  cijlern.  In  the  ibuth  of  Alia  and  in  Egypt, 
where  there  were  few  ftreams,  water,  fo  necelTary  for  tl:2 
iifes  and  fuftenance  of  life;  was  fouG;ht  for  in  wells,  or  coUciTred 
in  ciftems.  From  hence  it  was  drawn  with  pitchers  or  Gtl"icr 
fimilar  velTels,  by  young  maidens,  or  the  daughters  of  the 
family,  for  domeilic  ules  ;  or,  it  was  railed  by  a  wheel,  and 
diilributed  into  the  troughs  and  refervoirs  at  which  the 
herds  came  to  drink. — ^T\lien  the  pitcher,  that  had  fo  often 
gone  and  returned  fafe,  vras  at  laft  broken  at  the  fountain — 
when  the  wheel,  tliat  raifed  the  flood  from  the  ciftem,  and 
threw  it  along  the  Channels  prepared  for  the  cattle,  was  de- 
ftroyed,  the  waters  were  no  longer  coUedLed.  Thefe  refrefn- 
ing  ftreams,  fo  necelTary  to  the  comfort  and  fuftenance  cf  na- 
ture, ceafed  to  flow.  Thefe  circum.ftances  are  employed  p.- 
figures,  fimple  but  beautiful,  to  exprefs  the  rupture  of  tlia 
frail  yelTsl  that  contains  the  fountain  of  life  j  or  the  ceiTatloii 
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on  death  do  not  diflurb  the  innocent,  they 
alarm  only  the  guilty  confcience — They  do 
not  cover  life  w^ith  gloom,  and  dellroy  its 
pleafures,  as  the  licentious  imagine — They 
only  render  plcafure  temperate  and  wife. 
Frequently  enter  into  the  houfe  of  mourn- 
ing— and,  always,  when  it  comes  in  compe- 
tition with  the  houfe  of  feafting,  give  the 
preference  to  this  fchool  of  humanity  and 
lerioufhels— ^6?r  it  is  the  ejid  (f  oil  men,  ai:d 

the  living  will  lay  it  to  his  hecrt,  Thefc 

feafons  of  tender  and  virtuous  grief  may 
nourifli  pious  reflections,  and  bring  to  ma- 
turity the  hopes  and  difpofitions  oi  heaven, 
that  would  have  decayed  and  periihed  e- 
midft  the  ardent  and  barren  pleafures  of 
fenfe.  Happy  they  who,  ly  the  jadnefs  of 
the  countenance  have  the  heart  made  better — 
who  are  taught,  by  the  afflictions  that  are 
in  the  world  to  look  far  above  its  tranfitory 

of  the  a(51:lon  of  the  heart  that  thrown  its  precious  ftreams 
along  the  channels  of  tlie  veins.  Thofc  ^vho  contlik  the 
connmentators  on  this  palfagc,  will  find,  in  the  greater  part 
of  them,  many  infipid  and  ridiculous  criticisms,  as  if  the 
facred  writer,  inftead  of  employing  a  beautiful  poetical 
image,  intended  to  give  us  a  pedantic  and  enigmaUcal  lyf- 
tem  of  anatomy. 
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and  unfatisfying  joys,  to  the  eternal  habi- 
tations of  the  jult  and  the  throne  of  the 
living  God,  in  whofe  prejence  is  fullnefs  of 

joy,  and  at  whofe  right  hand  are  plecfures 

for  ever  more. 

AMEN  ! 


«  5  • 
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DISCOURSE  IV. 


THE    RICH    MAN    AND  LAZARUS^ 
.  — «c^s—  . 

Luke  xvi.  ig — 26. 

CC  nr^HERE  was  a  certain  rich  man  who 
Jl  was  clothed  in  purple  and  fine  linen, 
and  fared  fumptuoully  every  day — and 
there  was  a  certain  beggar  named  Lazarus 
who  was  laid  at  his  gate  full  of  fores  and 
defiring  to  be  fed  with  the  crumbs  which 
fell  from  the  rich  man's  table — moreover^ 
the  dogs  come  and  licked  his  fores.  And  it 
came  to  pafs  that  the  beggar  died,  and  was 
carried  by  angels  into  Abraham's  bofom. 
The  rich  man  alfo  died  and  was  buried. 
And  in  hell  he  lift  up  his  eyes,  being  in 
torments,  and  feeth  Abraham  afar  off,  and 
Lazarus  in  his  bofom.  /  nd  he  cried  and 
faid,  father  Abraham !  have  mercy  on  me, 
and  fend  Lazarus  that  he  may  dip  the  tip 
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of  his  finger  in  vratcr  and  cool  my  tongue, 
for  I  am  tormented  in  this  flame.  But 
Abraham  faid,  Son  !  remember  that  thou; 
in  thy  life  time,  receivedft  thy  good  things, 
and  iikewife,  Lazarus  evil  thin^is — but  now 
he  is  comforied,  and  thou  art  tormented. 
And  befidcs  all  this,  between  us  and  vou 
there  is  a  great  gulph  fixed,  fo  that  they 
who  would  pafs  from  hence  to  you  cannot, 
neither  can  they  pa.fs  to  us  who  would  com.e 
from  thence." 

This  parable  contains  the  moral  hiflory 
of  a  foft  and  effeminate  voluptuary.  His 
attire,  his  table,  and  his  equipage  dii'played 
the  magnificence,  and  luxury  of  a  prince. 
He  was  cLothed  in  purple,  and fine  linneii,  and 
fared  Jimiptuoujly  every  day:^  But,  in  the 
mudfl  of  that  Ij^lendor,  and  felf-enjoymen 
he  feems  to  have  forgotten  the  great  end  of 
living.  Rendered  unmindful  ot  his  Creator 
and  of  the  fufierings  of  his  fellow  creatures 
b>^  an  abufe  of  mercies  derived  only  from 
% 

*  Purple  was  the  colour  appropriated,  in  that  age,  t 
princely  rank.    And,  as  the  nianufadure  of  linnen  wa 
then  only  in  its  infancy,  it  \va5  not  introduced  as  an  article 
of  ordinary  drefs.    The  weaiing  Q>i fine  linnen  therefore  was 
confidcred  as  a  proof  cf  the  greateil  wealth,  or  the  greateft 
.  luxury. 
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the  goodnefs  of  God,  and  which  ought  to 
^  {jave  been  employed  to  the  purpofes  of  pi- 
ety and  charity ;  he  appears  to  have  been 
intoxicated  with  his  good  fortune,  and  to 
have  ceafed  to  refleft  on  the  uncertainty  of 
human  things,  and  the  great  interefts  of  his 
immortal  exillence.    1  hus  occupied  and 
diflipated,  in  the  moment  when  he  leaft 
expefted,  and  was  leall  prepared  for  the 
dreadful  reverfe  that  followed,  he  was  fur- 
prized  by  death,  and  in  hell  he  lift  up  his 
eyes,  being  in  torment    The  profperity  of  his 
firfl  fortune,  and  the  mifery  of  his  prefent 
condition  are  the  more  ftrongly  marked  by 
being  oppofed  to  the  wretchednefs,  and  the 
triumphs  of  Lazarus.    It  is  of  little  impor- 
tance to  inquire  whether  this  is  the  hifiory 
of  men  who  aclually  lived  at  Jerufalem  ;  or, 
whether  our  Lord  hath  borrowed  only  ge- 
neral and  probable  chara£iers,  and  worked 
them  into  a  parable  for  our  inftruflion. 
The  moral  is  the  fame — That  we  are  not 
to  judge  of  the  happinefs  and  mifery  of 
men  by  any  external  circumftances  ii^which 
they  may  be  placed  in  the  prefent  life — 
That  piety,  though  it  may  feem  to  be  over- 
whelmed by  poverty,  by  contempt,  and 
fuEFering  here,  is  found,  at  laft,  to  be  inli- 
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nitely  the   happieft  choice—That  vice, 
though  furrounded  with  I'plendor  and  afflu- 
ence, and  with  all  the  plealures  that  aiUu- 
ence  can  purchafe,  \vill  appear,  eventually, 
to  be  a  wretched  portion — And  that  o]ie 
thing,  above  all  others,  is  necdjut.    But,  as 
the  character  of  this  fon  of  pieafure  is  not 
marked  in  the  parable  by  any  high,  and 
atrocious  acts  of  vice,  except  the  w^ant  of 
chanty  to  Lazarus,  and  f)  mpathy,  with  his 
affliction,  it  may  be  intended  tarther  to 
teach  us  that  a  voluptuous  luxury,  a  foft 
and  excelTive  felf- indulgence,  an  ambitious 
oftentation  in  the  ornaments  of  the  per  fon, 
the  fumptuoufnefs  of  buildings  and  furni- 
ture, and  the  richnefs  and  Iplendor  of  equi* 
page,  when   they  employ  our  principal 
cares,  are  themfelves  criminal ;  and,  by  ihe 
negleft  which  they  induce  ot  the  higheit  in- 
tereits  of  the  foul,  are  preparing  ii,  in  the 
end,  for  that  fearful  deliiny   lo  Itrongly 
painted  by  our  Lord  in  this  interefting  pa- 
rable. 

To  reprefent  this  defliny,  in  order,  if 
polhble,  to  deter  the  children  of  guilty 
pieafure  from  purfuing  their  fatal  career, 
{hall  be  the  principal  objed  of  the  prefent 
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clifcourfe,  as  it  was,  probably,  the  main  de- 
fi^n  of  our  Lord  hinilelf. — I  (hall  previoufly, 
however,  take  a  fhort  review  of  the  other, 
and  fubordinate  inftru6tions  that  rife  out  of 
the  hillory,  and  that,  without  doubt,  were, 
likewile,  in  the  view  of  this  great  teacher. 

The  firfl  lelTon  which  we  are  taught  by  it 
is,  that  we  are  not  to  judge  of  the  happi- 
ncfs  or  mifery  of  men  by  any  external  cir- 
cumltances  in  which  they  may  be  placed  in 
the  prefent  life. 

The  gaiety  and  fplendor  that  Rirround  af- 
fluence, and  are  oilentatioufly  difplaycd  by 
luxury,  often  deceive  the  world  into  a  falfe 
opinion  of  the  happinefs  of  the  men  who 
enjoy  them.  The  votaries  of  pleafure,  as 
long  •  as  they  can  avoid  looking  into  their 
own  hearts,  and  into  futurity,  are  themfelves 
deceived  on  their  own  fubjecl.  But,  not  to 
mention  that  true  happinelk  depends  chiefly 
on  the  inward  flate  of  the  mind,  and  the  re- 
gulation of  its  affeflions  by  the  flandard  of 
reafon,  and  the  fpirit  of  religion,  fo  contra- 
ry to  all  their  habits,  let  us  view  their  en- 
joyments in  the  light  only  in  which  they  are 
reprefented  to  us  m  this  affecting  ftory.  If 
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they  muft  fhortly  end  in  eternal  and  unut- 
terable mifery,  \vhat  value  Ihouid  we  put 
upon  them  ?  Under  the  face  of  gaiety,  and 
the  high  enjoyment  of  life,  are  concealed 
the  prmciples  of  eternal  death.  Under  an 
exterior  mafk  of  felicity  on  which  are  paint- 
ed fatyrs,  and  fyrens,  and  the  images  of  joy- 
ous feitivals,  are  covered  the  fcorpions  of  a 
guilty  conlcience,  and  the  avenging  furies 
of  divine  jultice. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  pains  or  the  wants 
which  a  good  man  may  be  obliged  to  en- 
dure in  the  prefent  life,  which  is  but  a  mo- 
ment, can  take  little  from  the  infinite  fum 
of  an  eternal  felicity  on  which  he  is  the  next 
moment  about  to  enter.  Lazarus  may  be 
poor — he  may  lie  at  the  gate  of  a  princely 
palace  w^hofe  lord  riots  in  the  abundance  of 
his  wealth — the  dogs  may  clean  the  fores 
of  a  wretch  v;ho,  fick  with  hunger  and  fa- 
tigue, is  obliged  to  accept  of  that  fmall 
oiiice  of  kindnefs  from  beafts,  which  he  will 
lock  for  in  vain  from  the  unfeeling  pride 
and  luxury  of  his  own  fpecies — Lazarus 
may  peridi  for  want — but  his  pains  are  only 
for  an  inilant.  Death  which  feems  to  be 
the  greateft  of  them,  puts  an  end  to  them  all. 
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Angels  convey  liim  to  everlafling  habita- 
tions. And  the  bofcm  of  the  father  of  the 
faithful  receives  him  from  the  contempt  and 
injuries  of  ti  e  world.  And,  in  the  eflimate 
of  our  happineis,  what  proportion  is  there 
between  a.  momentary  joy  fucceeded  by 
eternal  fufFerings,  and  a  momentary  fufier- 
ing  fucceeded  by  eternal  joys  ? 

When  we  confider  the  dirferent  deftinies 
of  thefe  two  men,  how  llrongly,  in  the  next 
pface,  do  they  inculcate  this  truth,  that  one 
thing  IS  need/id!  Is  happinefs  the  aim  of  all 
the  purfuits  of  men  ?  it  is  to  be  found  on- 
ly in  true  religion.  Wealth,  povver,  and 
fenfual  pleafure,  the  phantoms  that  contin- 
ually occupy  and  deceive  the  world,  caa 
add  little  to  the  felicity  of  men  when  mea- 
fured  on  the  great  fcale  of  immortality. — • . 
I  And  if  they  are  acquired  by  crimes,  or  ardv 
enjoyed  without  God,  their  poileffion  is 
vanity,  their  end  is  miiery.  Look  on  the 
dreadful  fate  of  this  rich  voluptuary  and 
fay,  What  Jhall  it  profit  a  man,  though  he  gain 
the  whole  world,  zj  he  loje  his  oion  JoaL<^  Gr 
what  JJiall  a  man  give  in  exchange  J  or  his 
foul  ?  When  plunged  in  that  devouring 
gulph,  will  it  be  any  coufolatioa  to  him 
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that  he  has  once  revelled  in  \\\^  fulnefs  of 
feniual  joy  ?  \\  ill  he  not  envy  the  i.aie  of 
LdzaruSj  poor,  dei'piled  and  wretched,  but 
e  heir  of  heaven.^  Will  he  not  elleein  it 
infinitely  a  better  portion  to  fatier  atiiiction 
\%i:h  the  people  oi  God,  than  to  enjoy  the 
pleauirci  of  £n  for  a  feafon  ? 

But,  probably,  this  parable  was  intended, 
farther,  to  reprefent  the  guilt,  and  to  point 
out  the  condemnation  oi  a  foft  and  pleafur- 
able  li.e  devoted  fupremely  to  the  gra.ili- 
cations  of  appetite,  and  of  vanity.  The 
character  of  this  rich  man  is  not  marked  by 
any  criines  of  notorious  profligacy,  he 
iuhabiied  a  palace,  he  was  a.taxd  wi  h 
fplendor,  he  enjoyed  a  fumptuous  and  lux- 
i  rious  table.  His  fault  feeius  to  have  con- 
tfiiled  chiefly  in  an  ollentatious  lu>ury, 
8h  an  eliminate  felT-indulgeLC'^.  Ani 
ir>ere  are  innumerable  duties  to  tl  e  pojr, 
to  the  church,  to  our  country,  to  manUnd, 
as  well  as  to  God,  with  which  fuch  a  like  is 
inconfiftent. 

By  pampering  the  appetites,  and  inflam- 
ing the  pa!lions,  it  i>;  untriendly  to  that  iVif- 
gjvernmentj  and  felf-deuiiil  \iLicharc  d- 
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frntial  to  a  life  of  piety  and  virtue.  And 
not  lels  i>  it  unfavourable  to  the  virtues  of 
benevolence  and  charity.  High  and  con- 
tinual pleaiures  beget  a  itlfuhnefs  of  mind 
that,  at  lallj  ceaf  s  to  feel  for  the  miferable 
— Ihey  nourilh  a  pride  that  i>  prone  to 
look  down  with  contempt,  or  w  iih  neglecl 
on  the  humble  and  unfortunate — 1  hey  cie- 
atea  fal'e  and  fallidious  delicacy  that  is  apt 
to  be  offended  at  the  view  of  poverty  and 
WTetchednefs.— Lazarus,  thereiore,  lies  ne- 
gleded  at  the  gate.  If  he  is  not  infultcd, 
Le  is  forgotten.  It  would  break  in  too 
much  upon  the  enjoyments  of  this  fon  of 
pleafureto  concern  hi  idelf  about  the  peace 
of  a  wretch.  If  he  lillens  to  a  repreienta- 
tion  in  his  behalf,  the  care  of  turni'hing 
relief  is  -devolved  on  pampered  ilaves,  who, 
partaking  of  their  maHer's  fuilnefs,  have  no. 
lympathy  with  dnlreffed  and  friendlefs  vir-^ 
tue.  He  is  too  indolent  to  roufe  himielf 
from  the  lap  of  eafe  and  indulgence  to  tiie 
active  cares  of  a  generous  and  noble  cna- 
rity. — A  1  g'l  crime  this  in  the  eye  of  Uod 
who  has  an  equal  care  of  all  his  child xn, 
and  who,  in  the  courfe  of  a  wife  and  grd- 
cious  providence  permits  the  varieties  of 
pleasure  and  of  pam  that  exut  among  laeh 
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only  in  order  to  cultivate  in  their  hearts  the 
nobleft  virtues,  and  to  unite  them  together 
by  the  fweeteft  ties. 

Equally  inimical  is  a  continual  fucceffion 
of  fenfual  delights  to  the  i'ublime  virtues  of 
public  fpirit.  They  contract  as  \\ell  as  en- 
feeble the  mind.  And  render  it  incapable 
of  expanding  itfelf  to  the  great  and  enlarg- 
ed interefls  of  religion,  of  our  country,  or  of 
mankind.  They  concenter  it  in  low  and 
ignoble  enjoyments.  Innumerable  liitle 
and  fehifh  cares  perpetually  engage,  and,  at 
length,  almoft  exclufively  occupy  it.  Ihe 
foftnels  and  felhihnefs  of  pleafure  difqualify 
a  man  for  thofe  \ng\\  and  arduous  fervices 
in  promoting  the  glory  of  God,  and  the  fal- 
vation  of  men,  to  which  a  chriiiian  may  of- 
ten be  called  ;  and  render  him  equally  un- 
able, or  unwilling,  to  make  thofe  generous 
and  noble  facrihces  which  the  virtues  of 
humanity,  of  patriotifm,  or  of  piety  may 
require.  Do  we  ever  expeft  to  hear  from 
the  lovers  of  pleafure  this  holy  and  difin- 
terefted  profe&on  which  fo  wxU  becomes  a 
a  difciple  of  the  crucified  Redeemer — 
doubtlejs  I  count  all  things  but  lofs  for  the  ex- 
ceUency  of  the  knowledge  of  Ch'jjt  Jejus  my 
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Lord  for  whom  I  have  fi[ff'ered  ihe  lojs  of  all 
things?  Neilhtr  count  I  my  Life  dear  unto 
myjelf,  fa  that  I  might  finijh  my  coitfrfe  nilh 
joy,  and  the  minift  'y  which  I  have  received  of 
the  Lord  Jefus,  to  Uftify  the  gojpel  of  the  grace 
of  God  ?  And  if  we  confider  thofe  virtues 
only  which  are  efTential  to  the  cxiftcnce  or 
profperity  of  fociety,  can  you,  in  trying  fi- 
tuations,  truil  the  integrity,  or  confide  in 
the  patriotifm  of  men  who,  by  voluptuouf- 
nefs,  have  corrupted  and  enfeebled  their 
minds,  or,  by  luxury,  have  probably  im- 
paired their  principles  'along  with  their 
fortune?  And  when  thefe  vices  have 
infected  the  mafs  of  a  nation  all  improve- 
ment ceafes — public  enterprize  is  extin- 
guilhed — national  defence  languifhes — na- 
tional honor  is  betrayed.  They  have  uni- 
formly proved  the  grave  of  empires. 

But  the  great  evil  of  this  charafter  con- 
fifts  in  lovmg  the  creature  more  than  the 
Creator,  who  alone  is  worthy  of  our  fu- 
preme  affctiion.  This  is  the  abundant 
fountain  from  which  flow  all  other  fins. 
The  love  of  God  is  the  love  of  virtue  in  its 
fource  and  eilcnce ;  and  is,  therefore,  the 
proper  and  univerfal  pruiciple  of  duty. 
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But  you  fee  in  this  unhappy  voluptuary, 
and  in  thofe  who  are  daily  lollowmg  Lis 
exan  pie,  a  heart  dcvoied  to  plea  lure  and 
vaniiy,  to  feif- indulgence  and  pride,  in  the 
midlt  oh  which  God  cannot  hnd  hi>  pioper 
place,  ^eidlial  enjoyiLents,  in  the  rapid 
growth  of  their  habits,  ibon  coir.e  to  occu- 
py the  whole  man.  And  the  mtrcies  i>f 
Lrod,  abulcd  by  excefs,  tend  only  to  with- 
dr^.w  the  heart  irom  him  towaids  whom 
they  were  defcgned  to  awaken  the  Ii\  elieit 
emotions  of  graiiiude,  along  with  the  firm- 
eil  refoludoni  of  duty. 

Such  are  the  outlines  of  a  charafier  con- 
figned  by  Chriil  to  fo  fearful  a  puniiLn.tiit. 
A  character  highly  interelling  to  ihe  prelent 
age  in  which  we  lee  fuch  nuujbeis  w^iO  a:e 
lovers  of  pleajure  more  thin  Lovers  oj  God. 
And  that  degenerate  croud  is  daily  mcreaf- 
ing  with  tl:e  accefs  of  wealth,  and  the  diiiolu- 
tion  of  our  manners.  It  is  of  ihe  more  im- 
portance to  reveal  fmn^rs  of  this  delcription . 
to  themfeives,  becauie  they  are  decei\td  by 
a  face  of  beauty  and  propriety  around  the  m ; 
and  the  continual  {latteries  that  wait  upon 
wealth  and  rank  give  men  a  fubftitiite  ior  a 
good  confcience  m  the  cpmion  of  the  world. 
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and  confirm  the  favourable  eltimate  which 
they  make  of  iheinfelves  by  the  imaginary 
eitimates  of  parahies,  and  lycophants,  or  of 
thofe  fdlfe  friends  who  are  attached  only  to 
their  fortune^.  They  are  not  holy  indeed, 
b  Jt  they  are  free  from  the  reproach  of  great 
\  ces.  Jblattered  by  their  de  pendents,  ad- 
riiued  or  envied  by  the  world,  they  are  at 
p  ace  wiih  themfelves,  and  they  imagine 
al  o  that  they  are  at  peace  with  God.  Ought 
ih  y  not  to  tremble,  when  they  re  Heft  that 
this  is  the  charafter  of  the  only  reprobate 
•  recorded  in  ihe  go'p.l  ? 

Before  I  exhibit  the  melancholy  and 
a^li:iing  picture  of  his  (late,  permit  me  to 
obferve  that,  though  the  parable  offers  di- 
re:? ly  to  our  view  the  condemnation  only 
of  indolence  and  pleafure,  of  luxury  and 
pride  ;  yet,  indirettly,  it  teaches  us  that  lelf- 
i.itered.  and  f  If-indulgeace,  in  every  form 
in  which  they  can  be  purfued,  exclufively 
of  God,  fliall,  finally,  be  doomed  to  the 
fam^"  mifery. — The  different  claffes  of  focie- 
ty  are  prone  to  contract  and  nourifii  preju- 
dices againfl  one  another.  And  the  poor 
are  apt  to  hear  wath  fatisfatiion  every  de- 
clamation againft  the  vices  of  the  wealthy 
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and  the  great,  as  if  they  were  exempted,  by 
their  fituation,  from  every  reproach  that 
touches  them.  But  whoever  purfues,  or 
enjoys  the  blefTings  of  providence  without 
referring  them  all  to  God,  and  acknov^ledg- 
ing  his  goodnefs  in  their  acquifuion  and 
fubmitting  to  his  will  in  their  application —  • 
whoever  prefers  eafe  to  duty,  or  intereft  to 
charity — whoever  is  devoted  to  his  appe- 
tites, or  purfues  beyond  the  moderate  bound 
of  virtue,  the  pleafures  of  fenfuality,  or  even 
of  amufement,  in  the  coarfeil  as  well  as  the 
moft  refined  form — whoever  does  not  min- 
gle a  fpirit  of  piety  and  benevolence  with 
all  his  occupations,  and  enjoyments — who- 
ever is  not  ac-  ive,  faithful,  and  liberal  in 
his  efforts  to  promote  the  intereils  of  reli- 
gion, the  glory  of  God,  and  the  happinefs 
of  mankind  in  that  ilation  in  which  provi- 
dence hath  placed  him,  although  he  is  not 
clothed  in  purple  and  fine  linnen,  is  guilty 
of  the  fame  crime,  and  is  heir  to  the  fame 
defliny  with  this  proud  and  wealthy  Gnner. 

That  deftiny  I  am  now  to  unfold.  And, 
as  it  is  the  principal  objeft  of  the  parable, 
it  will  therefore  require  of  you  the  more 
patient  and  ferious  attention.    Bujtj  that  I 
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may  not  wander  into  regions  of  unauthor- 
ized fancy  and  conjeciure,  and  thereby  de- 
tract from  that  weight  which  truth  and  cer- 
tainty alone  can  give  to  every  reprefenta- 
tion  that  is  made,  and  every  do6trine  that 
is  dehvered  from  this  place,  I  fhall  derive 
the  whole  of  that  iniereiiing  vievv^  which  I 
am  about  to  take  direclly  from  the  facred 
text. 

It  came  to  pafs  that  the  poor  man  died 
and  M^as  carried  by  angels  into  Abraham's 
bofom.  Tlie  rich  man  aifo  died,  and  was 
buried — and,  in  hell  he  lift  up  his  eyes,  be- 
ing in  torments,  and  fceth  Abraham  afar 
oif,  and  Lazarus  in  his  bofom.  And  he 
cried  and  faid.  Father  Abraham !  have 
mercy  on  me,  and  fend  Lazarus  that  he 
may  dip  the  tip  of  his  fmger  in  water  and 
cool  my  tongue,  for  I  am  tormented  in  this 
flame  !  But  Abraham  faid,  Son  !  remem- 
ber that  thou,  in  thy  life  time,  receivedft  thy 
good  things,  and  likewife  Lazarus  evil 
things ;  but  now  he  is  comforted,  and  thou* 
art  tormented.  And  befides  all  this,  be- 
tween us  and  you  there  is  a  great  gulph 
fixed,  fo  that  they  who  would  pafs  from 
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hence  to  you  cannot,  neither  can  they  pafs 
to  us  who  would  come  from  thence.*' 

In  this  reprefentation  we  may  remark 
four  fources  of  mifery  to  this  wretched 
foul — the  remote,  and  hqpelefs  view  of  the 
felicities  of  heaven,  which  he  hath  forfeited 
by  his  fins — the  recolleflion  of  pail  plea- 
fures  which  now  ferve  only  to  increafe  his 
fufferings — the  direft  pains  of  an  avenging 
fire — and,  finally,  the  defpair  that  muft 
fpring  from  the  dreadful  conviclion  that 
his  maferies  fliall  have  no  end. 

He  feeth  Abraham  afar  off,  and  Laza- 
rus in  his  boforn." 

In  fome  way  which  we  cannot  at  prefent 
compreliend,  it  is  probable  that  the  glory 
of  the  heavenly  flate  will  be  revealed  to  the 
unhappy fpirits  in  prifon,  only  to  heighten 
the  feverity  of  their  fufferings  by  a  know- 
ledge of  the  felicity  which  they  have  loft  by 
their  crimes.  Thofe  clear  difcoveries  of 
God,  of  which  the  foul  in  its  unembodied 
ftate  will  be  capable,  may  become  a  fource 
'of  mifery  to  the  reprobate  in  hell,  propor- 
tioned to  the  ineffable  happinefs  that  flows 
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from  them  to  the  redeemed  in  heaven. 
The  prefence  of  virtue  even  among  men 
commonly  confounds  vice,  and  affefts  it 
with  {hame  and  remorfe.  And  fometimes 
^v^e  have  feen  the  apprehenfions  of  divine 
juilice  feizing  upon  the  m.ind,  and  concur- 
ring with  the  fenfe  of  guilt,  overwhelm  it  in 
defpair.  If  the  imperfeft  virtue  of  a  worm 
of  the  duft  can  often  cover  an  offender  with 
ronfufion — if  a  fingie  ray.  of  the  eternal  juf- 
tice  of  heaveh  let  in  upon  the  guilty  con- 
fcience  can  fo  agitate  and  convulfe  the  foul, 
what  v/ill  be  its  terror  and  difmay  when  all 
the  dreadful  fplendors  of  infinite  purity, 
fhall  be  forever  prefent  to  her  view  ? 

From  another  principle,  the  difcovery  of 
the  divine  perfection  may  increafe  the  un- 
happinefs  of  the  guilty  who  are  excluded 
from  it,  and  are  rendered  incapable  of  en- 
joying it.  God  is  the  natural  centre  of  the 
foul.  Towards  him  (lie  will  propably  tend, 
when  difcncumbered  of  the  body,  by  a 
ftrong  and  phificai  attraftion  as  the  only 
fource  of  her  happinefs,  even  while  a-  moral 
difcordancy  may  feparate  her  from  him, 
and  an  infupportable  w^eight  of  guilt  fink 
her  dovrn  to  the  abyfs  of  impure  fouls. 
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Painful  and  dreadful  will  be  the  conHicl  be- 
tween thefe  phifical  and  moral  tendencies. 
Often  carried  out  in  fervent  and  inextin- 
guifnable  afpirations,  in  fighs  and  groans  to 
be  re-united  to  the  infinite  centre  and  the 
fource  of  good,  {he  will  ieel  herlelf  repelled 
from  it  by  the  impurity  of  her  nature,  and 
the  unchangeablenefs  of  her  deiliny.  If, 
for  a  moment  (he  feems  to  rife  towards  hea- 
ven in  paffionate  and  di:lracted  wilhes,  it  is 
only  to  plunge  her,  the  next  moment, 
deeper  in  the  hopelefs  horrors  of  her  prifon. 

The  punifhment  of  this  miferable  fuffer- 
er  feems  alfo,  to  have  been  increafed  bv- th 
iT^oPi  afflicting  and  involuntary  con  pari- 
fons. — Afar  off  he  fees  Lazarus  enjo)ing 
eternal  rell.  The  wretch  who  once  lay  for- 
gotten at  his  gate,  when  a  profperous  for-, 
tune,  and  continual  pleafures  made  him 
forget  that  he  was  a  man,  is  now  clothed 
with  glory  and  immortality,  while  he  him-, 
felf  lies  wTapt  in  unquenchable  fires.  Mi- 
ferable foul  !  A  merciful  heaven,  and  a 
avenging  hell  feem  equally  to  concur  in 
his  perdition.  Imagine  what  will  then  be 
his  fecret  fentiments,  or  his  defpairing  cries. 
— Oh  !  to  refemble  that  man  whom  once  I 
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would  not  have  fet  wiih  the  dogs  of  my 
flock  !  V\  hat  a  falfe  ell im ate  have  I  raade 
of  true  honor,  and  of  true  happinefs  !  Infi- 
nite, folly  !  to  throw  away  the  mimortal 
prize  that  was  in  my  offer  !  that  felicity  I 
might  have  pollelied. — But  ah  !  I  have  fa- 
crihced  it  for  frivolous  joys  that  leave  no- 
thmo:  real  behind  them  but  the  diilraflinir 
Iting  of  their  remembrance  ! 

This  is  the  fecond  fource  of  his  mifery, 
the  recoUeclion  of  the  pall. 

Son  !  faid  Abraham,  remember  that 
thou,  in  thy  life  time  receivedll  thy  good 
things."  And  it  is  realonable  to  believe 
that  he  would  forever  torm.ent  himfelf  by 
an  incefl'ant  vibration  of  mind  between  the 
pafl  and  the  prefent.  In  a  moment  all  his 
former  happinefs,  and  the  whole  profperity 
of  his  firit  fortune,  rufnes  on  his  recollec- 
tion— its  lofs  (hews  it  with  increafe — and 
again,  in  a  moment  all  the  horrors  of  his 
prefent  ffate  furround  him. — Dreadful  com- 
parifon  of  what  he  was,  with  what  he  is  ! — 
Fortune  feemed  at  my  command — my  days 
paffed  in  feilivity,  my  nights  in  plea- 
fure — perpetual  gaieties  made  up  the  fcene 
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of  life,  and  feldom  was  it  interrupted  by 
fear  or  by  fufpicion.  But  oh  !  thofe  fatal 
joys !  Amidft  deceiving  fmiles  that  b^inilh- 
ed  apprehenfion,  they  were  fecretly  leading 
me  to  that  dreadful  precipice  from  whence 
they  have  at  length,  call  me  into  this  tor- 
menting lake !  The  mercies  of  divine  pro- 
vidence, v/hich  if  they  had  been  enjoyed 
with  moderation,  and  with  gratitude,  might 
have  prepared  my  foul  for  heaven,  have, 
alas  !  been  employed  only  to  nourifh  this 
body  for  the  flames  that  nov/  confume  it. 

Add  to  the  comforts  and  pleafures  of 
life,  thofe  excellent  means  of  grace  with 
which  God  m.ay  have  favoured  him  for 
the  attainment  of  his  falvation — Pofiibly, 
happy  natural  talents  and  difpofitions — an 
ufeful  education — a  pious  domeftic  example 
— the  counfels  and  concern  of  friends,  of 
parents,  of  the  miniliers  of  religion  who 
would  have  led  him  to  the  true  objefts  of 
duty — the  refleftions  of  an  improved  reafon 
— the  admonitions  of  an  enlightened  con- 
fcience — the  inftruclions  of  the  word  and 
providence  of  God — and,  co-operating 
v/ith  all  thefe,  the  fecret  {liggeftions  of  the 
holy  fiiirit.  .  Thefe  ineiLimable  mercies, 
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which  are  defigned  to  cultivate  the  foul 
for  the  fociety  of  the  bleffed,  muft  aggravate 
the  condemnation  of  thofe  who  refift  or 
defpife  them.  The  recolleftion  of  abufed 
privileges  that  once  placed  him  fo  near 
the  gate  of  heaven,  would  urge  the  fting 
of  remorfe  the  deeper  in  his  breaft. 

Thefe  are  the  pains  of  memory.  But 
fome  more  direft  punifhment  by  an  aven- 
ging fire  feems  to  be  implied  in  his  bitter 
exclam.ation,  lam  tormented  in  this  flame. 
This  is  the  third  circumftance  in  his  fuffer- 
,ings  that  deferves  your  mod  ferious  atten- 
tion. 

The  language  of  the  holy  fcriptures 
hardly  leaves  us  room  to  doubt  but  that 
divine  juftice  will  employ  an  elemental  fire 
as  a  minifler  of  its  dreadful  decrees  on  the 
finner.  And  it  is  of  importance  to  incul- 
cate this  truth  upon  mankind :  for,  while 
they  conceive  that  the  torments  of  hell 
lhall  confift  chiefly  in  mental  pains,  finners, 
who  have  been  accuftomed  to  manage  their 
confcience  in  this  world,  will  ilill  hope  to 
elude  its  reproaches  in  the  next.  Suflering 
gives  the  chief  force  to  the  fentiment  of 
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guilt.  And  certainly,  nothing  can  be  more 
awful  than  the  denunciations  of  the  holy 
fpirit  upon  this  fubjetl — The  fon  of  man 
fhall  fend  forth  his  angels,  and  they  h4all 
gather  out  of  his  kingdom  all  things  that 
offend,  and  thofe  who  do  iniquity,  and  fhall 
cafl  them  into  a  furnace  of  fire.  There  fhall 
be  wailing  and  gnaihing  of  teeth."^  "  The 
Lord  Jeius  fhall  be  revealed  from  heaven 
with  his  mighty  angels  in  flaming  fire,  taking 
vengeance  on  them  that  know  not  God,  and 
that  obey  not  the  gofpel  of  our  Lord  Jefus 
Chriff,  Y/ho  fhall  be  punifhed  with  everlaft- 
ing  deflruftion  from  the  prefence  of  the 
Lord,  and  from  the  glory  of  his  power."+ 
If  any  man  worfhip  the  beaft — he  fhall  be 
tormented  with  fire  and  brimflone — and  the 
fmoke  of  their  torment  afcendeth  up  for- 
ever and  ever  ;  and  they  have  no  reft  day 
nor  night. — Ah  !  what  a  picture  of  mifery 
and  defpair !  The  finner,  forever  penetrat- 
ed by  avenging  fires,  finds  his  being  fiill  re- 
paired by  an  mvifible  power,  and  growing 
again  to  the  flame — forever  waiimg,  yet 
never  deftroyed. 

*  Mat.  xlii.  41,  42. 
t  II.  Their,  .i  7,  8,  9. 
X  Rev.  xiv.  9,  ic,  II. 
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In  the  midft  of  the  fire  that  is  not  quench- 
ed, is  the  worm  that  never  dies,  and  fills 
thofe  dreadfi.1l  abodes  with  eternal  wailivgs 
and  gnajliing  of  teeth.  Under  the  anguifh  of 
fuch  fufferings,  in  what  fearful  execrations 
will  the  reprobate  children  of  defpair  vent 
the  bitternefs  of  their  rage,  or  pour  forth 
their  complaints  to  their  unpitying  dun- 
geons !  They  curfe  the  day  that  firfi  firone 
upon  a  wretched  being — they  curfe  the  rca- 
Ibn  that  made  them  capable  of  finning — • 
they  curfe  the  author  of  their  miferable  ex- 
iftence — they  curfe  that  exifience  that 
makes  them  only  fenfible  of  pain.  Their 
fweeteft  confolation  would  be,  to  be  blotted 
out  of  the  works  of  God.  Ah!  how  dreadful 
is  the  ftate  that  forces  them  to  cry  for  eter- 
al  death,  as  a  refuge  from  eternal  fuffer- 
ings  !  Hov/  much  more  dreadful  is  it  when 
death  invoked  will  never  come  ! 

This  is  the  laft  circumfiance  of  terror  in 
thefe  fuflerings,  that  they  will  be  endlefs. 

The  eternal  duration  of  the  punifinnents 
of  the  wicked,  in  a  future  ftate,  is  declared 
to  us  in  terms  fo  exprefs  in  many  paffages, 
nd  is  fo  applied  in  the  whole  fiyle  of  the 
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facred  writings,  that  it  requires  the  moft 
ibained  criticifms  to  make  them  {peak  any 
other  language.    This  is  among  the  doc- 
trines whrch  we  ought  to  receive  imphcitly 
from  the  word  of  God,  according  to  the 
moll  hmple  and  obvious  meanmg  of  the 
terms  in  which  it  is  declared.    We  are  una- 
ble to  penetrate  even  by  probable  conjec- 
tures, into  the  eternal  world  ;  and  our  rea- 
fon,  or  our  fenhbilities  muft  form  the  moft 
inadequate  meai'ures,  by  which  to  judge  of 
the  moral  plans  of  infinite  wifdom,  and  in- 
finite jtiitlce.    For  iprbof  of  this  we  need  go 
no  farther  than  thofe  innumerable  fcenes  o 
mifery  that  exift  in  the  prefent  wox^ld.  What 
a  different  fyltem  of  things  would  the  pre 
fumptuous  mind  of  man  have  prefcribed  to 
the  wifdom  of  the  Deity?  If  it  were  not  wit 
nefs  of  the  fafts,  would  it  not  have  denied 
the  pofiibility  of  their  exiftence  in  the  works 
of  an  infinitely  benevolent  being?  Incom. 
petent  then,  as  we  are,  to  determine  what  i 
wife  or  good  in  the  boundlefs  and  eterna 
fyftem  of  the  Creator,  our  wifdom  and  ou 
fafety  confifts  in  receiving  fubmiffively,  an 
without  any  modihcations  fuggefled  by  ou 
own  feelings,  v>hat  he  hath  been  pleafed  t 
reveal  concerning  the  infcrutable  fubjefl 
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of  eternity,  and,  efpecially,  concerning  the 
evcrladiiiLTltate  of  wicked  mm.  Hear  tiien 
the  righteous  and  fearful  decree  that  lhall  be 
palfed  upon  the  guihy  at  the  lall  judgment 
— depart  ye  curfed  into  evcrlajling  fire 
prepared  for  the  devil  and  his  angels/'  So 
thejefiiallgo  azcay  into  evcrlfifling pumJlLmmt. 
And  the Jmoke  of  their  torment  ajcendeih  fore- 
ver and  ever.  The  mod  dreadful  idea  in  the 
torments  of  hell  is,  that  they  (hall  be  forever 
and  ever,  Th^  f  urnace  of  the  xorath  of  God 
burns  with  unquenchable  fire.  When  the 
guilty  foul  furveys  thaJiorrors  of  her  delii- 
ny,  then  calls  her  vie \^for ward  into  futuri- 
ty as  far  as  her  thoughts  can  reach,  but  can 
find  no  period,  no  mitigation  of  her  pains — 
what  del  pair  muft  overwhelm  her! — Dread- 
ful is  the  prefent !  but  oh  ! — the  future  is 
hopelefs  ! 

Such  is  the  unhappy  termination  of  a  life 
of  pleafure  and  felt  mdulgence,  which  the 
hiitory  of  this  rich  man  prefents  to  us.  It 
paints,  in  the  moft  affefting  colours,  the  in- 
fatuation of  thofe  w^ho  facrince  the  immor- 
tal interefts  of  the  foul  for  the  falfe  and  fu- 
gitive enjoyments  of  fenfe.  This  flory  con- 
\  eys  a  leffon  the  more  inflruflive,  becaufe  it 
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is  that  of  a  man  who,  as  far  as  appears  to  us^ 
was  not  profligate,  cruel,  or  unjuft.  His 
fupreme  object  feems  to  have  been  to  enjoy 
himfelf.  Vain/ perhaps,  and  oftentatious^ 
he  iived  in  fplendor  and  in  pleafure.  But, 
in  the  indulgence  of  pleafure  he  feems  to 
have  ht^njorgeiful  of  his  duties  to  heaven, 
rather  than  impious — inattentive  to  the  offices 
of  charity,  which  the  neceflities  of  Lazarus 
demanded,  rather  than  inhuman — incapa- 
ble of  the  felf-government  and  Jelf-denials  that 
religion  requires,  rather  than  indecent  in  his 
morals.  Yet,  ailaOjiyou  fee  him  make  his 
bed  in  hell.  FroOT  the  flattering  arms  of 
unfufpefted  joys,  he  defcends  to  the  cruel 
embrace  of  everlafting  flam.es.  Confider 
and  lay  to  heart,  ye  who  are  lovers  of  plea- 
fure more  than  lovers  of  God,  this  awful  ex- 
ample of  the  holinefs  and  juftice  of  the  Su- 
preme Judge — ye  M^ho  flatter  yourfelves 
that  you  are  innocent  as  long  as  you  are  not 
profligate — who  imagine  that,  if  you  pre- 
ferve  your  manners  within  certain  bounda- 
ries permitted  by  fafliion,  and  do  not  open- 
ly oifend  againft  the  fentiments  of  mankind, 
you  will  not  be  queflioned  for  the  graces  of 
the  gofpel.  Ah  !  look  on  this  miferable 
fan  oj perdition  and  correal  errors  fo  fatal. 


The  Rich  Man  and  Lazarus.  109 


It  is  poffible  to  preferve  a  fair  and  decent 
exterior,  to  be  approved  and  even  admired 
by  the  world,  and  yet  be  found  wanting  in 
the  balances  of  divine  juftice. 

Above  all,  let  thofe  who  refafe  to  liften 
to  admonilion  or  advice  in  their  career  of 
pleafure — who  feldom  are  calm  and  im- 
partial enough  to  reafon  fairly  on  the  per- 
nicious tendency,  and  fatal  termination  of 
their   courfe — who   have  not  fentiment 
enough  to  be  moved  by  any  reprefentation 
of  the  charms  of  virtm,  nor  grace  fufficient 
to  underiland  the  beMties  of  holinefs,  at- 
tend to  the  objecl  prefented  to  them  in  this 
parable.    It  addreifes  our  fenfes  and  our 
fears  the  only   remaining  principles  by 
which  we  can  reach  the  heart  when  reafon  , 
is  overborne  and  the  fentiments  of  piety 
are  extinguiflied  in  the  riot  of  the  paflions. 
For  this  purpofe  I  have  endeavoured  to 
raife  up  to  your  view  an  unhappy  fpirit 

from  thofe  difmal  abodes,  that  the  imaee 

-  •  .  .  .  ^ 

of  another's  miiery  may  bring  you,  if  pof- 

fible,  to  tim.ely  reUedion.    You  behold  in 

him  a  preacher  who  fpeaks  to  you  from 

the  place  of  fufferings.    You  who  afk  with 

affeded  indifference,  or  with  impious  levi- 
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ty  what  pafTes  in  U^at  invifible  world,  learn 
it  from  one  who  fnews  you  what  he  is,  and 
tells  you  what  he  fufters. — He  befought 
Abraham  that  Lazarus  might  be  Tent  to 
admoniOi  his  incredulous  brethren  of  their 
danger — Miferable  foul !  that  office  he  per- 
forms himfelf  to  you.  And  he  raifes  his 
voice  amongft  us  to  day  to  warn  you  left 
you  alfo  come  to  that  place  of  torment. 
Eternal  author  of  truth  !  add  to  this  awful 
admonition,  the  effeclual  perfuafion  of  thy 
Holy  Spirit ! 

A  AMEN ! 


[  1"  ] 

I 

DISCOURSE  V. 

THE   PENITENT  WOMAN  AT  THE  FEET 
OF  JESUS. 


Luke  vii.  37,  38. 

And  behold  a  zcovian  i%  the  cily,  who  teas  a 
Jinner,  when flu  knew  that  jejus  Jot  at  meat 
in  the  Pharijce's  houfe,  brought  an  olabajlcr 
box  of  ointment,  and  Jlood  at  his  feet  behind 
him  zoeeping,  and  began  to  wafh  his  feet 
with  her  tears,  and  did  wiie  them  with  the 
hairs  of  her  head,  and  kiffed  his  feet,  and 
anointed  them  with  the  ointment. 

A COURTEZAN  of  Jerufalem  appears 
in  this  hiflory  as  an  humble  penitent 
at  the  feet  of  Jefus.    In  the  purfuits  of 
pleafure  her  paUlons  had  overborne  that 
xquifite  deUcacy  of  fentiaient,  and  that 
limid  and  retiring  modefly  which,  as  it  is 
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the  principal  charm,  is  alfo  the  firmeft 
guard  of  the  virtue  of  the  fex.  She  had 
loft  even  that  fcrupulous  regard  to  charac- 
ter and  propriety  of  conduft  in  the  eye  of 
the  vv'orld  which  is  commonly  the  lait  vir- 
tue which  a  woman  abandons.  The  difor- 
ders  of  her  life  were  pubHcly  known.  But 
the  vivacity  of  her  feehngs,  which  was  pro- 
bably the  firft  caufe  of  her  errors,  became, 
w^hen  direfted  by  divine  grace  towards  its 
proper  objefls,  the  chief  fource  of  that  live- 
ly contrition,  and  thofe  tender  exprelTions 
qf  attachment  to  her  Saviour,  which  render 
her  penitence  fo  interefting.  She  hadmis- 
fpent  the  generous  force  of  her  heart  on 
objefts  that  only  deluded  and  difappointed 
her.  But  no  fooner  had  fhe  heard  this 
fublime  teacher  fent  from  God,  who  pointed 
out  to  her  the  true  road  to  happinefs,  than 
{he  renounced  her  fins,  and  attacked  herfel^ 
Jclely  to  him.  Her  repentance  became  a*, 
confpicuous  as  her  vices  had  been  public. 
Her  vanity,  nourilhed  by  the  infidious  flat- 
teries of  men,  fhe  mortified  by  the  deepeft 
humiliations.  The  feet  of  her  Lord  fhe 
wafiied  with  the  tears  of  her  remorfe,  and 
her  gratitude.  iUthough  {he  was  not  igno- 
rant of  the  reproaches,  and  the  fneers  fiie 
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ir.ufl:  encounter  in  difcharging  thefe  pious 
offices  from  the  company  allembled  at  the 
Phari fee's  houfe,  who  were  acquainted  with 
her  former  habits  of  hfe,  yet  (he  refolved  to 
conftrain  her  feelings,  and  refolutely  to 
meet  them  all.  Her  humiliations,  her  tears, 
and  the  facrifices  which  fhe  made  atteft  at 
once  the  depth  of  her  forrow  for  her  offen- 
ces, and  the  fervor  of  her  love  for  her  Sa- 
viour. They  fhew  us  a  woman  of  high 
fenfibility  ;  but  of  a  fenfibility  that,  having 
once  been  abufed,  is  now  the  more  pro- 
foundly penetrated  with  the  fentiments 
of  repentance — that,  having  once  been 
wafted  on  vain  and  criniinal  objezls,  at- 
taches itfelf  now  with  the  greater  ardor  to 
the  chief-good.  The  advantages  of  perfon, 
and  the  decorations  of  art  which  fhe  had 
employed  to  folier  vanity,  or  imflame  the 
paifions,  fhe  now  renounces  or  neglcLiS^ 
Having  once  difnonored  religion,,  and  of- 
fended virtue  by  the  dilTolutcnefs  of  her 
manners,  fne  is  refolved  to  make  them  all 
the  reparation  in  her  power  by  the  publici- 
ty of  her  converiion. — She  inftructs  us  there- 
fore by  her  love — by  her  humility — by  her 
felf-d:nial — and  by  her  zeal.  Thefe  are 
genuine  charaftcriftics  of  fincere  repent- 
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ance :  and,  by  a  few  reHeftions  on  each 
in  the  followmg  difcourfe,  I  fnall  endeavor 
to  develope  the  fphit  of  a  real  penitent. 

I.  In  the  firft  place,  we  difcern  in  her 
conduct  the  fervor  of  her  love  to  the  Sa- 
viour. 

She  fiood  behind  him  as  he  lay  reclined 
at  the  table  of  the  Pharifee,  and  Ihed  upoa 
his  feet  a  flood  of  tears.  With  officious 
tendernefs  Hie  wiped  them  with  her  hair ; 
and  anointed  them  with  a  precious  perfume 
referved  for  this  pious  purpofe,  from  the 
lately  abufed  ftore  of  her  wealth.*  Thofe 
offices  of  hofpitality  which  were  expe61ed 
only  from  the  mailer  of  the  houfe,f  fhe  per- 

*  The  courtezans  of  antiquity  not  infi-eqnently  acquired 
large  fortunes.  Their  drcfs  and  furniture  were  rich.  The 
were  commonly  diftinguiihed  for  beauty.  And  their  houle 
being  often  places  of  public  refort  for  men  of  talents  and 
leifure,  they  vrere  ufually  remarkable  alfo  for  wit.  Atten- 
tion to  thefe  circum  (lances  may  be  neceffary  in  order  to 
perceive  tlie  propriety  of  fome  exprelTions  in  this  difcourfe. 

f  In  that  age  the  mailer*  of  tlie  houfe  always  ordered  h\% 
guefts  to  be  furnilhed  witli  vrater  for  their  feet,  and  fre- 
quently -R-ith  a  bath  for  the  whole  perfon  before  eatingj 
and,  after  bathing,  wi;^  ointment  with  which  to  anoint 
themfeU'cs.  Their  pollure  at  table  is  known  to  have  been 
reclining  upon  couches,  which  explains  tlie  attilude  in  whick 
this  womap  is  reprsfentcd. 
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forms  herfelf,  and  in  the  manner  inofl:  cal- 
culated to  exprefs  the  fervor  of  her  aftmion. 
Thofe  tears  were  not  merely  the  fireams  of 
her  repeniance  for  her  errors,  but  theburil: 
of  a  tender  lieart  overflowing  v/ith  the  love 
of  Chriil. 

In  her  purfuit  of  pleafure  (he  had  been 
unhappy.  Deceived,  probably,  by  faith- 
lefs  lovers,  and  difappionted  in  every  crea- 
ture of  the  happinefs  fhe  had  expected 
from  it,  file  fought  only,  by  perpetual  change 
of  object,  to  fill  the  painful  void  which  all 
objetts  in  fucceiTion  left.  Her  palTions  im- 
portunate and  imperious,  having  involved 
her  in  difhonorable  fituations,  from  which 
file  had  not  the  courage  to  free  herfelf, 
urged  her  againll  reputation,  againft  con- 
viction, and,  often,  even  againft  her  wiflies, 
to  the  purfuit  of  nev/  gratifications  from 
which  Ihe  perpetually  returned  with  frefii 
proofs  of  their  vanity  and  mifery. 

But  when  Jefus  Chrift  had  opened  to  her 
the  true  fources  of  happinefs,  and  enabled 
her  by  the  aids  of  his  grace  to  break  her 
unfortunate  and  criminal  connexions  with 
fo  many  objects  that  had  occupied  and 
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deceived  her  heart,  her  aHeflions,  that  had 
been  diffipated  and  waited  in  a  thoufand 
different  itreams,  now  collected  into  one 
channel,  flow  to  her  Redeemer  in  a  full  and 
abundant  tide.  Ail  her  fenfibilities  here 
enjoy  a  lawful,  a  deligritful,  and  unlimited 
exercife. 

Many  confiderations  v/ould  combine  to 
increafe  the  fervor  of  her  devotion.  Her 
difappointments  from  the  world,  and  the 
fliocks  with  which  her  heart  had  met  from 
her  firft  lovers,  would  prepare  her  to  return 
to  God  as  her  exceeding  joy.  Her  mind 
was  opened,  by  divine  grace,  to  the  difco- 
very  and  the  love  of  intinite  perfctlion,  to 
which,  amidd  fo  many  criminal  loves,  it  had 
hitherto  remained  blmd.  Having  been  con- 
verfant  only  with  the  vile  and  detellable 
forms  of  vice,  the  charms  of  virtue  appear- 
ed to  her  with  a  tranfcendent  and  divme 
beauty. 

But,  at  this  moment,  fhe  mofl  deeply 
felt  her  obligations  to  her  Saviour.  Jel'us 
had  reltored  her  from  the  path  of  infamy  to 
the  path  of  honor.    An  outcall  from  focie- 
ty  for  faults,  for  which  no  repentance  can 
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atone  air.ong  men,  fhe  was  gracioufly  re- 
ceived by  hiiii  who  knev7  her  heart,  and  who 
jfliw  her  fincerity.  He  enlightened  her 
mind — he  taught  her  hopes  to  a!pire — he 
forgave  her  oiiences — he  was  himfelf  the 
facrifice  for  the  tins  which  he  forgave. 
Awaken:  d  to  a  view  of  all  her  guilt,  and  to 
the  milery  and  infamy  to  which  her  paffions 
had  reduced  her,  ready  to  defpair  of  the  mer- 
cy of  God,  as  (he  had  experienced  the  un- 
pitying  .  cenfure  of  the  world,  with  what 
gratitude  and  joy  would  ihe  fee  herfelf  re- 
itored  to  purity  by  the  word  of  Chrift,  and, 
by  his  interceflion  and  atonement,  made  an 
heir  of  immortal  felicity  and  glory  !  Here 
was  the  fource  of  thoie  flrons:  emotions, 
and  of  thofe  affeftionate  and  aihduous  at- 
tentions, which  (he  was  unable  to  relirain, 
even  in  the  prefence  of  men  who  fufpefted 
her  motives,  and  were  unfriendly  to  her 
chara£lcr. 

This  is  the  hiftory  of  a  real  penitent. 
The  love  of  ChriR,  and  of  God  through 
him,  now  reigned  fupremely  in  her  heart. 
"  1  hou  (halt  love  the  Lord  thy  God  w^ith 
all  thy  heart,  with  all  thy  foul,  with  all  thy 
flrengJi,  and  with  all  thy  mind/'  is  the 
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law  equally  of  reafon  and  of  revelation; 
Towards  that  eternal  fource  of  intelligence 
and  truth  a  pure  and  enlightened  reafon  vrill 
feek  to  bend  all  her  povvers.    Into  that  in- 
finite ocean  of  goodnefs  and  benignity,  ail 
the  little  ilreams  of  good  in  man  will  de- 
light to  pour  themfelves.    A  mind,  there- 
fore, that  is  truly  penitent,  and  renewed 
after  the  image  of  God,  will  demonftrate 
its  change  by  the  warm  and  lively  courfe  of 
its  aflFeftions  towards  him.    The  heart  he 
formed  for  himfelf.    To  withdraw'it  from 
him,  and  to  devote  it  exclufively  to  other 
objefls  is  a  criminal  diverfion  of  its  powers. 
It  is,  befides,  miflaking  the  means  of  our 
happinefs  to  feek  it  from  things  fo  imper- 
fect, treacherous,  and  inconftant.    A  man 
who  had  amply  tried  whatever  pleafures 
the  v/orld  can  yield  returned  from  them 
with  the  fad  experience  that  all  is  vanity 
and  vexation  of  Jpirit,    On  the  fluftuating 
ocean  of  life  nothing  is  ftable  or  fatisfying; 
and  the  relllefs  heart  of  man,  always  deceiv- 
ed, yet  never  taught  wifdom  by  its  errors^ 
only  abandons  one  purf ait  for  another  equal- 
ly vain.    \Vhen,  convinced  at  laft  that  its  in- 
fehcity  arifes,  not  fo  much  from  millaknig  its 
objeft  as  from  the  effential  imperfeftion  of 
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the  objefts  exclufively  of  God,  it  returns 
to  him  who  embraces  in  himfelf  all  that  is 
excellent  and  perfeft  in  the  univerfe,  v/ith 
what  ftrong  and  fervent  affeSions  will  it 
cleave,  to  him  as  its  chief  good  ?  In  him 
it  finds  a  fweet  repofe  from  all  the  agita- 
tions and  tumults  of  the  world — He  is  able 
to  fix  all  its  wanderings — ^^He  can  fatisfy  the 
infinity — he  can  fill  the  immenfity  of  its 
denres.  He  offers  to  its  afleftions  the  molt 
fublime  of  all  objecls,  infinite  pov/er,  and 
benignity,  infinite  purity  and  truth.  The 
love  of  God  in  a  good  man,  feizing  upon  ^ 
all  the  powers  of  his  foul,  will  mingle  it- 
felf  not  only  with  his  devotions,  but  with 
all  his  ordinary  occupations.  He  fees  God 
in  every  thing  that  he  beholds,  he  poffef- 
fes  him,  if  I  may  fpeak  fo,  in  every  thing 
that  he  enjoys.  The  whole  world,  that  ^vas 
curfed  to  man  by  fin,  is  again  fanftified  to 
his  ufe  by  the"  fpirit  of  divine  love. 

But  the  higheft  and  moft  delightful  ex- 
ercife  of  this  affection  a  fincere  penitent  muft 
find  in  contemplating  his  Saviour,  and  re- 
cognizing his  obligations  to  redeeming  mer- 
cy. Is  it  poffible  to  believe  the  truths  which 
are  taught  in  thefacred  fcriptures  concern- 
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ino;  the  ^uilt  cf  man,  and  the  incarnation 
and  f  cnfice  of  the  fon  of  God,  and  to  feel 
our  own  intereft  in  them,  and  not  to  be  pe- 
netrated with  the  tendered,  and  the  fublim- 
cil  fentiments  of  gratitude  and  admiration  ? 
By  his  grace,  the  iiaves  of  fin  are  made  free 
xcith  the  Liberty  of  the  Jons  of  God — The  pri- 
foners  of  juiUce  are  made  io  fing  of  mer- 
O' — the  victims  of  eternal  death  are  made 
heirs  of  immortal  life! — He  hcuh.  redeemed 
usf  rovi  the  curfe  of  the  lazo,  having  keen  made 
a  Ciirje  for  us^  and  having  borne  our  fm  in 
his  ozon  body  on  the  tree,  0  the  heighth  and 
the  depth,  the  length  and  the  breadth  oj  the  love 
of  Chrijl  that  pciffeth  knowledge  !  There  are 
Hioments  in  which  a  pious  man  feels  thefe 
ideas  to  be  almoft  too  powerful  for  the  fee- 
blenefs  of  human  nature.  No  language  is 
fufficient  to  exprefs  the  emotions  that  fill  his 
heart.  Like  the  woman,  he  weeps  at  the 
footftool  of  divine  grace — he  would,  if  pof- 
fibip,  kifs  the  Redeemer's  feet.  But  the  bur- 
den of  his  gratitude  often  makes  him  dumb, 
and  he  gives  himfelf  up  to  unutterable  feel- 
ings. 

Indifcreet  afts  of  zeal  in  fome  weak  but 
well-meaning  perfons,  and  hypocritical  pre- 
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tenfions  in  others  to  high  fervors  in  religion, 
in  order  to  cover  unwo:thy  dePgis,  have, 
with  men  of  refletling  minds,  and  worldly- 
principles,  brought  a  degree  of  fufpicion  on 
all  the  vifible  acts  of  a  warm  and  affect  ion- 
ate piety.  They  would  reduce  religion  to 
a  lukewarm  profrffion,  and  a  formal  detail 
of  exterior  rites  in  which  the  heart  is  not 
concerned.  But,  furely,  if  men  be  capable 
of  high  fentiment,  or  of  ttrong  and  tender 
fcelings  upon  any  occafions,  the  great  and 
tranfcendent  objefis  prcfented  to  us  in  ilie 
gofpel  (hould  have  the  po%sTr  of  awakening 
them  in  the  bread:.  And  the  truth  is,  Vv^hat- 
ever  be  the  degree  of  natural  fenfibility 
which  a  good  man  poffefTcs,  it  will  (hine 
out  in  his  religious  profelfion.  Love  pre- 
ferves  the  fame  charafter  in  religion  as  in 
other  fubjefts.  It  cannot  be  fmothered  in 
the  foul.  It  feeks  for  means  by  which  to 
exprefs  itfelf,  not  only  in  the  fervency  of  its 
devotions  but  in  its  zeal  for  whatever  is 
connefted  with  the  glory  of  God,  the  feli- 
city of  mankind,  and  the  progrefs  of  piety 
and  virtue  in  the  Vv'orld.  It  is  fuperior  to 
a  cold  and  inanimate  formality,  to  which 
the  error,  and  the  practice  of  fo  many  in 
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the  chriaian  world  would  confine  it.  Re- 
ligion has  its  forms.  But  the  fpirit  of  di- 
vine love  puts  into  them  a  holy  energy  and 
life. 

11.  This  penitent  inftrufts  us  likewife  by 
lier  deep  humility,  which  is  another  affen- 
tial  character  of  hncere  repentance. 

Her  copious  tears,  her  fine  but  difiievel- 
Icd  hair  applied  to  the  humbled  offices,  be- 
fpoke  the  lowly  fentiments  of  her  mind. 
No  mortifications  appeared  to  be  too  great 
for  one  who  felt  herfelf  to  be,  what  the 
Pharifee  unkindly  called  her,  a  finner. 
And  her  v/hole  conduft  demonftrates  that 
Ihe  afcribed  to  her  bleffed  Lord  al  one  iier 
deliverance  from  the  Ihameful  liavery  of 
her  fins,  and  that  flie  held  herfelf  bound  to 
him  by  eternal  obligations. 

Humility  is  a  difpofition  peculiarly  a- 
dapted  to  the  flate  of  man  whether  we  con- 
fider  his  frailty,  his  dependent  condition, 
or  the  errors  andmiferies  with  which  he  is 
furrounded.  His  days  on  earth  are  as  a Jlia- 
dow,  and  he  is  crujhcd  before  the  moth. 
Sprung  from  the  dull,  and  born  in  forrow, 
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he  is  haflening  through  a  vale  of  tears  to 
reunite  himfeh"'  to  the  earth  from  which  he 
was  taken.  There  is  little  reafon  for  pride 
in  a  worm  of  the  dull  tvho  exiji.ed  but y  jler- 
day ;  and  fmall  caufe  have  we  for  boaiiing 
or  coni'idence  in  that  fpark  of  reafon  that, 
ftruck  out  of  darknefs  but  a  moment  fmce 
by  the  hand  of  the  Almighty,  is  hardly  fuf- 
ficient  to  guide  our  path  through  this  world ; 
but,  to  futurity,  and  the  higheft  objecls  of 
our  interelt  and  duty,  is  wholly  blind. 
The  mofl  hum.iiiating  confiderations  arife 
out  of  every  view  v^e  can  take  of  human 
nature.  When  we  compare  our  im.perfec- 
tion  with  thine  infinite  povv-er,  intelligence, 
and  purity  eternal  God  !  "  v;hat  is  man  that 
thou  art  m.indful  of  him  ?  or  the  fon  of 
man  that  thou  vifiteft  him !" 

But  the  humility  of  a  penitent  arifes 
chiefly  from  a  profound  and  affeftingview 
of  his  fins  ag^ainll  God.  The  talents  of  the 
mind  and  the  faculties  of  the  body,  which 
Ihould  have  been  employed  only  in  the  fer- 
vice  of  the  Creator,  have  been  often  ufedto 
his  diflionor.  The  heart,  which  he  created 
only  for  himfelf,  has  been  devoted  to  inferior 
puriuits,  and  exhaufted  in  falacious  and 
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criminal  enjoyments — The  blefTmgs  of  h\% 
providence  which  Ihould  habitually  have 
recalled  him  to  mind  with  a  thankful  re- 
coUejiion,  have  too  often,  alas !  ferved  on- 
ly to  nounih  and  inllame  the  palfions.  But 
the  highell  aggravation  of  fin,  where  the 
r.ame  of  Chriit  ii>  known,  is  its  refinance  to 
the  perfuafions  of  the  holy  fpirit,  the  con- 
tempt it  pours  upon  the  love  of  the  Son  of 
God,  and  its  profanation  of  his  precious 
blood  Ihed  for  the  redemption  of  the  world. 
Thefe  confiderations  molt  deeply  penetrate 
the  mind  of  a  fincere  penitent,  and  till  it 
with  remorfe  and  Ihame.  Condemned  by 
the  fentence  of  the  divine  law,  he  is  not  lef^ 
condemned  by  the  fentence  of  his  own  heart. 
*•  Wherefore,  faith  the  facred  writer,  fpeak- 
ing  in  the  name  of  all  penitents,  1  abhor 
ruyielf,  and  repent  in  duli  and  afiies  I" 

One  of  the  principal  fruits,  and  one  of 
the  moft  certain  proofs  of  true  humility  of 
mind,  is  an  unbounded  gratitude  to  the  Sa- 
viour and  unlimited  truit  m  his  merits.  In 
our  own  imperfect  obedience,  as  there  is  no 
vindication  of  the  rights  of  the  violated 
law,  there  can  be  no  iblid  ground  of  hope 
towards  God.    For     our  ri^kteoujnejfes  arc 
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asfJihy  rags,  and  our  imquilies  like  the  loind 
have  taken  us  axvay,'  No  argument  can  car- 
ry this  truth  with  fuch  perfuafion  to  the 
heart  that  it  is  "  not  by  works  of  righte- 
ouinefs  which  w^e  have  done,  but  by  grace 
w^e  are  -faved/'  as  our  own  confciouriiefs  in 
thofe  moments  of  huraihation  and  repen- 
tance wlien  we  perceive  the  magnitude  and 
extent  of  our  oHences  againfi:  God.  Even 
the  mercy  that  encourages  our  hope,  will, 
by  paintmg  in  deeper  colours  our  ingrati- 
tude and  guilt,  the  more  completely  de- 
ftroy  every  plea  of  felf-righteoufnefs.' — 
Blelfed  JelUs !  we  believe  that  there  is  no 
other  name  but  thine  under  heaven  given 
among  men  whereby  wx  can  be  faved/' 

III.  Connefled  with  the  humility  of  the 
penitent  in  our  text  is  her  edifymg  fclf- 
denial. 

Retiring  from  all  the  fcenes  of  her  paft 
delights  Ihe  confecrates  the  powers  of  her 
heart,  and  the  labours  of  her  hands  only  to 
her  Saviour.  She  efleems  it  not  fuihcient 
to  have  forfaken  her  vices  ;  but  fhe  makes 
a  voluntary  facrifice  of  all  the  objects  that 
might  tend  to  rekindle  her  pafiions.  Even 
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t"  ofe  I  nvful  pofieffions  cr  enjoyments 
U'i ;  'h,  having  been  once  abufed,  had  be- 
come conneSied  by  habit  or  by  memory  with 
her  fmS;  (he  renounces.  Her  perfon,  \\  hich 
f.-ehad  fo  careiully  decorated  from  impro- 
per views,  is  now  n.glefled  in  its  ornaments 
— She  feems  willing  to  monify  it  for  hav- 
ing been  once  too  pleafing.  The  rich  per- 
fumes vriih  which  ihe  had  iiudied  to  inchant 
the  fenfes,  fi:e  cafts  avrav.  What  is  valua- 
ble  in  them  fiie  confecrates  to  Chrift — for 
the  reft,  {lie  ufes  them  no  more  for  her  own 
pleafure.  Her  hair,  the  glory  of  her  head, 
w^hich  Ihe  had  fo  often  drefied  for  allure- 
rnent,  now^  carelefs  and  difhevelled,  as  if  to 
mark  her  repentance  for  its  firil  abufe,  Ihe 
applies  to  the  humbleft  office.  The  luttre 
of  her  eyes,  that  had  fo  often  fparkled  with 
impure  fires,  (he  quenches  in  a  flood  of 
tears,"^*  and  (he  now  employs  them  only  in 
exprefTions  of  humility  and  grief. 

Admirable  example  !  The  fpirit  of  re- 
pentance will  lead  a  good  man  not  only  to 
renounce  his  pafllons,  but  to  fliun  the  mo- 
tives and  occafions  of  exciting  them — the 
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places  which  have  been  formerly  the  fcenes 
of  them — the  aids  and  the  arts  which  they 
have  employed  to  compafs  their  gratifica- 
tion.   In  confequence  of  the  natural  and 
powerful  principle  of  affociation  in  the  hu- 
man mind,  he  is  prone  to  regard  with  ab  • 
horrence,  or  v/ith  fear,  whatever  has  been 
connefted,  by  any  clofe  tie,  with  vice.  The 
concomitants  of  vice  he  facrifices  along 
with  the  vices  themfelves.    This  is  like  wife 
a  principle  of  prudence.    For  fuch  is  the 
frailty  of  the  heart  that  the  mofl  fmcere 
convert  may  expofe  his  virtue  to  danger  by 
incautioully  frequenting  fcenes,  or  by  in- 
dulging an  unneceifary  familiarity  with  ob- 
jects, that  have  formerly  been  to  him  the 
occafions,  or  the  minifters  of  lin.    His  paf- 
fions  accuftomed  to  kindle  at  the  fight  of 
them,  may,  by  the  influence  of  habit,  infen- 
fibly  become  enflamed,  and  in  an  unguard- 
ed moment,  he  may  be  furprifed  into  a  fault. 
It  is  necelfary  not  only  to  flee  from  the  fins 
that  are  in  the  world,  but  often  to  flee  from 
the  v7orld  itfelf.    Retirement,  feif-denial, 
moderation,  and  even  abilinence  in  plea- 
fure  are  frequently  requifite  in  order  to 
preferve  our  virtue,  and  to  impofe  a  pro* 
per  guard  upon  the  pailions. 
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A  queftion  has  been  raifed,  to  what  de- 
gree may  aniufem'^nts,  recreations,  and  ge- 
nerally all  fennble  pleafures,  be  lawfully 
puraied  by  a  good  man  ?  And  when  do 
they  become  blameable  ?  It  is  difficult  to 
mark  out  any  limits  on  this  fubjeft  that  fliall 
be  precife  and  accurate.  They,  are  not  the 
fame,  perhaps,  to  every  man — much  de- 
pends on  character,  on  habit,  on  the  pecu- 
liar irritability  of  the  pallions,  and  on  many 
circumftances  that  vary  v/ith  the  individual, 
and  cannot  be  embraced  in  any  general 
rule.  Confiderations  of  this  nature,  while 
they  ought  to  render  a  man  candid  and  li- 
beral in  his  interpretation  of  the  condu6i  of 
others,  fliould  m.ake  him  rigorous  in  judg- 
ing of  his  own.  Whatever  he  has  found, 
by  experience,  to  impair  the  firmnefs  of  his 
pious  refolutions,  or  to  difcompofe  the  fe- 
rene  and  fteady  habit  of  his  devout  affec- 
tions, to  him  becomes  criminal.  And  if  he 
has  difcovered  that  companies  of  a  certain 
kind  are  unfriendly  to  ferious  refleftion — - 
if  public  diverfions  and  am.ufements  have 
diffipated  the  heart,  and  rendered  it  lefs 
prepared  to  approach  to  God  in  the  exer- 
cifes  of  a  fpiritual  and  lively  devotion — if 
any  worldly  cares  have  occupied  too  large 
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a  portion  of  his  time  to  the  exclufion  of  the 
higher  and  nobler  objefts  of  religion — if 
attentions  to  the  perfon  have  h^d  too  much 
of  a  fenfual  aim — if  the  arts  of  corrupting 
have  been  iludied  in  the  arts  of  pleafmg, 
he  will  ftill  regard  with  a  holy  jealoufy  and 
caution  w^hat  has  once  proved  to  him  a 
dangerous  fnare.  He  will  imitate  the  pru- 
dent and  generous  felf-denial  of  this  peni- 
tent woman  who  renounced  even  her  teijip- 
tations.  It  is  in  vain  toalk,  is  not  company 
mnocent  ?  Are  not  amufements  lawful  ? 
Is  not  a  certain  conformity  to  the  w^orld 
juftifiable  ?  Are  not  attentions  to  pleale 
laudable  ?  I  agree — No  one  difputes  the 
principle  thus  generally  expreffed.  It  is  in 
the  particular  applications  of  it  that  the 
difficulties  arife.  And,  whatever  indulgen- 
ces might  be  admitted  in  a  general  theory 
of  morals — whatever,  in  praftice,  might  be 
fafe  and  lawful  for  others,  the  queftion  re- 
curs, have  they  been  found  to  produce  an 
ill  influence  on  the  Hate  of  your  mind,  or 
the  habits  of  your  conduii:  ?  Have  they 
occupied  that  time  which  ought  to  have 
been  employed  in  parlliits  more  ufeful  and 
more  worthy  of  your  nature  ?  Have  they 
tended  to  awaken  criminal  pallions  in  your 
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own  breaft?  Have  they  been  defigned  to 
excite  loofe  defires  in  others  ?  In  one  word, 
do  they  feem  to  have  interpofed  a  diRance 
between  your  foul  and  God?  Have  they 
made  you  lefs  circumfpefl:  in  your  conduct, 
and  lefs  vigilant  over  all  the  movements 
of  the  heart  ?  Have  thdy  rendered  you 
more  forgetful  of  your  dependent  ftate,  and 
of  your  eternal  deltiny  ?  In  proportion  as 
they  have  been  followed  by  thefe  efFefts 
they  have  become  fmful.  And,  I  repeat  it, 
true  repentance  will  make  the  facrifice  of 
them.  The  fpirit  of  repentance  never  afks 
what  is  the  exaft  limit  between  virtue  and 
vice,  in  order  that  it  may  approach,  as  near 
as  poifible,  the  confines  of  forbidden  plea- 
fures.  It  ftudies  to  keep  far  within  that 
dangerous  boundary.  It  is  inclined  rather 
to  carry  abflinence  from  pleafure  to  a  holy 
excefs,  if  I  may  fpeak  fo,  than  to  permit 
one  doubtful  liberty.  Job  made  a  covenant 
zoith  his  eyes  in  order  to  guard  the  purity  of 
his  heart.  And  every  man  who  is  honeft 
to  himfelf  will  perceive  fome  Jin  which  more 
cnfdy  tlian  others  hejets  him,  and  with  regard 
to  which  he  finds  himfelf  more  frail.  Here 
all  his  guards  ought  to  be  doubled — all  his 
vigilance  ought  to  exhaulled.    A  good 
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man  will  fear  and  fiiun  the  opportunities 
and  incitements  of  temptation,  as  well  as 
abhor  and  flee  from  fin. 

IV.  This  penitent  inilru6is  us,  in  the  laft 
place,  -by  the  holy  zeal  with  which  ftie 
avows  her  changfe  of  life,  and  profefles  her 
attachent  to  her  great  deliverer. 

She  had  wounded  the  interefts  of  piety 
and  virtue.  She  is  folicitous,  by  her  future 
conduci,  to  repair  the  e{fe£ls  of  her  fatal 
mifcarriages.  Her  courfe  of  reformation 
(he  commences  by  a  profelfion  of  her  pious 
purpofe,  and  an  acknowledgment  of  her 
duty  as  public  as  had  been  her  offences. 
She  did  not  come  to  Jefus  by  night,  like 
the  ruler  of  the  Jews  who,  through  a  falfe 
pride,  thought  to  conceal  from  the  obfer- 
vation  of  the  world,  the  moft  honorable 
aflion  of  his  life — fhe  did  not  go  to  meet 
him  in  the  dillant  villages,  or,  in  the  moun- 
tains to  which  he  often  retired  apart  to 
pray,  that  fne  might  reveal  to  him,  in  pri- 
vate, the  fentim.ents  of  her  heart— Her  of- 
fences had  been  notorious— Jerufalem  knev/ 
that  (he  was  a  finner*— And  in  tliat  city 
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that  had  been  the  theatre  of  her  difhonor, 
fhe  went  by  day,  in  the  fight  of  all  into  the 
houfe  of  the  Pharifee^and,  in  the  prefence  of 
the  affembly  that  was  there  convened,  Ihe 
confecrates  herfelf  to  the  fervice  of  Chrift. 
She  M^as  not  afliamed  of  the  caufe  of  virtue 
and  piety  which  flie  had  recently  embraced. 
She  w^as  afliamed  only  of  having  embraced 
it  fo  late. 

An  open  and  decided  profeffion  of  reli- 
gion is  an  homage  which  every  good  man 
owes  to  the  caufe  of  truth.  The  weight  of 
his  example,  whatever  it  may  be,  he  Ihould 
add  to  the  fcale  of  virtue.  A  hncere  peni- 
tent be  folicitous  to  make  an  early  re- 
paration to  the  injured  honour  of  his  Sa- 
viour as  confpicuous  as  his  faults  have  been. 
But  as  the  habits  of  the  world  are,  in  many 
refpecis,  in  oppofition  to  the  fpirit  of  reli- 
gion, the  young  convert  is  apt  to  perceive 
a  degree  of  fl:iame  in  abandoning  its  party, 
which  is  fupported  by  numbers,  and  going 
over  to  the  thin  and  deferted  ranks  of  reli- 
gion. Yet^a  lively  fenfe.of  redeeming  love 
will  render  him  fuperior  to  this  falfe  lhame. 
Alhamed  only  of  having  fo  long  purfued 
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the  paths  of  vice  and  folly,  he  v/ill  fe*l  the 
dignity  of  a  return  to  reafon  and  virtue. 

Do  you  dread  and  fhrink  from  the  obfer- 
vation  of  a  fcoffing  and  cenforious  worid  ? 
Alas !  in  the  courfe  of  your  vices  you  fear- 
ed it  not.  Why  Ihould  it  afiecl  you  only 
when  you  are  about  to  enter  on  the  noble 
refolutions  of  duty  ?  Do  you  dread  the  in- 
vidious contrails  that  will  be  dray/n  be- 
tween your  former  manners,  and  your  pre- 
fent  change  ?  True  it  is,  the  world  is  prone 
to  call  up  againft  thofe  who  enter  on  a  new 
life  the  memory  of  their  errors.  It  is  wil- 
ling to  reproach  religion  w^ith  them,  or  to 
infinuate  that  pious  zeal  is  merely  a  hypo- 
critical difguife  alfumed,  for  certain  purpof- 
es,  to  cover  a  hearty  that,  in  lecret,  llili  re- 
mains equally  enflaved  to  vice.  Thus  the 
Pharifee  faid  of  this  amiable  penitent JJie  is 
a  finner.  But,  his  fcorn  did  not  abalh  her, 
or  reftrain,  for  a  m.oment,  the  fervent  ex- 
prefTions  of  her  duty  to  her  Saviour.  The 
lentiments  of  love  and  zeal  that  filled  her 
heart,  rendered  her  fuperior  to  the  infult.  , 
And  let  the  real  penitent  know  that  fmcer- 
ity  will  take  away  the  tting  of  every  re- 
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proach — perfeverance  in  the  path  of  duty 
/will  take  away  the  reproaches  themfelves. 

The  hiflory  which  you  have  been  review, 
ing  affords  the  moll  gracious  encourage- 
ment to  all  men,  whatever  may  have  been 
the  nature  or  degree  of  their  offences  againfl: 
God,  to  feek  his  mercy  by  repentance. — 
Often,  it  is  not  fufficient  for  the  guilty  that 
they  have  his  general  promife,  him  that 
cometh  to  me  1  will  in  no  wife  caff  out." 
They  require  it  to  be  fupported  by  exam- 
ples, before  the  trembling  and  felf-reproach- 
ing  heart  can  reft  upon  it.  Here  is  the  ex- 
ample of  one  who  may  be  ranked  among 
the  chief  of  fniners,  who,  notwithftanding, 
was  received  by  the  Saviour  with  infinite 
benignity.  Appealing  to  the  proofs  which 
flie  had  given  of  the  reality  of  her  repen- 
tance, and  the  fmcerity  of  her  love,  he  fays 
to  the  Pharifee  her  fins  v/hich  were  many 
are  forgiven,  for  fne  loved  much." 

Not  infrequently,  thofe  who  have  offend- 
ed highly,  when  they  come  to  be  convinced 
of  their  fins,  are  ready  to  defpair  of  the 
mercy  of  heaven.  The  fentiments  of  their 
own  unworthinefs  fo  profoundly  penetrate 
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them,  the  apprchenfions  of  the  juftice  and 
indignation  of  God  againft  fin  fo  alarm  and 
terrify  them,  that  they  have  not  compofure 
of  mind  fufficient  to  turn  a  calm  and  be- 
lieving view  on  the  merits  of  the  Redeem- 
er, and  the  all-prevailing  atonement  of  the 
crofs.  They  are  ready  to  conclude  that 
the  fiimmer  is  pajl,  the  harveji  is  ended,  and 
they  are  not  faved.  Ah  !  why  fhould  you 
unneceffarily  afflift  your  fouls  ?  Behold,  in 
the  penitent  of  our  gofpel,  a  monument  of 
divine  grace  that  is  calculated  to  filence 
all  your  fears,  and  is  fufficient  to  introduce 
the  light  of  pious  hope  into  the  darkeft  and 
moft  troubled  bofom. 

Others  there  are  who,  though  they  do 
not  doubt  of  the  mercy  and  the  promife  of 
God,  do,  notwithftanding,  derive  the  m.oft 
difconfolate  profpefts  from  within  them- 
felves.  The  force  of  their  paffions  they 
perceive  to  be  fo  great  that  they  can  hardly 
flatter  themfelves  with  the  hope  of  being 
able  to  bend  them  under  the  yoke  of  reli- 
gion— their  fenfibilities  to  pleafure  are  fo 
lively  and  impetuous  tliat  they  defpair  of 
extirpating  them,  or  making  them  fubmit  to 
the  painful  felf-deniak  of  the  gofpel.    It  re- 
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quires,  indeed,  an  arduous  conflicl  to  fubdue 
the  burning  impulfes  of  a  heart  too  fenfible 
to  pieafure,  and  to  divert  its  force  from  the 
grofs  and  turbulent  purfuits  of  fenfe  to  the 
pure  and  fpiritual  enjoyments  of  piety. — 
But,  if  it  is  arduous,  blefled  be  God  !  it  is 
not  impoffible  to  the  energy  of  reafon,  to 
the  power  of  relleftion,  to  the  facred  im- 
portunity of  prayer.  A  merciful  Saviour, 
alfo,  hath  not  left  the  ilTue  of  the  conflicl 
to  our  own  weaknefs  ;  but  hath  gracioufly 
promifed  the  aids  of  his  holy  fpirit  to  thofe 
who  afk  him — Alk  and  ye  (hall  receive, 
feek  and  ye  fliall  find,  knock  and  it  fliall  be 
opened  unto  you."  And  you  fee  in  the  hid 
tory  of  this  day,  a  penitent,  whole  paffions 
were  unufually  Rrong,  made,  by  his  grace, 
to  feel  the  all-fubduing  charms  of  virtue 
and  holinefs.  Thofe  fenfibilities  which  had 
once  mifled  her,  now  form  the  moft  Itriking^ 
and  interefting  features  of  her  new  charac- 
ter. Such  difpofitions,  when  regulated  by 
divine  grace,  are  commonly  diltinguiflied 
for  a  tender,  lively,  and  affeciionate  piety  ; 
and  are  capable,  perhaps,  of  forming  the 
moft  amiable  and  perfecl  characters  m  re- 
ligion. To  them,  probably,  we  owe  thofe 
noble  ftrains,  thofe  impaffioned  odes  which 


oi  the  Fed  of  Jcfus.  137 

royal  pfaliriifl  of  Inael  employed  in 
.  J  worfhip  of  God  ;  thofe  facrcd  fervors, 
running  through  all  his  divine  compofi- 
tions,  that  continue  to  animate  the  devotion 
of  good  men  in  every  age.  Let  not  the 
llrength.  of  your  pafhons,  then,  or  the  vi- 
vacity of  your  fenfibilities  to  pleafure, 
make  you  defpair  of  attaining  to  a  new 
life,  or  even  of  reaching  the  fummits  of  vir- 
tue. Enter  fpeedily,  and  in  earneft  on  the 
arduous  labour.  And  in  this,  as  in  every 
other  duty,  the  promife  of  God  will  ftill 
remain  to  be  your  confolation,  and  your 
aid,     my  grace  is  fufficient  for  you." 

AMEN  ! 

T 
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VI. 


ON  INDUSTRY. 

feELIVERED    ON    THE    SUNDAY    PRECEDING  TH« 
COMMENCEMENT,    1 797* 

.  —  — =,^gg;s3i—  

Romans  xii.  ii. 
Not  Slothful  in  Bvjinefs, 

THE  law  of  Chrift  not  only  reaches  to 
the  principles  of  conducl  in  the  heart, 
but  extends  to  the  whole  detail  of  our  ac- 
tive duties.    Among  thefe  it  inculcates  in- 
duftry,  and  diligence  in  bufinefs,  not  only 
by  many  direft  precepts,  but  by  the  allu- 
'  fions  and  images  which  it  employs  to  charac- 
terize the  chriftian  life.    It  repreients  it  as 
an  arduous  conflift,  as  an  aflive  race,  as  a 
ftate  of  incelfant  labour  and  vigilance- 
Some  weak  or  fuperRitious  minds  have 
imagined  that  all  this  ardor  is  to  be  employed 
only  in  devotion,  and  thofe  duties  that  ter- 
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minate  immediately  upon  God,  while  they 
fuppofe  it  hardly  refpecls  the  affairs  of  civil, 
of  focial,  or  domeilic  life.  On  the  other 
hand,  juftice,  charity,  fobriety,  induflry  are 
effential  and  important  duties  of  the  chrif- 
tian  law.  In  the  order  of  life,  indeed,  they 
form  the  moft  numerous  clafs  of  our  du- 
ties, men  have  the  moft  conftant  ufe  for 
them,  they  are  moft  directly  related  to  the 
general  intereft  and  felicity  of  the  v/orld, 
which  is  the  great  end  of  the  divine  govern- 
ment. Activity  and  diligence  in  the  affairs 
of  life  may,  it  is  true,  proceed  from  impro- 
per motives,  and  be  direCted  to  improper 
ends.  Men  may  be  dilig&nt  in  the  bufinefs 
ef  the  world,  and  yet  be  deftitute  of  the 
grace  of  God  :  but,  it  may  be  laid  down 
as  an  immutable  truth  in  religion  that  no 
one  can  be  a  good  man  who  is  not  induftri- 
ous  in  fonie  ufeful  calling. 

Induftry  is  the  virtue  of  which  I  purpofe 
to  treat  on  the  prefent  occafion ;  in  doing 
which  I  ftiall  point  out  both  its  neceility, 
and  its  advantag-es. 

It  is  required  of  us  by  God —it  is  render- 
ed neceffary  by  our  relations  to  fociety — it 
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is  requifite  to  the  improvement  of  our  own 
nature— it  is  intimately  connefled  with 
other  virtues— and  it  is  indifpenfable  to  the 
beft  enjoyment  of  hfe.  Each  of  thefe  ideas 
I  fnall  explain  and  extend  a  little  before  I 
apply  the  fubjefl:  to  the  chief  defign  of  our 
prefent  meeting. 

I.  In  the  firft  place,  it  is  required  of  us 
by  God.    This  appears  not  only  from  his 
holy  word,  but  from  tlie  whole  fabric  and 
order  of  the  univerfe,  and  from  the  organ- 
ization and  ftructure  of  our  own  nature, 
v/hich  are  his  work.    Wheiever  he  mani- 
fefts  his  power,  all  things  are  full  of  move- 
ment and  energy.    The  mighty  orbs  that 
compofe  the  univerfal  fvftem  wheel  on  in  an 
incellant  courfe,  and  preferve  unbroken  the 
order  of  day  and  -night,  of  feed  time  and 
harvelh.    Every  atom  is  in  motion,  and  is 
perpetually  afluming  new  forms  of  being. 
That  man  might  not  be  idle,  his  Creator 
hath  furnifhed  him  w^ith  a  vaft  affemblage 
of  aftonilhing  powders,  fitted  for  an  immenfe 
variety  ofuleful  ends,  and  which  indeed 
can  be  preferved  in  a  found  Hate  and  brought 
to  the   perfefiion  for  which  they  were 
evidently  intended^  only  by  employment 
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and  exercife.  When  we  fee  a  conftant  and 
neficent  aftivity  every  where  eftablifhed 
by  God  in  the  conftitution  of  nature,  it  is 
an  indication  of  his  will  too  clear  and  un- 
ambiguous to  be  mifunderftood  even  by  the 
moft  carelefs  obferver.  Were  the  powers 
with  which  man  is  endued  given  by  him  in 
vain  ?  Shall  we  fuffer  them  to  ruft  in  our 
poffefTion,  and  thereby  fruflrate  the  benevo- 
lent defigns  of  the  Creator  ?  The  opportu- 
nity and  the  means  of  doing  good  either  to 
ourfelves  or  others,  as  they  are  beftov/ed  by 
him,  and  are  the  indications  of  his  will, 
point  out  to  us  a  facred  law  of  duty.  As 
long  as  any  good  end  can  be  anfwered  by  our 
aftivity,  and  that  is  as  long  as  we  exift,  we 
are  under  inviolable  obligations  to  in- 
duiiry. 

The  fame  fpirit  breathes  throughout  the 
word  of  God.  Dilicrence  in  fome  ufeful 
bufmefs  is  reprefentcd  as  effential  to  the 
character  of  a  good  man.  The  apoftle,  in 
his  inftruftions  to  Timothy  hath  faid,  if 
any  provide  not  for  his  own,  and  efpecial- 
ly  for  thofe  of  his  own  houfe,  he  hath  de- 
nied the  faith  and  is  worfe  than  an  infidel." 
In  defcribincr  the  charaQerof  thofe  widows 
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whom  he  permitted  to  be  received  upon  J;- 
charitable  lills  of  the  chriftian  church,  he ' 
requires  that  they  be  "  well  reported  of  fov 
good  works — that  they  have  brought  up 
children,  that  they  have  lodged  ftrangers, 
that  they  have  relieved  the  afflicted,  and  that 
they  have  diligently  foUow^ed  every  good 
work."  To  quote  no  other  example  lif- 
ten  to  the  reproach  v/hich  our  bleffed  Lord 
makes  to  the  unhappy  man  who  had  not 
induftrioufly  improved  the  talent  with  which 
he  had  been  intrufted^ — "  Thou  wicked  and 
Jlotliful  fervant !"  And  let  us  tremble  at  the 
fcntence  prcnonnced  upon  him,  "  caft  ye 
the  unprojitable  fervant  into  utter  darknefs — 
there  fhall  be  wailing  and  gnalhing  of 
teeth."  From  hence  it  appears  that,  in  the 
final  judgment,  we  mull  render  an  account 
of  the  negleft  of  our  talents  as  v;ell  as  of 
their  miiimprovem.ent — of  our  omilfions  of 
duty  as  well  as  of  our  pofitive  tranfgref- 
fions. 

When,  in  another  paffage,  our  Saviour 
commands  his  difciples  "  not  to  labour  for 
the  meat  that  perifneth,  but  for  that  which 
endureth  to  everlafting  life" — can  he  mean, 
as  fome  have  imagined,  to  recommend  a 
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pious  idlenefs,  or  to  make  a  merit  of  mo- 
nadic poverty  ?  Can  he  intend  to  confine 
all  the  images  of  vigilance  and  labour  by 
which,  in  other  places,  the  chriitian  life  is 
repreiented,  wholly  to  the  fecret  and  inte- 
rior.duties  of  relimon  ? — It  is  imooffible — 
but  knov/ing  how  prone  mankind  are  to 
give  the  preference  to  viGble  and  tempotal 
things  above  thofe  that  are  invifible  and 
eternal,  he  intends  by  this  ftrong  expreffion 
to  call  down  the  v/orld  from  its  ufurped 
fuperiority,  and  to  give  their  juft  afcenden- 
cy  in  our  efteem  and  purfuit  to  the  objefts 
of  an  immortal  exiftence.  Amidft  all  our 
juftifiable  concerns  for  the  prefent  life,  the 
life  to  come  is  of  infinitely  higher  mom.ent, 
and  demands  our  principal  care. 

II.  Induftry  is  a  duty  required,  in  the  next 
place,  by  our  relations  to  fociety. 

No  man  liveth  to  himfelf*  alone.  We 
are  all  members  one  of  another,  and  are 
linked  together  by  innumerable  ties  of  mu- 
tual intereft  and  dependence.  The  joint  ef- 
forts of  all  are  neceffary  for  the  happincf-; 
of  all.  Man,  as  an  inlulated  individual,  is 
capable  of  little  improvement,  and  even  of 
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little  enjoyment.  Arts  are  invented  and 
cultivated,  fociety  advances,  and  is  refined, 
and  the  public  profperity  is  promoted  only 
by  united  labours.  Each  one  is*  called  to 
contribute  his  portion  to  the  common  Hock. 
Every  man,  therefore,  who  js  not  uiefully 
employed,  may  be  conhdered  as  robbing 
fo  much  from  the  fum  of  general  benefit 
and  happinefs  as  his  labours  ought  to  have, 
added  to  it.  Ke  does  more.  His  exam- 
ple infefts  the  community.  /  nd  the  idle 
become  injurious,  not  only  by  their  own 
indolence,  but  by  their  pernicious  influence. 

Vrho  has  a  right  to  enjoy  the  advantages 
of  fociety  if  he  Contribute  nothing  to  mam- 
tain  and  increafe  them  ?  Shall  the  w^ealthy 
claim  this  dillionorable  privilege,  as  if  being 
the  fpring  of  action  in  others,  and  the  chan- 
nels through  which  the  rewards  of  labour 
flow  to  them,  they  might  remain  idle  ?  No, 
the  ties  of  reciprocal  dependence  pervade 
all  orders  of  the  commiunity,  and  reach, 
like  a  mighty  chain,  from  the  higheft  to  the 
iovreil.  Befides,  is  it  not  manifellly  unjuil 
that  thofe  who  enjoy  the  bounties  of  pro- 
vidence in  the  greatelt  profuuon  Ihould  em- 
ploy them  to  the  leafl  worthy  purpofes — 
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fliould  render  themfelves  the  leaft  Vvorthy 
of  men — (hould  fuffer  their  powers  to  ftag- 
nate  and  degenerate  for  want  of  a  necefla- 
ry  and  ufeful  exercife — fhould  become,  by 
their  example,  the  corrupters  of  fociety  ? 
If  God  has  elevated  them  to  confpicuous 
flations,  and  put  into  their  hands  the  means 
of  doing  extenfive  good,  has  he  not  laid 
them  under  proportionally  higher  obliga- 
tions than  other  men  to  cultivate  an  intrin- 
fic  w^orth  of  character,  and  to  co-operate 
with  the  great  Father  of  the  univerfe  in  pro- 
moting the  happinefs  of  mankind.  Can 
this  be  eifefted  by  an  indolent  felf-enjoy- 
ment  that  takes  no  in-tereft  in  the  aiTairs  of 
men  ?  Can  it,  by  a  luxurious  diffipation  in 
v/hich,  though  men  may  be  active,  they  are 
w^orfe  than  idle,  and  active  only  to  perni- 
ciou3  ends  ? 

To  the  law  of  an  ufeful  induftry,  there- 
fore, the  rich  as  well  as  the  poor,  the  great 
as  well  as  the  humble  are,  by  their  relations 
to  fociety  and  to  God,  equally  and  indif- 
penfably  fubjeft. 

But,  independently  on  thefe  high  rela- 
tions, every  man  is  under  obligations  to  in- 
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duftry  from  his  holy  and  tender  connexions 
with  a  family.  If  he  has  been  thrown  by 
providence  ainong  the  inferior  clalfes  of 
fortune,  is  it  not  among  the  firft  duties 
both  of  nature  and  rehgion  to  make  provi- 
fion  for  thofe  of  his  own  houfehold,  who 
depend  upon  his  care,  or  to  v/hom  he  has 
been  the  voluntary  occafion  of  exillence  ? 
— Whatever  Itatioii  he  holds,  is  it  not  his 
duty  to  exhibit  before  them  a  worthy  exam- 
ple ?  With  aiUduity  to  fuperintend  their 
education  on  which  fo  inuch  depends  for 
their  happinefs  in  life  ?  And  to  throw  round 
them,  in  that  rank  which  they  poffefs,  all 
the  refpeclability  that  virtue,  talents,  and 
induflry  can  beliov/  upon  them  ?  Without 
great  vigilance  and  care  in  forming  the  fen- 
timents  and  habits  of  youth,  they  are  liable 
to  fink  into  infignificance,  or  to  fall  a  prey 
to  the  innumerable  minifters  of  vice  that 
furround  them.  Parents  are  refponfible  for 
their  children  to  God,  and  the  public,  as 
well  as  to  tlieir  own  hearts.  For  want  of 
that  energy  and  vigilance  which  a  juft  edu- 
cation requires,  how  many  of  the  poor  have 
plunged  into  a  low  and  brutal  profligacy  ? 
how  many  families  of  high  fortune  have 
gradually  degenerated  in  the  qualities  both 
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of  their  bodies  and  their  mind^j,  till,  at  lad, 
the  viciirris  of  indolence  or  vice,  they  have 
become  utterly  extinfl  ? 

III.  In  the  next  place,  induftry  in  fome 
ufefur  purfuit  is  connected  with  the  im- 
provement and  perfeftion  of  the  powers  of 
our  niiture; 

Continual  exercife  and  employment  is 
neceffary  to  the  ftrength  and  vigor  both  ot 
the  corporeal,  and  the  mental  qualities.  This 
is  a  law  of  nature  eftabliihed  by  that  infinite 
goodnefs  of  which  we  every  where  fee  the 
proofs,  and  which  has  intended  to  promote 
the  perfection  of  our  own  nature  by  means 
that  fnould  be,  at  the  fame  tim.e,  elfentially 
connefted  with  the  good  of  m.anidnd.  That 
action  that  is  moft  beneficial  to  ourfelves  is 
that  which  is  alfo  mo  it  ufeful  tOv  others — 
Any  faculty  that  remains  unexerted  be- 
comes, in  time,  paralized  and  enfeebled,  and 
is  hardly  capable  of  being  applied  to  the 
ends  for  which  nature  intended  it.  The 
ancients,  who  undcrllood  fo  vrell  the  edu- 
cation of  youth,  prepared  their  citizens  to 
become  vigorous  defenders  of  their  country 
by  the  molt  athletic  exercifes ;  and  in  their 
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Ichools  they  endeavoured  to  cultivate  the 
l  earon  and  the  genius  by  ftudies  that  requir- 
ed an  intenfeand  continued  exertion  of  thofe 
powers. — Induftrious  and  ufeful  employ- 
ment, when  mixed  with  proper  recreation 
favours  the  vigor  and  perfection  of  the  body, 
promotes  the  improvement  of  the  mind,  and 
imparts  ferenity  and  purity  to  the  affetlions. 
Idlenefs  degenerates  every  thing ;  and  mere 
amufement,  where  it  occupies  a  large  por- 
tion of  our  time,  evaporates  the  greateft  and 
moft  refpeclable  qualities  of  human  nature. 

Befides,  idlenefs  is  not  only  an  enfeebling 
quality  but  forms  alfo  a  contemptible  cha- 
racier.  A  man  who  is  not  employed  as  the 
author  of  nature  intended  he  fnould  be — 
whofe  talents  are  ufelefs,  and  whofe  exam- 
ple is  pernicious — who  merely  eats,  and 
drinks,  and  fleeps,  or  lounges  from  place  to 
place,  an  inaftive  burden  on  the  earth,  mull 
be  defpifed  by  the  reft  of  mankind  ;  and  he 
will  feel,  if  he  has  any  fentiment  remaining, 
that  he  deferves  to  be  defpifed.  The  induf- 
trious will  regard  him  with  fufpicion,  as  a 
nuifance  to  fociety,  and  as  likely  to  prove  at 
laft  a  burden  upon  their  charity,  if  they  can 
be  fortunate  enough  to  efcape  his  frauds — 
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The  ingenious  v^ill  look  with  fcorn  on  that 
ignoble  difpofition  that  can  confent  to  bury 
the  heaven-born  fpark  of  reafon  under  a 
inafs  of  inaftive  corruption — that  has  no  am- 
bition to  ex^el — and  cannot  be  penetrated 
with  the  divine  beauties  of  truth  and  fcience 
— And  all  niuil  hold  in  contempt  the  man 
w^ho  does  nothing  v/orthy  the  rational,  fe- 
cial, and  human  nature. 

IV.  Induftry,  is  intimately  ccnnefled 
with  many  other  virtues. 

Order,  fobriety,  integrity,  and  temper- 
ance in  pleaiure,  are  uiually  affociated  with 
induftrious  merit.  When  a  mans  povv'ers 
are  fully  occupied  on  ufeful  obj.efts  he  is, 
in  a  great  meafure,  exempted  from  the 
temptations  that  lead  to  vice.  Labour 
tends  to  cool  the  boiling  ardor  of  the  paf- 
fions,  and  to  introduce  among  them  tran- 
quility and  order.  Intenfe  application  to 
bufmefs,  exhaufts  that  irregular  and  impure 
fire  that  is  continually  drawing  afide  into 
vice  thofe  who  live  without  proper  employ- 
ment. 

Man  bcinsf  formed  for  aftion  is  refllefs  and 
unhappy  without  it,  and  is --prone  to  feek 
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that  excitement  from  vicious  ideas  and  pur - 
fuits  which  he  ought  to  receive  only  from 
beneficial  plans  and  virtuous  engagements. 
His  imagination  is  apt  tobefilled  with  loofe 
fcenes — criminal  defires  rife  and  ferment  in 
his  heart — fenfual  appetites  are  the  only- 
principles  that  have  force  fufficient  to  roufe 
and  occupy  him. — If  we  look  back  on  life, 
has  it  not  been  when  v/ e  were  moft  idle  that 
we  have  been  moH:  expofed  to  temptation  ? 
Among  the  idle  do  we  not  ufually  find  the 
flaves  of  intemperance  and  debauchery? 
Among  the  idle  do  we  not  find  thofe  who 
facrifice  honor,  confcience,  and  time,  by  a 
bafe  and  pernicious  gambling,  the  ordinary 
refource  of  people  witliout  ideas  and  with- 
out induftry.  Are  they  not  the  idle  to 
whom  time  feems  tedious,  and  who  fly  to 
dilfipation  to  fill  the  painful  void  created  by 
want  of  ufeful  occupation  ?  Do  v/e  not 
among  the  idle  commonly  find  thofe  who, 
having  walled  their  eftates,  or  fuflfered  them, 
through  inattention,  to  fall  into  decay,  have 
been  tempted  to  employ  diflioneft  and  crim- 
inal means  in  order  to  repair  them  ?  Are 
they  not  the  idle  alfo  who  are  the  tatlers  and 
whifperers  of  fociety,  and  the  authors  of 
raifunderftanding  and  difcontent  between 
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friends  and  neighbours.  Not  feeling  the 
excitement  to  attion  that  arifes  frojn  virtu- 
ous principles  and  induftrious  habits,  they 
abandon  themfelves  to  the  ftimulus  of  a  low 
and  prying  curiofity,  and  their  miferable 
employment  is  to  hear  and  retail  the  anec- 
dotes offlander. 

But,  from  no  caufe  are  the  idle  more  ex- 
pofedto  danger  than  from  companions  like 
themfelves.  They  mutually  millead  and 
enfnare  one  another.  Their  evil  habits,  and 
their  finful  paffions  acquire  additional  force, 
by  being  feparated  from  the  good,  and  af- 
fociated  only  with  the  bad.  How  many  do 
we  daily  fee,  falling,  by  this  means,  the  vic- 
tims of  habitual  intemperance?  How  ma- 
ny, among  the  poorell  clalTes  of  fociety, 
giving  up  the  aftive  and  diligent  purfuit  of 
lioneR,  though  humble  occupations,  for  the 
contemptible  andruinous  habits  of  fauntering 
and  tipling,  leave  their  unhappy  families  to 
fuffer  at  home  ?  How  many  who  ought  to 
live  by  their  daily  labour,  do  we  fee  turning 
malicious  tale  bearers  or  ridiculous  politi- 
cians, and  regulating,  in  their  pretended 
wifdom,  the  affairs  of  the  ftate,  while  their 
ov/n  trades  are  falling  into  decay  ?  Thefe 
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*  men  make  up  the  m.ob  of  faction  in  every 
country — And  your  idle  politicians,  your 
lounging  patriots,  and  men  who  have  em- 
barraffed  their  circumftances  by  their  own 
folly  and  neglect,  are  always  hofiile  to  good 
government,  as  if  the  laws  were  their  ene- 
mies, and  are  ready  for  any  diforder  in  the 
republic  whenever  they  can  find  a  wucked 
and  a  daring  leader. 

Honeft  induftry  exempts  men  from  the 
temptations  that  lead  to  moft,  or  to  all  of 
the  crimes  which  have  jufl  been  mentioned. 
Intereft,in  that  cafe, concurs w^ith inclination, 
to  render  them  fober,  peaceful,  and  orderly 
citizens — The  fermentation  of  finful  paf- 
lions  is  checked  by  the  afctive  labours,  either 
of  the  body,  or  of  the  mind — Secure,  in  the 
exercife  of  their  own  talents,  of  a  compe- 
tence always  refpeflable  in  the  efteem  of 
the  w^ife,  and  pofleiTing  fufficient  to  fatisfy 
the  moderate  defires  that  are  connetled 
with  induftry  and  labour,  they  feel  little  in- 
ducement, to  turn  afide  to  the  criminal,  pre- 
carious, and  dangerous  refources  of  knave- 
ry for  mending  their  fortune.  Along  with 
induftry  we  will  generally  find  fober  man- 
ners, tranquil  paftions,  mcdeft  defires^  up- 
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right  defigns, benevolent  difpofitionS;  a  mind 
fuperior  to  fraud,  able  to  rely  upon  itfelf, 
folicitous  for  the  intereft  of  fociety,  and  in- 
flexibly attached  to  duty. 

V.  - 1  proceed,  in  the  laft  place,  to  fhew 
that  ufeful  employment  is  indifpenfable  to 
the  bell  enjoyment  of  life. 

Idlenefs,  thou2:h  often  fouc^ht  for  that 
purpofe,  is  an  enemy  to  true  pleafure. 
Enjo)  ment  requires  vigor,  aftivity,  and  a 
certain  fpring  upon  the  powers  of  nature 
that  cannot  exift  m  the  langour  and  lailitude 
of  inattion.  The  moderate  and  conftant 
exercife  of  our  faculties  is  no  lefs  neceffary 
in  order  to  tafte  the  fatisfaftions  thev  are 
capable  of  yielding,  than  it  is  to  bring  thofe 
faculties  to  the  perfeclion  of  which  they 
are  fufceptible.  God  hath  graciouily  and 
infeparably  connetled  the  happinefs  of  all 
fenfible  and  rational  beings  with  the  progrefs  ■ 
and  improvement  of  their  nature. — Induf- 
try  is  abfolutely  requifite  to  true  enjoyment. 

After  labour,  hov/  fv/eet  to  an  induftrious 
man  is  that  reft  that  is  necellary  to  refreQi 
him  for  his  work?    What  a  relilh  does 
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ufeful  employment  give  to  thofe  innocent 
amulements  with  which  it  is  fometimes 
lawful  to  unbend  nature  after  the  fatigues  of 
duty?  What  an  exquifite  pleafure  do 
found  organs,  undepraved  appetites,  fimple 
taites,  temperate  purfuits,  ferene  fpirits,  and 
all  the  ufeful  progeny  of  labour  add  to 
every  enjoyment  of  lenfe  ?  Do  the  chil- 
dren of  idlenefs  and  effeminacy  know  any 
fatisfactions  comparable  to  thefe? — Their 
reft  is  lafutude — their  amufement  diffipa- 
tion — their  appetites  are  cloyed,  and  their 
taftes  blunted  by  pleafures  that  continually 
offer  themfelves  before  they  are  demanded 
by  nature.  Luxury  wears  out,  and  de- 
praves the  appetites  it  was  invented  to  gra- 
tify— and  indolence  rendering  them  debili- 
tated and  impaired,  they  can  enjoy  nothing 
but  in  confequence  of  a  thoufand  artificial 
provocatives  that  roufe  them  to  a  momen- 
tary but  difeafed  attion. 

Are  not  thefe  reflections  verified  by  ex- 
perience ?  Where  do  we  find  thofe  v/ho 
are  moft  ferene — who  perceive  the  moft 
equal  and  cheerful  flow  of  fpirits — and 
who  appear,  upon  the  whole,  to  have  the 
beft  enjoyment  of  life  ?  Is  it  not  among  the 
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indiiRrious  and  diligent  who  are  alvrays  en- 
gaged in  fome  proper  and  beneficial  occu- 
pation? Where  do  \ve  find  the  greatefl 
lifilefinefs,  and  the  moft  frequent  chagrin, 
and  complaints  of  the  heavinefs  and  tedi- 
oufnefs  of  time  ?  Is  it  not  among  the  indo- 
lent ?  Hardly  are  they  capable  of  being 
roufed  into  any  enjoyment  of  themfelves 
but  by  company,  gaming,  routs,  aiTemblies. 
They  are  ready  to  die  with  a  diftreffing 
langor  till  the  feafon  of  their  diverfions  re- 
turns— And  day  after  day  they  repeat  the 
fame  frivolous  and  infipid  round  without 
tafte,  without  fentiment,  without  any  ufe- 
ful  engagement,  and  with  infinitely  lefs  fa- 
tisfaftion  and  true  relifl:i  of  life  than  the 
humble  labourer  who  earns  his  daily  bread 
by  the  fweat  of  his  brov/. 

If  we  turn  our  reflefliions  to  the  purfuits 
of  literature  we  fnali  find  the  idle  and  the 
ignorant  equally  far  from  true  happinefs. 
It  hath  pleafed  the  Creator  to  connect  the 
moft  pure  and  exquifite  fatisfaclions  with 
the  love  of  fcience,  and  the  attainment  of 
truth.  By  penetrating  and  unfolding  the 
fyftem  of  nature  we  feem  to  enlarge  our 
own  being,  and  to  approach  towards  the 
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fupreme  felicity  of  its  /:uthor.  A  man 
who  cultivates  liberal  knowledge,  like  him 
who  cultivates  piety  and  virtue,  can  feldom 
be  dependent  on  any  thing  without  himfelf 
for  his  happinefs.  He  carries  continually 
v/ith  him  the  moft  precious  fources  of  it  in 
his  own  breaft.  In  profperity,  next  to  the 
hopes  of  religion,  it  is  his  richeft  treafure — 
by  it  he  is  enabled  to  alleviate  affliction — 
it  is  the  ornament  of  fociety,  and  in  foli- 
tude  always  a  delightful  companion — it 
adorns  and  ennobles  youth — it  is  the  con- 
folation  of  age — and  confers  on  venerable 
years  refpeftability  and  luftre. 

On  the  other  hand,  ignorance  is  as  void 
of  fatisfaftion  as  it  is  difgraceful  in  thofe 
who  have  had  the  opportunity  and  the 
means  of  improvement.  Idlenefs  in  youth 
unavoidably  lays  the  foundation  of  dilho- 
norable  manhood,  and  of  defpicable  age. 
Nothing  can  be  more  contemptible,  and 
often  nothing  more  pitiable,  than  a  vacant 
old  age  after  an  idle  and  mis-fpent  youth. 
Without  induftrious  habits,  and  without 
fentiment,  tafte,  or  knowledge,  it  is  a  mife- 
rable  void.  It  has  no  refource  within  itfelf 
to  fupport  the  folitude,  the  want  of  cufto- 
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mary  amufements,  and  the  negleft  it  muft 
inevitably  experience.  But  age,  refpecta- 
ble  for  its  knowledge  and  example,  rich  in 
the  reputation  of  pall  ufefulnefs,  and  the 
honors  paid  it  by  the  young,  may  ftiil  enjoy 
its  comforts,  and  at  length  fmk  down  into 
the  grave  encompaffed  with  the  confola- 
tions  created  for  it  by  the  virtues  and  in- 
duflry  of  early  years. 

If  induilry  is  fo  necelTary  to  a  good  life, 
*  and  if  fo  many  benefits  flow  from  it  both  to 
ourfelves,  and  to  fociety,  as  may  perhaps 
appear  from  the  preceding  illu  ft  rations,  you 
will  acknowledge  that  the  duty  of  the  faith- 
ful and  uleful  employment  ot  time  cannot 
be  too  frequently,  or  too  earneilly  incul- 
cated upon  us  either  as  men,  as  citizens,  or 
as  chriltians.  It  is  certainly  among  the 
bell  means  by  which  a  difciple  of  Chrilt  can 
adorn  the  profeffion  of  God  his  Saviour. 
Induftry  is  a^^ociated  with  all  the  ufeful 
virtues,  idlenefs  with  all  the  difgraceful 
vices. 

I  do  not  mean,  however  to  recommend 
conftant  and  unremitted  labour  of  body  or 
mind..    There  is  an  extreme  in  the  bell 
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things  that  ought  to  be  avoided.  Some  in- 
tervals we  require  for  relaxation  and  re- 
frelhment,  and  fome  may  be  profitably  as 
well  as  agreeably  devoted  to  the  civilities, 
and  the  rational  pleaiiires  of  fociety.  But 
thefe  intervals  ought  to  be  regulated  by  the 
great  end  of  living,  and  to  be  made  lubier- 
vient  to  the  higher  and  more  atiive  duties 
of  life,  by  htting  us  to  return  to  them  with 
greater  alacrity,  and  by  improving  in  our 
hearts  the  humane  and  amiable  virtues  that 
connefl:  us  with  mankind. — No  portions  of 
our  time,  however,  ought  to  be  guarded,  by 
a  good  man,  with  greater  caution  than  tneie 
againil  the  accefs  of  vice.  Into  theie,  if 
into  any  it  is  able  to  infmuate  its  poiibn 
unperceived.  The  moments  of  relaxation 
and  pleafare  are,  commonly,  the  moments 
of  our  greatelt  danger.  A  life  of  virtue 
and  piety — tiiat  is  a  life  worthy  of  a  ration- 
al, focial,  and  immortal  being,  is  a  life  of 
vigilance,  of  labour,  of  conftant,  ufeful,  and 
a£tive  exertion. 

My  brethren,  I  beg  your  indulgence  in 
the  remaining  part  of  this  difcourfe,  while, 
according  to  an  old  and  laudable  cuftom  in 
this  infiitution,  I  addrefs  a  few  refleaions 
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and  exhortations  to  the  members  of  that 
clafs  who  are  (hortly  about  to  be  admitted 
to  its  honors. 

Young  Gentlemen ! 

You  have  now  finilhed  the  ufual  courfe  of 
ftudies  in  this  feminary ;  but  you  have  as 
yet  only  entered  on  the  threfholdof  the  tem- 
ple of  fcience.  You  have  completed  fome 
years  of  laborious  and  honorable  applica- 
tion to  letters  ;  but  if  you  would  arrive  at 
eminence  in  your  refpeftive  deftinations 
in  future  life,  your  labours  are  only  juil 
beginning.  It  would  be  the  eifefl  of  unpar- 
donable vanity,  and  the  proof  of  mis-fpent 
time,  or  of  defeftive  talents  to  fuppofe  that 
your  acquifitions  hitherto  were  more  than 
the  mofl  fimple  elements  of  fcience,  and 
humble  handmaids  to  future  improvements. 
Ignorance  alone  is  eafily  fatisfied  with  its 
own  attainments,  becaufe  it  fees  not  how 
much  is  to  be  known.  Real  knowledge,  by 
elevating  the  mind  to  higher  ground,  enlar- 
ges its  horifon,  enables  it  to  difcern  innume- 
rable openings  into  the  diftant  and  bound- 
lefs  fields  of  nature  that  yet  remain  to  be 
explored,  and  therefore  humbles  it  with 
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•  a  difcovery  of  the  fmall  progrefs  it  has 
already  made.  You  have  hitherto  gained 
little  if  you  have  not  acquired  habits  of  ap- 
plication, a  tafte  for  letters,  and  an  ardent 
thirll:  for  improvement.  With  thefe  qua- 
lities, what  you  have  attained  will  prove  an 
ufeful  introduftion  to  the  great  circle  of 
fciences,  and  enable  you  to  direft  your  own 
future  progrefs  in  ftudy.  Without  them 
you  may  loofe  even  w^hat  you  have  gained. 
For,  in  the  deep  and  arduous  road  of  fci- 
ence  there  is  no  point  of  reft.  Unlefs  we 
advance  we  neceffarily  go  backwards. 

Induftry  will  be  effential  to  your  fuccefs 
if  you  w^ould  rife  to  eminence  in  any  liberal 
profeflion,  or  ferve  your  country with  dif- 
tinction  in  any  refpeQable  department  of 
church  or  ftate.  One  or  another  of  thefe 
objcfls  I  prefume  is  your  aim.  I  w411  not 
fuppofe  that  any  of  you,  after  the  opportu- 
nities you  have  had  to  elevate  and  enlarge 
your  views,  to  refine  your  fentiments,  and 
to  prepare  to  aft  an  honorable  part  on  the 
theatre  of  public  life,  can  prove  fo  unwor- 
thy and  degenerate  as  to  be  contented  to 
drag  through  the  inferior  grades  of  fociety 
ufelefs  and  undiftinguilhed,  and  to  yield  the 
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palm  of  excellence  and  merit  wholly  to 
others.  Shall  indolence  hereafter  dellroy 
the  hopes  of  your  parents,  the  expefiations 
of  your  country,  your  own  honor,  and  that 
high  refpeft  which  the  elevated  and  virtu- 
ous mind  ought  to  have  for  itfelf  ?  Shall 
the  degrading  love  of  eafe  and  pleafure, 
like  a  blighting  mildew,  blafl  your  improve- 
ments in  the  bud  ?  and  prepare  for  you  a 
manhood  unfruitful  of  honor,  and  an  old 
age,  if  you  (hould  live  to  fee  old  age,  vacant 
of  rational  and  virtuous  enjoyment,  and 
ftript  of  the  homage  due  to  ufelul  and  well 
fpent  years. 

You  nowftand  onanemiaence  from  which 
you  flfiould  look  forward  to  the  period  when 
you  (hall  be  ranked  among  the  future  legif- 
lators,  magiilrates,  or  interpreters  of  the 
religion,  or  the  laws  of  your  country.  When 
you  look  through  the  whole  compafs  of 
fcience,  by  a  general  acquaintance  with 
which  you  Ihouid  prepare  yourfelves  for 
the  difcharge  of  oKices  fo  arduous  and 
important,  what  alTiduity  and  perfeverance 
will  even  your  preparation  lox,  public  life 
require  ? 
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The  time  has  been  in  this  country  when 
a  fmattering  of  knowledge  aided  by  fome 
I'prighthners  of  natural  parts  would  frequent 
Iv  fecure  to  a  man  in  the  liberal  profeifions 
both  dillinftion  and  fortune.  That  time  is 
nearly  paft.  And,  by  reafon  of  the  more 
general  diffufion  of  learning,  and  the  grow- 
ing multitude  of  rivals  in  every  art,  and 
competitors  for  every  office,  more  folid  ac- 
quirements, and  higher  qualifications  will 
every  day  become  more  neceifary  for  fuc- 
cefs. 

Befides,  a  mere  theologian,  or  a  mere 
lawyer  is  an  inferior  charafter,  and  not  of 
difficult  acquifition.  But  to  be  able  to  il- 
luflrate  the  facred  writings  by  all  the  aids 
of  philology,  of  antiquities,  of  criticifm,  of 
eloquence,  and  philofophy — to  be  the  in- 
terpreters of  juftice  by  a  familiar  recurrence 
to  the  pande£ls  and  codes  of  the  moft  en- 
lightened nations — to  draw  political  wifdom 
from  the  hiftory  of  ages,  from  an  extenfive 
knowlege  of  human  nature  and  human  foci- 
ety,  and  from  fo  many  fages  who  have 
written  profoundly  on  that  fcience,  this  is 
an  arduous  labour — this  is  a  character  ve- 
nerable by  its  powers,  its  virtues,  and  its 
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ufefulnefs ;  and  it  is  the  only  one  worthy 
of  a  generous  ambition,  or  the  noble  defire 
of  doing  good. 

Every  view  you  can  take  of  the  profpeft 
that  lies  before  you,  impofes  upon  you  high 
and  indifpenfible  obligations  to  induftry  in 
thofe  great  purfuits  to  which  you  have  hi- 
therto  been  only  opening  a  paffage.  Induf- 
try  is  the  law  of  your  nature — it  is  the  com- 
mand of  God — it  is  neceiTary  in  order  to 
cukivate  the  vaft  and  various  iield  of  know- 
ledge that  fpreads  itfelf  out  before  your 
view.  You  are  invited  to  it  by  the  expec- 
tations of  your  country,  and  by  the  honors 
and  rewards  fhe  has  to  beftow  on  ufeful  and 
confpicuous  merit — And  you  are  invited  to 
it  by  the  certainty  you  may  have  of  fuccefs 
if  you  are  not  wanting  to  yourfelves.  For 
a  well  direfled  diligence  and  perfeverance 
will  eventually  infure  fuccefs  even  to  m.ode- 
rate  talents.  And  without  thefe  qualities 
the  greateft  talents  will  be  fruitlefs.  Indeed 
the  principal  differences  among  mankind  in 
point  of  knowlege  and  abilities,  common- 
ly depend  more  upon  induftry,  than  upon 
the  natural  diftinftions  of  genius.  A  mil- 
taken  fentiment  often  prevails  among  young 
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perfons,  which  you  will  do  well  to  correft, 
that  great  induftry  is  the  mark  of  inferior 
talents,  and  that  idlenefs  and  diffipation  are 
charafteriilics  of  native  genius."^ — There  is 
indeed  one  kind  of  genius^  I  mean  that  which 
confifls  chiefly  in  the  livelineis  of  the  ima- 
gination, that  has  not  infrequently  been  con- 
nefled  with  difiipattd  manners.  However 
genius  of  this  kind  may  fometimes  ferve  to 
enliven  fociety,  or  to  amufe  our  hours  of 
leifure,  it  is  little  fitted  for  bufmefs  and  af- 
fairs, and  is  utterly  incompetent  to  philofo- 
phic  invefligation.  But  that  genius  that 
confifts  in  profound  and  penetrating  judg- 
ment, that  is  capable  to  invent,  and  improve 
fcience,  and  is  really  ufeful  to  the  world,  is 
almoft  always  united  with  aftivity  in  bufi- 
nefs,  and  perfevering  application  to  ftudy.t 
By  thefe  qualities  have  the  greateft  men  in 
every  age  been  highly  diftinguiihed.  Not 
to  mention  the  Boyles,  the  Newtons,  and 
the  Lockes  of  modern  times,  nor  the  Pla- 

*  It  is  falfe,  and  is  refuted  by  the  example  of  the  mo  ft 
elevated  characters  in  our  own  country,  as  well  as  in  foreign 
nations. 

t  This  muft  neceffarily  be  the  cafe.  For  if  truth  and 
fcience  pofFefs  charms,  mufl:  not  the  underftanding  that  is 
capable  to  perceive  them  delight  continually  to  contem- 
plate them  ? 
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tos  and  Antonines  of  antiquity,  let  me  re- 
call to  your  mind  only  Marcus  Tuliius 
Cicero,  a  name  that  ftands  for  genius  itfelf, 
the  greateft  orator,  tlie  greatelt  ftatefman, 
and  the  greateil  philofopher  that  Rome 
ever  produced.  A  celebrated  and  accurate 
writer  of  his  life  fays  his  induflry  was  in- 
credible, beyond  the  example,  or  even  con- 
ception of  our  days.  This  was  the  fecret 
by  vv^hich  he  performed  fuch  wonders,  and 
reconciled  perpetual  {ludy  with  perpetual 
affairs.  He  fuffered  no  part  of  his  leifure 
to  be  idle,  or  the  leafl  interval  of  it  to  be 
unimproved  ;  but  what  other  people  gave 
to  the  public  fhews,  to  pleafures,  to  feafls, 
nay,  even  to  fleep  and  the  ordinary  refrefh- 
ments  of  nature,  he  generally  gave  to  his 
books,  and  the  enlargement  of  his  know- 
ledge."*^ Here  is  an  example  on  which  you 
fhould  be  proud  to  form  yourfelves — an 
example  that  refutes  the  dull  maxims  of 
idlenefs  and  prolligacy,  and  points  out  the 
real  road  to  greatnefs  and  honor. 

Along  with  induflry  and  a  laudable  emu- 
lation to  excell,  let  it  be  your  care  to  cuki- 

*  Dr.  Middleton's  life  of  Cicero, 
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vate  all  thofe  virtues  that  ufually  accom- 
pany diligence  and  ufeful  employment — 
order  in  your  fiudies  and  in  all  your  duties, 
by  which  you  may  avoid  an  unprofitable 
wafte  of  time — frugality  in  living,  and  eco- 
nomy in  expenditures,  qualities  which  alone 
are  worthy  either  of  religion  or  philofo- 
phy,  and  becoming  the  citizens  of  a  free 
republic — regularity  and  punftuality  in  bu- 
finefs,  fo  neceffary  for  the  convenience  and 
comfort  of  fociety — honefty  and  upright- 
nefs  in  your  conduct  towards  men,  which  is- 
the  bafis  of  our  focial  connexions — piety 
towards  God,  which  is  the  foundation  of 
our  eternal  hopes — Let  me  add,  particular- 
ly, fobriety,  and  temperance  in  pleafure, 
which  youth  have  fo  many  temptations  to 
tranfgrefs,  but  which  are  fo  neceffary  in  or- 
der to  preferve  and  invigorate  the  powers 
both  of  body  and  of  mind.  The  intem- 
perate indulgence  of  appetite  waftes  and 
enfeebles  nature,  it  empoverifhes  genius,  it 
v/eakens  the  fentiments  of  probity  and  ho- 
nor, it  is  ready  to  facrifice  the  mofl:  elevated 
profpetts  of  virtue  to  a  low  and  brutal  love 
of  fenfual  pleafure — and  hurries  a  man  al- 
moft  beyond  the  power  of  refiftance  to  the 
precipice  of  fliame  and  ruin. — Cultivate  an 
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}ionorable  thirft  for  knowledge,  and  let 
your  ftudies  be  chiefly  of  the  feverer  kind, 
and  always  accurate  and  fyftematic.  I  mean 
by  Jyjtem,  remounting  to  firft  principles. — 
Loofe  and  fuperficial  reading  tends  to  fof- 
ter  vanity  and  produces  little  fcience  that 
is  fubftantial,  or  can  be  applied  to  real  ufe. 
A  courfe  of  reading  that  confifts  of  amufe- 
ment,  principally,  fuch  as  thofe  fiftitious  hif- 
tories  which  have  become  fo  fafhionable  to 
the  great  injury  of  more  folid  improve- 
ments, weakens  and  effeminates  the  mind, 
renders  the  tafte  fickly,  perverts  the  ideas  of 
real  life,  and  difqualifies  both  men  and  wo- 
men for  fulfilling  with  dignity  and  pru- 
dence the  duties  that  belong  to  them  ei- 
ther in  their  civil  or  domeftic  relations.  To 
hope  to  become  fcholars  or  men  of  bufinefs 
by  fuch  light  occupations  of  the  fancy,  and 
fuch  gentle  agitations  of  the  heart,  would 
be  like  an  attempt  to  make  Greek  or  Ro- 
man foldiers  by  liftening  to  the  foft  notes  of 
the  flute,  or  exercifing  the  limbs  only  in  the 
fwiming  mazes  of  the  dance. — But  indufl:ri- 
ous  application  to  ufeful  fliudies  tends  to 
cultivate  the  heart,  it  ennobles  our  being — 
it  will  prepare  for  you  the  public  confi- 
dence and  efl:eemj  and,  a  motive  that  will 
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be  much  more  fenfibly  felt  by  young  and 
ingenuous  minds,  it  will  fulfil  the  wilhes, 
and  complete  the  felicity  of  parents  who 
have  every  title  to  your  love,  and  whofe 
happinefs  next  to  your  duty  to  God,  fhould 
be  your  firft  pleafure,  and  your  firft  care. 

But,  while  I  am  urging  your  earneft  and 
affiduous  application  to  purfuits  ufeful  and 
honorable  in  the  prefent  life,  let  me  not 
forget  that  one  thing  is,  above  all  others, 

needfuL 

Diligence  to  make  your  calling  and  elec- 
tion fure,  is  the  higheft  obligation  that  can 
be  laid  upon  you  as  immortal  beings.  If 
it  is  proper  to  urge,  as  I  have  done,  your 
folicitude  to  render  yourfelves  worthy  of 
that  honor  that  cometh  from  men,  how- 
much  more  fliould  you  be  concerned  to  ob- 
tain that  which  cometh  from  God  ?  If  you 
fhould  fo  labour  for  the  meat  that  perijheth, 
how  much  more  for  that  which  endureth  to 
everlajiing  life  ? — Compare  the  fallible  tri- 
bunal of  public  opinion  before  which  you 
are  ihortly  about  to  appear,  with  the  fu- 
preme  and  impartial  bar  of  God  at  which 
you  muft  render  an  account  of  all  the  deeds 
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done  in  the  body — compare  the  tranfient 
breath  that  is  fleeting  from  your  noflrils, 
and  perifiiing  while  we  fpeak,  with  that  im- 
mortal exiilence  that  furvives  the  grave — 
Compare  the  fading  and  momentary  hon- 
ors of  the  world,  with  the  eternal  and  unde- 
caving  glories  of  the  heavenly  inheritance 
prepared  for  his  people  by  Chrift  Jefus,  and 
can  anv  zeal  be  too  great  for  fuch  a  fubjeci? 
or  anv  language  too  ftrong  to  prefs  upon 
you  your  duty  and  your  intcreft  ?  All  your 
labours  and  purfuits  in  life,  your  private 
fludies,  and  your  public  offices  fnould  be 
made  fubfervient  to  the  chief  end  of  living 
to  the  glory  of  God,  and  the  falvation  of  the 
foul.  Every  duty  in  life  (hould  be  animat- 
ed, directed  and  fanctified  by  the  fpirit  of 
religion.  In  the  great  caufe  of  piety  and 
truth  Veoz^  fliould  labour  with  more  alfidui- 
ty  and  zeal  than  thofe  who  have  not  enjoy- 
ed equal  privileges  vrith  yourfelves.  Thofe 
privileges  have  created  for  you  a  more  ex- 
tenfive  fphere  in  which  you  (hould  be  em- 
ployed in  doing  good,  /'nd  for  your  en- 
couragement furter  me  to  remind  you  that 
God  is  not  unrighteous  to  forget  our  work  and 
labour  of  love.  In  the  immortal  kingdom 
of  the  Redeemer,  the  jujl  piall  faine  as  t/ie 
X 
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Irightnefs  of  the firmament,  and  they  tliat  turn 
many  to  righieoufnefs,  as  the  Jiars  forever  and 
ever.  All  the  labours  of  integrity,  of  chari- 
ty, of  virtue,  of  piety,  of  public  fpirit,  (hall 
be  crovrncd  vrith  glory  and  felicity  pro- 
portioned to  the  rich  and  extenfive  benefits 
that  flow  from  them  to  mankind. 

But  in  your  concern  to  fulfil  your  duty 
as  chrillians,  and  to  fecure  the  favour  of 
God  vour  malver,  remember  that  religion 
muft  enter  into  the  inmoft  receffes,  and  re- 
gulate the  deepeft  fprings  of  the  heart.  It 
is  not  fufficient  that  the  external  conduct  be 
iTiodified  and  formed  even  upon  the  moft 
decent  pattern  of  human  virtue.    The  ex- 
terior may  be  irreproachable  while  the  prin- 
ciples and  the  heart  are  impure. — If  you 
would  be  vrorthy  difcipies  of  your  Mafier 
who  is  in  Heaven,  you  invjl  be  born  again, 
— enlightened  and  fanclified  by  the  fpirit  of 
divine  truth — and  united  by  a  vital  faith 
to  the  Redeemer  who  is  the  advocate 
and  head  of  all  his  people.     Believe  it, 
and  lay  it  to  heart,  there  is  no  name  under 
Heaven  given  among  men  v:herehy  ice  can  be 
Javcd  but  the  name  of  Jcfns  Chrifl  alone,  A 
life  of  hnccre  piety  is  a  life  of  conftant  vi- 
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gilance  and  labour  in  order  to  faljil  all  rig/i- 
teou/nefs,  and  io  pcifett  holinefs  in  the  fear  of 
God. — Look  forward  then,  my  young  friends, 
to  the  fcene  that  is  before  you  both  for  time, 
and  for  eternity.    Enter  upon  it  with  firm 
and  ardent  refolutions  to  fulfil  its  great  and 
intereliing  duties.     Let  no  labour  deter 
you — let  no  watchfulnefs  or  perfeverance  » 
fatigue  you.    But  acl  up  to  the  high  cha- 
rafter  at  which  you  aim  of  the  fons  of  God, 
and  the  heirs  of  eternal  life. — Ellimate  the 
immenfe  worth  of  the  foul — contemplate 
the   infinite  importance  of  eternity — lay 
to  heart  the  hafty  flight  of  .thcfe  rapid  mo- 
ments  that  are  bearing  us  on  their  winirs  to 
an  everlafling  flate.    In  a  frxcrt  time  all  the 
duties  of  life  Thall  be  ended — all  the  honors 
of  the  world  fUall  ha\'e  paiTed  away — all 
that  occupies  your  cares  andaffefticns  here, 
together  with  yourfelves  lhall  be  buried  in 
that  awful  and  oblivious  gulph  that  has  al- 
ready fwallowedup  fo  many  generations  of 
the  filent  and  forgotten  dead.  Nothing 
will  remain  but  that  immortal  fubflancc 
that  can  never  be  extinguilh.ed,  and  the  me- 
mory of  your  aftions  that  fliall  follow  you 
to  the  tribunal  of  God,  and  to  your  eternal 
defliny. — Live    under  the  imprelFion  of 
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truths  fo  folemn  and  afFefting  ;  and  let  all 
the  powers  of  your  nature  be  engaged  in 
the  arduous  work  of  your  falvation. 

We  now  prefs  upon  the  moment  that  dif- 
folves  the  interefting  relation  that  has  fo  long 
connefted  us.  Speaking  to  you  for  the  lait 
time  as  your  inftruftor,  it  is  my  befl:,  and 
moft  earnefl:  advice,  and  if  tff^y  were  the 
iaft  words  I  fhould  ever  pronounce,  I  could 
only  utter  them  wdth  the  greater  fervency, 
fear  God  and  keep  his  commandments, for  this 
is  the  whole  of  man.  Soon  death  fhall  fore- 
ver flop  my  tongue  and  clofe  your  ears,  and 
then  lhall  we  both  difcern,  in  infinitely 
ftronger  lights,  their  unfpeakable  impor- 
tance.— Go,  beloved  youth !  to  your  feve- 
ral  deftinations  in  life.  May  the  God  of 
your  fathers  proteft  and  guide  you  !  My 
wifhes,  my  prayers,  and  my  hopes  fhall  fol- 
low you.  In  hearing  of  your  future  virtues 
and  iiiccefs,  I  {hall  partake  of  the  tender  and 
lively  joy  of  your  own  parents.  But  Oh  ! 
with  pleafures  unknown,  and  w^orthy  only 
of  eternity,  fhall  I  hear  from  the  lips  of  your 
final  judge  this  bleffed  and  merciful  decree 
if  he  fhall  pronounce  it  on  your  diligence 
and  fidelity  in  all  the  duties  of  life — well 
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done,  good  and  faithful  fcrvants  !  enter  ye 
into  the  joys  of  your  Lord!" 

To  that  bleffed  end,  Ahnighty  God  !  in 
thine  infinite  mercy,  bring  us  all,  for  the 
fake  of  Jefus  Chrifl:  our  Lord  ! 

AMEN ! 


L    ^74  ]. 


DISCOURSE  VIL 


THE  lord's   supper   A  MEMORIAL 
OF  CHRIST. 


I  COR.   XI.  24. 

Do  this  in  remembrance  of  me. 

NATIONS  have  endeavoured  to  per- 
petuate the  memory  of  great  events, 
cr  of  illuftrious  benefaftors,  and  individu- 
als to  renew  the  recollection  of  beloved 
friends,  or  of  interefling  fcenes  by  feltivals, 
by  monuments,  and  by  tender  memorials. 
In  conformity  with  culloms  fo  natural,  and 
that  have  been  ellablifned  among  mankind 
from  the  beginning  of  tim.e,  it  hath  pleafed 
God,  in  the  various  periods  of  his  church, 
to  record  fignal  events  of  his  providence, 
or  peculiar  difpenfations  of  his  grace  by 
fimilar  monuments  and  inPtitutions.  His 
gracious  covenant  with  Abraham  was  per- 
petuated by  a  feal  imprelfed  upon  all  his 
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offspring.  And  the  deliverance  of  his  peo- 
ple from  the  bondage  of  Egypt  was  cele- 
brated by  a  feftival  that  revived  the  memo- 
ry of  this  illuftrious  miracle  throughout 
every  age.  The  chriftian  church  hath, 
likewife,  its  rites,  its  feafts,  and  its  feals. — 
Baptifm  hath  fucceeded  to  circumcifion  a^ 
a  vifible  feal  of  the  covenant  of  grace,  and 
like  that,  confifts  of  an  emblem  of  the  pu- 
rity of  heart  that  becomes  the  difciples  of 
Chrifl:.  The  Lord's  fupper,  which  we  are 
convened,  to  celebrate,  contains  the  memo- 
rial of  a  much  hidier  falvation  than  that  of 
Ifrael  from  Egyptian  thraldom.  It  is  a  fef- 
tival that  exhibits  in  fignilicant  emblems, 
Vvhatever  religion  contains  moft  facred  in 
its  own  nature,  and  moft  intereftingto  man- 
kind. Our  bleffed  Lord,  the  night  on  which 
he  was  betrayed,  inllituted  his  holy  fupper 
to  be  a  perpetual  rite  in  his  church,  that, 
by  the  prefence  of  fuch  lively  fymbols,  he 
might  recall  to  the  memory  of  his  faithful 
dilciples  his  love,  and  his  fufferings  for  them 
— Do  this,  faid  he,  in  remembrance  of 
me. 

The  bread,  and  the  wine  employed  in 
this  feaft  are  exprelhve  images  of  the  great 
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objefls  it  is  defigned  to  reprefent.  As  the 
bread  corn  is  ground  beneath  the  v/eight  of 
the  millPuOne,  (b  zcas  he  wounded  for  our  traiif- 
grejjioiu,  and  hrinjcd for  our  iniquities.  As 
the  \vine  is  preiled  from  the  broken  grape, 
fo  hath  he  been  caft  into  the  wine-prefs  of 
divine  juftice,  and  broken  for  our  fins. 

OurblefTed  Lord,  on  that  night  that  pre- 
ceded the  confummation  of  his  great  facri- 
fice  on  the  crofs,  chcfe  thefe  emblems,  and 
appointed  them  to  be  ufed  as  perpetual  me- 
morials of  his  fufferings."^ — How  interefting 
was  that  fcene !  How  tender  was  that  mo- 
ment, when  he  met  the  little,  and  affeftion- 
ate  family  of  his  difciples  for  the  laft  time  ! 
Endeared  to  them  by  his  labours,  by  his 
dangers,  and  by  the  inefiable  fweetnefs  of 
his  manners — by  the  fublime  and  confolato- 
ry  doftrines  of  which  he  had  made  them 
the  depofitaries — by  his  diftinguilhing  love 
in  feleciing  them  to  be  ever  near  his  perfon 
that  they  m.ight  be  the  fubjefts  of  his  divine 

*  The  bread  and  the  Avine  in  this  ordinance  may  be  con- 
fidered  as  emblems,  llkewile,  of  the  ftrength,  nouriOiment, 
and  conlbUtion  to  be  derived  from  it  by  a  fmcere  difciple  of 
Chrlft.  But  thefe  views  of  them  are  not  immediately  con- 
ne»5led  with  tlic  prefcnt  fubjcfl. 


a  Memorial  of  CImJl, 


177 


communication^?,  and  the  heralds  of  his 
grace  to  mankind— himfelf  now  hunted 
down  by  that  world  which  he  came  to  fave 
— encompafFed  by  mahgnant  enemies  thirft- 
ing  for  his  blood — furrounded  by  profpcfts 
as  gloomy  as  the  fliades  of  that  dreadful 
night,  under  the  cover  of  which  they  were 
convened — juft  preparing  for  a  cruel  death, 
and  about  to  be  feparated  from  his  difcon- 
folate  followers,  he  took  with  them  his  lart 
fupper. — Here  every  idea  that  could  excite 
an  arfeftionate  remembrance  of  him,  would 
rufh  upon  their  minds,  and  awaken  in  them 
the  warmeft  and  the  tendereft  emotions 
to'vv'ards  their  divine  Mailer  while  he  was 
celebrating  v/ith  them  the  myitery  of  his 
own  death.  And,  that  the  fcene  might  not 
be  effaced  from  their  hearts  by  the  pov/er 
of  time,  which  impairs  every  impreffion,  he 
gave  them  thefe  precious  memorials  that 
they  might  continually  repeat,  after  his 
deceafe,  a  tranfadion  fo  full  of  holy  en- 
dearment and  tendernefs. 

On  fuch  an  occadon  they  would  natu- 
rally call  to  mind  his perjbncd qualzlzes  which 
Vv'ere  the  foundations  of  their  efteem — the 
innmi^eidhltprofsqfhis  love  of  which  they 
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had  been  both  the  witnefies  and  the  objefts 
—  and,  laftly,  the  facred  relations  that  con- 
nefted  him  with  them— Such  are  the  ends 
intended  to  be  anfwered  by  tokens  given  to 
recall  the  memory  of  deceafed  or  abfent 
friends.  By  reviewing  each  of  thefe  topics 
we  may  illuftrate  the  import  of  this  ordi- 
nance confidered  as  a  memorial  of  Chrift. 

I.  In  the  firft  place,  it  ferves  to  call  to 
niind  his  glorious  charafter  and  perfeftions 
as  our  Redeemer.  For,  although  its  prin- 
cipal intention  is  to  be  a  memorial  of  his 
fufferings,  yet  we  take  a  deeper  intereft  in 
the  pains  which  he  endured  w^hen  we  re- 
member the  perfeftion  and  glory  of  his 
charafter ;  and  our  fympathy,  on  fuch  an  oc- 
cafion,  naturally  inclines  us  to  recollefl  all 
thofe  excellent  and  divine  qualities  the  re- 
membrance of  which  will  ferve  the  more 
deeply  to  touch  the  heart  with  his  unparal- 
led  affliftion. 

Let  us  then  furvey  this  aftonifliing  viclim 
in  his  human,  and  his  divine  nature — ideas 
which  comprife  the  whole  of  what  we  (hall 
fay  on  this  fubjcfl;. 
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As  a  man  he  zvas  the  chief  among  ten  thou- 
fand  and  altogether  lovely.  His  benevolence 
was '  limited  by  no  bounds — he  zvent  about 
doing  good.  His  employment  and  delight 
were  to  relieve  the  poor,  to  comfort  the , , 
diftreffed,  to  inRrutl  the  ignorant,  to  fave 
the  perifliing.  By  this  amiable  charafler 
was  he  peculiarly  endeared  to  his  difciples 
as  the  kindeft  of  mafters^  and  the  moft  affec- 
tionate of  friends — as  their  guide  in  every 
doubt,  their  fupport  in  every  trial,  the  objeft 
of  their  confidence,  and  the  fource  of  all  their 
confolations  and  their  hopes.  The  moft 
meek  of  men,  he  bore  the  contumely  and 
violence  of  the  Jews  with  that  equanimity 
and  fweetnefs  of  temper  which  exhibited 
the  human  charatler  in  the  moft  amiable 
and  interefting  light.  Equally  confpicuous^ 
for  a  prudence  that  never  courted  danger, 
and  a  magnanimity  that  never  feared  it,  we 
find  him  always  refigned  to  the  will  of  God, 
and  manifefting,  in  the  fevereft  trials,  the 
moft  unruffled  tranquility,  and  the  moft 
fublime  patience. 

Thefe  charafters  of  our  bleffed  Lord  are 
called  to  m.ind  in  this  ordinance,  not  only 
as  an  example  for  our  imitation,  but  as. 
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forming  the  nnoft  perfeft  and  interefting 
obje6l  of  our  triift.  The  virtues  of  the  man 
being  more  within  the  comprehenfion  of 
the  mind  than  the  infinite  perieftidns  of  the 
Deity,  which  often  aftonifh  and  confound  it, 
they  offer  a  more  definite  ground  of  confi- 
dence in  the  divine  promiie  to  the  humble 
and  penitent  behever,  and  one  that  com.es 
more  home  to  the  human  heart.  "  Let  us 
thereiore,  faiih  the  apoftle,  come  boldly  to 
the  throne  of  grace,  that  we  may  obtain 
mercy,  and  find  grace  to  help  us  in  time  of 
need :  for,  we  have  not  an  high-prieft  who 
cannot  be  touched  with  a  feeling  of  our 
infirmities  ;  for  he  was,  in  all  points,  tempt- 
ed like  as  wx  are,  yet  without  fin." 

Another  confideration  of  the  higheft  mo- 
ment is  his  divine  nature.  "  In  him  dwelt 
all  the  fullnefs  of  the  God-head  bodily/' 
This  fublime  view  of  the  perfon  and  char- 
aBer  of  the  fuffering  Redeemer  fhould  ne- 
ver be  overlooked  by  his  difciples  in  con- 
templating the  fcenes  of  his  death.  It  is 
this  that  invefts  him  w^ith  the  higheft  glory, 
that  reprefents  in  the  moft  aftonifhing  light, 
the  condefcenfions  of  his  love,  and  our  in- 
finite obligations  to  his  mercy,  that  renders 


a  Memorial  of  Clmfi. 


him,  at  once,  the  objeft  of  our  vvorfiiip  and 
ourtruft, — and  it  is  this  that  impieifes  up- 
on all  that  he  has  fuffered  in  our  room  us 
propitiatory  and  faving  efficacy.  It  is  the 
true,  and  the  only  foundation  of  our  hope, 
for  eternal  life.  In  this  holy  tranfatlion, 
my  brethren,  you  contemplate  our  blelled 
Lord  both  as  God,  and  as  man.  Eehold 
in  him,  therefore,  the  mof!:  perfeft  of  the 
fons  of  men,  and  the  only  begotten  Jon  of  God! 
Behold  in  him  the  nloft  inierefting  and 
lovely  of  human  virtues,  and  adore  the  di-  , 
vine  luflre  that  is  Ihed  upon  them  by  the 
glories  of  the  Deity  that  dwelt  in  the  midil 
of  them  !  Behold  a  high  prieil  who  fympa- 
thizes  with  our  infirmities  by  partaking  of 
the  fame  nature !  Behold  a  God  v/ho  has 
all  power  to  fave  ! 

II.  This  feftival  is  a  memorial,  in  the 
next  place,  of  the  love  of  the  Redeemer, 
and  of  its  moft  affefting  exprelTions  to  the 
world.  His  whole  life  was  one  continued 
proof  and  illullration  of  that  infinite  love 
which,  from  eternity,  had  conceived  and 
prepared  the  vv  hole  fyllem  of  grace.  To 
reprefeht  it  truly  v^ould  require  the  Ian- 


i82  The  Lord's  Supper 


guage  of  heaven.  A  few  only  of  the  faint- 
ell  outlines  1  can  attempt  to  trace. 

In  order  to  convey  even  a  feeble  image 
of  the  truth  we  fliould  be  able  to  compare 
the  glory  which  he  had  with  his  father  be- 
fore the  world  was,  with  the  degraded  and 
fullering  condition  to  which  he  fubmitted 
for  our  fakes.  He,  who  thought  it  no 
robbery  to  be  equal  with  God,  made  him- 
fclf  of  no  reputation,  and,  being  found  in 
falliion  as  a  man,  he  humbled  himfelf  unto 
death,  even  the  death  of  the  crofs."  Infi- 
nite condefcenfion  !  Adorable  grace  !  None 
but  God  would  have  dared  to  conceive  the 
thought — nothing  but  omnipotent  love 
could  have  executed  the  plans  of  celeflial 
mercy — the  eternal  fon  of  the  highelt  be- 
came an  infant  of  days!  The  object  of  the 
worfliip  of  Heaven  herded  in  a  Hall  with 
bcafts !  He  who  held  the  throne  of  the  uni- 
verfe  had  not  where  to  lay  his  head  !  The 
king  of  angels  and  of  men  expired  like  a 
Have  !  And,  for  whom  were  all  thefe  afton- 
iShing  facrifices  ?  For  worms  of  the  dull, 
placed,  by  nature,  at  an  infinite  diflance 
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from  the  throne  of  his  glory,  who  might 
have  been  blotted  out  of  the  univerfe  with- 
out notice !  For  finners  who  had  turned  in- 
to rebellion  againft  their  maker  the  powers 
which  he  had  given  them.  "  God  com- 
mendeih  his  love  to  us  in  that,  while  we 
were  yet  finners,  Chrift  died  for  us."*  Oh  ! 
"  the  heighth,  and  the  depth,  the  length, 
and  the  breadth  of  the  love  of  Chrift  that 
palfeth  knowledge  !"+  Of  this  great  and  in- 
terefting  fubjeft,  afincere  penitent  will  en- 
tertain the  moft  affetting  views  who  is  pro- 
foundly penetrated  with  the  fentiment  of 
bis  ownunworthinefs.  Humility  exalts  the 
redeemer's  grace — turn,  then,  your  medita- 
tions, in  the  fame  moment,  on  your  own 
fins,  and  on  the  riches  of  redeeming  mercy. 
Let  the  waters  of  repentance  and  of  love  flow 
together.  United  they  form  the  moft  pre- 
cious ftream — they  fill  the  foul  of  the  believ- 
ing communicant  with  the  moft  tender  and 
fincere  joys. 

This  feftival  was  defigned  principally  to 
•commemorate  his  fuffermgs  in  that  laft  ad 

*  Rom.  V.  8. 
f  Eph.  iii.  18. 
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of  his  love  upon  earth  when  he  poured  out 
hisjoul  an  ojfering  forfin.  While  he  is  in- 
ftituting  this  ordinance,  and,  v/ith  his  belov- 
ed difciples,  celebrating  it  for  the  firft  time, 
he  prefents  to  our  vievv  an  affefling  fpefta- 
cle.  Placed  at  the  head  of  his  own  table  as 
a  viftim  ready  to  be  offered  up — cafting  his 
view  forward  to  that  dreadful  fcene  through 
which  he  M^as  about  to  oafs — embracing  with 
ardent  alf eft  ion  his  afflicied^llowers  whom 
he  was  jud  going  to  leave — and  extending, 
at  that  awful  moment,  his  cares  to  all  the 
future  periods  of  his  church,  he  delivered 
thofe  fymbols  as  a  perpetual  memorial  of 
his  love,  and  laid,  do  this  in  remembrance  of 
mc,  Bleffed  Jeius  !  who  can  forget  thee  ? 
Remember  thee  ! — Yes,  w^iile  memory  re- 
tains her  powers — w^iile  the  heart  can  beat 
with  fenfibility  or  gratitude — or  we  have 
underftandins:  left  to  diRinrailh  our  chief 
good. 

Follow  him  with  a  believing  eye  through 
all  the  different  fcenes  of  his  affliftion — fee 
him  in  the  bigoited  and  difdainful  hall  of 
the  high-prieil  loaded  with  contumely  ! 
See  him  at  the  unrighteous  tribunal  of  Pi- 
late expofed  to  the  feoffs  and  indignities  of 
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a  furious  populace,  and,  at  laft,  delivered  to 
the  barbarity  of  a  cruel  executioner  ! — See 
hitn  labouring  up  the  hill  of  Calvary,  and 
fainting  under  the  weight  of  that  crofs  on 
which  he  was  juft  about  to  be  extended  ! 
— See  his  death  aggravated  by  inhumanity 
and  torture,  and  by  all  the  ihame  that  at- 
tends the  laft  moments  of  the  moft  abandon- 
ed malefaSor!  Admire  that  wonderful 
and  divine  patience  whicli,  throughout  the 
whole  feries  of  thefe  awful  tranfaftions,  he 
manifefted  under  the  hands  of  his  betrayers 
and  murderers,  at  the  fame  time  that  his 
power  could  have  crufhed  them  to  pieces. 
When  he  was  reviled,  he  reviled  not  again — As 
a  lamb  he  was  led  to  the  Jlaughter,  and  as  a, 
Jlieep  before  her  fiearers  is  dumb  fo  he  opened 
not  his  mouth. 

Then  was  it  their  hour,  a.nd  the  power  of 
darknejs.  His  beloved  diiciples,  difmayed 
by  the  terrors  of  his  fate,  forfook  him  and 
fied.  Infulted  and  beaten,  derided  and 
fcoff'ed,  his  head  was  torn  by  thorns  that 
crowned  him  in  cruel  mockery,  and  his  bo- 
dy by  the  direful  fcourge  that  lacerated  all 
his  fiefli.  When  indignity  v/as  exhaufled 
on  his  facred  perfon,  they  drag  him  like  a 
A  a 
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felon  to  the  accurfed  tree.  Transfixed  with 
nails,  and  pierced  with  the  impious  and 
vengeful  fpear,  he  hung  an  agonizing  vic- 
tim on  that  dreadful  altar.  Liften  to  the 
fpirit  of  prophecy  that  in  vifion  defcribes 
his  fufferings — "  I  ain  poured  out  like  wa- 
ter, and  all  my  bones  are  out  of  joint :  my 
heart  is  like  wax  ;  it  is  melted  in  the  midli 
of  my  bowels."*  "  Many  were  aftonifhed 
at  thee.  His  viffage  was  fo  marred  more 
than  any  man,  and  his  form  m.ore  than  the 
fons  of  men."t  "  Surely  he  hath  borne 
our  griefs,  and  carried  our  forrbws  ;  yet" 
fo  dreadful  and  uncommon  was  his  fate, 
that  V,  e  could  not  re^rard  it  as  the  effe£l 
merely  of  the  injuftice  and  cruelty  of  vian, 
"  we  did  efteem '  him  ftricken,  fmitten  of 
God,  and  affliaed.";]: 

What  was  vifible  in  his  fufferings  was 
infinitely  the  fmallef}.  part.  The  anguifh  of 
dying  in  him  arofe,  not  from  mangled 
limbs  and  tortured  nerves,  but  from  the 
fenfe  of  the  holy  indignation  of  God  againfl 
fin.  Although  fm  was  only  imputed  to  him, 

*  Pfalm  xxii.  14, 
■j"  If;iiah  lii.  14. 
X  Ifaiah  liii,  5, 
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the  puniiliment  was  real ;  for  "  the  Lord 
laid  Oil  him  the  iniquity  of  us  alL"*  He 
felt  not,  indeed,  thofe  remorfeful  horrors 
that  agitate  and  convulfe  the  eonfeience  of 
perilhing  guilt ;  but  the  fires  of  divine  juf- 
tice,  entering  into  his  holy  foul  like  a  facri- 
ficing  flame,  confumed  it  as  a  wiiole  burnt 
offering  for  our  tranfgrelfions.  The  fury  of 
his  infulting  enemies,  the  cruelty  and  inge- 
nuity of  torture  he  could  have  borne  with 
ferene  and  unfhaken  conPcancy.  But  aban- 
doned, at  the  period  of  his  greateft  dillrefs, 
by  the  confolations  of  his  Father's  love,  and 
made  to  drink  the  fearful  cup  of  our  ini- 
quities, he  was  overwhelmed,  he  was  utter- 
ly exhaufted,  and  feeming,  for  one  terrible 
inftant,  to  be  finking  in  defpair,  he  cried 
out  My  God !  My  God !  why  hafl  thou 
forfaken  me  !"f  This  dreadful  cry  v/as  the 
confumm^ftton  of  his  fufferings — the  facri- 
fice  was  now  offered — -juftice  had  exa6ted 
s  claims — the  purchale  of  our  falvatioii 
was  completed — he  bowed  his  head"  and: 
faid  "  it  is  fininied.";];  Aftonifhing,  and  al- 
niofl  incredible  efibrts  of  divine  love!  la 
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the  moment  in  which  he  was  about  to  en- 
gage in  its  tremendous  conflicts  he  infti- 
tutedthis  holy  fcftival.to  call  to  the  recol- 
leftion  of  his  faithful  difciples,  to  the  molt 
diilant  ages, his  fufferings,  his  facrifices,  and 
the  zeal  for  their  falvation  that  confumed 
liim.  Believers  !  can  you  review  this  fcene, 
at  once  fo  awful,  and  fo  tender^  without  a 
thoufand  folemn  and  interefting  recoltec- 
tions  ?  Do  you  not  feel  your  bofoms  agi- 
tated v;ith  all  the  holy  tumults  of  piety 
while  you  call  to  remembrance  the  afflic- 
tion of  thefe  lafl:  moments — the  tender  com- 
palTion  with  which  he  looked  upon  his  lit- 
tle and  affeclionate  family  whom  he  was 
about  to  leave — the  fearful  array  of  death 
wuth  which  he  w^as  encompaffed — the  ago- 
nies of  the  crofs — and,  w4iat  the  Son  of 
God  alone  could  endure,  the  fufpenfion  of 
his  Father's  prefence,  and  the  j^tive  fires 
of  his  wrath  againftfin,  which  drank  up  the 
foul  of  this  divine  viftim !  Do  this  m  re- 
vievibrance  of  me  ! 

Thefe  memorials  of  our  blefled  Lord 
ferve  to  call  to  our  remembrance  not  only 
his  glorious  charader  as  the  Mefiiah;  the  Sa- 
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viour  of  the  world — and  the  inen  imable  tef- 
timonies  cf  his  love  to  mankind — but 

III.  In  the  third  place,  the  important  re- 
lations which  he  fuilains  to  us,  and  the  ho- 
ly ties  that  confequently  conneft  us  with 
him. 

It  would  be  impoffible,  in  the  fliort  time 
that  remains  to  us,  even  flightly  to  notice  all 
the  relations  of  Chrift  to  his  people  which 
this  ordinance  may  ferve  either  direftly,  or 
remotely  to  bring  to  view.  I  ihall  dwell 
for  a  moment  only  on  two — that  of  our 
teacher^  and  that  of  our  Saviour.  Ke  was 
juft  clofing  a  fublime  miniilry  by  Vv'hich  he 
had  ellablifhed  a  new  difpenfation  of  grace, 
and  a  more  perfe6t  law  of  holinefs  among 
men — and  he  was  now  about  to  offer  that 
glorioimCacrifice  that  confummat^d  the  fal- 
vation  of  the  world. 

To  form  a  juft  efliimate  of  the  high  rela- 
tion of  Chrift  to  his  church  as  its  teacher, 
the  divine  fountain  of  light  and  truth,  we 
fliould  confider  the  profound  darknefs  that 
eovered  the  earth  before  his  appearance. — 
What  groveling  and  fantaftical  idolatry — 
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v/hat  fenfelefs  fuperfliiion — ^^vhat  ignorance 
of  the  true  God,  and  of  all  the  duties  which 
man  owes  to  his  creator — what  fenfuality, 
what  proftitutions  difgraced  even  their  reli- 
gious worfliip — what  multiplied  crimes  pol- 
luted the  nations  !  The  traditions  of  the 
primitive  religion  had  been  loft  in  the  errors 
of  acres — the  liorhts  of  nature  were  exiin- 
guifced  in  the  general  corruption  of  man- 
kind— the  hope  of  a  future  exifience  was 
well  nigh  obliterated  from  the  human  mind 
— the  philofophers  rejefted  it  as  a  pious  vi- 
fion,  and,  in  the  popular  religion,  the  doc- 
trine w^as  fo  difguifed  by  fiftion  that  it  wore 
the  appearance  of  idle  legend  and  romance. 
The  difciples,  who  had  paffed  the  early  part 
of  their  life  during  that  dark  period  before 
the  fun  of  righteoufnefs  arofe  upon  the 
world,  muft  have  liftened  with  uncommoa 
admiration  and  delight  to  a  teacher  Jmt from 
God,  who  brought  life  and  immortality  to  light ^ 
and  taught  them  a  fyftern  of  duty  unknown 
to  the  reft  of  the  world,  and  at  once  fo  ra- 
tional, and  fo  fublime.  The  moft  fervent 
fentiments  of  duty  muft  have  attached  them 
to  this  great  mafter  in  Ifrael  who  difpelled 
the  fhades  of  error  and  ignorance  that  had 
covered  them,  and  fned  the  celeftial  light  of 
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truth  into  their  hearts.  When  they  faw  this 
heavenly  fun  about  to  fet,  and,  in  their  ap- 
prehenfions,  going  to  be  quenched  in  per- 
petual night,  a  profound  grief  fettled  upon 
their  minds.  From  fuch  a  teacher,  and 
fuch  a  friend  they  could  not  part  without 
the  deepeft,  and  the  tendered  regrets.  And 
whenever  they  renewed  the  memorials  of 
fo  dear  a  mafter,  they  would  recall,  with 
gratitude,  and  delight,  the  charms  of  his  di- 
vine lelTons  to  which  they  had  fo  often  lif- 
tened  with  admiration. 

But  further,  in  ellimating  this  relation  of 
Chrift  as  our  teacher,  let  us  confider  not  on- 
ly the  errors  of  paganifm  which  he  chafed 
from  the  world,  but  the  elTential  weaknefs 
and  blindnefs  of  the  human  mind  with  re- 
gard to  thofe  dotlrines,  infinitely  more  im- 
portant and  interefting  than  all  others  to 
mankind,  that  contain  the  knowledge  of 
God,  of  a  Saviour,  of  an  immortal  exiftence, 
and  of  the  eternal  deftinies  of  the  righteous, 
and  the  wicked.  On  thefe  fubjefts  feeble 
and  blind  indeed  is  the  reafon  of  man  when 
not  enlightened  from  above.  All  his  wif- 
dom  is  folly  ;  and  he  can  only  lofe  himfelf 
in  Vv  ild  conjeQure,  and  anxious  uncertain- 
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ty.  How  gloomy  and  difconfolate  would 
life  be  if  we  had  no  certain  knowledge,  de- 
rived from  the  father  of  lights,  of  our  origin, 
our  duties,  and  our  deftination !  Jefus,  by- 
opening  Heaven  to  our  view,  and  pointing 
oat  the  way  of  falvation,  hath  fhed  on  our 
condition  in  this  world  its  richeft  confola- 
tions .  If  we  are  truly  fenfible  of  the  natu- 
ral infirmity  of  the  human  mind,  and  the 
manifold  errors  to  which  it  is  prone,  we  will 
recognize  with  joy  the  day j'pring  from  on 
high  that  hath  vifited  us,  to  give  light  to  them 
that  Jit  in  darknejs  and  the  Jliadow  of  death,  to 
guide  our  feet  into  the  way  of  peace In 
commemorating,  therefore,  this  laft  aft  of 
the  miniftry  of  Chriil  upon  earth,  we  will 
thankfully  remember  him  who  hath  reveal- 
ed to  us  the  only  living  and  true  God,  un- 
known to  the  Gentile  nations — who  hath 
enlightened  before  us  the  valley  of  the  fha- 
dow  of  death,  that  land  of  darknefs  and  of 
horrors  to  the  guilty,  and  hath  brought  in- 
timately home  to  the  bofoms  of  his  people 
the  affured  hopes  of  everlafting  life.  Oh  ! 
bleffed  teacher  !  how  little  does  the  arro- 
gance of  hum.an  reafon,  or  the  thouglitleff- 
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nefs  of  human  folly  underftand  the  infinite 
obligations  which  we  owe  to  thee !  O  light 
of  the  world !  fliine  into  our  hearts !  open 
them  to  receive  the  precious,  the  confol- 
ing  rays  of  divine  truth !  We  remember, 
we  adore  thee  who,  feeming  to  be  extin- 
gui  hed  forever  in  the  darknefs  of  thy  laft 
hoar,  didil  only  veil  thy  glory  for  a  mo- 
ment in  order  to  lift  it  again  upon  the  world 
with  greater  Iplendor ! 

This  ordinance  ferves,  in  the  laft  place, 
to  call  to  the  remembrance  of  the  fincere 
communicant  the  moft  precious  relation 
which  he  fuliains  to  us  of  our  Saviour.  For 
this  end  come  he  into  the  world,  and  for 
this  end  did  he  fubmit  to  fuller,  that  he 
might  fave  his  people  from  their  Jins,  He  is 
cur  Mediator,  our  Advocate  with  the  Fa- 
ther, and  the  atonement  for  our  tranfgref- 
fions.  He  holds  in  his  hands  the  gifts  of 
the  holy-fpirit,  and  the  rewards  of  eternal 
life.  How  precious  to  a  foul  confcious  of 
her  impurity,  and  lamenting  her  diftance 
from  God,  is  a  divine  intercefibr  to  lead 
her  to  his  eternal  throne,  and  to  cover  her 
imperfeclions  before  the  prefence  of  his 
holinefs !    With  what  tranfports  of  grati- 
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ttide  will  Pne  look  up  from  the  brink  of 
d-fpair,  to  which  fhe  had  been  urged  by 
her  crimes,  to  her  blelTed  Redeemer  who 
has  all  power  in  Heaven  and  on  earth  to 
fave,  and  whofe  almighty  merits  have  open- 
ed to  her  the  gates  of  everlafting  peace  ! — 
In  thefe  interefting  relations  does  Jefus  ap- 
pear at  the  head  of  his  own  table  celebrat- 
ing the  myftery  of  his  own  death.  Believers ! 
in  thefe  emblems  behold  your  Saviour ! 
The  united  views  of  repentance  and  of 
faith,  of  contrition  and  of  hope  will  give 
an  unfpeakable  value  to  the  memorials  of 
our  redem^ption.    To  Chriil  you  owe  all. 
In  vain  are  altars  and  vi6iims,  thoufands  of 
rams,  and  ten  thoufands  of  rivers  of  oil  to  pur- 
chafe  heaven — in  vain  the  tears  and  anguifn  of 
the  perifhing  fmner  to  obtain  forgivenefs — 
in  vain  are  all  the  vj-vks  of  righteoufnefs 
zvhich  zee  have  done  to  juftify  us  before  God. 
— His  death  is  the  perfecl,  the  meritorious, 
the  only  facriiice  ibr  fin,  and  the  only  title 
to  falvation.    How  dear  to  you,  then,  will 
be  thefe  fymbols  and  pledges  of  redeeming 
mercy  that  recall  to  your  memory,  by  the 
liveliefl:  figures,  a  relation  fo  precious  and 
important. 
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CoiP.e  then,  my  beloved  brethren,  difci- 
pies  of  fo  dear,  and  fo  glorious  a  mafter, 
obey  his  laii  command,  iulfil  his  dying  re- 
queft.  Can  you,  indeed,  require  the  force  or 
a  command,  or  the  authority  of  a  rcquePc, 
to  urge  you  to  the  difcharge  of  a  delightful 
dutyp  Will  you  not  prels  to  your  lips, 
and  to  your  hearts  the  precious  memorials 
of  your  heavenly  friend  ?  While  you  moif- 
t'en  them  with  a  tender  grief  for  the  unut- 
terable affliciions  by  v/hich  his  love  was 
perfefted,"^  will  you  not  Ihed  over  them  the 
tears  of  your  gratitude  for  the  ineftimabie 
bleffings  of  which  at  that  moment,  he  made 
you  the  heirs  ?  Meditate  on  his  amiable 
character,  and  his  divine,  perfections — with 
a  melancholy  pleaiYire  retrace  the  unparal- 
lelledfcenes  of  his  lallhour — indulge  a  holy 
and  a  lav/ful  trairfport  while  you  dwell  on 
the  ineffable  proofs  of  his  love,  and  liflen 
again  to  the  lelfons  of  heavenly  wifdom  that 
flow  from  his  lips. 

This  holy  table  is  likewife  an  altar  on 
which  you  offer  your  fervent  vows  to  your 
rifen  and  triumphant  Redeemer  who  is  now 
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afcended  far  above  all  principalities  and  poxjc- 
ers,  and  every  name  that  is  named  in  Heaven 
and  on  earth,  to  hold  for  you  the  glorious 
inheritance  v/hich  he  purchaH  d  with  his 
blood. — Over  thefe  precious  memorials,  and 
with  hearts  glowing  with  the  fentiments  of 
duty  and  of  zeal,  you  are  called  to  profefs 
eternal  fidelity  to  him  who  hath  Loved  us  to 
the  death,  and  who  now  and  ever  liveth  to 
make  intercejjion for  us.  Powerful  is  the  au- 
thority of  God  which  commands  our  obe- 
dience, but  infinitely  more  powerful  are  the 
voluntary  chains  of  love  that  hold  us  in  his 
fervice.  The  love  of  Chrifi  conftraineth  us, 
becaufe  we  thus  judge  that,  if  one  died  J  or  all 
then  zvere  all  dead,  and  that  he  died  jor  ail  that 
they  -who  live  JJiould  not  henceforth  live  to 
thenif elves  hut  to  him  who  died jor  them,  and 
who  rofe  again.  Sweet  are  its  conitraints  ; 
and  from  their  fweetnefs  ariles  their  lorce. 
Entering  into  the  inmoft  principles  of  the 
mind,  and  mingling,  as  it  were,  with  all  its 
effence,  they  form  a  tie  eternal  as  our  be- 
ing, and  indiflbluble  but  with  the  foul  itfelf. 
Approach  this  holy  facrifice,  thereiore,  to 
rekindle  at  it  the  lacred  fervours  of  divine 
love — to  ofl^er  your  pure  vows  to  Heaven 
on  the  fame  altar  on  which  the  Son  of  God 
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expired — and  to  confirm  your  refolutions 
of  duty  over  the  precious  memorials  of  his 
death. 

Finally,  my  brethren,  eftimate  your  fin- 
cerity  in  this  holy  duty,  by  the  growing 
fruits  of  righteoulnefs  in  your  future  life. 
Confecrate  to  the  fervice  of  your  Creator 
and  Redeemer,  all  the  powers  of  your  hearts. 
And  remember,  that  the  memorials  of  your 
Saviour's  love  are  like  wife  fymbols  of  that 
fraternal  love  that  (hould  exift  among  all 
chriftians.  As  you  partake  oj  one  bread  and 
drink  of  one  cup,  fo  are  you  conne6led  to- 
gether by  the  moft  intimate  unions.  See, 
therefore,  that  ye  love  one  another  zoith  pure 
hearts fervently.  Let  no  injuftice,  felfilhnefs, 
pride,  or  envy,  pollute  your  intercourfe, 
one  with  another — Let  all  bitteriiefs,  and 
wrath,  and  anger,  and  clamour,  and  evil  f peak- 
ing, be  put  away  from  you,  toith  all  malice — 
Cultivate  that  heavenly  wifdom  that  impure, 
peaceable,  gentle,  eafy  to  be  entreated,  full  of 
mercy  and  good  fruits,  without  partiality,  and 
without  hypocricy — Let  your  mutual  charity 
be  remarked  to  your  praife  as  it  was  to  the 
praife  of  thofe  firll  illultrious  difciples  who 
fpread  the  glory  of  the  crofs  along  with  its 
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pure  and  benevolent  fpirit,  over  the  whole 
earth.  Bleffed  Jefus  !  while  we  do  this  in 
remembrance  of  thee,J]ied  abroad  thy  love  in  our 
hearts  by  the  Holy-Ghoji  ! — breathe  on  us  as 
thou  didft  on  thy  beloved  difciples,  that  we 
may  receive  thy  fpirit ! 

AMEN! 
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DISCOURSE  VIIL 

THE  UNITED  INFLUENCE  OF  REFLECTION 
AN'D  SACPvED  PLEADING  IN  CULTIVAT- 
ING  AND  PURIFYING  THE  MANNERS. 


Psalm  cxix.  g. 

Wherewith  JJiall  a  young  man  cleanfe  his  way? 
By  taking  heed  thereto  according  to  thy  loord. 

TO  know  wherein  virtue  confifts,  and  to 
underftand  the  mod  effeclual  means 
of  promoting  it,  were  the  principal  objefls 
of  inquiry  among  the  ancient  fages.  In 
conformiry  with  queflions  which,  in  that 
age,  w^ere  commonly  agitated  among  the 
wife  and  learned,  the  facred  writer  afks, 
Vv  herewith  fliall  a  young  man  cleanfe  his 
way  ?" — What  are  the  belt  means  of  culti- 
vating a  piou3  and  virtuous  habit  of  life  ? , 
When  he  replies,  by  taking  heed  thereto 
according  to  thy  word,"  he  ftrongly  inti- 
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mates  that  the  holy  fcriptures  contain  the 
only  certain  rule,  and  the  moft  powerful 
motives  of  duty.  Reafon  is  too  vague  and 
uncertain  in  its  conclufions,  and  too  feeble 
in  its  authority,  either  clearly  to  unfold  the 
law  of  virtue,  or  to  enforce  obedience  to 
its  precepts.  Philofophy  had,  in  vain,  ex- 
erted its  utmoH:  powers  in  the  ancient  world 
to  inftru^,  and  reform  mankind.  But  we 
find,  in  the  facred  writings,  a  do^rine  moft 
effe^lual  for  this  end,  and  fuperior  to  all  the 
wifdom  of  the  fchools,  both  for  its  evidence, 
and  its  authority. 

This  do^rine,  applied  by  ferious  medi- 
tation to  the  regulation  of  our  conduft,  is 
the  b"ft  mean  of  attaining  that  purity  of 
manners,  and  that  fanftity  of  heart,  which 
are  the  ornament  of  every  age,  and  efpecial- 
ly  of  youth,  and  to  attain  which  has  ever 
been  the  great  object  of  the  wife  and  good. 

The  facred  poet  afks  this  queftion  in  the 
name  of  the  young ;  probablv,  becaufe,  at 
the  time  of  compofmg  this  pfalm,  he  was 
himfelf  young ;  and  becaufe,  inthisglow- 

*  Commentators  fuppofe  that  this  pfalm  was  written 
during  his  perfecution  by  Saul. 
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ing  and  inexperienced  age,  he  felt,  with 
peculiar  force,  the  necelfity  of  a  divine  wif- 
dom  to  direfl  its  erring  footlleps,  and  a  di- 
vine power  to  controul  and  fanftify  its  im- 
petuous paHions.  It  is  of  the  utmoll  impor- 
tance -to  train  youth  in  the  habits  of  piety 
and  virtue,  and  to  enable  them  early  and 
wifely  to  regulate  their  own  conduft.  For 
this  end  two  principles  are  pointed  out  in 
the  text  as  fmgularly  ufeful — attentive 
confideration  of  our  ways — and  careful 
ftudy  and  application  of  the  precepts  and 
inftruftions  of  the  holy  fcripturcs — In  other 
w^ords,  jelf-rejleU:ion — and  rcjltLtion  on  the 
zcord  of  God. 

The  illufcration  of  thcfe  principles  v/ill 
form  the  fubftance  of  tlie  foUov/ing  dif- 
courfe. 

1.  In  the.firil  place,  felf-rcfieciion  is  effen- 
tial  to  the  foundation  of  a  virtuous  life. 
Hence  we  learn  both  what  to  cultivate,  and 
what  tQ^correft  in  our  own  hearts  and  con- 
duct. Thofe  who  are  void  of  reilecnoa  ne- 
ceffarily  become  f^  rangers  at  home  ;  and,  as  ' 
happens  to  men  who  never  look  into  ti^eir 
^ihns,  their  higheil,  and  moil  momentous 
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interefts  are  running  into  derangement,  and 
they  are  hallening  to  ruin  without  being 
fenfible  of  their  danger.  A  man  without 
confideration  is  a  fool,  ignorant  of  himfelf 
and  his  mofl  important  concerns — he  is  a 
wretch,  the  fport  of  his  own  palTions,  or  of 
the  enticements  of  other  fmners — he  is  a 
madman  who  is  rufliing  on  deftruftion,  and 
refufes  to  open  his  eyes.  What  then  is  im- 
plied in  takiJig  heed  to  our  tvays  ;  or,  in  that 
reflection  on  ourfelves  and  our  own  condu£l 
which  is  recommended  by  the  facred  wri- 
ter? It  cannot  imply  lefs  than  a  careful 
examination  of  xh(^ principles,  and  a  ferious 
attention  to  the  confequences  of  our  aclions 
as  both  are  defcribed  arid  difplayed  in  the 
word  of  God. 

If  men  do  not  frequently  infj^ecl  their 
hearts,  and  fearch  the  principles  of  their 
conduft,  the  corrupted  fountain  of  nature 
will  continue  to  {lov/  impure.  It  is  by 
cleanfmgthefpring  that  the  ftreams  become 
healthful  and  clear.  But  if  that  fource  of 
unhallowed  defires  and  difordered  pafficns 
is  kept  covered  up  from  view,  and  is  never 
examined  in  order  to  be  purified,  will  it  not 
be  continually  breaking  loi  ih  in  fenfual  af- 
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feSionSj  in  criminal  pleafares,  in  felfifli 
plans,  in  envy,  malice,  bitlernefs,  and  wTatli, 
in  whatever  alienates  brethren  from  one 
another,  or,  in  whatever  only  unites  finners 
in  the  purfuit  of  crimes  ?  The  concealed 
heart  increafes  its  foulnefs  and  corruptions 
by  time.  Examining  its  principles,  and 
laying  them  open  to  view,  is  among  the  bcft 
means  of  correfting  them,  and  rendering 
them  pure.  Impurity  cannot  bear  the  in- 
ipeftion  of  our  own  mind,  nor  the  judg- 
ment of  our  confcience.  Corrupted  as  hu- 
man nature  is,  fm  cannot  be  feen  in  its  true 
colours  without  fname,  nor  beheld  in  its 
relation  to  the  divine  lav/  w^ithout  fear. 
Self-reflection  is,  therefore,  a  powerful  prin- 
ciple of  repentance  and  reformation. 

Such  inquiries  faithfully  condufted  ferve, 
not  only  to  bring  to  light,  and  to  condemn 
concealed  vices,  but  to  unmafk  falfe  and 
pretended  virtues.  Frequently  the  faireft 
aclions  are  found  to  flow  from  motives  that 
vitiate  the  v/hole.  Kypocrify  may  contam- 
inate the  mofl:  folemn  a£ls  of  devotion — a 
regard  merely  to  intcreft,  or  to  reputation, 
may  prefide  over  apparently  the  mofi  lau- 
dable and  honorable  difcharge  of  the  duties 
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connected  with  our  refpeftive  Rations  in 
lile.    Vain  glory  may  become  the  princi- 
ple of  thole  humane  and  amiable  virtues 
that,  in  their  exercile  command  the  applaufe 
of  every  beholder.    Nay,  mercenary  aims, 
like  a  worm  at  the  heart  of  the  faireft  fruir^ 
may  corrupt  and  canker  even  the  nobleft  acts 
of  bcncficene  and  charity.  It  is  only  by  fcru- 
tinizing  and  fifting  our  own  character  that 
we  can  feparate  the  clean  from  the  unclean, 
the  pure  from  the  vile,  and  place  virtue  on 
its  true  and  evangelical  foundations,  the  fu- 
preme  love  of  God,  and  the  fmcere  and 
equal  love  of  our  neighbour  as  ourfelves. — 
The  word  of  God  forms  the  perfeft,  and 
the  only  teft  of  the  principles  of  our  obe- 
dience.   Every  other  is  rendered  imperfeft 
by  our  ignorance,  or  uncertam  by  our  felf- 
love.    According  to  its  holy  and  unerring 
didates,  therefore,  let  us  examine,  and  regu- 
late our  conducl.   And,  happily,  it  furniiries 
not  only  the  rule,  but  the  example  of  our 
virtue.    In  the  room  of  every  precept  is 
the  pattern  fet  us  by  our  Lord  Jefus  ChriR- 
Let  lIv3  javie  Jpirit  be  in  us  vj/uc/i  was  alfo  in 
him — the  fame  fervent  zeal  for  the  glory  of 
God  that  confumed  him — the  fame  pro- 
found reverence  for  the  divine  prefence  that 
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impreffed  his  mind — the  fame  tranquil  re- 
fignation  to  the  divine  will  that  filled  his 
heart — the  fame  inextinguilhable  love  for 
his  brethre^n  of  the  human  race,  for  whom 
he  was  willing  to  make  the  facrifice  of  all 
thing's,  and  adually  made  the  facrilice  of 
his    life — the   fame  unfpottcd   puriry  in 
thought,  word,  and  deed,  that  exempted 
him  irom  every  unholy  and  fenfual  influ- 
ence— the  lame  ferene  and  coniiant  view  to 
the  heavenly  recom.pence  of  reward  that 
elevated  him  above  the  world,  and  rendered 
him  incapable  of  being  fofiened  by  its  plea- 
fures,  or  difmayed  by  its  fuiterings.  Such 
v/ere  the  charatiers  that  adorned  the  life 
and  converfation  of  our  bleffed  Lord,  and 
fuch  aifo  Ihould  dillinguilh  his  fincere  difci- 
ples.    Wliereioitli  Jhall  a  young  man  cleaiife 
his  way  ?  By  taking  heed  thereto  according  to 
thy  word.    By  examining,  in  the  firft  place, 
and  regulating  the  principles  of  the  heart — 
and. 

In  the  next  place,  by  a  wife  anticipation, 
and  ferious  confideration  of  ilie  confequen- 
ces  of  his  conduct.  If  men  would  look  for- 
ward to  the  iffue  of  fin  either  as  it  is  dif- 
clofed  by  experience,  or  as  it  is  reprefented 
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in  the  infallible  word  of  truth,  little  elfe 
would  be  necelFary  to  reclaim  the  vicious, 
or  to  rcflrain  their  foolifh  and  criminal  pur- 
fuits.  What  youth,  for  example,  would 
v,piunge  into  the  gulph  of  intemperance  and 
debauchery  if,  at  the  moment,  he  realized 
tiie,  folicitude,  the  anxiety,  the  difeafe  and 
{Tiarne  vvidi  which  thefe  vices  (hall  be  fuc- 
cceded  ?  Or  thofe  difgraceful  fcenes  of  fol- 
ly  and  madnels  in  v/hich  they  will  too  prob- 
ably end  ?  When  lull  impels,  and  its  tempt- 
ations invite,  would  he  go,  as  too  often  he 
does,  like  an  ox  to  the  fvaughter,  or  as  a  fool 
to  the  corrcciion  of  thefcch,  if  he  anticipat- 
ed its  diHruiis,  its  lilthinefs,  and  riot — the 
habits  oi  idienefs  and  diihpation  in  which  it 
involves  the  profligate— the  real  infignifi- 
cance,  and  the  contem.pt  in  their  own  efti- 
mation,  and  in  that  of  the  world,  into 
which,  at  Iai%  it  almoft  inevitabi}'  finks 
thein  ? 

Plcafure  not  yet  tailed  appears  with  un- 
tarniihed  charms,  and  conceals  from'  our 
\ievv'  the  pains  appointed  by  nature  to  fuc- 
ceed  it.  The  paihons  and  appetites  gild  all 
tjieir  objecrs  as  they  advance.  It  is  only 
from  behind  that  their  real  deformity  is  feen» 
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And  then,  how  often  is  the  finner  compell- 
ed to  look  back  upon  himfelf  with  com- 
punftion  and  reproach  !  How  often  tor- 
mented with  painful  and  ineffe6lual  v.'ilhes 
to  be  able  to  recall  time,  and  to  correfl  tlie 
errors  of  the  pall !  Ah  !  tiir^e  cannot  be  re- 
called— but  it  may  be  ufefully  anticipated. 
Vv'hat  crimes,  what  miferies,  what  public 
fiiame,  what  inward  felf-reproach  might  not 
youth  often  avoid  if,  they  would  look  for- 
ward to  trie  unhappy  fruits  that  muft  nccef- 
farily  fpring  from  a  courfe  of  vice  !  If  they 
would  take  pains  to  flrip  the  objefts  of  the 
paiTions  of  thofe  delufive  charms  vrhich  an 
inflamed  imagination  throws  around  them  ! 
If  they  would  not  precipitately  abandon 
themfelves  to  the  iaipulfcs  of  rifing  appe- 
tite, or  the  tranfports  of  inflamed  delire,  but 
would  paufe  to  confider  the  refleftions 
which  rcafcn  and  confcience  will  urge  upon 
them  when  appetite  is  fated,  and  all  the  con- 
fequences  of  their  folly  are  before  their 
view  !  It  is  the  inconfiderate  purfuit  of  plea- 
fure,  vrithout  looking  forward  to  the  clofe 
of  the  fcene  that  inienfibly  engages  youth 
in  the  habits  of  vice.  A  comprehenfivc- 
view  of  life,  and  a  prudent  regard  to  confc> 
qucncc^-^,  would  rcflrain  their  indifcretioiv>, 
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or  fpeedily  reclaim  them  from  their  errors. 
With  what  energy  of  language  does  the 
wifeft  of  men  urge  this  argument  on  the 
young  againft  intemperance  and  lull?  Speak- 
ing of  the  latter,  he  faith,  more  bitter  than 
death  is  the  woman  v/hofe  heart  is  fnares 
and  nets."*  And  of  the  former,  he  alks, 
"  \\  ho  hath  w  oe  ?  Who  hath  forrow?  Who 
hath  contentions  ?  YJho  hath  babbling  ? 
Who  hath  wounds  without  caufe  P  W  ho 
hath  rednefs  of  eyes  ?  They  that  tarry  long 
at  the  wine — they  that  go  to  fcek  mixed 
wine.  Look  not  upon  the  wine  v;hen  it  is 
red,  when  it  giveth  its  colour  in  the  cup, 
w^hen  it  moveth  itfelf  aright — at  the  laft,  it 
biteth  like  a  ferpent,  and  ftingeth  like  an 
adder"+ 

Although  thefe  confi derations  are  impor- 
tant and  ferious,  and  on  minds  notloR  to  pru- 
dence and  honor,  and  juil  fentiments  of  felf- 
refpetl,  will  be  cffeftual  to  reflrain  the  vi- 
cious tendencies  of  the  heart ;  yet,  the  word 
of  God  teaches  us  to  extend  our  views  of  the 
confequences  of  aciions  beyond  the  prefent 

*  Ecclcs.  vii.  26. 

t  Prov,  xxiii.  29 — 32. 
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life,  and  to  confider  their  relations  to  the 
life  to  come.     This  is  the  mofl:  intereliing 
light  in  which  our  conduft  can  be  regarded  ; 
and,  on  all  men,  it  may,  and  ought  to  have 
the  mpft  powerful  influence  in  regulating 
their  morals,  and  cleanfing  their  way.  When 
we  unite  in  one  view  our  whole  being,  and 
confider  the  eternal  retributions  of  mercy 
and  of  jullice  which,  according  to  the  fcrip- 
tures,  {hall  be  made  to  the  righteous  and 
the  v/icked,  what  flronger  motives  can  be 
urg:  d  to  men  to  confirm  in  them  the  prin- 
ciples of  duty,  or  to  perfuade  them  to  re- 
pentance ?    Eternal,  undefcribable  happi- 
nefs  and  mifery  are  placed  before  you. 
What  an  infinite  advantage  lies  on  the  fide 
of  virtue  and  holincfs,  in  oppofition  to  all 
the  tranfient  pleafures  of  fin  !  How  dearly 
purchafed  are  its  falfe  and  momentary  en- 
joyments, if,  the  next  moment,  the  finner 
mufl  lie  down  in  imquenchable  fire  !     Oh  ! 
I    that  they  were  wife,  that  they  underflood 
I    this,  that  they  would  confider  their  latter 
end  !"*    "  Rejoice,  O  young  man  !  in  thy 
I    youth,  and  let  thy  heart  cheer  thee  in  the 
I    days  of  thy  youth — walk  in  the  ways  of 
thine  heart,  and  in  the  fight  of  thine  eyes  ; 


210 


The  United  Ivfuence  of 


but,  knov/  thou  that  for  all  thefe  things  God 
will  bring  thee  into  judgment  Oh!  fatal 
termination  of  youthful  follies  !  Let  the 
awful  denunciations  pf  the  word  of  God 
enter  into  thy  heart — they  cannot  fail  to 
produce  in  thee  fmcere  amendment  of  life.  - 

Wherewith  fhall  a  young  man  cleanfe 
his  way  ?  By  taking  heed  thereto  according 
to  thy  word."  By  this  reply  the  facred  wri- 
ter intends  to  recommend  not  only  reflec- 
tion on  curfelves,  and  on  the  courfe  and  if- 
fue  of  our  way — but 

II.  In  the  next  place,  a  careful  ftudy  and 
application  of  the  word  of  God  for  the  di- 
rection and  government  of  our  condu6i. 

Some  rule  for  this  purpofe,  either  of  phi- 
lofophy,  or  of  revelation,  it  behoves  us  to 
have.  Some  lights  we  require  to  inftrufl: 
us  in  our  duty — fom.e  law  to  regulate  our 
actions — fome  effectual  motives  addreffed 
to  the  heart,  and  fitted  to  engage  our  atten- 
tion, and  command  our  obedience.  That 
luminous  and  perfett  rule  which  the  an- 

'^^  Eccles.  si.  9» 
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cient  fages  purfued  with  fuch  laborious;  but 
hefitating  fteps  in  the  dark,  has  been  offered 
to  us  by  the  incarnate  wildom  of  Heaven. 
And,  ifVe  compare  the  facred  writings  with 
what.uninfpired  reafon  is  able  to  teach  us 
on  the  fubjed  of  our  duties  and  our  hopes, 
or  with  vv  hat  all  the  fchools  of  philofophy 
have  ever  taught,  how  fuperior  are  they  in 
value  both  as  a  lavv^  of  life,  and  a  mean  of 
fan6tification. 

I  am  not  here  to  defcant  on  all  the  ex- 
cellencies of  the  facred  writings — the  tub- 
limity,  and  the  divine  perfeclion  of  their 
fpirit — the  lights  which  they  have  fned  up- 
on a  benighted  w^orld — the  confolations 
which  thev  have  in  (tore  for  the  miferable 
— the  mercies  of  Heaven  which  they  reveal 
to  the  guilty.  I  mean  fimply  to  illuftrate 
their  fuperior  excellency  above  every  other 
law  that  men  ha,ve  difcovered  or  invented^ 
for  cleanfing  the  heart,  and  regulating  the 
life. — It  confifts 

In  their  purity — in  their  authority — and 
in  the  fublime  and  powerful  motives  which 
they  addrefs  to  the  human  heart  in  order 
to  lead  it  to  piety  and  virtue. 
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In  the  firft  place,  in  their  purity. 

Their  fpirit,  and  their  tendency  is  to 
promote  perfect  fanflity  of  manners. — 
Whatever  flows  from  human  reafon  alone 
will  be  mingled  with  human  corruption, 
and  tainted  by  it.  Accordingly,  m  all 
the  fyftems  of  morals  that  have  been 
framed  by  philofophers  cither  ancient  or 
modern,  w^e  find  a  tinQure  of  the  charafter 
of  the  author— fome  principle  that  favours 
vice — fome  that  juftifies  or  excufes  frailty. 
We  may  commonly  determine  the  ru- 
ling paflion  of  the  w'riter  from  the  fpirit 
of  his  work.  But  in  the  divine  word  we 
difcern  a  purity  worthy  the  holinefs  of 
him  who  fpeaks.  The  fpirit  of  God  knows 
no  accommodation  with  fm,  or  w^ith  frail- 
ty. He  leaves  even  no  ambiguities  in 
the  truth  behind  which  the  vices  of  men 
iTiay  find  a  proteftion.  All  is  plain,  fimple, 
and  moft  holy.  But  the  word  of  Chrift 
aims  not  at  regulating  the  outward  con- 
duft  merely,  but  enters  into  the  heart, 
and  fandifies  the  fource  of  our  habits  and 
manners.  "  Except  a  man  be  born  again^ 
faith  the  Saviour,  he  cannot  fee  the  king- 


Rcf  c^ion  an  d  Sacred  Reading.  213 


dom  of  God."*  No  incenfe  can  be  accepta- 
ble on  his  altar  but  the  incenfe  of  a  pure 
heart — no  ftreams  can  be  pure  that  do  not 
flow  from  a  pure  fountain — no  aflions  can 
be  approved  that  do  not  fpring  from  a  ho- 
ly principle.  The  holy  fcriptures  cleanfe 
the  life  by  cleanfing  its  inward  fountains. 
A  mind  illuminated  by  the  word  and  fpirit 
of  God,  and  a  heart  renewed  in  all  its  prin- 
ciples and  affeftions  by  his  grace,  will  af- 
pire  to  higher  degrees  of  virtue  than  were 
cultivated  by  the  fages  of  the  world  who 
were  contented  w^ith  being  merely  citizens. 
They  will  aim  at  a  celeftial  purity  accom- 
modated to  that  mature,  and  perfefl  flate  of 
being  in  the  Heavens,  of  which  the  prefent 
life  is  only  the  infancy,  and  the  preparato- 
ry difcipline. 

The  word  of  God  acquires  great  value 
and  efficacy  as  a  law  of  holinefs,  in  the  next 
place,  from  its  high  authority. 

*  John  iii.  3 — A  principle  like  this  was  maintained  like- 
Avife  in  many  of  the  ancient  fchools  ;  and  that  change  of  tem- 
per and  habits  which  philofophy  aimed  to  produce  in  iti 
difciples  was  ftiled  regc:ieration.  But,  in  ipirit  and  meaning, 
the  dodtrins  of  the  fchools  was  far  inferior  to  the  dod;rine  of 
Chrift. 
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Extremely  feeble,  in  the  bulk  of  mankind, 
are  the  diflates  of  reafon  as  a  rule  of  duty. 
On  many  fubjefts  it  is  dubious  and  hefitat- 
ing  in  its  decifions — on  many  it  is  eafily 
corrupted  and  biaffed  by  the  heart — on  all, 
its  conclufions,  purfued  through  a  train  of 
deductions  which  grow  lefs  evident  at  every 
flep,  ftrike  with  little  force  upon  the  mind 
wherever  they  are  oppofed  by  the  vices 
and  paffions  of  men.    Vv^ere  they  clearer 
than  they  are,  reafon  is  too  weak  to  make 
them  obeyed.    Of  its  weaknefs  let  me  pro- 
duce a  familiar  and  acknowledged  example. 
Although  the  principles  of  juftice,  that 
form  the  bafis  of  fociety,  are  among  the 
moft  evident  of  its  conclufions,  is  that  evi- 
dence alone  fufiicient  to  procure  fubmiffion 
to  its  rules  ?  Would  the  mafs  of  m.en,  be- 
come good  citizens,  if  they  were  fubjeft  to 
no  other  controul  than  the  lights  of  their 
own  minds  ?  What  diforders,  what  crimes 
Would  diftraft  the  ftate,  if  their  own  reafon 
were  their  fole  law,  and  their  fole  judge  ! 
And  would  they,  if  they  were  obedient  to 
no  higher  authority,  become  good  citizens 
oi  that  heavenly  country  whofe  duties  are 
infinitely  more   complicated  and  pure  ? 
What,  alas!  would  be  their  fyUem  of  reli-" 
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gion  ?  What  their  law  of  duty  ?  What  the 
fanftions  that  would  give  efficacy  to  that 
law,  if  they  were  left  to  derive  them  all  from 
the  feeble  lights  of  their  own  minds  ?  Ob- 
fcure,  imperfect,  and  impotent.  No,  we  re- 
quire'revelation  to  render  duty  certain,  and 
we  require  the  awful  authority  of  God  to 
give  it  its  full  energy  upon  the  heart. 

Man  was  formed  to  be  governed  chiefly 
by  authority,  in  order  to  promote  and  fe- 
cure  his  virtue.    His  firft  opinions  and  ac- 
tions are  fubjccled  to  the  wifdom  and  con- 
troul  of  parents — his  early  years  to  the  in- 
ftructions  and  difcipline  of  teachers.  The 
mofl  reafonable  laws  of  fociety  require 
to  be  enjoined  by  a  power  fuperior  to  his 
individual  will :  and  the  v/ifeft  legiflators 
have  found  it  necelfary  to  call  in  the  force 
of  religion  to  ftrengthen  the  bands  of  focial 
order,  and  to  give  complete  and  efficient 
energy  to  their  laws.    But  what  is  the  vene- 
ration and  obedience  which  we  owe  to  the 
mofl:  revered  and  beloved  of  parents — to 
the  moil  wife  and  povrerful  rulers  of  the 
vvorld — to  the  preceptors  that  have  enlight- 
ened our  early  years — or  to  the  mailers  of 
fcience  that  govern  the  opinions  of  the  age. 
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compared  with  that  which  is  due  to  the 
eternal  Spirit  of  Truth  who  hath  enlighten- 
ed the  law  of  our  duty  ?  To  the  facred  and 
awful  authority  of  the  Creator  and  Judge  of 
the  univerfe,  added  to  that  law  to  give  it  an 
efleclual  imprellion  on  the  heart?  The 
Chriltian,  the  believer  in  divine  revelation 
enjoys  infiniiely  more  powerful  means  of 
virtue  than  others  who  depend  only  on 
thenifelves,  or  who  attempt  to  follow  the 
errmg  and  contradictory  lights  every  where 
held  out  to  them  by  a  falfe  philolophy. — 
When  I  hold  in  my  hand  the  facred  volume, 
I  feem  to  hear  the  voice  of  an  affeflionate 
pa;:ent  who,  by  requiring  perfeft  holinefs, 
has  no  other  end  in  view  but  my  fupreme 
felicity — I  feem  to  liften  to  the  dictates  of 
unerring  truth — I  feem  to  receive  the  com.- 
mands  of  a  divine  lawgiver  who  has  ail 
power  in  Heaven  and  on  earth  to  fave  or 
to  deftroy — I  feem  to  read  the  decrees  of 
that  holy  and  omnifcient  Jiidge  from  whom 
I  ihall  {hort]y  receive  my  everlafting  defti- 
ny.  What  an  awful,  vv^hat  a  fublime,  and 
facred  authoriiy  does  the  word  of  God 
pofiefs !  Both  youth  and  age  will  find  in 
the  fludy  of  Its  divine  precepts  the  happi- 
efl  inlliiution  for  cleavjing  their  u'ay\  and 
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cultivating  in  them  the  habits  of  virtue. 
Let  it  be  your  Tfieditation  all  the  day — Let 
its  pure  and  facred  truths  be  ever  before 
your  eyes — Walk  in  its  heavenly  light — 
And,  ]et  it  be  your  guide  to  the  eternal 
fource  of  light  and  periection. 

Its  influence  in  fanftifying  the  heart  may 
be  eilimated  likewife,  from  the  high  and  in- 
terelling  motives  which  it  propofes  to  man- 
kind to  reclaim  them  from  vice,  and  to  lead 
them  to  virtue.  The  motives  that  princi- 
pally deferve  our  confideration  on  this  fub- 
je6t,  not  only  for  their  fuperior  force,  but 
becaufe  they  chiefly  diftinguifh  the  gofpel 
from  every  other  moral  inliitution,  are  the 
retributions  of  divine  jufdce  to  the  virtuous 
and  the  vicious  in  a  future  flate  of  exigence 
— and  the  infinite  mercy  of  God  in  the 
redemption  of  the  world. 

Philofophy,  in  inviting  her  difciples'  to 
virtue  can  propofe  to  them  only  the  prefent 
peace,  reputation,  or  intereit  that  attends 
it ;  motives  vvhich  religion  enjoys  in  com- 
mon with  her,  and  enjoys  in  a  much  higher 
degree.  She  cannot  look  into  eternity,  or 
foe  looks  into  tl^at  profound  abyfs  v/ith  a 
L  e 
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feeble  and  unfleady  eye,  incapable  of  diftin- 
guilhing  any  objeft.  If  a  few  men  of 
elevated  virtue,  and  warm  imagination,  like 
Cicero  and  Plato,  entertained  a  faint  hope 
of  exifting  after  the  prefent  life,  the  greater 
part  of  philofophers,  unable  to  fee  any 
thing  certain  beyond  the  grave,  believed 
that,  at  death,  they  fliould  ceafe  to  be. 
This  principle  diffolved  at  once  the  ftrong- 
eft  ties  of  moral  obligation.*  It  is  the  fm- 
gular  glory  of  the  gofpel  that  in  it  life 
and  immortality  are  offered  to  the  hopes 
of  the  pious.  In  it,  likewife,  is  denounc- 
ed the  moft  fearful  deftiny  to  the  wick- 
ed and  impenitent.  It  hath  fcattercd  the 
dark,  impenetrable  cloud  that  hung  on 
the  hour  of  death.  It  hath  rendered  the 
future  certain  as  the  prefent,  and  hath 
drawn  from  eternity  motives  the  moft  fub- 
lime  to  animate  and  ftrengthen  their  virtue, 

*  When  wc  read  the  dubious  difcuffions  concerning  a  fu 
lure  ftate  which  took  place  in  the  Roman  fenate,  in  which 
-was  aifembled  all  the  wifdom  and  learning  of  the  c  apital  o 
tlie  world,  at  the  time  when  they  were  about  to  determine 
on  the  fate  of  Catali-iie  and  his  aifociates,  we  are  irrefiftibly 
lead  to  deplore  the  blindnefs  and  infirmity  of  the  human 
mind  unenlighted  by  divine  revelation,  Vv'hat  moiiives  in 
aid  of  virtue  were  they  able  to  draw  from  that  ftate  which 
they  knew  not  whether  to  believe  or  Qifbeiicvc,  but  were  moil 
inclined  to  deny  \ — Sil  j  dc  bel.  catalin.  Speeches  of  Casfar, 
Cato,  Sec- 
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?ind  the  moft  awful  to  difcourage  and  re- 
ftrain  vice.  What  can  be  more  awful,  or 
ftrike  the  confcience  of  guilt  with  deeper, 
or  more  falutary  fear,  than  the  tribunal  of 
juftice— than  that  day  wherein  God  hath 
appointed  to  judge  the  fecrets  of  all  men  by 
.Jeius  Chriit — than  the  decree  by  which  the 
guilty  (hall  be  configned  to  fufFer  the  ven- 
geance  of  eternal  fire  — Arreft  tliy  ftep  O 
profligate  youth!  In  the  atl  of  vice  paufe, 
and  look  before  thee !  Behold  the  tribunal 
■ — the  judge — the  chains  of  death — tlie  pri- 
fons  where  the  wicked  dwell  with  everlafting 
burnings!  Wilt  thou,  in  the  intoxication 
of  thy  paffions  brave  the  terrors  of  almigh- 
ty wrath?  Are  not  thefe  views  fufiicient 
to  palfy  ail  the  powers  of  fin  ? — Perhaps 
thou  wilt  fay — it  has  been  often  faid — for- 
bear thefe  reprefentations.  No  man  was- 
i. 

ever  made  virtuous  by  fear  alone.  But,  is 
it  not  the  firft  ftep  to  virtue  to  break  off  our 
fins  by  repentance  ?  Are  not  the  falutary 
reftraints  of  fear  neeeffary,  in  the  greater 
part  of  men,  to  prepare  the  heart  for  the  ad- 
miffion  of  higher  and  purer  principles?^' 

*  The  good  influence  wliich  the  apprehenfions  of  a  future 
indgment,  and  the  punilhment  of  the  wicked,  even  in  th^: 
iiiipeife(S  mimner  in  which  they  were  coriccived  by  paganirm^ 
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On  the  other  hand,  direft  thy  view  to  the 
glorious  hope  which  is  propofed  in  the  gof- 
pel  to  animate  the  good  man  in  the  dif- 
charge  of  his  duty,  and  encourage  his  pro- 
grefs  towards  perfeftion.  Not  th^e  uncer- 
tain hope  which  the  prince  of  Roman  phi- 
lofophers  neither  could  confent  to  rehgn^ 
nor  was  able  firmly  to  hold.^*  Not  the 
faint  and  doubtful  ray  that  gleamed  on  the 
evening  of  Socrates  and  gilded  to  him  for 
a  moment  the  clouds  of  death  ;+  but  the 
full  affurance  of  faith — the  clear  and  un- 

were  fuppcfed,  by  the  beil  men  of  antiquity,  to  have  upon 
morals,  may  be  undcrftocd  by  a  remark  of  Polybius — Book 
VI.  Speaking  of  the  Greeks  who,  in  that  age,  had  been 
corrupted  by  the  Epicurean  Philofophy,  he  fays  "  If  you 
lend  a  talent  to  a  Greek,  and  bind  him  to  the  repaym.ent  by 
ten  engagements,  with  as  miany  fecurities,  and  v/itnefjes,  it  is 
impoffible  to  make  him  regard  his  word.  Whereas,  among 
tlie  Romans,  they  are  always  punctual  to  the  oaths  they 
have  taken  For  which  reafon  the  apprehenfions  of  infernal 
torments  were  wifely  eftabliftied  ;  and  now  to  oppofe  them  is 
wholly  irrational." 

*  Cicero,  reafoning  on  the  fubjedl  of  immortality  with 
that  doubtfulnefs  that  muft  necefTarily  accompany  all  our 
conclufions  on  this  fubjed  that  arc  not  derived  from  revela- 
tion, inclines,  however,  to  the  probability  of  a  future  and 
happy  exigence  for  good  m.en.  He  adds  that  this  expedla- 
tion  is  a  fource  of  fo  much  confolation  to  him.,  that,  if  he  is 
in  an  error  in  indulging  it,  he  does  not  wilh  to  be  undeceived. 

t  The  hope  exprelfed  by  Socrates  to  his  friends  who  cam^c 
to  vifit  him  on  the  day  on  which  he  died,  and  the  doubtful 
manner  in  which  he  uttered  it,  are  well  known  to  eTery  per- 
fon  acquainted  with  ancient  hiftory. 
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clouded  light  of  the  Son  of  Righteoufnefs. 
— Bleffed  and  triumphant  affurance  !  W  hat 
is  this  momentary  and  corruptible  exiflence, 
compared  with  that  eternal  being  tliat  fhall 
fhine  as  the  ftars  in  Heaven  for  ever  and 
ever?  What  are  thefe  feeble  and  z^o[s  fen- 
lations  of  pleafure  by  v;hich  we  are  allied  to 
the  beafts  that  perifh,  compared  with  thofe 
divine  and  immortal  powers  of  enjoyment, 
by  w^hich  we  fliall  relemble  the  angels  that 
furround  the  throne,  and,  in  fome  meafure 
approximate  towards  God  himfeli  ?  Thefe 
glorious  rewards  of  piety  and  faiih,  of  truth 
and  virtue,  are  among  the  mofi;  powerful,  as 
veil  as  the  moft  fublime  motives  to  a  pure 
and  holy  life.  Such  elevated  and  immortal 
hopes  tend  to  raife  the  affeclions  above  the 
grofs  and  corrupting  influence  of  the  world. 
They  tend  to  quench  the  flames  of  lull,  to 
extinguifii  the  rude  and  wrathful  paflTions, 
and  to  cultivate  in  the  heart,  that  holinejs 
without  -which  no  manjhall Jet  the  Lord,  Can 
fenfuality  debafe  the  foul  that  expefls  to  ap- 
proach the  throne  of  God,  and  to  dwell  for- 
ever in  his  prefence  ?  Can  power  opprefs 
thofe  whom  it  hopes  to  meet  as  brethren 
and  equals  in  the  kingdom  above  ?  Can  en- 
vy, hatred  or  revenge,  rankle  in  the  bofoms 
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of  thofe  who  afpire  to  die  fociety  of  the 
blelfcd  in  Heaven  among  whom  reigns  only 
a  pure  and  eternal  love  ?~Are  the  prefent 
rapid  moments  of  cur  probation,  iUimping 
their  impreffion  upon  our  everlafting  deili- 
ny  ?  Is  every  inltant  preparing  for  us  nev/ 
flames  below,  or  new  fcenes  of  felicity  and 
honor  above  ?  What  diligence  and  ferven- 
cy (liould  thcfe  confiderations  add  to  every 
aft  of  duty  !  Will  iincere  piety  raife  a  worm 
of  dull  to  immortal  glory  ?  How  holy  ought 
we  to  be  in  all  manner  of  life  and  converfa- 
tion ! 

Finally,  religion  propcfes  to  us  ftrong  ad- 
ditional motives  to  duty,  drawn  from  the 
mercy  of  God  in  the  redemption  of  the 
world.  They  merit  an  ample  illuftration, 
but  I  can  only  glance  at  them  in  the  molt 
hafty  manner. 

On  this  fubjeft,  reafon  and  philofophy  af- 
ford us  no  aid.  The  gofpel  alone'  is  able  to 
point  out  the  way  in  which  fmners  can  have 
accefs  to  their  Maker  and  their  judge  of- 
fended by  their  crimes,  and  conilrained,  if 
I  may  fpeak  fo,  by  the  perfection  of  his  na- 
ture, to  puniih  their  guilt.    It  reveals  to  us 
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the  love  of  God  in  the  richeft  and  moflafton- 
ifhing  aft  of  mercy  that  was  ever  difplayed 
to  the  univerfe. — Could  I  draw  afide  the  veil 
from  the  dreadful  pifture  of  human  guilt,  or 
prefent  to  your  view  the  catalogue  of  our 
innumerable  crimes,  I  might  convey  fome 
idea  of  the  infinite  grace  that  was  pleafed  to 
forego  the  rights  of  his  juflice  on  man,  and 
to  divert  its  awful  thunders  to  the  head  of 
his  beloved  Son.  Could  I  pluck  off  the  co- 
vering from  Hell,  and  difclofe  its  tremen- 
dous prifons,  the  deftined  abodes  of  the  guil- 
ty— could  I  unfold  the  gates  of  Heaven  and 
pour  upon  your  fight  the  effulgence  of  that 
glory  that  eye  hath  not  Jeen,  neither  hath  ear 
heard,  nor  hath  it  entered  into  the  heart  of  man 
to  conceive,  but  w^hich  is  referved  for  thofe 
who  are  redeemed  by  the  precious  blood  of 
Chrift,  I  might  enable  you  to  conceive  the 
boundlefs  obligations  impofed  upon  us  by 
his  love. 

But  the  moft  illuRrious  proof  of  his  love 
is  fecn  in  himfelf— in  his  birth — in  his  life — 
and,  above  all,  in  his  death,  when  he  bore  our 

fins  in  his  oionbody  on  the  tree  Young 

.nan  ! — O  young  man,  immerfed  in  plea- 


224  United  Lrfluence  of 


fure !  devoted  to  thy  own  enjoyments  !  for- 
getful of  thy  Creator,  and  thy  duty  !  Look 
on  the  Saviour  of  the  world!  Can  there 
be  a  more  powerful  and  perfuafive  argument 
to  repentance  than  the  love  of  him  icko  hath 
loved  thee  to  the  death?  Look  on  the  cruel 
altar  of  the  crofs  on  which  he  was  made  a 
vidim  for  thofe  hns  by  which  thou  art  pro- 
faning his  love  !  In  the  view  of  thofe  bit- 
ter fuiierings  he  endured  for  thee,  can'ft 
thou  repeat  the  crimes  for  vrhich  he  died  ! 
— Hear  die  voice  of  divine  mercy  calling  to 
thee  from  the  Heavens !  Liften  to  the  in- 
tereiling  voice  that  it  utters  from  the  crofs! 
Hear  the  cry  of  that  precious  blood  that 
ftreams  from  his  fide,  and,  calling  from  the 
earth,  Jpeaketh  better  things  than  the  blood  of 
Abel  I  Ah!  v.hat  motives  can  touch  thee 
if  thou  art  infenfible  to  thefe  ?  What  per- 
fuafions  can  reach  the  hardnefs  of  age  if 
thefe  are  inefteftual  on  the  tendernefs  and 
fufceptibility  of  youth !  The  whole  com- 
pafs  of  nature  cannot, furnifli  arguments  to 
duty,  or  admonitions  againfl:  im  equally 
interelling  and  ilrong. — Wherexoith  Jhall  a 
young  man  cleanfe  his  zcay?  By  taking  heed 
i/icreto  according  to  thy  word. 
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Having  trefpafied  already  on  your  time, 
I  fhall  circumfcribe  within  a  narrow  com- 
pafs  the  fingle  refleflion  with  which  I  de- 
fign  to  conclude  this  difcourfe. 

The  fubjeft,  to  the  illuftration  of  which 
you  have  attended,  recommends  to  your 
moft  diligent  ftudy,  and  your  moll  afTettion- 
ate  efteem  this  facred  volume  from  which 
we  derive  truths  of  the  higheft  importance 
to  the  tranquility  of  our  own  breails,  to  the 
peace  and  order  of  fociety,  to  the  dignity 
and  perfection  of  human  nature,  and  to 
our  eternal  happinefs.  I  fpeak  of  it  now 
as  containing  fomething  more  than  the  moll 
perfeft  rule  of  virtue  that  w^as  ever  deli- 
vered to  the  world — I  fpeak  of  it  as  embrac- 
ing the  richeil  treafures  of  our  knowledge, 
and  the  nobleft  fources  of  our  confolation. 
If  we  confider  the  dubious  and  difcordant 
fentiments  of  human  reafon  with  regard  to 
the  exiilence  and  perfections  of  the  deity — 
the  means  by  which  the  guilty  may  obtain 
the  forgivenefs  of  fins — the  law  of  our  duty 
— the  nature  and  the  certainty  of  another 
and  a  better  life,  how  precious  to  us  (hould 
be  this  fvftem  ofholy  infpiration  that  refolves 
thefe  afflicting  doubts,  and  fhed:;  a  divine 
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and  fatisfaclory  evidence  on  fubjefls  the 
moil  interefting  that  can  be  offered  to  the 
lefleflions,  or  the  hopes  of  mankind  !  A 
fanatical  fpirit  of  impiety  under  the  abuf- 
ed  name  of  philofophy  has  rifen  up  per- 
verfcly  and  prefumptuoufly  to  call  in  quef- 
tion  truths  fo  facred  and  confolatory  to  mi- 
ferable  mortals.    Pert  and  falfe  wit,  igno- 
rant youth,  and,  in  an  age  in  which  no  ex- 
travagance is  ftrange,  even  coarfe  and  illi- 
terate debauchery,  venture  to  hold  in  deri- 
fion  the  belief,  the  hope,  and  confolation  of 
the  beft  and  wifeft  men  who  have  ever  lived. 
Chrifiians !  in  proportion  to  the  madnefs 
and  folly  that  are  defperate  enough  to  fet 
at  naught  the  poioer  and  the  xdjdom  of  God^ 
fhould  be  your  adherence  to  that  divine 
word  in  which  they  are  fo  glorioufly  dif- 
played.    How  blind  and  erring  would  be 
our  footfteps  through  life  if  they  were  not 
direfted  by  divine  truth !  What  a  profound 
and  fearful  darknefs  would  refl  upon  the 
grave  if  we  were  not  enabled,  by  this  hea- 
venly light,  to  penetrate  beyond  it  to  a 
blefled  immortality  !  Let  the  facred  fcrip- 
tures,  therefore,  be  the  fubjeft  of  our  daily 
and  pious  meditation.    Let  not  the  cavils 
of  ignorant  men,  nor  the  infults  of  fools 
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tear  from  our  bofoms  thefe  precious  lights 
of  duty,  and  treafures  of  our  hopes. 

If  you  feek  wifdom,  draw  ii  from  thefc 
divine-  fountains — if  you  cultivate  virtue, 
here  you  find  its  perfed  law — if  you  would 
attain  to  immortal  felicity  and  glory,  from 
them  you  imbibe  the  fpirit  of  Heaven. 

O  young  m.an !  take  heed  to  thy  ways 
according  to  his  holy  w^ord.    Seek  not  for 
companions  whofe  example  will  encourage 
thee  in  vice — whofe  ftudy  it  is  to  prevent 
Tjefleftion,  or  to  furnifh  to  reIle£iion  only 
falfe  and  criminal  principles  to  defend  a 
criminal  praftice.     Let  not  thy  paffions 
govern  thee  in  this  ardent  and  inconfiderate 
period  of  life,  when  they  require  to  be  kept 
under  a  continual  rein — let  not  pleafure  in- 
toxicate thee,  and  impofe  her  illufions.on 
thy  reafon  for  truth — hunt  not  after  thofe 
pernicious  writers  whofe  objeft  it  is  to  in- 
flame the  imagination  and  corrupt  the  heart. 
Take  heed  to  thy  zoay — paufe  in  thy  courfe — 
deliberate — refiecl.     Examine  and  weigh 
thy  principles.    Bring  thy  conduft  to  the 
tell  ol  the  divine  lav/.    Never  wilt  thou  be 
prepared  for  the  pure  manfions  of  Heaven 
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till  thy  virtue,  or  to  fpeak  a  language  more 
conformable  to  the  goipel,  till  thy  holinelV 
of  heart  and  life,  has  reached  the  perfetlion 
of  this  ftandard. 

O  God  !  in  thy  mercy  arrefl:  the  profliga- 
cy of  this  age !  Make  thy  word  quick  and 
powerful !  Let  it  penetrate  with  deep  and 
effeftual  conviftion  the  confcience  of  fecure 
guilt,  and  deftroy  thofe  deceitful  maxims 
which  the  hearts  of  finners  frame  only  to 
juftify  their  crimes  !  Let  it  triumph  over 
the  pernicious  principles  of  a  falfe  phi- 
lofophy,  the  offspring  of  our  degenerate 
manners ! 

AMEN ! 
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DISCOURSE  IX. 


THE   FORGIVENESS   OF  INJURIES. 

FIRST  DlCOURSE  THE  NATURE  AND  EXTENT  OF  THE  DUTY. 

 — -sa^St**"—  

Luke  vi.  37. 
Forgive,  and  you  Jliall  be  forgiven. 

IF  you  love  them  that  love  you,  faith  the 
Saviour,  what  reward  have  you  p""^ 
There  is  a  natural  propenfity  in  the  human 
heart  to  requite  with  kindnefs  the  favors  we 
have  received,  and  to  fympathize  with  the 
pleafures  and  the  pains  of  thofe  with  whom 
we  are  conneftedby  friendfliip  and  efteem. 
"  But  I  fay  unto  you,  love  your  enemies, 
blefs  them  that  curfe  you,  do  good  to  them 
that  hate  you,  and  pray  for  them  that  de- 
fpitefully  ufe  you  and  perfecute  you."t 
This  is  the  fublime  of  charity.    Pride,  re- 

*  Matt.  V.  46. 

f  Matt.  V.  44.    Luke  vi.  28. 
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fentment,  and  all  the  moft  violent  emotions 
of  the  breafl  are  ready  to  rife  againft  thofe 
who  have  treated  us  with  injullice,  cruelty, 
or  fcorn.  When  a  good  man  is  enabled  to 
forgive  the  maiigniiy  oi  ins  eneriiies,  much 
more  will  he  be  diTpofed  to  difcharge  all 
other  offices  of  benevolence  and  humanity 
tov/ards  the  reft  of  mankind. 

This  virtue  has  juilly  been  faid  to  be  pe- 
culiar to  the  chriilian  fyitem.  For,  although 
there  are  illuftrious  examples  of  modera- 
tion, and  forbearance  among  the  great  men 
of  pagan  antiquity,  w^hich  approach  to  the 
nieeknefs  and  felf-denial  of  apoftles  and 
martyrs,  yet  are  they  rare ;  and  the  philo- 
fophers  in  general,  who  ftudied  to  cultivate 
this  virtue,  aimed  rather  at  the  contempt 
than  the  forgivenefs  of  injuries — at  a  fupe- 
riority  of  foul  that  foa  red  above  their  ene- 
mies, than  at  that  meeknefs  and  charity  that 
fioops  to  embrace  them  with  fraternal  af- 
fection. But  whatever  approaches  a  few 
of  the  difciples  of  reafon  have  made  towards 
a  doftrine  and  a  practice  fo  fublime  and 
lioly,  fhe  had,  plauily,  not  authority  fuffi- 
cient  to  impofe  it  on  the  pride,  and  the 
palTions  of  mankind  as  an  univeifal  law  of 
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duty.  This  was  the  office  of  a  divine  le- 
gidator — of  the  teacher  Jent  from  God,  And^ 
among  the  many  precepts  that  raife  his  gof- 
pel  far  above  all  other  fyfteras  of  morals  or 
religion  that  have  appeared  in  the  v/orld^ 
that  of  the  forgivenels  of  injuries,  holds  a 
diftinguiihed  place.  He  has  enforced  it|, 
likewue,  by  the  higheft  fanclion — "  For,  if 
ye  forgive  not  men  their  trefpaffes,  neither 
will  your  father  w^ho  is  in  Heaven  forgive 
your  trefpaffes.*'* 

The  revengeful  and  the  proud  are  apt 
to  regard  this  virtue  in  two  oppofite  lights, 
either  as  a  perfeftion  above  human  nature, 
or  as  a  meannefs  below  it — as  implying  an 
elevation  of  mind  and  felf-command  almoft 
divine,  or  manifelling  a  pufillanimity  un- 
worthy of  man.  Thefe  ideas,  I  truft,  will 
appear  in  the  progrefs  of  this  fubjecl,  to  be 
equally  groundleis,  in  which  I  lliall 

I.  Point  out  the  extent  of  the  duty — and 

II.  IlluRrate  its  excellence  and  reafona* 
blenefs  as  a  principle  of  conduct. 

*  Matt.  vi.  15, 
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1.  This  duty  confifts  in  loving  our  ene* 
mies — in  refraining  from  every  purpofe  of 
revenge  towards  thcni — in  readinefs  to  re- 
turn them  kindnefs  for  injuftice — and,  final- 
ly, in  a  difpofition  to  feek  every  prudent 
and  prafticable  mean  of  reconciliation  with 
them. 

1.  No  offence  can  cancel  the  original  ob- 
ligation that  lies  'upon  all  men  to  love  one 
another.  Sprung  from  the  fame  fource — 
children  of  one  Father  w^ho  is  in  heaven — 
partakers  of  a  common  nature — fellow^  tra- 
vellers through  a  dangerous  and  painful 
pilgrimage — and  heirs  of  the  fame  immor- 
tal hopes,  man  is  connefted  wath  man  by 
the  ftrongeft  and  the  deareft  ties.  Although 
your  enemy  has  broken  through  thofe  ties, 
it  forms  no  warrant  for  you  to  affifl  his  fol- 
ly or  his  madnefs  in  tearing  them,  afunder. 
Charity  requires  us  to  diftinguilh  between  a 
man  and  his  actions  :  and,  even  when  thefe 
are  mofl  cenfurabie  and  offenfive,  to  remem- 
ber that  the  oxlender  is  flill  a  brother.  This 
principle  is  the  vital  fpirit  of  the  chriftian 
religion  as  it  refpefts  our  intercourfe  wuth 
mankind,  and  is  the  great  cement  of  the 
univerfal  family  of  God. 
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2.  As  religion  requires  us  to  embrace 
our  enemy  with  benevolence  as  he  is  a  man, 
much  m.ore  does  it  prohibit  towards  him 
every  purpofe  of  revenge.    Hardly  need  I 
fpeak  here  of  thofe  cruel  paffions  that  dif- 
turb  fociety  by  the  moll  atrocious  afts. — ' 
Hardly  need  I  call  to  mind  thofe  enormities 
that  fometimes  How  from  pride,  from  envy, 
from  hatred  and  rage — thofe  furious  w^rang- 
lings,  thofe  bloody  conteRs — thofe  {hame- 
ful  means  of  private  vengeance  in  which, 
men,  giving  themfelves  up  to  the  violent  im- 
pulTe  of  their  feelings,  inllead  of  calmly 
feeking  juRice  from  the  authorifed  tribunals 
of  their  country,  confliiute  themfelves  at 
once  judges  and  executioners  in  their  own 
caufe.    AgainR  atrocities  of  this  kind  I  may 
appeal,  not  only  to  the  mild  and  benevolent 
fpirit  of  the  gofpel,  but  to  the  common  fen- 
timents  of  mankind. 

There  are  other  ways  lefs  flagrant,  and 
that  outrage  lefs  the  divine  fpirit  of  charity, 
by  which  a  revengeful  temper  may  manifeft 
itfelf.  Although  there  are  cales  in  v.hich 
even  the  meeknels  of  chriftianity  will  permit 
a  good  man  to  demand  his  rights  in  the  feats 
of  public  juliice ;  yet,  if  you  harrafs  your 
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brother  by  vexatious  fuits — Nay,  if  you  pro- 
fecute  your  moft  juft  and  equitable  claims 
againft  him  with  bitternefs  and  animofity — 
if  it  is  not  fufficient  for  yoN  to  obtain  redrefs, 
unlefs  you  can  alfo  make  him  the  vitiim  of 
the  laws,  you  violate  the  law  of  Chrift. 
This  holy  and  benevolent  lav/  requires 
meeknefs  and  moderation  in  all  our 
conduft  to\vards  men,  and  that  we  fnould 
rather  fufier  wrong  in  matters  of  inferior 
moment  than  feem  contentious,  or  too  ri- 
gidly exaft  even  our  undoubted  rights.  If 
thine  adverfary  fue  thee  at  the  law,  and  take 
away  thy  coat,  let  him  have  thy  cloak  alfo. 
If  he  fmite  thee  on  one  cheek  turn  to  him 
the  other.  If  he  com.pel  thee  to  go  with 
him  a  mile,  go  w^ith  him  tw^ain. 

Revenge  may  be  feen  in  the  focial  and 
eafy  hours  of  converiation,  in  acis  in  which 
it  is  hardly  fufpetted.  The  afperity  of 
your  expreffions  betrays  it — it  appears  in 

*Mat.  r.  39,  40,41.  Thefe  are  not  abfoliite  precepts. 
They  were  proverbial  faymp:s  amon^  the  Jews,  which  are  ne- 
ver to  be  interpreted  with  rigor.  They  were  intended  to  re- 
commend forbearance  to  men,  and  rather  to  fufrer  fmall  in- 
juriis,  and  yield  their  rights  in  matters  of  inferior  concern, 
tlian  to  contend  wiili  the  obflinate  and  fdixTa, 
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tliofe  eternal  complaints  of  wrongs  intended 
to  excite  againll  your  enemy  the  indigna- 
tion of  the  world — in  thofe  odious  or  ridi- 
culous piftures  which  you  draw  of  his  vices 
or  his. foibles — in  your  readinefs  to  hear 
and  to  circulate  every  malicious  tale  againll 
him  which  calumny  has  invented.  If  you 
do  not  actually  detraft  from  his  deferved 
praife,  doyou  hear  it  done  by  others,  with 
a  fecret  pleafure  ?  If  you  hear  his  worth 
approved,  are  you  ready  to  load  it  with  ex- 
ceptions, and  iulpicions  ?  Or  do  you,  by  a 
certain  a  Ifefted  referve  and  caution  exprefs 
more  than  you  could  fay  ?  An  unholy  re- 
fentment  may  be  difcerned  in  the  mod 
guarded  modes  of  converfation.  It  may  be 
perceived  even  in  that  filence  with  which  a 
prudent  enemy  thinks  to  veil  his  heart. 
Would  you  once  have  obfervedj  with  re- 
gard to  that  perfon,  the  fame  caution  ?  Is  it 
not  a  fenfe  of  injury  that  has  changed  in  your 
eftimation  his  good  qualities?  Or,  if  you 
cannot  but  ftill  difcern  them,  is  it  not  a  fe- 
cret refentment  that  palfies  your  tongue^ 
and  feals  up  your  lips  ?  Ah  !  in  how  many 
forms  of  decency,  and  of  virtue  even,  may 
this  vice  lie  concealed. 
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3.  Ti r :  forgivenefs  implies  a  ^  ^tJon 
to  return  kindnefs  for  injury.    •  .  e 

\v^ho  curfe  you,  faith  the  uitc.^  an.i  ^  .  vo- 
lent  Saviour  of  men,  do  good  to  thof^  who 
hate  vou."  That  fweetnefs  of  temper  that 
is  ready  to  pour  its  fecret  bleffing  on  the 
head  of  an  offender,  is  a  principle  alhed  to 
Heaven,  and  peculiarly  fitted  to  prepare  the 
heart  to  enter,  and  enjoy  thofe  regions  of 
love.  It  flows  from  that  divine  charity  that 
regards  all  men  as  the  children  of  our  hea- 
venly Father,  and  an  oiTender  only  as  a  mif- 
taken  brother.  If  thine  enemy  hunger, 
faith  the  apoille,  feed  him,  if  he  thirit,  give 
him  drink  :  for,  in  fo  domg  thou  ihalt  iieap 
coc '  r  fire  on  his  head/  *  Such  proofs  of 
vc  'nefs,  and  vour  innocence  with 

I'  ^.im,  will  melt  him.  in  ingenuous 

f  .  .jr  his  precipitancy  and  injuluce,  or 
pierce  him  with  deierved  compunction  at 
the  view  of  your  fuperior  worth.  1  his  was 
probably  the  meanmg  of  an  ancient  philo- 
fopherr  who,  when  he  was  aiked  by  what 
means  a  man  might  be  revenged  on  his 
enemy,  anfwered    by  being  better  than  he/ 

*  Rom.  xii.  20. 
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If  there  be  a  way  in  which  you  can  render 
him  a  valuable  fervice  by  fpeaking  well  of 
the  deferving  parts  of  his  charafter,  by 
drawing  a  dilbreet  veil  over  his  foibles,  by 
gpneroully  producing  his  virtues  to  light,  or 
by  advaacing  his  fortunes,  you  will  not  on- 
ly fulfil  an  elevated  duty  of  religion,  but 
probably  attaicTi  him  to  you  hereatter  as  au 
ufeful  friend. 

This  precious  law  of  chriPdanity  is  violat- 
ed, then,  whenever  you  negletl  to  render 
him  thole  fervices  w^hich  he  needs, and  which 
are  in  your  power  to  beftow.    Is  there  a 
refpeftable  office  which  v/ould  be  ufeful  to 
him,  and  which  he  is  better  qualiiled  than 
another  to  fill  ?  Is  there  a  profitable  em- 
ployment for  his  induftry  v/hich  it  may  de- 
pend upon  your  influence  to  obtain  ?  Yet, 
do  you  exert  that  influence  againft  him 
only  becaufe  you  have  been  offended? 
Although    you  enter  into  no  intrigues, 
and   form    no    plans    againfl  him,  yet, 
in  the  decifive  moment  of  accom.pliihing  or 
defeating  his  hopes,  and  when  all  may  reft 
upon  you,  do  you  oppofe  him?  Nay,  al- 
though you  do  not  oppofe  him,  do  you^ 
through  coldnefs  and  alienation  negle£l  him. 
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and  let  him  fee  that  his  interefts  form  none 
of  your  concern  ?  I  fee,  the  world  fees  in 
thele  a6ls,  the  proofs  of  a  refentful  and  un- 
forgiving fpirit. — Do  you  hear  his  charac- 
ter, more  precious  than  wealth  or  honor, 
defarned,  when  you  poiTefs  the  means  of 
vindicating  it  ?  Do  you  promote  the  calum- 
ny ?  Do  you,  by  meaning  looks  and  gef- 
tures,  give  fignificance  to  fulpicion  ?  Do 
you  even,  by  a  cruel  filence,  afiiil  the  de- 
ligns  of  his  enemies,  and  enjoy  the  flander  ? 
Do  you  rejoice  in  his  unmerited  calamities  ? 
Or,  if  he  has  been  culpable,  do  you  tri- 
umph in  his  deteflion  and  fhame  ?  Alas  ! 
are  not  thefe  the  characters  of  an  enemy  ? 
If  you  do  not  pity  his  misfortunes,  defend, 
where  you  can,  his  good  name,  aid  his  law- 
ful hopes,  and  even  forget  that  he  has  in- 
jured you,  you  have  not  fincerely  forgiven 
him,  nor  fulfilled  the  facred  law  of  charity 
that  requires  us  to  render  good  for  evil. 

4.  In  the  lafl:  place,  this  duty  im.plies  a 
difpofition  to  feek  every  prudent  mean  of 
reconciliation  with  thofe  between  whom  and 
us  have  arifen  any  caufes  of  offence.  "  If 
thou  bring  thy  gift  to  the  altar,  and  there 
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remember  that  thy  brother  hath  aught  a- 
gainll  thee,  leave  there  thy  gift  before  the 
akar,  and  go,  firll  be  reconciled  to  thy  bro- 
ther, and  then  come  and  offer  thy  gift."^ 
No  worfhip  can  be  pure  that  is  flained  with 
angry  and  refentful  paffions — No  prayer 
can  find  admiifion  to  the  throne  of  grace^ 
while  injuRice  pollutes  the  confcience,  or 
malice  rankles  in  the  breaiT:.  A  fincere 
chriftian,  who  poffefies  the  ornament  of  a 
meek  and  quiet  fpirit,  will  be  grieved  if,  at 
any  time,  he  has  given  even  involuntary  of- 
fence ;  and  if,  through  prejudice,  or  the 
furprife  of  pafilon,  he  hath,  by  word  or 
deed,  occafioned  an  injury  to  his  brother, 
he  will  be  folicitous  to  repair  the  wrong. 
He  will  not  difdain  to  make  thofe  neceffary 
explanations,  or  even  thofe  conceflTions 
which  may  be  requifite  to  place  their  har- 
mony upon  its  firft  footing,  and  to  cement 
it,  if  poffible,  with  new  endearments.  Nay, 
where  a  brother  is  to  be  gained,  he  will  not 
too  rigoroufly  examine  his  own  rights,  but 
will  difplay  a  certain  generofity  in  his  ad- 
vances, the  diftate  of  a  benevolent  heart, 
confcious  of  the  pui  ell  intentions. 


*  Mat.  V.  23 — 24. 
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This  fubjefl  may  be  farther  illuftrated  by 
pointing  out  the  falfe  principles  upon  which 
reconcihations  often  proceed,  or  the  mifta- 
ken  fubftitutes  that  are  put  in  the  room  of 
the  fmcere  forgivenefs  oi  injuries. 

1.  Parties  at  variance  we  foraetimes  fee 
brought  together  by  the  addrefs  and  ma- 
nagement of  common  friends.  To  their  in- 
ftances  at  length  they  yield.  But,  obferve 
with  what  reludance  they  meet — what  mu- 
tual coldnefs  and  diilruft  they  betray  at  eve- 
ry ftep — how  many  explanations  muft  be 
made — how  many  punttilios  muft  be  adjuft- 
ed — how  many  compromifes  miuft  be  at- 
tempted, in  order  to  fave  a  falfe  fentiment 
of  honor  ?  Do  you  believe  that  you  have 
fulfilled  the  celeftial  law  of  charity  by  a  re- 
conciliation that  has  proceeded  upon  thefe 
grounds  ?  No— even  the  world  is  not  de- 
ceived. It  fees  that  you  are  not  friends.  It 
perceives  in  your  converfation,  in  your  con- 
duft,  in  your  v;hole  manner,  the  coldnefs  of 
your  hearts. 

2.  Men  fometimes  miilake  the  mere  fub- 
fiding  of  the  palfions,  which  is  the  effect  of 
time,  for  the  forgivenefs  of  injuries  which  is 
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the  fruit  of  charity.  The  edge  of  their  re- 
fentments  is  blunted,  and  they  fmk  down  by 
degrees,  and  almoft  without  defign,  into  the 
ordinary  offices  of  good  neighborhood. — 
In  the  various  and  capricious  changes  of 
the  world,  an  accidental  concurrence  of  in- 
terefts  fornetiines  re- unites  thofe  whom  dif- 
ference of  interett  had  divided.  But  thefe 
principles  have  nothing  in  them  in  common 
with  the  generous  warmth  and  kindnefs  of 
the  chriftian  temper.  The  fpirit  of  'the 
bleiTed  Jefus  regards  a  forgiven  enemy  like 
a  brother  reconciled  :  and  an  enemy  who 
refufes  to  be  reconciled  it  regards  with  thofe 
fentiments  of  meeknefs  and  benediftion  that 
can  flow  only  from  a  heart  touched  and 
animated  with  the  love  of  God. 

3.  Not  infrequently,  a  cold  return  to  the 
external  civilities  of  fociety  is  miftaken  for 
the  duty  I  am  recommending,  while  you 
ftill  cheridi  a  keen  remembrance  of  injuries 
you  have  received. — I  forgive  him,  you  fay, 
but  I  do  not  forget.  He  has  no  reafon  hereaf- 
ter to  rely  on  my  friendfiip.  Ah  !  this  hint 
is  too  fignificant.  We  difcern  in  it  a  ran- 
kled and  wounded  mind.  Does  the  mild 
temper  of  the  gofpel  thus  fwell  the  breail 
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with  a  proud  refentment  ?  No — it  tends 
to  unite  the  hearts  of  men  by  the  fweet  and 
attraftive  fympathies  of  charity,  and  not 
merely  to  conneft  their  perfons  by  the  loofe 
and  vulgar  ties  of  ordinary  afTociation. 
The  civilities  praftifed  by  a  good  man  are 
the  fmcere  exprelhons  of  a  benevolent 
mindj  not  a  hypocritical  malk  intended  to 
veil  from  the  world  paflions  which  he  is 
aihamed  to  avow.  Conicious  that  God  in- 
fpeds  his  heart,  he  ftudies  not  to  cover  dif- 
pofitions  there  which  he  is  not  willing  to 
expofe  to  the  pure  and  holy  light  of  heaven, 
and  which  will  not  aflimilate  him  to  its 
blelTed  fociety. 

4.  Prudence  is  frequently  fubftituted  for 
charity.  Men  fmother  their  refentments 
merely  to  prevent  the  derangement  which 
they  would  produce  in  the  circle  of  their 
fociety,  or  to  efcape  the  uneafinefs  that 
mull  arife  to  themfelves  from  a  perpetual 
cdurfe  of  holtilities. 

5.  But  the  laft  fubilitute  which  I  fliall 
mention,  for  the  forgivenefs  is  the  contempt 
of  injuries. — W  ell  may  innocence  feel  its 
fuperiority  to  the  indifcretion  of  unfriendly 
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tongues,  and  the  malignity  of  evil  inten- 
tions. And  the  calm  dignity  of  virtue  is 
confident  with  the  gentlenefs  and  m.eeknefs 
that  become  a  chriftian.  But  contempt, 
involving,  as  it  too  often  does,  the  offender 
with  the  offence,  is  an  unholy  temper.  It 
indicates  a  pride,  and  haughtinefs  of  mind 
incompatible,  equally  with  the  charity,  and 
the  humility  of  the  gofpel.  Vice,  when  con- 
fidered  as  offering  its  temptations  to  us, 
may,  by  a  noble  mind,  be  regarded  with 
contempt — when  feen  in  the  condu6t  of 
others,  it  ought  rather,  by  a  good  man,  to' 
be  beheld  with  pity. 

Referving  for  another  difcourfe  the  illuf- 
tration  of  the  excellence  and  reafonablenefs 
of  this  difpofition  as  a  general  principle  of 
condu6l,  I  fhall  conclude  the  prefent  v/ith 
a  ff  ngle  and  brief  refleftion. 

The  forgivenefs  of  injuries  is  inculcated 
throughout  the  difcourfes  of  our  bleffed 
Lord  and  his  apoffles  with  peculiar  frequen- 
cy and  earnellnefs.  For,  it  is  not  only  the 
highelt  exercife  of  that  charity  which  they 
lay  at  the  foundation  of  all  our  duties  to 
mankind;  but  it  is  abfolutely  ncceHbry  to 
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the  peace  of  the  world,  to  extinguifli,  or 
prevent  the  aclion  of  thofe  innumerable 
caufes  of  diffention  that  are  continually 
fpringingup  in  human  fociety.  Did  every 
man  conceive  himfelf  entitled  to  avenge  his 
own  quarrels  it  would  convert  the  world 
into  a  theatre  of  violence  and  blood.  In 
order  to  prevent  this  fatal  efFccl,  the  wife, 
the  moderate,  and  the  good  are  called,  not 
only  to  abftain  from  doing  injury,  but  daily 
to  cover  with  the  mantle  of  forgivenefs  the 
injuries  that  are  offered  to  them.  Injuftice, 
fraud,  envy,  malice,  wrath,  whifpering,  tat- 
tling, flander  would  keep  the  world  in  a  per- 
petual flame,  and  fix  our  own  peace  forever 
on  the  rack,  were  not  their  influence  counter- 
acted by  this  exalted  principle  of  charity. 
But,  when  we  confider,  on  one  hand,  the 
force  of  the  paflions,  and,  on  the  other,  the 
infirmity  of  the  mind,  may  we  not  exclaim 
with  the  apoftle,  on  a  different  occafion, 
who  is  fufficient  for  thefe  things  ?"  To 
forgive  like  a  chriflian  feems  to  require  both 
a  greatnefs  and  humility  of  mind,  a  meeknefs 
and  equanimity  of  temper  almofl:  beyond 
the  prefent  frail  condition  of  human  nature. 
But,  we  may  reply,  with  the  fame  apoflle, 
"  I  can  do  all  things  through  Chrill  who 
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flrengtiieneth  me."  Let  this  high  and  ardu- 
ous duty,  therefore,  be  the  fu'ojeft  oi  our 
fervent  and  continual  petitions  at  the  throne 
of  grace.  The  gr^at  Teacher  of  the  church 
hath  incorporated  it  in  that,  excellent  and 
comprehenfive  prayer  which  he  hath  left  to 
be  the  perpetual  rule  of  our  devotions- 
Frequently,  indeed,  it  requires  all  the  ener- 
gy of  prayer,  to  calm  and  fubdue  the  tem- 
peft  of  our  paffions — It  requires  that  pro- 
found fenfe  of  the  divine  prefence  which  is 
cultivated  in  prayer  to  impofe  upon  their 
fury  an  effeCtual  curb — It  requires  all  the 
humility  of  penitents  proilrate  at  the  foot- 
ftool  of  mercy  to  reprefs  in  the  heart  that 
obdurate  and  unhallowed  pride  which  is  the 
chief  fupport  of  our  unforgiving  refent- 
rnents. 

Finally,  this  duty  forms  one  of  the 
bell  tePts  of  the  heart.  Men  may  more  ca- 
fily  deceive  thcmfelves  with  regard  to  the 
general  duties  w^hich  they  owe  either  to 
God,  or  to  mankind.  But  if  you  can  bear 
injuries  with  patience — if  you  can  maintain  a 
miid  and  amiable  ferenity  under  reproach 
and  calumny — if  you  can  forgive  ofiences 
inoft  deliberately  committed  againft  you. 
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and  return  kindnefs  for  injuPiice,  ?L\\diblef' 
Jing  Jor  raiimg,  it  is  the  higheft  evidence 
of  the  complete  fubjetlion  of  the  paifions  to 
the  government  of  reafon,  and  of  the  do- 
minion of  that  principle  of  divine  love  in 
the  heart  which  is  the  true  foundation',  and 
the  animating  fpirit  of  every  duty. — I  do 
not  afk  if  you  are  without  paiTions  ?  not* 
if  they  are  not  naturally  quick  and  ftrong  ? 
Thefe  may  be  found  in  the  beft  and  nobleft 
characters — but,  if  the  power  of  religion 
has  been  able  to  fubdue  them,  and  to  hold 
them  under  its  foft  and  gentle  rein  ?  If,  like 
Chrift  on  the  agitated  and  ftormy  lake,  it 
has  been  able  to  calm  them,  and  to  fay  to 
the  winds  and  the  waves,  peace  !  be  ftill  ! — 
This  is  a  folid  ground  on  which  you  may 
reft  your  hopes  before  the  throne  of  eternal 
mercy     for,  if  you  forgive  men  their  tref- 
paffes,  your  heavenly  Father  will  alfo  for- 
give you." 

Teach  us,  O  Lord  !  to  undcrftand,  and 
enable  us  to  fulfil  this  fublime  duty,  the  or- 
nament of  the  gofpel,  the  perfection  of 
man  ! 

AMEN  ! 


C  247  ] 

DISCOURSE  X. 


THE   FORGIVENESS   OF  INJURIES. 

fiECOND  DICOURSE  THE  EXCELLENCE  AND  REASONABLENESS 

OF  THIS  DUTY, 


Luke  vi.  37. 

Forgive,  and  you  Jliall  be  forgiven. 

THE  law  of  forgivenefs  is  oppofed  hj 
feme  of  the  ftrciigelt  paffions,  and  the 
moft  dangerous  prejudices  of  the  human 
heart.  The  vindictive  pafiions  are  prone 
to  precipitate  themfelves  on  revenge,  and 
imagine  a  barbarous  pieafure  in  gratifying 
this  cruel  propenfity — prejudice  is  apt  to 
confound  patience  with  punllanimity,  and 
to  fuppofe  that  mildnefs  of  temper  is  calcu- 
lated only  to  forfeit  a  certain  reputation 
with  the  world.  Pride  fears  to  lofe,  by 
kindnefs  and  condefcenfion,  that  imagina- 
ry confequence  which  it  claims  for  itfelf. 
My  enemies  have  offended  vie.    It  belongs  to 
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tlie  refped  which  I  oxee  inyfelf  to  make  ihevi 
Jed  the  effects  of  their  temerity.  But  pride  is 
an  inflated  monfter,  ever  blind  to  its  own 
true  interefts.  More  real  honor,  and  more 
folid  happinefs  vv  ill  be  found  from  forgiv- 
ing than  avenging  injuries. 

Having  already  confidered  the  requifi- 
tions,  and  tlie  extent  of  this  law,  I  purpofe, 
in  the  prefent  difcourfe,  to  illuftrate  its  ex- 
cellence, and  reafonablenefs  as  a  principle 
of  conduft — It  implies  a  difpofition  gene- 
rous and  noble  in  itfelf  and  fitted  to  attracl 
refpeft  from  the  world— It  tends  to  pro- 
mote our  inward  tranquillity  and  peace — 
And,  finally,  it  affnnilates  man  to  his  Crea- 
tor, whofe  mofl  glorious  and  interefting  at- 
tribute is  mercy. — After  taking  a  fhort  re- 
view of  thefe  feveral  topics,  I  fhall  ftrengthen 
the  general  argument  to  this  duty,  by  point- 
ing out  the  caufes  that  mofl  commonly  cre- 
ate diffentions  in  fociety,  and  fliewing  their 
infufficiency  to  juilify  the  lafling  and  un- 
chriflian  reientments  which  too  often  grow 
out  of  them. 

I.  In  the  firfl  place,  it  im.plies  a  difpofi- 
tion generous  and  noble  in  itfelf,  and  fitted 
to  attract  refpect  from  the  world. 
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All  blind  and  violent  movements  of  the 
paffions  are  unworthy  of  our  nature.  The 
true  glory  of  a  rational  mind  is  to  fubmit 
all  its  actions  to  the  calm  and  temperate  go- 
vernment of  reafon.    There  is  a  dignity  in 
being  able  to  command  our  feelings,  and 
our  conduct  in  the  moft  critical  fituations, 
which  is  calculated  equally  to  engage  the 
efteem  of  others,  and  to  gain  the  approba- 
tion of  our  own  hearts. — Where  indeed, 
do  we  find  the  moft  vindictive  difpofitions  ? 
Is  it  not  commonly  in  thofe  who  are  m.oft 
feeble  both  in  body  and  in  mind  ?  But,  in 
proportion  as  the  foul  is  raifed  by  noble 
and  fublime  fentiments,  is  confcious  of  a  true 
courage,  and  can  reft  upon  itfelf,  the  lefs  is 
it  prone  to  this  bafe  and  degrading  vice.— 
The  pufillanimous  are  revengeful  as  well 
as  cruel. 

Thofe  who  admire,  without  choice,  the 
manners  of  the  world  have  been  pleafed  to 
fay  that  the  mildnefs  and  forbearance  of 
chriftian  charity  is  calculated  to  invite  in- 
juries ;  and,  being,  in  many  inftances,  con- 
trary to  the  eftabliihed  maxims  of  honor, 
muft  onlv  lead  to  dilVrace.    Let  us  examine 

J  o 

thefe  afiertions.   -I  do  not  ach  ocate  a  weak 

I  i 
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good-nature,  void  of  fenfibility  and  energy 
of  charafter— but,  if  prudence,  and  propri- 
ety of  manners  be  united  to  a  benevolence 
of  temper  ever  ready  to  do  good — and  a 
gentlenefs  always  cautious  of  giving  offence, 
rarely  will  we  fee  examples  of  that  innate 
malignity  that  is  difpcfed  to  purfue  worth 
of  this  kind  -with  -injuftice,  or  to  vilify  it  by 
infult.  Even  vicious  men  look  with  refpect 
on  goodnefs  fupported  with  dignity.  If, 
here  and  there,  fuch  an  atrocious  fpirit 
fliould  be  found,  his  injuftice  will  .be  return- 
ed upon  his  own  head  by  the  general  indig- 
nation of  fociety.  Befides,  religion,  in  caies 
of  prefiing  and  immediate  aggrcfiion,  for- 
bids not  the  facred  rights  of  i'elf-defence. 
And,  in  every  cafe,  it  permits  and  requires 
a  good  man  to  place  himfelf  under  the  guar- 
dian power  of  the  laws  of  his  country,  both 
for  protection,  and  for  reparation.  The 
law  is  without  paiTions.  And  the  repara- 
tion of  wTongs,  which  is  due  to  the  weal  of 
fociety,  has  nothing  in  it  in  common  with 
the  revenging  of  injuries. 

V>  ith  regard  to  thofe  falfe  and  frivolous 
maxims  of  honor,  invented  in  barbarous 
times,  and  adopted  by  frivolous  and  barba- 
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rous  men  v/ho  rarely  have  any  other  claim 
to  merit,  more  real  glory  and  more  public 
efteem  will  arife  from  being  fuperior  to 
them,  than  from  complying  with  them. — 
We  lee  them  daily  g^^ng  into  difufe  as  To- 
ciety  progrefi'es  in  refmefnenr.  That  affec- 
tation of  meeknefs,  indeed,  that  fprings 
from  pufillanimity  is  a  character  that  de- 
ferves  to  be  defpifed.  And  much  of  the  re- 
proach that  has  been  poured  upon  thofe, 
v/ho,  in  the  llile  of  the  world,  haz^e  not  pro- 
perly refented  ivmrics,  has  ariien  from  their 
own  weak  and  unequal  conduft.  Ralh  e- 
nough,  perhaps,  to  give  offence,-  it  feems  to 
be  a  pretended  principle  that  reflrains  them 
from  anfvvering  for  it.  True  piety  is  unof- 
fending, as  well  as  averfe  from  conientions. 
And  then,  if,  on  other  ocrafions  permitted 
and  approved  by  religion,  as  in  defending 
the  innocent,  in  proteding  the  helplefs,  in 
fulfilling  a  hazardous  duty,  a  proper  ardor 
and  firmnefs  of  mind  have  been  difplayed, 
no  reproach  can  be  incurred  for  a6ting  on 
chriffian  principles,  and  being  fuperior  to 
an  unroafonable  culrom.  It  v/as  an  excel- 
lent reply  made  by  a  brave  ofiicer  to  one 
\vho  had  challenged  him  to  fingle  com.bat- 
You  know  I  am  not  afraid  to  die — I  am 
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afraid  only  to  fin.  If  you  widi  to  bring  our 
perfonal  courage  to  the  proof,  I  invite  you 
to  {hew,  in  the  approaching  battle,  which 
of  us  will  lead  our  troops  with  the  greateft 
bravery  to  the  char^^e."  And  many  weak 
minds  there  are  \v4io  are  capable  of  putting 
their  lives  to  hazard  in  a  fudden  impulfe  of 
rage,  or  urged  by  the  fear  of  lhame,  who 
are  not  able  to  encounter  great  and  real 
dangers  vrith  coolnefs  and  intrepidity  at  the 
call  of  duty.  The  principles  of  a  pretend- 
ed honor  are  difgraced  by  their  origin ;  and 
they  are  difgraced  by  the  vain,  the  ignorant, 
and  impetuous  men  who  acl  upon  them. — 
Where,  indeed,  are  thofe  doughty  combats 
of  honor  moll  frequently  found  ?  Is  it  not  at 
the  end  of  bacchanalian  debauches  in  w^hich 
men  have  given  up,  not  only  the  true  glory, 
but  almoft  the  charafter  of  human  nature? 
Is  it  not  at  belt  in  thofe  moments  of  blind  in- 
temperate paffion  in  which  man  is  no  longer 
rational  ?  Real  honor  lies  in  the  com.mand 
of  our  paffions. 

Thefe  are  not  profeflional  decla*mings, 
and  the  narrovv'  rules  of  a  religious  fpirit  at 
variance  with  human  nature,  and  the  com- 
mon fcntiments  of  mankind.    If  the  celef- 
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tial  purity  of  the  gofpt  1  of  peace— if  the 
divine  majefly  of  truth  can  receive  fupport 
from  earth,  they  will  find  it  in  the  opinions 
and  the  conduct  of  the  wifeR  and  the  bra- 
vell  men  of  antiquity.  That  illuRrious 
patriot  who  Was  the  gtery  of  the  Roman 
Senate,  and  whofe  integrity  and  virtue 
were  proverbial  in  Rome^'  had  it  for  a 
rnaxim  that  i^e  ought  to  pardon  the  faults 
of  every  other  V/ian,  hut  never  our  ozon,'''  A 
philolopher^t  v/ho  aftervv'-ards  laid  dov/n 
his  life  with  dignity,  in  conlequence  of  a 
moft  unjuit  perfecution,  lias  pronounced 
that  revenge  is  inhuman,  however  it  be 
authorifed  by  a  pernicious  cuMom.  On 
the  other  liand,  fays  he,  how  refpeciable  is 
a  man  who  is  incapable  of  being  penetra- 
ted by  any  weapon,  or  being  hurt  by  inju- 
ry or  reproach  i"  When  a  king  of  SpartaJ 
once  faid  it  is  the  office  of  a  good  prince 
to  confer  favors  on  his  friends,  and  inflitt 
punifhments  on  his  enemies" — how  much 
better  would  it  be,  replied  Socrates,  to  do 
good  to  your  friends,  and  to  make  friends 
of  your  enemies      One  cf  the  .greateil,  and 

*  The  cider  Cuto. 
'i'  Seneca. 
jL  Clecmcnes. 
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certainly  the  moft  philofophic  of  the  Ro 
man  emperors^  has  exprcfied  thefe  juft  and 
noble  fentiments — does  any  one  treat  me 
"with  contumely  or  contempt  ?  Be  the  dif- 
grace  his  own — mv  iiudy  fhall  ever  be  to 
do  nothing  that  Tlefcrves  to  be  dcfpifed. 
Does  he  chcrilh*  againll  me  an  iinjuit  ha- 
tred ?  It  is  his  fault.    It  (hall  be  always  my 
endeavour  to  be  good,  gentle,  humane,  and 
bencuccnt,  and  to  ihew  him  no  other  exam- 
ples but  thofe  of  moderation  and  patience.'"' 
Thus  do  the  maxims  and  the  conduct  of 
thefe  great  m^en,  refute  the  falfe  notions 
fabricated  by  revenge  and  pride.  Although 
it  is  beyond  the  fphere  of  ordinary  chrif- 
tians  to  emulate  philofophers,  and  heroes 
in  the  lame  of  then*  writings,  or  the  glory 
of  their  atchievements,  yet  is  it  in  the  pow- 
er of  the  humbled  believer  in  Chriit  to 
rival,  and  even  to  furpafs  them  in  the  ad- 
mirable fpirit  of  their  morals. 

As  philofophy  has  recommended,  fo  the 
univerfal  and  unhiafFed  voice  of  hiftory 
ferves  to  confirm  thefe  high  and  noble  prin- 
ciples, and  to  add  force  to  the  precepts  of 

*  Llarcus  Antcninus. 
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the  gofpel  itfelf.  It  every  where  records 
the  praifcs  of  thofe  fublime  fpirits  who,  hav- 
ing their  enemies  in  their  power,  and  being 
able  to  crufh  them  in  a  moment,  have 
quenched  all  their  refentments  againft  them, 
and  even  loaded  them  with  favours.  It 
covers  with  infamy,  and  holds  up  to  the  exe- 
cration of  pofterity  thofe  ferocious  and  vin- 
diftive  monllers  who  would  expiate  with 
blood,  or  purfue  with  plunder,  oppref- 
fion,and  chains  the  (lighteil  offences  againft 
their  pride.  Thefe  are  demons  fent  forth 
to  vex  the  peace  of  the  world — thofe  are 
the  gods  of  the  earth,  and  benefactors  of 
mankind.  All  ages  vie  in  extolling  their 
glory,  and  pronounce  their  names  with  in- 
creafing  admiration. 

Our  own  hearts  on  this  fubjeft,  warmly 
confirm  the  verdift  of  hiftory.  With  what 
exquifite  emotions  we  behold  David  in  the 
tent  of  Saul  When  he  could,  in  one 
moment,  have  taken  ample  vengeance  oa 
that  ful'picious  tyrant  for  all  the  perfecu- 
tions  he  endured  from  him,  and,  by  the 
fame  blow  have  placed  himfclf  upon  his 


*  I.  Samuel  xxvl. 
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throne  fee  him  generoufly  fpare  his  life, 
and  reftrain  the  ardor  of  his  indignant  fol- 
lowers who  preffed  to  avenge  their  mader ! 
Not  lefs  amiable  docs  he  appear  when,  after 
the  death  of  his  cruel  enemy,  he  enquires 
if  there  yet  remain  any  branch  of  the 
houfe  of  Saul,  that  he  rriay  do  him  good. 
On  the  other  hand,  had  he  ftained  his  hands 
with  the  blood  even  of  that  faiihlefs  prince 
— had  he  afterwards  remembered  his  crimes 
to  retaliate  them  on  his  poilerity,  David, 
now  the  pride  of  hiftory  and  of  religion, 
would  have  become  the  objeft  of  our  de- 
teftation. — Thus  do  the  native  fentiments 
of  the  human  heart  contradicl  thofe  cruel 
maxims  of  revenge  fo  often  in  the  mouths 
of  men.  They  atteft  the  elevation  and 
grandeur  of  thofe  principles  of  forgivenefs 
and  charity  inculcated  in  the  gofpel. 

2.  The  meek  and  forgiving  fpirit  of  a 
chriRian  tends,  in  the  next  place,  to  pro- 
mote  his  inward  tranquility  and  peace. 

The  heart  rufFied  and  agitated  with  tur- 
bulent and  furious  paffions  cannot  be  happy. 


II.  Gamuel  ix. 
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Happinefs  dwells  only  with  a  ferene  mind, 
and  a  benevolent  temper.  Gloomy  pro- 
jetls  of  revenge  difquiet,  and  fill  it  with 
bitternefs.  Corroded  by  chagrin,  inflamed 
by  rage,  or  devoured  by  bale  and  fecret 
plans  of  treachery  it  is  equally  a  ftranger 
to  peace. — Is  the  objeft  of  your  enmity 
raifed  above  you  fo,  that  the  fliafts  of  your 
malice  cannot  reach  hira?  What  vexation 
gnaws,  what  impotent  fury  fwells  the  bo- 
Ibm  ! — Are  your  beft  concerted  fchemes  of 
vengeance  fruUrated  by  fome  nnforefeen 
accident  ?  Or  are  they,  by  the  wifdom  and 
prudence  of  your  adverfary,  turned  upon 
yovir  own  head?  What  confufion  and 
{bame  !— But  you  have  been  fuccefsful — • 
you  have  humbled  him  by  difgrace — you 
have  crufhed  him  by  your  pov/er — you 
have  made  him  feel  the  weight  of  your  re- 
fentment — are  thefe  gratifications  that,  in 
a  calm  hour,  you  can  review  with  fatisfac- 
tion  ?  No — when  the  pafiions  fubfide,  and 
reafon  refumes  its  empire,  the  work  of  ven- 
geance always  affords  food  for  painful  re- 
flection. The  maxim  that  revcnee  is  fweet 
is  a  maxim  only  of  the  pairions— It  15  falfe. 
If,  in  the  dark  moment  of  accompliihing  its 
guilty  purpofe  a  diabolical  pleafure  gleams 

I^  1*. 
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acrofs  the  mind,  the  tranfient  flafli,  leaves 
the  cloud  that  covers  it  afterwards  only  the 
more  black  and  heavy.  Hardly  could  a 
man  invent  for  his  enemy  a  punifhment 
more  cruel  than  that  with  which  revenge 
torments  himfelf.  It  is  a  cockatrice  that 
flings  the  bofom  that  has  given  it  life. 
Vexed  by  anxious  fufpicions,  tolfed  by  im- 
patient defires,  the  hated  image  of  his  ene- 
my is  continually  before  his  eyes — it  haunts 
him  in  the  day,  and  defpoils  of  their  reft 
even  the  hours  allotted  to  repofe. — See  the 
reftlefs  movements,  the  convulfed  bofom, 
the  inflamed  countenance,  the  pale  and 
quivering  lips,  the  dark  and  rancorous  vif- 
age  of  revenge,  and  fay  if  happinels  can 
refide  there.  Above  all,  when  vengeance 
thirfts  to  drink  the  blood  of  its  enemy, 
what  direful  ftorms,  what  avenging  furies 
does  it  excite  in  the  breaft,  after  this  horrid 
appetite  is  fated  !  Then  the  fpeftres  of 
murder  fhoot  before  the  terrified  fancy — 
then  confcience  thunders  at  the  bottom  of 
the  foul.  Heaven  above  appears  in  wrath, 
and  Hell  beneath  feems  to  augment  her 
flames,  and  expand  her  jaws  to  receive  to  a 
more  fearful  doom  than  that  of  other  fin- 
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ners,  the  wretch  who  defcends  into  it  all 
covered  with  his  brother's  blood. 

If  your  coiP.panion,  or  your  friend  falls 
by  the  murderous  w^eapon  oi  honor,  that 
prollituted  name  for  pnde  and  vengeance, 
does  a  lefs  degree  of  mifery  follow  this 
deed  ?  Will  not  the  rank  crime  of  blood 
Hill  harrow  up  the  recolleftion?  Will  not 
the  broken  ties  of  friendfiiip  fall  drop  with 
gore  before  the  melancholy  and  troubled 
mind  ?  After  humanity  has  recovered  from 
the  frenzy  of  paffion,  can  it  look  on  the 
deep  affliftion  of  bereaved  parents — per- 
haps, on  the  anguim  of  a  frantic  wife,  and 
the  cries  and  tears  of  helplefs  orphans  call- 
ing for  their  loft  father,  and  not  execrate 
the  impious  deed  ?  Will  not  the  profound 
griefs,  and  the  heavy  curfe  of  fo  many  dif- 
tracted  mourners  light  upon  the  foul  like  a 
peililential  breath,  and  blaft  all  the  remain- 
ing years  of  life  ? — Ah  !  revenge,  however 
it  may  be  difguifcd,  or  fanftioned  by  the 
guilty  manners  of  the  world,  is  the  cruel 
poifoner  of  human  happinefs.    It  is  daily 
filling  the  earth  with  crmies,  and  is  the  pa- 
rent of  half  the  miferies  that  aSiid  mankind- 
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On  the  other  hand,  the  gentle  fpirit  of 
forgivenefs,  which  is  the  perfection  of  chari- 
ty, preferves  a  conftant  ferenity  in  the  foul, 
and  faves  it  from  thofe  rude  tern  pelts  that 
v/ould  neceffarily  deflroy  its  peace.  ^It  im- 
parts to  the  mind  the  high  conicioufnefs  of 
approaching  the  fummit  of  virtue  by  the 
command  which  it  holds  over  all  the  paf- 
fions.  By  quenching  the  firft  [parks  Oi  di- 
vifion  and  diforder,  it  becomes  one  of  the 
moft  powerful  principles  of  focial  union 
and  happinefs.  Where  it  reigns,  a  peace 
and  order  reigns  refembling  Heaven,  Be- 
hold how  good,  and  how  pleafant  it  is  for 
brethren  to  dwell  together  in  unity.  It  is 
as  the  dew  of  Hermon  ;  as  the  dew  that 
defcended  upon  the  mountains  of  Zion ; 
for  there  the  Lord  commanded  the  blelhng, 
even  life  forevermore."'^  This  exalted  fpi- 
rit of  charity  is  connefted  vrith  the  belt  and 
happieft  attentions  of  the  human  heart. 
Nay,  afcending  far  above  human  nature,  it 
derives  its  origm  from  that  eternal  fount  in 
of  love  which  is  the  fource,  and  the  center 
of  union  among  all  intelligent  beings.  The 
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temper  of  forgivenefs  towards  our  enemies 
exercifed  from  the  delightful  coiiRraints  of 
divine  love,  as  well  as  from  the  confidcra- 
tion  ofihofe  dear  and  tender  claims  v/hich 
mankind  have  upon  us,  by  being  partakers 
of  the  fame  nature,  and  heirs  of  the  fame 
frailties  with  ourfelves,  yields  the  heart  a 
perpetual  fpring  of  the  mofl  pure  and  tran- 
quil fatisfattions.  Its  pleafures  are  an  in- 
finite overbalance  for  aU  the  facrifices 
which  fo  arduous  a  duty  requires.  And  it 
is  perhaps,  the  beft  culture  by  which  to  pre- 
pare the  foul  for  that  perfefl:  love,  and  thofc 
immortal  unions  that  lhall  take  place  in  the 
celeitial  Hate. 

o.  The  highefl  recommendation  of  this 
evangelical  difpofition  is,  that  it  eiffimilates 
man  to  that  lirli  and  perfeft  Being  whofe 
moft  glorious  attribute  is  mercy.  Love 
your  enemies,  faith  the  blelfed  Saviour,  and 
do  good  to  them  that  hate  you,  that  you 
may  be  the  children  of  your  Father  v/ho  is 
in  Heaven  ;  for  he  maketh  his  fun  to  rife  on 
the  evil  and  on  the  good,  and  fendeth  rain  on 
the  juft,  and  on  the  unjufl:."'^    The  univer- 


*  Matthew  v.  45. 
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fal  goodnefs  of  the  Creator  is  the  moPi  fub- 
lime  example  for  the  imitation  of  man. 
Every  moment  he  is  OxTended  by  human 
folHes  and  crimes ;  yet,  every  moment,  he 
fhowers  on  the  offenders  nothing  but  blef- 
fmgs.  The  rain  fertihzes  their  nelds — the 
fun  brings  the  fruits  of  the  earth  to  maturi- 
ty for  their  ufe.  To  guilty  man  every  fun 
that  rifcs  upon  him  in  peace,  and  even  eve- 
ry herb  that  fprings  for  his  benefit  or  plea- 
fure  Ihould  be  a  monitor  to  remind  him  of 
that  benignity  and  forbearance  which  he 
ought  to  exercife  towards  thofe  who  have 
offended  him.  Does  not  every  moment  of 
a  life  prolonged  to  him  by  divine  mercy 
demonllrate  the  injuftice  of  hatred  and  re- 
venge ?  Shall  a  frail  and  miferable  w^orm 
thiril  for  vengeance  when  that  Almighty 
Being  to  whom  alone  it  belongs  forbears 
to  execute  it  Be  ye,  therefore,  perfed, 

as  your  Father  who  is  in  Heaven  is  per- 
fecl  'f — that  is,  in  the  language  of  another 
evangeliff,  "  be  merciful  as  he  is  merci- 
ful."t 


*  St.  Cyprian, 
t  Matthew  V.  48. 
i  Luke  vi.  36. 
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But  the  mofl:  interefting  motive  for  the 
cuhivation  of  this  temper  is  to  be  drawn 
from  the  great  a6l  of  divine  mercy  in  the 
crofs  of  Chrift.       God  commendeth  his 
love  to  us  in  that  while  we  were  yet  ene- 
mies Chrift  died  for  us.*    Behold  that  blcf- 
fed  viftim  who,  having  lived  with  meeknefs 
amidft  innumerable  infults  and  reproaches, 
died  with  a  fweetnefs  and  patience  v/orthy 
the  image  and  the  organ  of  the  divine  love 
to  man !    While  fmners  were  pouring  up- 
on him  their  curfes,  he  fiieds  upon  them 
his  bleffings.    While  they  were  multiplying 
on  his  facrcd  perfon  the  moft  cruel  outrages^ 
with  infinite  benignity  he  pronounces  their 
forgivenefs,  and  even  makes  the  apology  of 
their  crimes — "  Father !  forgive  them,  for 
they  know  not  what  they  do.''+  Ah !  chrif- 
tians !  what  an  example  to  us  whofe  fins 
were  obliterated  by  that  aft  !  It  is  calculat- 
ed to  touch  the  deepsft  fprings  of  the  foul. 
Can  we  hear  his  gracious  voice  and  not  ex- 
tinguifh  every  hateful  and  m.alignant  paffion 
which  pride  has  enkindled  in  the  heart  ? 
Can  zoe  be  the  fubje£ls  of  divine  forgivenefs^ 


*  Rom.  V.  8. 
t  Luke  xxiii.  34. 
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and  {hall  we  not  be  willing  alfo  to  forgive? 
"  Let  therefore,  all  bitternefs,  and  wrath, 
and  anger,  and  clamour,  and  evil-fpeaking 
be  put  away  from  you,  with  all  malice. — 
And  be  ye  kind  one  to  another,  tender 
hearted,  forgiving  one  another,  even  as 
God,  for  Chrill's  fake  hath  forgiven  you."t 

The  reafonablenefs  of  this  duty  will  be- 
come flill  more  apparent  from  confidering 
the  infufiicient  grounds  of  thofe  averfions 
and  refentments  that  mofl  frequently  dif- 
turb  the  harmony  of  fociety — they  are  con- 
tradictions to  our  opinions — offences  to  our 
pride — oppofition  to  our  pleafures  or  inter- 
eRs — injuUice  to  our  character  and  reputa- 
tion. 

The  moft  innocent  differences  of  opinion 
have  often  given  rife  to  implacable  diffen- 
tions  between  various  parties  ;  and  their 
minds,  foured,  irritated  and  inflamed, 
break  afundcr,  the  gentle  and  holy  bands  of 
humanity  and  charity.  It  feems  as  if  the 
felf-love  of  m>cn  took  their  judgment  under 
its  protection  with  peculiar  fondnefs.  Each 
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one  is  difpofed  to  make  his  own  reafon  the 
ftandard  for  others  not  only  in  political 
and  religious  tenets,  but  even  in  the  man- 
agement of  the  moft  common  affairs,  and 
is  ottended  at  thofe  differences  that  mufl 
ever  neceffarily  fpring  out  of  the  imperfec- 
tion of  human  nature.  They  are  imputed 
to  malignity,  to  corruption  of  heart,  to 
every  unworthy  caufe  that  can  juftify  our 
refentment.  Alas  !  how  unbecoming  are 
conclunons  of  this  kind  to  wife  men  who 
underlland  the  narrow  limits  of  human  rea- 
fon, and  the  infinite  prepofleiiions  of  the 
human  heart  that  give  a  bias  to  opinion  ! 
Genuine  wifdom  fcarches  for  truth  with 
candor,  and  embraces  it  with  firmncfs  in 
proportion  to  its  evidence;  but, at  the  fame 
time,  has  forbearance  for  the  weak,  has  tol- 
erance for  the  prejudiced,  and  knows  no 
other  weapons  for  the  defence  or  propaga- 
tion of  its  opinions  but  thofe  of  perfuahon 
and  conviction. 

Other  grounds  of  refentment  are  found 
in  thofe  offences  to  pride  and  felf-efteem 
that  are  fo  often  given  in  the  intercourfe  of 
fociety. 

LI 
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Not  to  mention  that  the  infolence  and: 
difdain  of  the  rich,  and  the  envy  and  jeal- 
oufy  of  the  poor,  which  are  frequently  the 
caufes  of  mutual  hatred  and  injuftice,  are 
equally  the  fruits  of  an  ignorant  pride  that 
has  not  learned  to  reft  merit  on  its  true 
foundations,  the  influence  of  this  unholy 
and  uncharitable  principle  is  daily  appear- 
ing on  the  moft  ordinary  and  frivolous  oc- 
cafions.  The  diiferent  circles  into  which 
accident  or  choice  has  arranged  fociety  are 
^  made  the  grounds  of  a  thoufand  little  inju- 
ries that  are  fuffeved  to  ferment  in  the  breaft, 
and  to  deftroy  their  mutual  candor.  The 
circum.ftance  alone  of  being  connected  with 
different  parties,  or  moving  in  different 
fpheres  is  apt  to  touch  the  pride  of  infirm 
minds.  You  have  not  obtained  that  rank 
in  particular  companies,  you  have  not  re- 
ceived that  attention  from  certain  perfons 
which  you  thought  was  your  due — you  have 
perceived  in  them  a  refervedor  haughty  air, 
you  have  feen  a  fufpicious  glance,  you  have 
obferved  a  difdainful  fmile.  Hence  arife 
animofities,  hatreds,  complaints.  Society  is 
diilurbed  with  your  refentments.  Yet, 
-when  the  caufe  is  examined,  perhaps  it  ex- 
ifts  only  in  your  own  fufpicions.    If  it  has 


The  Forgivenefs  of  Injuries,  267 


a  foundation,  the  evil  is  aggravated  by  the 
jealoufy  of  pride.  But,  be  the  oifence  as 
great  as  your  felf-!ove  has  painted  it,  is  it  a 
ground  on  which  you  (hould  violate  to- 
wards your  neighbour  all  the  precious  char- 
ities of  religion  ?  A  wife  man,  acquainted 
with  the  world,  fliould  remember  how  of- 
ten thefe  appearances  are  miftaken—a  good 
man,  pitying  the  v/eaknefs  that  would  offer 
him  an  unmerited  infult,  fhould  be  content- 
ed, like  the  Roman  Emperor,  to  do  nothing 
4:hat  deferves  to  be  deipifed.*^ 

Repeated  and  pointed  oppofitlons  to  our 
interells  or  pleafures,  as  they  are  hard  to  be 
borne  by  the  frailty  of  human  nature,  are 
too  often  efteemed  a  juftification  of  the 
revengeful  paffions.  How  can  I  love  the 
man,  you  fay,  v;ho,  on  ^all  occafions,  fets 
himfelf  againft  me  ?  How  can  I  forgive  the 
malice  that  is  perpetually  thwarting  my  de- 
figns,  and  defeating  my  beft  founded  hopes? 
Remember  that  you  fee  his  atiions  only 
through  the  medium  of  refentments  that 
difcolour  all  their  objects.  The  malice 
^hich  you  impute  to  him  may  be  nothing 
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more  than  a  fuccefsful  rivalfliip,  and  tb^ 
moft  lawful  ufe  of  his  own  rights.  His  in- 
terference with  your  purfuits  may  have  been 
wholly  accidental,  a  thing  without  any  un- 
friendly defign.  Yet  your  felf-love  repre- 
fents  it  as  a  cruel  and  intentional  injur)\ 
Ah  !  how  unjuft  are  your  fufpicions  both  to 
yourfelf  and  to  him !  But,  were  he  an  ene- 
my lhall  you  add  to  the  injury  he  has  alrea- 
dy done  you,  one  ftill  greater,  by  wounding 
your  own  peace,  and  putting  in  hazard 
your  eternal  falvation  ?  How  much  more 
■worthy  of  a  chrillian  would  it  be  to  be  fu- 
perior  to  evil  by  the  force  of  divine  love, 
and,  in  the  riches  and  glory  of  your  celeL 
tial  inheritance,  to  be  able  to  forget  all  the 
inferior  injuries  of  time. 

Finally,  another  caufe  of  thofe  bitter  and 
uncharitable  refentments  that  fo  often  dif- 
<}uiet  the  peace  of  the  world,  is  to  be  found 
in  the  tales  and  whifpers  that  are  continu- 
ally ftealing  through  fociety,  like  an  infec- 
tious air,  and  poifoning  the  fources  of  its  ^ 
happinefs. — That  perfon,  you  fuppofe,  has 
done  injuftice  to  your  reputation,  or  fpokcn 
of  you  with  contempt  or  flight.  This  may 
be  a  mifreprefentation  as  unjuft  to  him  as 
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to  you.  It  may  be  the  work  of  that  ever 
brooding  {ufpicion  only  that  hatches  in  the 
fancy  nothing  but  fcorpions  to  fting  and  de- 
ftroy  its  own  peace.  It  may  be  merely  the 
tale  of  inconfiderate  and  talkative  perfons 
who  are  continually J cattering  through Jocieiy 
firebrands,  arroics,  and  death,  and  then  fay^ 
like  the  madman,  is  it  not  in  Jport  ? — Per- 
haps it  has  been  infinuated  to  you  by  de- 
figningmen,  who  delight  in  the  miichiefs 
they  create,  or  by  faife  ' friends  Vv^ho  ftudy 
only  to  recommend  themfelves  by  a  pre- 
tended and  omcious  zea^l  for  you. — If  he 
has  fpoken  againft  you,  may  it  not  have 
been  the  effetl  of  inconuderation  which  in- 
nocence does  not  feel,  and  to  which  generof- 
ity  oftem.per  v/ill  be  fuperior  ?  May  it  not 
have  been  occaiioned  by  the  influence  of 
pernicious  flandcrers  and  tale  bearers  who 
have  prepofleffed  and  foured  his  mind  ?  A 
weaknefs  which,  a  good  man  will  pity  and 
excufe.  May  it  not  have  arifen  from  dark 
and  fufpicious  circumftances  in  your  own 
conduft  which  you  have  not  condefcended 
to  explain  ?  Have  you  not,  Vvith  too  much 
pride,  cbferved  a  certain  diilance  and  re- 
lerve  with  regard  to  thcfe  circumftances 
that  leaves  fufpicion  to  imprefs  upon  them 
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its  darkeft  colours  ?  A  great  wit  once  faid, 
it  is  neceffary  for  mankind  only  to  con- 
verfe  together  freely  every  day  to  make 
them  all  of  one  religion."  With  much 
greater  truth  might  it  be  faid  that  a  free 
and  candid  intercourfe  would  make  them 
all  friends. 

But,  admit  that  he  has  flandered,  that  he 
lias  reproached  you,  and  that  you  have 
found  in  him  the  certain  proofs  of  an  un- 
reafonable  enmity,  how  ought  a  chriftiau 
to  retaliate  and  refute  fuch  unworthy  char- 
ges ?  Not  by  failing  into  the  fame  faults — 
not  by  bitternefs,  and  clamor,  and  wrath. 
Thefe  are  unholy  weapons,  and  are  ufually 
the  evidences  of  a  weak  and  vulnerable  cha- 
racter in  thofe  who  ufe  them.  A  mild  and 
amiable  dii'pofition,  a  prudent  and  virtuous 
condufl  is  the  beft  refutation  of  every  ca- 
lumny to  the  world.  And,  with  regard  to 
him,  the  dignity  of  meeknefs  and  filence  will 
humble  him  infinitely  more  than  any  refent- 
ments,  which  tend  only  to  gratify  his  pride, 
and  to  give  him  a  malicious  confequence  in 
his  own  efteem,  by  feeing  his  power  to  dif- 
turb  your  repofe. 
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Upon  the  whole  view  of  the  fubje£l,  how 
amiable  as  a  rule  of  conduft,  is  the  chrif- 
tian  law  of  forgivenefs  and  charity  !  It  con- 
tains in  it  the  fubHmeft  philofoph)%as  well  as 
the  principles  of  the  molt  intereiting  civili- 
ty and  politenefs  of  manners.  Not  only 
does  it  prohibit  contention  and  hoflility,  but 
all  thofe  rude  and  unfriendly  paffions  that 
difturb  the  harmony  of  fociety — nay^ 
"  whofoever  is  angry  with  his  brother  with- 
out a  caufe,"  violates  its  mild  and  benevo- 
lent fpirit.  If  all  men  would  fubmit  their 
paffions  and  their  aflions  to  its  gentle  con- 
troul,  it  would  fpeedily  render  the  world^ 
now  filled  with  diforder  and  w^ith  crimes,  an 
image  of  the  peace  and  felicity  of  Heaven^ 
I  am  aware  there  are  delicate  fituations  in- 
to which  a  man  may  be  thrown,  which  wili 
render  obedience  to  this  law,  the  laft  ef- 
fort of  felf-command.  But  no  virtue  can 
be  perfefted  without  an  effort — no  victory 
can  be  gained  without  a  conflift.  Let  it  be 
remembered  that  the  greater  the  obftacles 
are  which  you  overcome,  the  richer  will  be 
your  crown  in  the  regions  of  immortal 
peace.  The  duty  is  of  the  higheft  importance, 
and  it  will,  from  the  impartial  judge  of  all, 
receive  a  proponionable  reward*— If  it  u 
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diScult,  it  is  not  impoiTible.  And  it  be- 
c-omes  a  chriilian  continually  to  implore,  at 
the  throne  of  divine  grace,  thofe  aids  of  the 
Holy  Spirit  that  vrill  enable  him  to  culti- 
vate and  bring  it  to  perfection. 

.  In  order  to  avoid  contention  and  wrath, 
cultivate  a  meek  and  benevolent  temper. — 
"  As  much  as  in  you  lieth,  live  peaceably 
v»^ith  all  men."  Maintain  an  inoffenfive 
commerce  with  the  world.  Let  every  kind 
and  delicate  attention  mark  your  intercourfe 
with  your  friends  and  companions.  Be 
ready,  without  envy  or  coldnels,  to  render 
juftice  to  their  good  qualities — interpret 
with  candor  their  doubtful  aflions — treat 
with  indulgence  their  capricious  humors — 
caft  a  mantle  of  love  over  their  infirmities. 
Aid  not  the  (lander,  or  ridicule  thrown  on 
abfent  ch^ratters  ;  but  make  it  your  benevo- 
lent rule  to  defend  tiiem.  Never  lend  an 
ear  to  calumny  ;  nor  lillen  to  the  olhcious 
and  faithlefs  tales  brought  to  you  by  others 
againft  yourfelf,  only  to  difquiet  your  peace- 
Si  ek  not  to  intermeddle  in  affairs  that  are  not 
your  own.  Efpecially,  bev/are  of  prying 
into  the  fecrets  of  families  in  order  to  dif- 
clofe  them.    Never  give  way  to  fudden  im- 
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pulfes  of  pafTion ;  but  check  them  till  you 
have  had  leifure  to  confider  and  reflect. — 
Imitate  the  example  of  the  bleffed  Jefus 
"  who,  when  he  was  he  reviled,  reviled  not 
again,  when  he  fuffered  he  threatened  not."* 
Governed  by  the  maxims  of  prudence  and  - 
benevolence,  rarely  will  you  have  impor- 
tant injuries  to  refent — and  ftill  more  rare- 
ly will  it  not  be  in  your  power  to  curb 
your  refentments,  and  fubdue  your  palTions, 
which  you  have  already  reduced  under  ha- 
bitual controul. 

But,  if,  notwithftanding  the  clear  and  ex- 
plicit law  of  Chrift,  and  fo  many  motives 
to  the  praftice  of  charity  and  mercy  as  the 
gofpel  exhibits,  the  poifon  of  a  revengeful 
temper,  the  gall  of  bitternefs  and  wrath 
ftould  ftill  lodge  at  the  bottom  of  the 
heart,  remember  that  he  who  fiieweth  no 
mercy  fliall  himfelf  meet  with  none  from  a 
juft  and  righteous  God.  Dearly  belov- 
ed, avenge  not  yourfelves.  Vengeance  is 
mine  I  will  repay,  faith  the  Lord."f — 
Haughty  and  vinditlive  fpirits  !  who  vrould 
pluck  from  the  hand  of  the  Almighty  the 

*  Pet.  ii.  22. 
I  Rom.  xii.  19. 
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ballance  and  the  fword,  look  up  to  that  tri- 
bunal where  your  own  judgment  awaits 
vou  ;  and  let  the  awful  majelty  of  divine 
juftice  hun.ble  your  pride,  and  correct  your 
rage.  What  right  have  you  to  encompafs 
the  altars  of  mercy  ?  Vv  kh  what  plea  can 
vou  approach  the  throne  of  grace?  How 
can  you  dare  pronounce  that  prayer  dic- 
tated by  divine  love  in  the  form  of  man — 
forgive  us  our  trefpalies  as  we  forgive 
thofe  who  trrfpafs  agamit  us  !"  Alas !  in  it 
you  imprecate  upon  your  heads  the  moft 
tremendous  curie.  As  you  forgive  thofe 
who  trefpafs  againft  you  !  When  revenge 
ftill  rankles  in  your  heart !  W' hen  you  hate, 
when  you  abhor,  when  you  w^ould  crulh 
your  enemy  in  the  dull!  Jull  God  !  is  not 
tins  to  dem.and  thy  thunders  ?  Is  it  not  to 
tempt,  to  folicit  from  thy  hands  the  flames 
that  are  deitined  to  confume  hardened  and 
impenitent  guilt?  Renounce  then  at  the 
foot  of  the  crofs,  on  which  the  Saviour  died 
for  his  enemies,  ail  malice  and  anger — "  let 
not  the  fun  go  dov/n  upon  your  wrath.'^ 
LxiinguiPii  in  your  hearts  its  unhallowed 
flames.  And  let  no  fires  burn  there  but  the 
holy  tires  of  love  to  God,  and  love  to  man- 
kmd.  AMEN  ! 


DISCOURSE  XL 


ON    THE   PLEASURES    OF  RELIGION. 


Psalms  xix.  ii. 

In  keeping  of  iJicvi  there  is  great  reward, 

HAT  is  the  chief  good  ?  Was  the 
great  inquiry  of  the  ancient  fchooh ; 
and  the  different  anfwers  to  this  queflioh 
formed  the  principal  diilinttions  among  ihe 
various  fefts  of  philofophy.  Happineis  is 
the  end  of  all  the  purfuits  of  men — it  is  the 
objeft  of  all  their  fighs.  Yet  are  they  al- 
moft  ever  difappointed  in  the  means  that 
are  taken  to  obtain  it.  Ti  hey  follow  the 
dictates  of  their  paffions.  And  it  is  not  till 
after  they  have  fought  it  in  vain  through 
every  form  offalfe  pleafure  that  they  come, 
at  length  to  find  it,  where  alone  reaibn  and 
religion  have  concurred  to  place  it  in  obe- 
dience to  God,  and  a  life  of  virtue.  Here 
the  anxious  mind  fiiuls  a  calm  and  fettled 
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peace  which  it  had  not  known,  and  \\'hich 
it  could  not  know  amidfl  the  agitations  of 
the  world — and  here  it  finds  thofe  fublime, 
and  delightful  objects  of  contemplation,  or 
enjoyment  which  alone  are  worthy  of  a  ra- 
tional and  immortal  nature.  Vicious  men 
who  fee  nothing  in  God  but  an  angry  judge, 
the  enemy  of  their  pleafures,  and  w  ho  fee 
nothing  in  religion  but  the  reftraints  which 
it  irapoies  upon  their  favorite  enjoyments, 
are  apt  to  reprefent  it  to  theraielves  as  an 
aultere  fervice,  and  as  drawing  a  deep  fliade 
of  melancholy  and  gloom  over  the  whole  of 
life.  But  a  good  man  who  has  all  his  incli- 
nations regulated  by  the  principles  of  rea- 
fon,  and  the  fpirit  of  piety,  will  hnd,  in  the 
affections  and  the  objects  of  religion,  the 
fources  of  his  fupreme  enjoyment.  He  need 
not  alk,  like  the  difcontented  world,  w^ho 
will  (hew  us  any  good  ?  God  is  his  chief 
good.  And,  in  keeping  his  command- 
ments, there  is  great  reward.'' 

This  reflection  of  the  pfalmifl  might  be 
extended  to  ihew^  the  benehcial  influence  of 
religion  on  all  our  temporal,  as  well  as  our 
eternal  concerns.  A  rational  piety,  unmix- 
ed With  the  exceHes  of  enihufiafm,  or  the 
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gloom  of  fuperfliuon,  contributes  to  the 
iinproveineru  of  ail  the  eliimable  qualities 
both  of  bodv  and  of  mind.  By  freeing 
the  Ibul  from  the  obfcuring  miits  of  fen- 
fual  pafucns,  it  tends  to  enhghten  and  invi- 
gorate thofe  powers,  v;ha.tever  they  may  be, 
with  which  it  iiath  pleafed  the  Creator  to  en- 
dow it.  By  rellraining  pernicious  vices, 
and  by  the  Uioderation  of  the  appetites,  it  isj 
favourable  to  health.  The  poodnefs  and  be- 
nevolence  of  heart  which  real  piety  infpires, 
fheds  an  inimitable  grace  upon  tJie  manners. 
It  gives  a  purity  of  fentnnent,  and  dignity 
of  conduct  that  attracts  eReem  and  confi- 
dence from  the  world,  and  by  the  habits  of 
temperance,  frugality,  induiiry,  and  inte- 
grity wdiich  it  promotes,  it  is  friendly  to  the 
advancement  of  every  temporal  intereft. 

Thefefubjefts  would  bear  an  ample  and 
an  ufeful  iliuiLration.  But  I  purpofe,  in 
this  difcourfe,  to  confine  my  view  to  the 
internal  comforts  that  flow  from  religion. 
It  oilers  the  highell  fatisfaftions  to  tlie 
mind — It  yields  the  pureft  pieafures  to  the 
heart — It  introduces  ferenity  and  peace  into 
the  breait — And  finally,  it  atlords  a  fource 
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of  happinefs  thar  is  always  within  our  pow- 
er, that  is  fecure  from  the  viciHuudes  of  liie^ 
and  that  fhall  be  eternal. 

1.  It  offers  the  higheil  fari^fciftions  to 
the  mind. — The  exercife  of  rcafonand  ima- 
gination, w^hich  are  its  principal  powers,  on 
objects  worthy  their  nature,  are  among  the 
chief,  as  they  are  certainly  among  the  no- 
bled  pleafiires  of  a  thinking  bemg.  To 
live  without  thought,  or  to  em.ploy  its  ener- 
gies on  low  and  degrading  objecls,  is  to  fink 
our  nature,  and  to  rob  it  of  a  fublime  feli- 
city to  which  the  goodnefs  of  the  creator 
had  dellined  it.  And  what  fubjects  are  fo 
great  and  interefting,  and  fo  well  deierve 
to  employ  the  rational  faculti'.s  of  man  as 
thofe  which  religion  prefents  to  his  con- 
templation ?  The  being  and  perfection  of 
the  Deity,  and  his  glorious  works  who  in 
zoifdom  hath  made  them  all — the  ahoniii  ing 
economy  of  our  redemption  through  an 
incarnate  and  a  'fuff  ring  Saviour,  which 
things  the  angels  djire  to  look  mto—lh^ 
nature  of  man,  fo  Ikillfuliy  and  leondjzrf ully 
7/iade — thepcrfeftlaw  of  his  duty — and  his 
prefentand  eternal  dcft'fnations.  On  thefe 
lublime  ideas  vicious  m^en  likevrife  may  em- 
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ploy  their  talents.  But,  not  dire6led  by 
a  fpirit  of  piety,  their  views  are  falfe  and 
narrow,  then'  conclufions  fceptical  and  cold. 
1  hey  perceive  not  that  high  glow  of  delight 
which  a  good  man  feels  who  examines  into 
them  only  that  he  may  adore  God  with  a 
more  profound  fentiment,  and  offer  him  a. 
more  exalted  and  reafonable  fervice. 

Imagination,  alfo  derives  its  mcft  eleva- 
ting and  dehghtful  exercifes  from  religion. 
Its  proper  held,  and  employment  is  among 
the  works  of  nature,  contemplating  their 
grandeur,  their  wifdom,  and  their  beauty, 
and  inliaming  devotion  by  confidcring  the 
indications  which  they  contam  of  infinite 
power,  intelligence,  and  goodnefs.  Piety 
fees  God  in  all  things  ;  and,  by  its  influence 
on  the'heart,  iheds  a  divine  charm  over  the 
univerfe.  The  holy  pfalmiil,  in  many  of 
his  compofitions,  that  are  as  much  diliin- 
guiflied  by  the  fine  genius  of  poetry  by 
which  they  were  infpired,  as  by  the  fpirit 
of  devotion  v/hich  they  breathe,  gives  us  a 
beautiful  example  of  an  im.aginacion  kin- 
dled, and  a  heart  touched  by  thefe  pious 
views  of  nature.    The  heavens  declare  the 
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glory  of  God,  and  the  firmament  fhev/eth 
his  handy  work. O  Lord  my  God ! 
thou  art  exceeding  great !  thou  art  clothed 
with  honor  and  majeily  !  who  covereil  thy- 
felf  with  light  as  with  a  garment  who  ilretch- 
eft  out  the  heavens  like  a  curtain  !  who  lay- 
eft  the  beams  of  thy  chambers  in  the  wha- 
lers !  w^ho  makeft  the  clouds  thy  chariots  ! 
who  walkeft  upon  the  wrings  of  the  w^ind  ! 
O  Lord !  how  manifold  are  thy  works !  In 
wifdom  thou  haft  made  them  all !  The  earth 
is  full  of  thy  riches  !"t  "  Praife  him  Sun  and 
Moon.  Praife  him  all  ye  ftars  of  light ! 
Praife  him  ye  Heavens  of  Heavens  The 
writings  of  this  author  are  full  of  fuch  divine 
extafies.  A  good  man  cannot  read  them 
without  partaking,  in  fome  meafure,  of  the 
delightful  enthufiafm  by  which  they  were 
infpired.  With  the  fame  fpirit,  likewife, 
contemplates  the  works  of  the  Creator, 
and  often  derives  from  them  the  like  holy 
raptures.  Imagination  and  tafte,  the  four- 
ces  of  fo  many  boafted  pleafures  to  the  re- 
fined and  cultivated  mind,  affbrd  even  to  it 
comparatively  barren  and   frigid  enioy- 

*  Pfalms  Ix.  I. 
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ments  unlefs  they  are  united  with  religion, 
and  warmed  with  its  facred  fires. 

II.  Religion  likewife  yields  the  pureft 
pleafures  to  the  heart. 

The  principal  enjoyments  of  life  are  de- 
rived from  warm  and  regulated  aifeftions. 
We  may  be  faid  to  be  happy  in  proportion 
as  we  love  what  is  worthy  of  the  heart. — 
The  reigning  aff  eftions  of  piety  are  the  love 
of  God,  and  the  love  of  man.    No  principles 
of  happinefs  are  fo  pure  and  excellent  in 
themfelves,  or  fo  ennobling  to  human  na- 
ture.   When  we  turn  our  view"  on  the  divine 
perfection,  can  any  ideas  yield  fo  tranfcen- 
dent  a  pleafure  to  a  virtuous  and  pious 
heart,  as  that  infinite  intelligence  thatfhines 
through  all  the  wonderful  ftrufture  of  na- 
ture,  and  impreffes  its  charafter  on  every 
objeft  that  we  behold — as  that  infinite  be- 
nignity that  fp reads  the  light  of  its  beauty  on 
the  w^hole  face  of  the  world,  and  which  we 
continually  experience  in  the  felicity  of  our 
ow^n  lot — in  a  word,  as  that  infinite  caufe 
of  all  that  is  fublime,  or  excellent  in  the 
univerfe,  that  furrounds  us  wherever  w^e 
go,  and  that  intimately  penetrates  our  be- 


282      On  the  Pleafures  of  Religion, 


ing.  Meditations  on  tliefe  divine  fubjefts 
are  moll  \vorthy  of  a  reafonable  and  im- 
mortal mind  ;  and  they  are  calculated  to 
introduce  into  it  uhe  pureR  confolations^ 
and,  at  fome  precious  and  chofen  moments, 
the  hoHefl:  raptures.  Pious  men,  with  one 
voice,  confefs  that  their  happieft  feafons  are 
thofein  which  they  are  molt  lenfible  of  the 
divine  prefence;  or,  in  which,  approaching 
the  throne  of  God  Vv^ith  an  humble  truil  in 
the  divine  mercy,  they  pour  out  their  fouls 
to  him  in  the  fweet  effufions  of  gratitude 
and  love.  There  be  many  who  fay,  v/ho 
will  fiievr  us  any  good  ?  Lord  !  lift  thou 
up  the  light  of  thy  countenance  upon  us ! 
Thou  halt  put  gladnefs  in  my  heart  more 
than  in  the  time  that  their  corn  and  their 
wine  abounded/'"  "  Whom  have  I  in  hea- 
ven but  thee  !  and  there  is  none  upon  earth 
I  defire  befide  thee  !"t  Thefe  are  not  the 
enjoyments  of  an  unfanftified,  or  of  a  cold 
heart.  But,  when  the  heart  is  renezved  after 
the  image  oj  God,  and  formed  to  the  relilh 
of  divine  truth — Vvdien  it  is  created  anew  in 
Chrijt  Jefiis  inito  gcod.icorks,  and  animated 
by  the  fpirit  of  piety,  it  enjoys  them  with  a 

-  i'.lnis  xlvili. 
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fatisfaclion  not  to  be  delcribed,  and  derives 
from  the  obje61s  of  religion  pleafures  far 
fuperior  to  thofe  that  are  yielded  by  the 
world,  or  that  are  ever  tailed  by  vicious 
men. 

But  the  divine  benignity  to  mankind 
fiiines  moft  confpicuouily  in  a  crucified 
Redeemer.  What  a  fubjeft  of  delight  to  a 
fincere  chriftian  who  feels  his  obli^rations  to 
redeeming  mercy  !  At  the  foot  of  the  crofs 
he  pours  the  floods  of  his  gratitude,  and, 
looking  up  to  the  great  facrince  of  his  fal- 
vation,  he  indulges  the  holy  triumphs  of  im- 
mortal hope,  Eleffed  Jefus  !  what  confo- 
lations  flow  from  thy  love  !  Where  can  the 
world  open  fuch  a  facred  and  inexhaufted 
fountain  of  joy?  ''Whom,  having  not 
feen,  we  love  ;  in  whom  believing  we  rejoice 
with  joy  unlpeakabie  and  full  of  glory/'^^ 

The  next  branch  of  religion  confifts  in 
thofe  kind  affeftions  that  conned  us  with 
mankind.  "  Thou  fhalt  love  thy  neighbour 
as  thyfeif,"  is  one  half  the  law  of  chriftian 
duty,  and  is  the  great  cement  of  chrilliaii 
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fociety.  The  ordin^^ry  intercourfe  of  the 
AV'orld  is  a  cold  commerce  of  interefl:,  or  a 
hypocritical  drama  of  liftitious  feelings. 
And  the  harmony  of  fociety  is  liable  to  be 
frequently  difturbed  and  broken  by  envy, 
malice,  hatred,  emulations,  wrath,  ftrife,  and 
fuch  turbulent  and  malignant  palTions^ 
which  are  equally  painful  to  thofe  who  in- 
dulge them,  and  thofe  againft  whom  they 
are  directed.  True  piety,  which  makes  us 
leel  our  fraternity  with  mankind,  commands 
us  to  extinguiih  all  thofe  felnfh  difpofitions 
which  throw  men  at  a  dillance  from  one 
another.  If  all  men  were  governed  by  its 
benevolent  fpirit,  it  would  transform  this 
hoilile  and  contentious  world  into  an  image 
of  Paradife.  By  the  amiable  reprefentation 
which  the  apoftle  gives  of  this  evangelic 
temper  vre  may  eftimate  its  lovely  and  hap- 
py fruits.  Charity  fuffereth  long  and  is 
kind — charity  envieth  not — charity  vaunt- 
eth  not  itfelf — is  not  puffed  up— doth  not 
behave  itfelf  unfeemly — feeketh  not  her 
own — is  not  eafily  provoked — thinketh  no 
evil — rejoiceth  not  in  iniquity — but  rejoic- 
eth  in  the  truth — beareth  all  things — be- 
lieveth  all  things — hopeth  all  things — en- 
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dureth  all  things."*    Many  of  our  moft 
tender  and  refrelhing  pleafures  arife  out  of 
thofe  kind  affefiions  that  unite  us  to  the 
great  family  of  mankind.    And  heaven,  as 
it  refpefts  our  intercourfe  with  one  another, 
is  but  the  perfeftion  of  thefe  amiable  difpo- 
fitions. — Humanity,  that  meets  in  every 
man  a  brother — Sympathy,  that  enters  with 
warmth  into  the  virtuous  ienfibilities  of 
others — Friendfhip,  that  glows  w^ith  gener- 
ous emotions,  and  binds  us  to  thofe  whom  we 
love  by  the  fineft  ties — Candour,  that  puts 
on  every  dubious  appearance  the  moll  favor- 
able interpretation — Charity,  that  feels  with 
quicknefs  the  diftrefl'es  of  the  unhappy — In- 
tegrity, that  gives  to  all  their  due,  and  is 
unwilling  to  ow^e  any  man  aught  but  love 
— and  Generofity,  that  is  more  than  juft, 
the  benevolent  overflowing  of  the  foul,  are 
principles  of  the  higheil  value,  not  only 
for  their  ufeful  and  happy  efiefts  on  fociety 
but  for  the  fweet  enjoyment  wdiich  they 
yield  to  our  own  bofom. 

The  exercife  of  friendfliip  and  benevo- 
lence to  others  is  the  way  to  enfure  the  like 

*  I.  Corinthians  xlii. 
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returns  from  them.  Or,  if  we  meet  with 
unreafonable  and  malignant  fpirits,  it  is  the 
beft  means  to  efcape,  or  to  render  abortive 
their  injurious  defigns.  How  maiiy  feuds 
might  be  avoided,  and  what  quietnefs  of 
mind  might  be  preferved,  by  a  meeknefs 
and  forbearance  that  cannot  be  provoked 
to  retaliate  the  aggreihons,  and  oifences  of 
unreafonable  m^en?  How  many  wounds 
to  our  own  peace  might  be  prevented  by  a 
gentlenefs  and  humility  that  does  not  un- 
necelTarily  ofiend  the  pride,  or  invite 
the  infolence  of  others  ?  What  pain- 
ful irritations  might  be  allayed,  or  would 
never  be  fuffered  to  rife  in  the  heart,  by  a 
candour  that  is  not  eafily  induced  to  think 
evil,  or  indulge  fufpicions  of  our  neighbour, 
and  by  a  generous  prudence  and  dignity 
of  mind  that  refufes  to  liften  to  the  calum- 
nies of  the  world  ? — If  a  man  v/ould  live 
refpefted  and  efteemed,  and  enjoy  the  ex- 
quifite  pleafure  of  loving,  and  being  belov- 
ed, let  him  early  crulh  in  his  heart  the  feeds 
of  all  unfocial  palTions,  and  cultivate  in  his 
commerce  with  men  the  divine  principles 
of  gentlenefs  and  benevolence. 
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The  fatisfaflions  that  are  derived  from 
this  fpurce  to  a  good  man,  may  be  eftimated 
by  comparing  them  with  the  inquietudes 
that  fpring  from  bitter  and  uncharitable  paf- 
fions.    Pride,  envy,  malice,  fufpicicn,  tor- 
ment the  bofom  in  which  they  dwell.  Jea- 
loufies,  rivalfliips,  ardent  competitions  dif- 
turb  that  ferenity  of  mind  fo  effential  to 
happinefs.    Slanders,  difcords  and  mutual 
injuries  poifon  individual  comfort,  and  tend 
to  rend  fociety  to  pieces.    If  violent  and 
malevolent  tempers  could  attain  all  for 
which  they  contend,  and  moft  fuccefsfully 
deprefs  a  rival,  or  revenge  an  injury,  their 
fatisfaQions  would  be  inHnitely  overballan- 
ced  by  their  pains.    Turbid  and  dark,  at 
beil,  they  refemble  the  malignant  joys  of 
infernal  fpirits. 

As  a  good  man  enjoys  greater  felicity 
than  others  from  the  predominance  of  hu- 
mane and  gentle  diCpofitions  in  his  ovm 
bread,  he  likewife  fuffcrs  lefs  than  tl\e  wrath- 
ful and  refentful,  from  the  injuilice  and  the 
llanders  which  the  envy  or  the  malice  of 
the  world  may  aim  againft  him.  They,  by 
a  rancour  that  envenoms  the  heart,  by  the 
boiling  fury  of  their  rage,  or  by  violent 
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projects  of  vengeance,  pierce  their  own  bo- 
foms  Avith  deeper  \vounds  than  their  ene- 
mies had  it  in  their  power  to  inflift.  He, 
by  an  equanimity  of  temper,  and  dignity  of 
fentiment,  the  fruit  of  confcious  virtue,  pre- 
ferves  a  compofed  and  unruffled  mind.  He 
dwells  above  the  clouds  and  llorms  of  the 
paiTions  that  afflict  the  inferior  world,  and 
enjoys  a  ferene  fl^y.  Even  calumny  the 
cruel  difturber  of  fociety  can  hardly  difcom- 
pofe  his  fettled  tranquility.  Secure  in  his 
own  innocence,  he  can  calmly  leave  to  time 
and  providence  his  vindication.  Nay,  en- 
abled, by  divine  grace,  to  pity  and  forgive 
his  enemies,  he  enjoys,  in  this  heavenly  dif- 
pofuion,  a  fweeter  fatisfaction  than  he  could 
derive  from  the  moft  lliccel'sful  plans  of 
vengeance. 

III.  Religion  is  favorable  to  human  hap- 
pinefs  by  the  ferenity  and  peace  which  it 
introduces  into  the  brcall. 

It  frees  the  foul  from  the  mifrule  of  thofe 
turbulent  and  exceffive  paffions  that  agitate 
the  world  with  a  continual  tempeft.  The 
heart  throw^n  into  tumult  by  ambition,  ava- 
rice, lull,  or  rage,  knows  no  reft.    Even  the 
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attainment  of  its  objeft  ferves  only  to  in- 
flame it  with  new  defires,  or  to  corrode  it 
with  new  cares.  The  wicked  are  like  the 
troubled  Tea  when  it  cannot  reft,  whofe  wa.- 
ters  caft  up  mire  and  dirt — there  is  no 
peace,  faith  my  God,  to  the  v/icked/''^ — 
Many  of  the  ancient  fchools  of  philofophy 
teaching  that  thefe  painful  folicitudes  were 
neceffarily  attached  to  the  nature  of  the 
pafTions,  it  was  the  aim  of  their  wife  man  to 
be  without  palhons,  in  order  that  he  might 
enjoy  within  himfelf,  a  conuant  and  unruf- 
fled calm.  His  temper  became  by  this 
means  aufl^ere  and  unamiable.  if  he  was 
not  moved  by  the  interefts  of  the  world,  he 
was  Oiten  negligent  of  its  decencies — if  he 
was  not  difcompofed  by  the  injuries  of  men, 
he  took  no  (hare  alio  in  their  fympathetic 
pleafures.  Religion  affefts  not  that  phlegm- 
atic, or  that  four  temper.  Eut,  while  it 
gives  to  the  affections  that  modbrate  indul- 
gence vvhich  nature,  by  implanting  them  in 
the  breaft,  intended  they  IhOuld  iiave,  and 
which  is  requifite,  both  to  pleafure,  and 
utility,  it  tempers  their  ardor,  dirccis  their 
force  to  lawful  objctts,  and  renders  them 
obedient  to  tlie  authority  ofreafon.  Kence 


*  Ifaluh  Ivii.  20,  21. 
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arifes  that  fweet  compofure  and  ferenity  of 
mind,  fo  neceffary  to  our  happinefs,  and 
equally  removed  from  the  uneafy  ftorms  of 
paffion,  and  an  indolent  infipidity  of  char- 
after.  Solomon,  who  had  thoroughly  tried 
the  intemperate  pleafures  of  vice,  and  the 
tranquil  enjoyments  of  piety,  gives  his  de- 
cided tePiimony  in  favor  of  the  latter. — 
The  ways  of  wifdom  are  ways  of  pleafant- 
nefs,  and  all  her  paths  are  peace.""* 

But  what  I  have  chiefly  in  view  in  fpeak- 
ing  o:  the  peace  that  fprings  from  religion, 
is  that  which  arifes  from  the  untroubled  and 
felf-approving  confcience. 

Among  the  higheft  fatisfaftions  of  the 
mind,  are  the  confcioufnefs  of  innocence, 
and  refleftion  on  a  well  fpent  life.  Vice, 
indeed,  often  appears  dreffed  in  fmiles,  and 
wears  the  face  of  happinefs — but  a  worm 
vrithln  fecretly  corrodes  and  cankers  its 
peace.  "  Like  the  crackling  of  thorns  un- 
der a  pot  fo  is  the  laughter  of  a  fool.''  The 
blaze  is  foon  extinguifhed  and  all  that  fol- 
lows is  difappointment  and  Qiame.  The, 


*  Proverbs  iii.  1 7. 
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firmer  cannot  look  into  his  own  brenfl  for 
that  clear  and  living  fountain  of  joy  that 
continually  refrefhes  the  foul  of  a  good 
man  with  its  pure  ilrearns.  When  he  all- 
tempts  to  turn  his  view  inward  he  difcerns 
nothing  but  crim^es  and  follies,  and  mifgiv- 
ings,  and  fears.  Hardly  can  you  render 
him  more  unhappy  than  to  rempve  him 
from  the  circle  of  diffipation  and  to  leave 
him  alone  with  himfelf.  Harralled  by  the 
apprehenfions  and  feli-reproacli  that  follow 
vice,  you  frequently  fee  him  take  refuge 
from  them  in  principles  of  impiety  and  im- 
morality. 

The  peace  of  a  good  man  arifes  from  a 
pure  confcience,  from  a  fenfe  of  forgiven 
fin,  and  an  humble  truft  in  the  mercy  of 
God.  The  forgivenefs  of  fin  relieves  the 
heart  from  an  immenfe  load.  The  inqui- 
etudes of  guilt  a're  fweetly  compofed  by  the 
hope  of  divine  mercy  exercifed  through  a 
Redeemer.  In  his  favour  is  life,  and  his 
loving  kindnefs  is  better  than  life."  A  calm 
and  felf-approving  mind  affords  us  pleafures 
of  the  higheft  price,  not  only  from  the  in- 
ward fcrenity  that  reigns  in  the  bofom  ;  but 
becaufc  it  flieds  its  ov/n  fatisfacliom  on  all 
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things  elfe.  The  univerfe  takes  its  colour- 
ing, if  I  may  fpeak  io,  from  within  ourfelves. 
And  the  lawful  comforts  of  the  world  are 
tafted  with  infinitely  a  higher  relifh  when 
they  are  enjoyed  with  a  good  confcience. 

The  fruit  of  righteoufnefs  is  peace,  and 
the  effecl  of  righteoufnefs.  quiet nefs  and  ai- 
furance  forever."-  The  beft  of  men,  in- 
deed, are  liable  to  frailties  and  error.^  that 
may  fometimes  dillurb  the  peace  of  their 
minds.  But  repentance  foon  refiores  their 
fercnity.  And  when  its  tranfient  and  pre- 
cious Ihowers  have  been  fhed  upon  the  ibul, 
the  fun  of  righteoufnefs  again  breaks  forth, 
w^ith  greater  fplendor  and  beauty,  from  the 
cloud  that,  for  a  moment  had  obfcured  his 
face.  Repentance  itfelf  is  not  without  its 
fatisfafiions  to  a  good  man.  There  is  a 
pleafure  even  in  the  tears  by  which  the 
heart  isdifburdened  of  an  ingenuous  for  row. 

The  peace  derived  from  religion  difplays 
its  value  in  thofe  moments  chiefly  v/hen  we 
moft  require  fupport  and  confolation,  in 
ari:iclion,  and  at  death.  To  the  upright 
there  arifeth  light  in  darknefs."t  Yea, 


*  Ifaiah  xxxii.  17, 
t  Pfalms  cxii.  4. 
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though  I  walk  through  tlte  valley  of  the 
fhadow  of  death,  yet  will  1  fear  no  ill  ;  for 
thou  art  with  me — thy  rod,  and  thy  ftaff, 
they  comfort  me."*  But  the  guilt  of  the 
fmner  feeras  to  lie  in  wait  for  him  at  thefe 
dillreffing  feafons.t  It  feizes  upon  him 
with  redoubled  fury  when  he  is  already 
trembling  before  the  king  qf  terrors  ;  and, 
when  he  IS  leaft  able  to  endure  it,  torments 
him  with  the  greateft  cruelty.  Guilt 
fpreads  a  deep  and  troubled  cloud  over-the 
mind  that  covers  it  with  a  difmal  fnade,  and 
the  fpeflires  of  fear  and  terror  ftalk  through 
the  gloom,  and  affright  the  departing  fpi- 
rit.  Oh  !  the  unfpeakable  importance  of 
a  confcience  at  peace  with  itfelf  and  with 
God  in  the  interefting  article  of  dying  ! 
What  would  not  the  perilhing  finner  give 
to  obtain  it  ?  For  wliat  wouid  the  trium- 
phant believer  be  willing  to  exchange  it  ? 
All  the- pleafures  of  vice,  were  they  at  the 
command  of  the  one,  or  of  the  other,  would 
be  counted  as  nothing  in  the  fcale. 

IV.  Religion  affords  a  fource  of  happinefs 
that  is  always  within  our  power-that  is  iecure 


*  Pfalms  xxiii. 
t  Tiliotibn. 
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from  the  vicilTitudesof  life — and  that  (hall 
be  eternal. — Seldom  are  the  fources  of  vi- 
cious pleafures  completely  within  our  pow- 
er. Men  fee  them  at  a  diftance,  and  al- 
moft  the  whole  of  life  is  employed  in  pur- 
fuing  them.  But  how  often  do  they  elude 
purfuit,  or  difappoint  polTeffion  !  Difficult 
to  be  obtained,  they  are  conftantly  liable  to 
be  wrelfed  from  us  by  a  violence  the  more 
painful  in  proportion  as  we  have  loved 
them,  orexpetled  felicity  from  them.  The 
paffions  either  never  reach  their  objeft,  or 
are  never  fatisfied  with  what  they  have  gain- 
ed. In  the  cares  of  accuipulating  fortune, 
v/ho  has  attained  the  fummit  of  his  wifhes  ? 
In  the  career  of  popularity,  or  ambition, 
how  many  mufl  neceifarily  be  thrown  out 
in  the  courfe  ?  And  thorny  and  uneafy  is 
the  crown  which  the  viftors  gain.  And, 
amidftthe  pleafures  of  unlawful  love,  what 
treachery  is  found !  what  inconflancy  ! 
what  rivalfhips !  what  jealoufies !  what  bafe 
deceptions !  what  difiionorable  difguifes ! 
and,  at  length,  what  confcious  fname  !  Is  it 
not  extreme  folly  for  a  reafonable  mind  to 
place  its  happinefs  in  objecis  over  which  it 
has  no  controul,  and  of  which  the  greater 
part  are  beyond  its  reach  ? 
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A  good  man  carries  within  himrelf,  in 
the  purity  of  his  thoughts,  in  the  fanflity  of 
his  aflFections,  in  the  difcharge  of  his  duty, 
and  in  the  fenfe  of  the  divine  favor,  the 
fources  of  his  beft  enjoyments,  or  he  every 
where  finds  them  in  the  works  of  God  that 
are  always  open  to  his  view,  and  his  de- 
vout meditation.  From  all  the  uncertain 
purfuits,  and  perplexing  cares  of  the  world^ 
he  can  turn  inward  and  find  in  his  own 
breaft,  an  unwafting  fpring  of  confolation. 
And  wherever  he  direfts  his  view  he  cannot 
fail  to  meet  in  every  part  of  nature,  confpi- 
cuous  indications  of  the  infinite  power,  wif- 
domand  benignity  of  God.  The  univerfe 
is  animmenfe  temple  in  which  he  finds  fub- 
jefcls  continually  to  awaken  devotion,  and 
to  nourifh  the  fublime  pleafures  of  religion. 
His  own  experience  unceafingly  brings 
home  to  his  heart  the  proofs  along  with  the 
fruits  of  the  divine  goodnefs.  And  the  fa- 
cred  fcriptures  furnifh  to  him  an  inexhaufl.- 
ed  treafure  of  the  m oft  delightful  affeftions, 
and  the  m.oft  bleffed  hopes.  The  fources 
of  his  fuprem.e  happinefs,  therefore,  are  not, 
like  thofe  of  vice,  uncertain,  or  placed  be- 
yond hiscontroul  :  They  are  always  withia 
his  reach,  they  are  ever  prefent,  and  he  can- 
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not,  by  any  untoward  accident,  be  deprived 
of  them. 

The  comforts  that  flow  from  religion  are 
alfo  fecure  from  the  vicilfitudes  of  life. — The 
men  who  have  connefted  their  happinefs 
too  clofely  with  the  prefent  world,  are  lia- 
ble to  all  its  inftability  and  its  changes. 
They  are  expofed  continually  to  have  their 
dearefl:  comforts  taken  from  them,  or  blaft- 
ed  to  their  enjoyment.  Their  poffeflions 
may  melt  away  in  their  hands,  or,  by  fome 
fudden  and  unforefeen  calamity,  may  be 
wreRed  from  them.  The  friends  who  w^ere 
dearer  to  them  than  their  own  fouls  may  be 
torn  from  their  embrace.  It  may  pleafe 
God  to  lay  on  them  heavy  affliclion,  and 
to  embitter  to  them  all  the  fatisfaftions  of 
the  world  ;  or  to  bury  the  world  along  with 
them  in  the  grave.  The  grave  is  to  them 
a  land  of  darknefs  and  horror.  And  when 
the  w^orld  is  gone,  gone  with  it  is  all  their 
happinefs. 

On  the  otl:er  hand,  the  divine  powder 
forms  a  mighty  and  impenetrable  (hield 
over  a  good  man  beneath  which  he  walks 
fecure  amidil  all  the  evils  and  perils  that 
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cncompafs  his  mortal  ftate. '  He  is  fubjefl 
to  external  changes  in  his  lot  as  others  are  ; 
but  his  happinefs  is  independent  on  them. 
It  lies  far  above  this  varying,  unftable  fcene, 
and  beyond  the  influence  of  its  viciflitudes. 
Storms  and  tempefl:s  may  agitate  and  affhfl 
the  lower  world  ;  but  he  has  gained  an  ele- 
vated fituation  above  them  where  the  fun 
ahvays  (hines.    His  happinefs  partakes  of 
the  ferenity  of  Heaven,  and  the  unchangea- 
blenefs  of  God.    If  aflliclions  aifaii  him 
they  tend  only  to  purify  his  heart,  and  to 
conneft  him  more  clofely  with  his  chief- 
good.    If  the  grave  receives  him,  God  is 
ftill  his  portion.    It  is  not  a  gulph  that  bu- 
ries his  pleafures,  or  his  hopes — it  is  the 
gate,  already  bleiTed  by  his  Saviour's  pafTage 
through  it,  that  admits  him  to  the  full  fru- 
ition of  them.    Nay,  when  not  this  frail 
tenement  of  clay  alone  fhall  moulder  into 
duft,  but  w^hen  the  univerfe  (hall  be  dilToIv- 
ed  and  fall  in  ruins  ;  in  the  lafl:  tremendous 
convulfions  of  nature,  the  good  man  is 
fafe.    The  almighty  power  of  God  will 
preferve  him,  and  plant  him  in  i\\ok  nexa 
heavens  diuA  xhdiX,  nexo  earth  that  (hall  arife 
out  of  the  chaos. — Bleflcd  portion  !  his 
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felicity  fhall  be  fecure  from  all  vicilTitude — 
and,  it  fl^iali  be  eternal. 

The  richeft  treafure  of  religion  is  the 
alTaredexpedation  of  a  bleffed  nnmortality. 
The  moll  comfortable  hope  of  the  finner 
would  be  to  ceafe  to  exill  at  death,  and  to 
be  forever  blotted  out  of  the  works  of  God 
whole  juftice  he  has  made  his  enemy.  Even 
this  difmal  confolation  is  denied  him,  and 
he  is  forced  to  tremble  with  fearful  appre- 
henfions  of  his  approaching  doom.  But 
when  vice  has  not  made  it  our  intereft  to 
feek  a  refuge  from  greater  miferies  in  anni- 
hilation, it  IS  a  bottomlefs  gulph  into  which 
the  mind  looks  with  horror.  Life  derives 
a  new  and  augmented  relifli  from  the  ex- 
pectation of  future  happinefs.  And  the 
profpefts  of  piety  beyond  the  grave  are  fil- 
led with  unutterable  confolations.  In  the 
prefence  of  God  is  fullnefs  of  joy,  and  at 
his  right  hand  are  pleafures  forever  more."* 
In  the  bofom  of  the  earth  fhall  be  depofited 
all  the  imperfections  of  human  nature. — 
The  body  lhall  arife  again  from  the  duft,  at 
the  lall  day,  adorned  with  immortal  beauty. 
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and  the  foul  fhall  be  furniihed  with  celcflial 
powers.    Her  habitation  (hall  be  near  the 
throne  of  God,  in  the  manfions  of  angels, 
and  of  the  fpirits  of  jufl  men  nnade  perfeft. 
Her  felicity  (hall  be  everlafting  like  the  na- 
ture of  God  from  whom  it  flows.    As  it 
fnall  know  no  period,  it  fnall  alfo  know  no 
change,  but  the  changes  of  perpetual  im- 
provement.   1  he  foul,  contemplating  thefe 
boundlefs  and  glorious  profpects,  is  often 
loll  in  holy  tranlport.    The  pains  and  griefs 
of  life,  which  are  only  haflening  to  us  the 
bleffed  moment  of  poifeffion,  lofe  in  a  great 
meafure,  their  power  to  a{iiifcl;  us.    And  the 
terrors  of  the  grave  itfelf  are  forgotten  in 
the  de/ire  of  the  believer  to  depart  and  be 
zoit/i  Ckri/ly  zvhic/i  IS  Jar  better,''      Amen  ! 
even  fo,  come  Lord  Jefus !" 

How  bleffed,  then,  is  the  portion  of  thofe 
who  love  God,  anti  are  found  in  the-^way  of 
his  commandments  !  "  The  llatutes  of  the 
Lord  are  right  rejoicing  the  heart.  More 
to  be  defired  are  they  than  gold,  yea,  than 
much  fine  gold;  fweeler  alfo  than  honey  and 
the  honey- comb.  And  in  keeping  of  them 
there  is  great  reward."* 

*  Pfalms  xL".  £ — 10,  11. 
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The  truth,  to  the  illuftration  of  which  we 
have  attended,  forms  one  of  the  ttrongeft 
recommendations  of  fmcere  piety  to  every 
wife  and  reafonabie  perfon.  ^  The  great 
purfnit  of  m.an  is  happinefs.  And  in  reli- 
gion alone  is  it  to  be  found,  w^iich  hath the 
promife  of  the  life  that  now  is,  and  of  that 
which  is  to  come/'*  Experience  muft  have 
convinced  the  mod  of  you,  my  brethren, 
that  the^purfuits  of  the  w^orld,  and  the  paf- 
fions  that  conneft  us  only  with  the  vain  and 
fluftuating  things  of  time,  have  not  render- 
ed you  happy.  They  fed  you  with  delu- 
five  hopes,  while  they  have  embittered  life 
•with  real  pains*  The  phantoms  of  joy 
glided  before  you.  And,  in  the  moment 
that  you  thought  you  were  about  to  em- 
brace them,  you  grafped  an  empty  fha- 
dov/,  or  pierced  your  bofom  with  a  laPdng 
fting.  If  pleafures  difappointed,  paffions 
corroded  theiieart.  Your  interefts  and  in- 
clinations have  been  continually  thwarted 
and  wounded  by  the  rival  interefts  and  in- 
clinations of  others.  But  religion  points 
out  to  you  a  peaceful  and  delightful  path 
in  which  no  intereit  can  interfere  with 
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yours;  for  the  interefts  of  all  are  the  fame 
—no  corroding  paflion  can  wound  the  tran- 
quihty  of  your  bofom — no  flattering  joy 
can  difappoint  you :  but  every  thing  m 
time  and  in  eternity,  on  earth  and  in  hea- 
ven {hail  concur  to  promote  your  felicity. 
Beyond  the  grave,  where  the  hopes,  and 
the  works  of  iinners  fhall  \\e  forever  con- 
fumed,  thepleafures  of  piety  fliall  only  be- 
gin to  ripen,  and  attain  their  compleat  per- 
feftion.  The  primitive  beauties,  'and  the 
innocent  delights  of  Paradife  fhall  be  reftor- 
ed  with  boundlefs  increafe  in  that  celeftial 
Eden  into  which  Chrift  hiall  tranfplant  man 
redeemed  when  he  fliall  create  the  univerfe 
anew. 

On  the  whole  review  of  religion,  whe- 
ther we  regard  the  future,  or  the  prefent, 
we  fhall  find  that,  in  keeping  the  command- 
vients  of  God  there  is  great  reward — Chrif- 
tians!  cultivate  its-  happy  temper  in  your 
own  fouls.  Invite  mankind  to  its  fervice 
by  the  image  of  its  happinefs  in  you.  Shew 
them  the  fair  example  of  a  mind  at  peace 
with  itfelf,  and  with  God ;  occupied  with 
pure  and  fpiritual  delights  as  much  above 
thje  power  of  the  world  to  take  away  as  to 
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beftow ;  and  waiting,  with  tranquil  and 
cheerful  refignation,  the  bleiTed  moment 
that  (hall  diffoive  its  ties  with  earth,  and 
tranflate  it  to  a  glorious  and  immortal  ftate 
of  felicity  in  the  Heavens. 

AMEN  ! 
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DISCOURSE  XIL 


on  secret  faults. 

Psalm  cxix.  12. 
Cleanfe  thou  vie  from  fecret  faults  ! 

HUMAN  Nature  is  covered  with  im- 
perfeftion.  Confcience  daily  denoun- 
ces to  us  errors  and  follies  in  our  conduft, 
the  guilt  of  which  is  fo  ftrongly  marked, 
that  we  cannot  forbear  to  acknowlege  and 
condemn  them.  But,  a  much  greater  num- 
ber, in  the  hafty  and  fuperficial  glance  which, 
in  the  midll  of  bufmefs,  or  of  plea fu re,  we 
throw  on  life,  efeape  our  obfervation — 
many,  when  vre  come  to  look  back  upon 
our  own  hiftory,  and  examine  our  conduct, 
have  paffed  from  our  remembrance — and 
many  more  are  covered  from  the  cenfure 
of  our  own  minds  by  that  partiality  to 
whatever  is  attached  to  ourfelves  even  by  a 
remote  relation,  that  is  among  the  moil 
dangerous  weakneffes  of  human  nature, — 
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Sins  of  this  kind,  forgotten,  unobfcrved,  or 
juftified  and  covered  by  felf-love,  are,  by 
the  facred  writer  in  the  text,  denominated 
fecret  faults. 

As  it  is  of  high  importance  to  lay  open, 
as  far  as  poihble,  every  fource  of  humiUty 
that  fhouJd  aftetl  a  good  man  at  the  throne 
of  grace,  and  to  expofe  to  all  men  the  hid- 
den and  unfufpefted  errors  of  their  lives,  I 
fliall  endeavor,  in  the  prefent  difcourfe,  to 
difclofe  their  principal  caufes  and  fprings. 
From  each  of  thefe  vve  may  derive  many 
facis  and  truths  that  may  be  profitably  ap- 
plied for  the  examination  of  our  hearts,  and 
the  regulation  of  our  conduft.  They  may  be 
comprn'ed  under  the  heads  of  ignore^nce — 
of  felf-iove — of  a  corrupted  ftate  of  public 
manners — of  vicious  habits — and  of  falfe 
principles. 

I.  In  the  firfi  place  ignorance  is  a  fruit- 
ful fource  of  faults  that,  from  their  very 
caufe  muft  be  unknown  to  ourfelves.  In 
an  uninformed  mind,  the  pafhons,  uncon- 
trouled  by  principle,  will  be  continually 
gathering  ftrength — and  every  crim^inal  im- 
pulfe  haftens  to  its  objeft,  freed  from  thofe 
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\o\y  and  powerful  reftraints  which  can  be 
impofed  upon  it  only  by  an  enhghtened 
confcience.  Ignorance,  as  I  here  (peak  of 
it,  refpefls  the  laws  of  duty,  and  the  fyftem 
of  divine  truth  contained  in  the  holy  fci  ip- 
tures.  For  whatever  fcience  a  man  may 
polTefs,  if  his  knowledge  of  thefe  is  defeftive, 
his  heart  is,  in  the  fame  proportion,  laid 
open  to  the  influence  of  temptation,  and 
fubjefied  to  the  dominion  of  its  paffions. 
Sound  principles  of  divine  truth  early  re- 
ceived, and  permanently  fixed  in  the  mind, 
furnifh  the  moft  effectual  motives  to  duty, 
and  form  the  ftrongeft  fences  of  virtue. — 
Ignorance  enfeebles  and  proftrates  both  the 
one  and  the  other.  It  infallibly  leads  to 
vice.  Make  for  it  the  moil  favorable  fup- 
pofition  that  it  is  the  fubjefl  of  religious 
impreflion — it  is  liable  to  the  falfe  fervors, 
and  the  crimes  of  fanaticifm  which  it  exalts 
into  virtues,  or  it  fi«ks  into  a  vain  difcharge 
of  the  abfurd  and  ui'elefs  rites  and  penances 
of  fuperftition,  v/hich  it  makes  the  fublH- 
tutes  of  duty,  and  the  expiation  of  its  fms. 
If  it  is  without  religious  impreffion, it  is  prone 
to  plunge  into  the  gulph  of  profligacy,  and 
to  abandon  itfelf  to  the  unreftrained  indul- 
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gence  of  every  vice,  to  which  propenfity, 
example,  or  habit  invites.  Is  not  a  great 
part  of  the  reproachful  idlenefs,  the  grofs 
profanity,  the  (hamelefs  intemperance  and 
obfcenity  that  fo  often  difgrace  the  inferior 
orders  of  fociety,  and  offend  our  eyes,  and 
wound  our  ears  even  in  the  public  flreets, 
to  be  afcribed  to  that  defeft  of  principle 
and  inftruction  that  leaves  the  mind  with- 
out a  clear  light  to  guide  its  conduft,  or  a 
faithful  monitor  to  reftrain  its  exceffes  ? 
Thofe  who  are  leaft  informed,  indeed,  can- 
not be  wholly  ignorant  of  the  evil  of  thefe 
vices,  but,  unacquainted  with  the  holinefs- 
and  extent  of  the  divine  law,  the  high  de- 
gree of  their  criminality  is,  in  a  great  mea- 
fure,  unknown  to  them.  They  are  covered 
with  the  guilt  of fecret faults,  and  are  fink- 
ing into  perdition,  unconfcious  of  the  load 
that  is  preffing  them  down.  Will  igno- 
rance, accordmg  to  the  /ali'e  hopes  of  Tin- 
ners, exculpate  the  confcience  ?  Invincible 
ignorance  might ;  but  ignorance  of  duty  in 
the  midR  of  our  lights,  arifing,  as  it  does, 
from  a  criminal  abufe  of  reafon,  or  a  crimi- 
nal neglefl:  of  the  means  of  information, 
can  only  aggravate  the  guilt  of  our  offences. 
But  fins  of  ignorance,  and  this  is  a  truth 
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that,  in  a  particular  manner,  claims  the  at- 
tention of  every  ferious  mind,  are  not 
chargeable  on  the  profligate  and  uninftruc- 
ted  alone,  but,  from  the  imperfedion  of 
human  nature,  adhere,  in  a  degree,  to  the 
beft  of  men,  and  furnifh  a  fiibject  of  humili- 
ty to  the  moll  eminent  faints — fins  that 
fpring  from  infirmity  or  neglett  by  which  a 
thoufand  fugitive  thoughts  efcape  attention, 
a  thoufand  habitual  ideas  and  emotions  rife 
in  the  heart  and  pafs  away  again  without 
ever  being  examined,  or  compared  with  the 
great  llandard  of  duty  in  the  v:ord  of  God. 
Sins  that  arife  from  partial  and  limited 
views  of  the  extent  and  fanftity  of  the  di- 
vine law,and  finally,  fins  that  arife  from  min- 
gling with  the  law^  of  God  the  errors  of  our 
own  reafon,  or  the  prejudices  of  a  mitlaken 
education.  Who  can  underftand  his  er- 
rors The  veil  that  covers  the  heart  is 
fometimes  lifted  up,  and  we  difcern  in  our- 
felves  evils  that  we  had  not  fufpefted.  But 
when  we  have  feen  all  that  human  weaknefs 
ever  fees,  innumerable  vnin  thoughts  will 
ftill  lodge  within  us  undifcovered,  and  form 
a  fubjeft  of  daily  hum.ilit.y  and  repentance 
at  the  throne  of  grace. 
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II.  Another  foiirce  of  fecret  faults  is  found 
ill  the  dangerous  influence  of  felf-love. 

"  The  heart  is  deceitful  above  all  thinsfs, 
and  defperately  wicked,  who  can  know  it?"' 
Its  deceitiulnefs  has  been  a  fubject  of  com- 
plaint to  good  men  in  all  ages.  Hardly  is 
there  a  foible,  or  a  vice  of  character  which 
it  is  not  able  to  palliate,  or  to  conceal. 
Daily  v;e  fee  it  exemplified  in  the  difcour- 
fes  and  conduct  of  others,  and  they,  doubt- 
Jefs,  perceive  it  in  us.  But,  in  innumera- 
ble inftances,  its  effetls  are  fo  fubtle  that 
neither  they  nor  we  difcern  them. — Every 
propenfity  of  nature,  in  proportion  to  its 
iirength,  iurnifhes  us  with  proofs  of  this  in- 
fluence ;  but,  of  all  the  principles  of  felf- 
deceit  pleafure  is  the  moll  powerful,  and 
opens  the  wideft  field  for  thofe  impofitions 
which  men  are  daily  palfing  upon  them- 
felves.  They  are  eafily  deceived  w^here 
they  already  w^iflfi  to  be  deceived.  Whate- 
ver yields  them  pleafure  they  are  ftudious 
to  juftify.  All  the  falacies  of  reafon  are 
jTiuflered  up  to  defend  the  favorite  indul- 
gence, and  to  overcome  thofe  fcruples  that 
fill  the  mind,  and  oppofe  themfelves  to  the 
firfl:  approaches  of  vice.    And  no  conclu- 
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fions  ought  wc  to  fufpecl  more  than  thofe 
which  after  much  thought  and  attention, 
we  finally  drcv/  on  the  hde  of  our  inclina- 
tions. The  greater  pains  we  have  taken, 
the  more  various  the  lights  to  which  we 
have  turned  the  favorite  idea,  and  the  more 
fubtlety  and  refinement  we  have  ufed  in 
framing  our  ultimate  judgment  on  the  cafe, 
the  farther,  perhaps,  we  have  erred  from 
the  truth.  Thefe  anxious  refearches,  thefe 
ingenious  reafonings,  inftead  of  being  a  fair 
and  candid  enquiry  after  truth,  may  be  no- 
thing more  than  the  efforts  which  felf-love 
is  making  to  juflify  indulgence.  There  is 
fcarcely  any  degree  of  guilt  which  this  prin- 
ciple will  not  cover  or  excufe.  "  All  the 
ways  of  a  man  are  right  in  his  ov/n  eyes.'' 
TIence  the  fcience  of  felf-knowlege  is  ren- 
dered above  all  others  difficult  and  obfcure  : 
and  however  deeply  we  may  penetrate  the 
miflery  of  iniquity  in  our  hearts,  an  unfa- 
thomable abyfs  will  ftill  remain  in  the  er- 
rors and  the  blindnefs  of  a  diflioneft  felf- 
love,  which  we  can  never  fulliciently  ex- 
plore. 

III.  General  example,  likewife,  frequent- 
ly contributes  to  render  our  faults  fecrct. 
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and  unknown  to  ourfelves,  by  taking  off 
from  the  mind  that  impreffion  of  guilt,  or 
abating  that  fentiment  of  abhorrence  which 
vice  is  apt  to  produce  when  it  is  more  rare- 
ly feen. 

In  confequence  of  that  myfterious  fympa- 
thy  by  which  men  are  drawn  together,  and 
formed  on  each  others  charaftcr  and  mode], 
they  Aide  infeniibly  into  manners  that  are 
continually  prefented  to  view  in  the  public 
example.  Cuftom  they  confound  in  their 
ideas  with  propiety.  And,  in  a  thoufand 
inftances,  we  daily  fee  folly  lofe  its  imper- 
tinence, and  fiivolity,  deformity,  and  even 
vice  ceafe  to  difgufl  when  recommended  and 
juftiried  by  faihion.  The  beft  of  men  fre- 
quently perceive  their  zeal  for  the  glory  of 
God,  and  the  highell  interefls  of  human 
nature,  languifh  through  the  lukewarmnefs 
and  formality  that  have  invaded  the  great 
body  of  their  fellow- chriftians.  They  con- 
trafl:  fome  taint  in  their  own  manners  from 
the  general  licence  in  the  midft  of  which 
they  live.  "  Becaufe  iniquity  abounds  the 
love*  of  many  waxes  cold."  If  they  have 
been  accuftomcd  to  fee  the  fabbath  violated, 
do  they  not  Vv  ith  lefs  fcruple,  themfelves  in- 
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fringe  upon  its  holy  reft?  If  they  are  fur- 
rounded  by  fcenes  of  levity  and  dilTipation 
frequented  by  thofe  with  whom,  on  other 
grounds,  they  are  in  the  habits  of  intimacy 
are  they  not  liable  to  fuffer  from  the  con! 
tagion  of  that  contaminated  fociety?  If 
they  habitually  hear  the  facred  name  of 
the  Majefty  of  Heaven  infulted  and  pro- 
faned, is  not  the  horror  of  the  cuftoma- 
ry  impiety  lefTened  in  their  efteem  ?  Is  not 
the  fpirit  of  the  w^orld,  by  the  force  of  num- 
bers and  example,  making  daily  inroads 
upon  the  pure  and  heavenly  fpirit  of  piety  ? 
The  confcience  is  rendered  lefs  fcrupulous 
and  tender  by  the  frequency  of  feeing  vice. 
Indulgences  that  will  not  bear  the  rigorous 
teft  of  reafon  and  the  w^ord  of  God  come  at 
laft  to  be  regarded  merely  as  innocent  com- 
pliance with  the  manners  of  the  world. 
Numbers  and  falhion  become  a  kind  of 
pledge  for  the  innocence  of  every  prafticc 
upon  which  they  imprefs  their  ftamp.  Man- 
kind are  prone  to  judge  of  the  truth  of  opin- 
ions, and  the  propriety  of  conduft  more 
from  cuftom  than  from  reafon— more  from 
the  example  of  others  than  from  the  refults 
of  their  own  ferious  inveftigation,  and  the 
intimate  conviction  of  their  own  brealls. — 
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From  this  error  good  men  are  not  wholly- 
exempted  ;  and  example  becomes  even  to 
them,  and  much  more  to  others,  a  fruitful 
fource  of  fecret  faults,  "  Evil  communi- 
cation corrupts  good  manners/'  and,  at  the 
fame  time,  hides  the  corruption  from  the 
eye  of  confcience.  The  greater  part  of  the 
world  follow  juft  as  they  are  led— aflive 
minds  prevail  over  the  indolent,  and  the 
daring  over  the  weak — and  the  multitude 
of  fmners  refign  their  confcience  and  their 
conduft  to  the  direftion  of  men  more  cri- 
minal than  themfelves.  Ah !  it  is  not  by  the 
cuftoms  of  m.en  but  by  the  law  of  God  that 
w^e  fliould  judge  our  hearts.  How  many  fins, 
that  are  now  hidden  from  our  view  by  the 
predominant  influence  of  cuftom  and  exam- 
ple, will  be  difclofed  to  us  by  affliftion  that 
ftrips  the  falfe  and  feduclive  colouring  from 
the  world — by  the  approach  of  death  that 
draws  forth  from  beneath  every  covering 
and  difguife  the  inmoft  principles  of  the 
heart — by  the  penetrating  light  of  eternity 
that,  (bed  upon  the  foul  in  the  article  of 
dying,  fearches  and  reveals  its  deepeft,  and 
its  darkeft  receffes.  Oh  !  how  vain  are  the 
opinions  and  example  of  men,  which  are 
made  the  encouragement  and  juftification 
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of  fo  many  faults,  when  weighed  againft  the 
lawand  thejudgmentofGod.  Agood  man, 
fenfible  of  his  fraihy  and  his  danger,  will 
daily  confcfs  and  deplore  the  evils  that  may 
be  concealed  from  his  view  by  this  unhap- 
py influence,  and  will  ftudiouily  difentangle 
truth  from  the  vain  falhions  of  opinion, 
and  of  manners  with  which  it  is  combined, 
and  by  which  it  is  diftorted.  But,  finners, 
reding  upon  the  multitude  of  their  fellow 
fmners,  are  contented  to  wrap  themfelvcs 
up  in  a  fatal  fecurity  till  God  comes  at 
length  to  rentJ.the  veil  that  covers  their 
crimes,  and  toflied  upon  them  the  dreadful 
and  confuming  light  of  his  juftice. 

IV.  Another  caufe  of  fecret  faults  may 
be  found  in  the  effetls  of  habit* 

Propenfities  or  aflions  that  have  become 
habitual  we  are  apt  to  confound  with  the 
original  tendencies  of  nature,  and,  equaiiy, 
to  afcribe  them  to  the  author  of  our  being. 
They  operate  almoft  without  our  thinking 
of  them  ;  and  m.en  feldorn  take  the  pains  to 
examine  their  reflitude,  or  their  relations 
to  the  divine  lav/.  If  any  faults,  therefore, 
have  gradually  grown  up  with  them,  and 
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become  incorporated  into  their  manners-,^ 
they  are  rarely,  and  with  difficulty  cured — 
they  are  hardly  feen  as  faults. 

Habits  advance  by  fuch  infenfible  degrees 
that  it  is  difficult  to  remark  their  progrefs. 
They  Ileal  us  imperceptibly  away  from  the 
fountain  of  truth,  and  the  Itandard  of  per- 
fection. And  when  once  w^e  begin  to  yield 
to  the  tendencies  of  corrupted  nature,  or  to 
i  the  ftream  of  fafhionable  vice,  even  good 
men  may  fometimes  be  borne  far  down  the 
filent  and  contaminated  current  before  they 
are  aware,  till  fome  palpable  mifcarriage 
awaken  their  lleeping  confcience,  and  ob- 
lige them  to  remount  to  the  fource  of  the 
evil  in  order  to  purify  it.  David  could  not 
have  pafTed  at  once  from  thofe  fublime  and 
pious  fervors  that  glow  in  his  facred  com- 
pofitions,  and  flill  animate  the  devotions  of 
the  church,  to  that  aft  of  grofs  fenfuality 
and  injultice  that  w^as  the  hain  of  his  life, 
and  embittered  to  him  the  remainder  of  his 
da\  s :  gradually  he  muft  have  yielded  to 
the  ten:jptations  of  his  fortune — the  habits 
of  plbafure  mull  have  infenfibly  ftolen  upon 
him,  till,  in  an  unllifpetting  moment,  they 
plunged  hnii  into  the  gulph,  and,  by  his  mi- 
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feries,  recalled  him  to  himfelf,  and  reCored 
the  obliterated  fentimcnts  of  duty  on  his 
heart. 

Habit  has  likewifea  paifive  influence  up- 
on the  foul  that  greatly  contributes  to  this 
dangerous  effect.  Of  this  influence  every 
day  furnilhes  us  with  innumerable  proofs. 
Cultomary  appearances  attrad  little  atten- 
tion, and  cuftomary  aflions  are  performed 
almofl  without  thought.  Hence  vices, 
which  are  common  in  fociety,  and  which 
enter  into  the  charatler  and  manners  of  a 
people,  come,  at  length,  to  be  viewed  witli 
a  kind  of  indifference  even  by  a  good  man, 
w^hich  may  expole  him,  at  fome  times,  to  be 
betrayed  into  criminal  compliances  witli 
them.  .  Hence  faults  that  have  entered  into 
our  ov/n  habits  are  ilightly  remarked,  if  they 
are  remarked  at  all,  and  they  ipecdily  pais 
into  an  oblivion  from  which  they  are  never 
recalled.  Thefe  forgotten  fins,  however, 
leave  upon  the  confcience  an  indelible 
taint ;  and,  not  improbably,  prove  the  caufe 
of  many  of  thofe  flrokes  and  chaliifements  in 
the  courfe  of  divine  providence  of  which 
we  do  not  difcernthe  immediate  caufe,  nor 
the  end. 
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V.  Another  and  much  more  pernicious 
fource  of  fauhs  of  this  kind  is  to  be  found 
in  falfe  principles. 

The  innocence  of  error,  fays  a  great  wri- 
ter,''^ is  the  mafter  prejudice  of  the  prefent 
age.  And  a  falfe  and  dangerous  maxim 
has,  perhaps,  been  too  generally  received, 
that  it  is  of  fmall  moment  y^hd^,  principles  in 
morals  and  religion  m.en  may  embrace,  it  is 
conduct  alone  which  we  are  to  regard ;  as 
if  condufl:  could  be  fafely,  or  was  in  reality 
ever  feparated  from  principles.  It  is  a 
truth  eftabiifned  upon  the  foundeft  reafon, 
and  demonftrated  by  conftant  experience, 
that  praftice  and  principles  have  a  clofe 
and  intimate  relation,  and  a  powerful  in- 
fluence upon  one  another.  Whole  nations 
have  had  their  characler  and  manners  form- 
ed by  the  fpirit  of  their  legiflation,  and  the 
maxims  of  their  education.  And  certain 
doftrines  are  daily,  among  the  wife  and 
learned,  vindicated  or  refuted  by  the  con- 
fequences  that  are  fuppofed  to  refult  from 
them.  Do  we  not  fee  that  loofe  manners 
and  licentious  opinions  tend  to  beget  one 

*  Warburton,  Bifhop  of  Gloucefter. 
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another  ?    The  corruption  of  manners  a. 
mong  the  Greeks  and  Romans,  in  tlie  de- 
chne  of  their  republics,  gave  uniyerfal  ex- 
tenfion  to  the  diffoUite  doctrines  of  the  epi- 
curean philofophy — and  it  is  acknowledged 
bv  their  own  writers  that  the  prevalence  of 
that  philofophy  haftened  and  augmented 
the  degeneracy  of  the  public  morals.*  The 
fame  voluptuous  principles,  with  little  va- 
riation, have  been  revived  in  modern  times, 
and  the  fame  pernicious  effects  have  rcfult- 
ed  from  them.    Judge  ye  what  manners 
will  be  produced  by  that  fyfiem  which  re- 
prefents  man  as  being  merely  an  organ- 
ized fyftem  of  matter  made  to  periih  and 
be  reproduced  under  other  forms  likefuc-- 
ceffive  crops  of  vegetables,  the  fole  end 
of  whofe  being,  and  the  only  reafonable 
objecl  of  whofe  purfuit  is  fenfual  pleafure.f 
Every  reftraint  is,  by  fuch  doctrines,  remov- 
ed from  the  palfions,  every  encouragement 
is  given  to  vice.    To  what  purpofe  are  the 
felf-denials  of  virtue  if  w-e  periih  forever  at 
death.and  if  we  (liall  meet,  beyond  the  grave, 
with  no  reward  v;ortliy  of  its  facrifices  ?  If 

*  See  particularly  Polybius  book  vi.  for  an  account  of 
its  effcd  among  tlic  Grceki. 
f  Kelvetius. 
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appetite  alone  furniflies  the  chief  good  of 
man,  how  ftiould  honor,  friendfnip,  juilice, 
or  religion,  ftand  in  the  way  of  its  gratifica- 
tion ?  Such  falfe  and  pernicious  principles 
tend,  not  only  to  promote  vice ;  they  co- 
ver and  proteft  it  likewife  from  the  cen- 
fureofour  own  confcience.  Would  you 
fee  in  its  extent  the  criminal  conduft  that 
may  fpring  from  a  bruial  philofophy  that 
thus  fenfuaiizes  the  foul  ? — Examine  thehif- 
tory  of  thofe  m^en  who  have  been  its  moft 
zealous  and  difiinguifhed  advocates.  Grofs 
and  fliameful  often  is  their  public  conduct  ; 
but  their  fecret  hiilory  prefents  fcenes  of 
vice,  from  which  piety  and  virtue  mult  turn 
away  v/ith  horror.  Nothing  can  exceed 
the  licentioufnefs,  the  hypocrify,  the  bafe- 
nefs,  the  treachery,  the  cruelty,  the  total  de- 
reliction of  humanity  and  virtue,  of  which 
many  of  the  adepts  of  an  impious  philofo- 
phy have  fliewn  themfelves  to  be  capable.* 
Yet,  in  their  principles  do  they  find  the  juf- 
tification  of  their  crimes,  and  they  feem  to 
pofTefs  the  fatal  art  of  perfuading  them- 

*  See  tlie  hiftory  of  the  illuminatti  in  Germany  and  France, 
by  John.  Robifcn,  profclFor  of  Nat.  Phil,  in  the  univcrfity  of 
Edinburg  ;  a  work  that  deferves  to  be  read  by  every  friend 
to  virtue  and  rchgion,  v.ho  s  foiicitous  to  penetrate  into  tlic 
caufes  cf  the  prefent  preralence  of  vice  and  infidelity. 
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fel\>es  of  their  own  innocency.  As  one  ex- 
ample, let  me  call  to  your  recolleftion  a 
work  but  too  well  known,  and  yet,  among 
the  lealt  criminal  of  thofe  efforts  that  have 
lately  been  made  to  corrupt  all  moral  prin- 
ciples— I  mean  the  confeffions  of  Roiifjcau. 
They  exhibit  to  us  innumerable  follies,  the 
eternal  caprices  of  a  reftlefs,  fickle,  and  un- 
governable temper,  the  culpable  fruits  of 
pafTions  always  excefTive,  many  very  low^ 
and  many  very  (liameful  vices.  Yet,  we 
fee  him,  in  the  introdutlion  of  that  extra- 
ordinary recital,  prefume,  with  an  audacity 
that  (hocks  the  pious  mind,  to  prefent  the 
hiflory  of  his  infamy  at  the  throne  of  the 
eternal,  andtojuftify  his  crimes  to  his  crea- 
tor and  his  judge  who  had  given  him  his 
paffions.  Let  the  laft  trumpet,  faith  he, 
found  when  it  will,  I  will  advance  with  this 
book  in  my  hand,  to  prefent  myfelf  before 
the  fupreme  judge — I  will  boldly  fay,  behold' 
what  I  have  done  !  Here  is  what  I  thought  f 
this  is  what  I  have  been  !" — This  man's  prin- 
ciples muR  have  formed  to  him,  the  julli- 
fication  of  fo  many  crimes— They  muff,  at 
leaff,  have  concealed  from  him  their  tur- 
pitude and  guiit,  or  he  could  not  have  dar- 
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ed,  with  fuch  fhamelefs  honefty,  to  blazon 
his  difgrace  before  the  face  of  the  world. 

Men,  who  are  not  feeking  apologies  for 
their  vices,  may,  under  a  miftaken  fenfe  of 
duty,  be  guilty  of  high  offences  againft  piety 
and  againft  humanity.  The  time  fhall 
come,  faid  the  Saviour  to  his  difciples,  w^hen 
he  that  killeth  you  lhall  think  that  he  doth 
God  fervice."  And  the  apoftle  Paul/peaking 
of  himfelf  before  he  had  embraced  the  faith 
of  the  gofpel,  fays,  "  I  verily  thought  with 
myfelf  xhdillouglit  to  do  many  things  contra- 
ry to  the  name  of  Jefus  of  Nazareth."  Much 
more  are  they  liable  to  errors  in  their  conduft 
ofinferior  moment  from  the  falfe  principles 
which  the  frailty  of  reafon  and  the  prejudi- 
ces of  education  frequently  mingle  with  the 
religious  fyftems  of  the  beft  of  men. — They 
maintain,  perhaps,  the  bafis  of  divine  truth; 
but  they  ereci  upon  it  a  fuperftrufture,  in 
many  inftances,  incorporated  with  errors  of 
greater  or  lefs  magnitude.  In  whatever 
degree  fuch  errors  exift,  in  the  fame  pro- 
portion is  the  fpirit  of  their  piety  impaired, 
and  the  "yftem  of  their  virtues  rendered  im- 
perfeft.  According  to  the  figure  of  the 
apoftle,  if  they  build  on  the  Jolid  foundation 
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of  the  gofpel,  xvood,  hay,  Jluhble,  that  is,  any 
erroneous  principles  that  lead  to  an  unho- 
ly praftice,  their  zoorks  JliaU  be  burnt,  but 
thevifelves  JJiall  be  Javed  yet  Jo  as  by  fire — the 
fire  (hall  confume  all  the  falfe  additions 
that  have  been  made  to  this  rock  of  ages 
which  fupports  the  faith  and  hope  of  every 
real  believer.  Yet,  till  the  day  when  the 
fire  (liall  try  them,  the  miilaken  profcfTors 
of  the  gofpel  may  not  only  remain  blind  to 
the  imperfeflions  of  their  own  character, 
but  even  flatter  themfelves  with  the  idc  a  of 
their  innocence  or  their  merit. — Ah  !  who 
can  underftand  his  errors  !  Cleanfe  thou 
me  from  fecret  faults  ? 

As  the  clafs  of  evils  of  which  I  have  been 
treating  is  capable  of  being  fo  much  increal- 
ed  by  ignonmce  of  our  duty,  and  of 
the  innumerable  and  delicate  relations 
which  we  fullain  to  our  Creator,  and  to  one 
another,  permit  me,  in  the  remarks  which  I 
defign  to  make,  in  the  conclufion  of  this 
difcourfe,  to  call  your  attention,  in  the  firft 
place,  to  the  importance  of  early  iniiriiction 
upon  thefe  ncccffary  fubjeas— Men,  in  the 
beginning  of  life,  and  before  their  habits 
are  formed,  more  IVequentlv  fail  in  their 
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duty  from  want  of  information,  than  from 
any  natural  malignity  of  heart.  It  is  only 
a  mind  that  has  already  made  confiderable 
progrefs  in  vice  that  can  deliberately  violate 
its  own  clear  and  certain  fentiments  of  right 
and  wrong.  An  enlightened  confcience 
impofes  the  moft  effectual  reilraints  upon 
the  palfiO'is,  which  are  the  principles  of 
evil  in  man.  It  unfolds  the  law  on  each 
cafe  of  condufl:  as  it  arifes,  and  adds  to  the 
prefcriptions  of  duty,  the  moft  powerful 
motives  of  obedience.  Hence  it  is  that 
faith,  not,  as  the  enemies  of  religion  affert, 
a  blind  belief  of  uncertain  fafts,  and  unin- 
teliigle  myfteries,  but  a  clear  underilanding, 
and  firm  perfuafion  of  the  truths  of  the  gof- 
pel,  is  laid,  by  the  apoftles,  at  the  founda- 
tion of  a  good  life,  and  thereby  made  the 
condition  of  our  falvation.  The  moft  inti- 
mate relations  fubfift  between  duty  and 
truth — And  the  principal  value  of  truth  is 
that  it  leads  to  duty. 

This  courfe  of  education  faould  com- 
mence from  our  earlieft  years.  The  human 
charatier  is  forming  from  the  firft  moment 
the  fenfes  begin  to  aft.  And  it  is  of  high 
confequence  that  nothing  but  the  rnoft  juft 
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ideas,  and  the  pureR  principles  of  triitli, 
Ihouid  be  inftilled  into  the  minds  of  chil- 
dren, and  the  moft  amiable  examples  of 
virtue  exhibited  before  them.  "  Train  up 
a  child  in  the  way ^ he  Ihould  go,  and  when 
he  is  old  he  will  not  depart  from  it."  "  The 
word  of  God  w^ill  be  a  light  to  his  feet  and 
a  lamp  to  his  path."  It  is  like  a  fire,  and 
like  a  hammer  that  breaketh  the  rock  in 
pieces" — it  will  diffolve  it  and  mould  it  into 
any  fliape. 

The  defefl  of  early  inflruftion  in  the 
principles  of  piety  and  virtue  is  produftive 
of  great  and  innumerable  evils.  The  pro- 
phet Hofea  attributes  to  it  the  corruption 
of  manners  in  the  nation  of  Ifrael ;  and,  after 
an  affefting  enumeration  of  their  crimes," 
he  adds,  my  people  are  deftroyed  for  lack 
of  knowlege."— Both  age  and  youth  which 
\vould  make  progrcis  in  the  honourable 
courfe  of  virtue,  and  finally  attain  toperjc^ 
holinefs  in  the  fear  of  God,  (hould  diligently 
fearch  the  fcriptures,  and  (ludy,  by  all  means, 
to  enlarge  their  acquaintance  with  thefe 
pure  and  infallible  oracles  of  truth.  Let 

*  Hofea  iv.  i — (>. 
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them  be  your  vieditation  all  the  day  ;  and, 
from  their  precious  ftores  of  knowlege  and 
inftrutlion  draw  all  the  rules  of  your  con- 
duct, 

2.  The  tendency  of  felf-Iove  to  deceive 
us  in  the  eftiniate  which  we  make  of  our 
own  charafter,  and  to  cover  many  errors  in 
our  conduft,  renders  it  neceffary  that  we 
fhould  often  enter  profoundly  into  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  heart,  and  the  m.otives  of  our 
afctions,  and  that  we  fhould  be  able  to  dif- 
criminate  the  charafters  of  genuine  piety 
from  all  the  falfe  pretences,  and  plaufible 
appearances  of  virtue  with  w^hich  we  are 
prone  to  confound  them.    By  a  candid  and 
iaithful  examination  of  ourfelves  we  may  be 
able  to  difcover  and  correft  many  fecret 
faults  that  would  otherwife  dehle  the  con- 
fcience.  For  this  purpofe,  often  retire  apart 
from  the  world  where  felf-love  is  ftrengthen- 
ed  by  every  objeft  that  awakens  the  paf- 
Cons,  and  where  cares  and  pleafures  con- 
tinually call  us  out  of  ourfelves.  Fre- 
quently feek  that  holy  folitude,  in  order  to 
converfe  with  your  hearts,  where  none  fliall 
be  prefent  befides  God  and  yourfelves. — 
Strengthen  there  your  own  honefty  in  this 
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important  duty  by  the  confcioufnefs  of  his 
pure  and  infpefiing  eye,  and  by  the  recol- 
leftion  of  the  account  which  ^ve  rcuft  ren- 
der at  his  bar.    Judge  yourfelves  with  the 
fame  fpirit  \s-ith  which  you  (hail  be  judged. 
It  is  a  duty  prefcnbed  by  reafon,  as  well  as 
enjoined  by  the  word  of  God.    Knozc  thy- 
Jelf  was  the  moii:  famous  maxim  of  ancient 
wifdom — and,  in  fuch  eRimation  was  it  held 
by  the  moft  enlightened  people  in  the  uni- 
verfe  that  they  inlcribed  it  over  the  entrance 
to  the  moft  facred  of  their  temples.*^  The 
holy  fcriptures  prefs  and  repeat  it  again  and 
again — Examine  yourfelves  whether  you 
be  in  the  faith — prove  your  own  felves — 
know^  ye  not  your  own  felves  how  that  Jefus 
Chrift  is  in  you  except  ye  be  reprobates  ?" 
It  is  a  duty  abfolutely  requifite  in  order 
to  underftand  our  Jccret  faults,  and  to  re- 
move that  malk  from  the  heart  by  wliich 
the  power  of  felf-deceit  is  able  to  conceal 
from  men  their  true  character.    Search  and 
tr\''  your  ways — and,  in  fulfilling  this  great 
dutv,  remember  that  you  fiiall  fhortly  be 
tried  at  a  higher  bar  by  the  righteous  judge 
of  quick  and  dead.    And  do  tliou  O  Lord 
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mercifully  reveal  to  us  the  faults  that  will 
ftiii  be  covered  from  our  own  view  !  Search 
us,  and  know  our  hearts,  try  us,  and  know  our 
thoughts,  and  fee  if  there  be  any  wicked  way  in 
us,  and  lead  us  in  the  way  everlqjling. 

3.  The  reflections  to  which  you  have  at- 
tended admonifh  you  likewife  to  be  on 
your  guard  againft  the  dangerous  influence 
of  fafliion  and  example.  Fafl:iion  drav/s 
after  it  manners  and  opinions  by  a  filent 
and  powerful  charm.  And  each  age  has 
its  peculiar  modes  of  thinking  and  acling. 
Whatever,  therefore,  is  recommended  by 
general  example  we  ought  to  examine  with 
peculiar  fcrupulofity,  not  only  bccaufe  we 
are  prone  to  Aide  into  the  imitation  of  it 
with  an  incautious  facility,  but  becaufe  ge- 
neral manners,  intheprefent  age,  have  de- 
parted far  from  the  purity  and  fimplicity  of 
the  gofpel.  The  ftream  of  falhion  feems, 
indeed,  to  a  certain  diftance,  to  co-incide 
v;ith  that  of  piety  and  virtue  ;  but  then  in- 
fenfibly  feparating  from  it,  it  bears  away 
thofe  who,  Vv'ithout  caution,  commit  tliem- 
felves  to  its  current.  Scrutinize  all  your 
actions,  not  by  what  others  do,  or  permit, 
but  by  the  word  of  God,  vrhich  is  the  infal- 
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libleteft  ofre£litude  and  truth. — Ah  !  how 
often,  in  this  period  of  general  licence,  and 
relaxation  of  morals,  hath  a  fecret  infetlion 
reached  your  hearts  from  that  contamina- 
ted influence  in  the  midft  of  which  you  live? 
How  often  hath  the  fpirit  of  the  world,  car- 
ried into  your  moft  holy  devotions,  left  the 
heart  ftill  barren  and  cold  at  the  throne  of 
grace?  How  often  have  criminal,  or,  doubt- 
ful compliances  with  its  manners  left  a  fe- 
cret taint  upon  the  confcience,  and  invited 
others  to  receive  with  indifference  or 
contempt  a  religion  that  departed  fo  little 
from  their  own  habits? — Learn  then  to  fear 
the  infefctious  commerce  of  the  world — Re- 
tire from  the  midft  of  that  example,  and  of 
thofe  focieties  which  you  find  by  experience 
to  impair  the  holinefs  and  integrity  of  your 
walk  with  God. — Do  you  afk  where  is  the 
forbidden  limit  ?  for,  to  a  certain  degree, 
we  may  innocently  conform  to  the  world. 
It  is  difficult  to  afcertain  it  by  any  univerfal 
rule — One  criterion  however  is  fufficiently 
fure,  the  moment  that  you  perceive  the  fer- 
vor of  your  affetlions  towards  your  Crea- 
tor, your  Saviour,  and  the  objects  of  your 
duty  beginning  to  abate,  the  moment  that 
you  find  yourfelf  obliged  to  excufe,  or  be- 
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ginning  to  make  apologies  to  your  own 
hearts  for  certain  liberties,  that  moment  you 
have  already  gone  too  far. 

If  the  contagion  of  fafhion,  and  fympa- 
thy  with  the  public  manners,  are  able  fome- 
times  to  lead  eftablifhed  chriftians  into  fin, 
much  more  are  youth,  thoughtlefs,  gay, 
eafily  attrafcled  by  every  objeft  of  pleafure, 
and  fufceptible  of  dangerous  imprelTions 
frcmevery  companion  with  whom  they  meet, 
liable  to  corruption  from  the  ill  examples 
that  are  every  where  prefented  to  their  view. 
Seduced  by  a  contagious  fympathy  with  fuch 
affocigjies,  enflamed  with  dilfolute  pleafure 
they  are  hurried  on  in  a  thoughtlefs  career ; 
or,  if  they  ever  think,  it  is  only  to  invent 
apologies  fot  their  vices,  and  to  find  means 
to  hide  their  real  character  from  themfelves. 
They  envelope  them.felves  in  the  mifts  of 
their  pafTions,  and  think  they  are  concealed 
alfo  from  the  eye  of  God.  Ah  !  the  thun- 
ders of  divine  juftice  are  collecting  above 
that  dark  cloud  that  intercepts  your  fight, 
and,  in  the  moment  of  your  greateft  fecuri- 
ty  they  may  bur  ft  forth — wlien  you  are Jay- 
mg peace  andfafety  !  fuddcn  dcJlru51ion JhaLL 
come  upon  you.    In  the  judgment  of  God, 
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your  fecret  faulis  fliall  appear  to  be  manifeft 
crimes,  and  all  the  deceitfulnefs  of  iin  (hall 
be  ftript  off'  before  his  holy  and  impartial 
tribunal. 

With  one  more  admonition  I  conclude 
this  difcourfe.  Beware  of  falfe  principles  in 
religion.  I  fpeak  not  now  of  thofe  atrocious 
doctrines  in  philofophy  that  proftrate  all 
religion,  and  cover  the  moft  enormous  vices 
under  an  appearance  of  reafon.  I  fpeak  on- 
ly of  principles  adopted  by  the  friends  of  pi- 
ety that  fpring  out  of  the  errors  of  their  own 
underllanding,  but,  mingled  with  the  purity 
and  iimplicity  of  the  gofpel,  tend  to  cor- 
rupt it.  From  the  prejudices  of  education, 
and  from  a  yain  confidence  in  the  powers 
of  reafon  they  are  prone  to  confound  cer- 
tain notions  and  abihaflions  of  their  own 
minds  with  the  plain  and  iimple  doClrines 
of  revelation,  and  out  of  the  whole  to  com- 
pofe  one  heterogeneous  mafs.  Their  own 
fpeculations,  they  too  often  make  the  bafis 
of  their  fydem  ;  and  inilead  of  conforming 
their  reafonings  with  the  divine  word,  they 
bend  this  facred  (tandard  into  a  compliance 
with  their  preconceived  ideas.    This  fpirit 
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has  introduced  various  corruptions  into  the 
chriftian  church,  and,  by  the  afcendency 
which  it  has  given  to  the  vain  and  arrogant 
pretenfions  of  reafon  beyond  its  proper 
fphere,  has  hafcened  the  extenfion  of  an 
impious  philofophy.    For,  the  moment  that 
reafon  forfakes  the  guidance  of  revelation, 
and  thofe  obvious  and  univc  rfal  fentiments 
and  feehngs  of  human  nature  upon  which 
the  evidence  of  revelation  is  founded,  there 
is  no  point  of  reft  till  it  has  deftroyed  all 
truth,  and  arrived  at  a  frightful  atheifm. — 
Every  departure  from  the  divine  fimplicity 
of  the  gofpel,  every  mixture  offalfe  fcience 
with  its  pure  and  heavenly  light,  tends  to 
obfcure  its  luftre,  and  to  impair  its  fanftify-  * 
ing  eifecl  upon  the  heart.    Blind  and  erring 
as  we  are,  and  fubjecl  to  innumerable  pre- 
judices, arifing  chiefly  from  the  influence 
of  the  paflions,  every  addition  which  we 
make  to  the  fimple  word  of  God  will,  too 
probably,  become  the  nurfe  of  fome  vice, 
or  foible  of  charafter,  and  mar  the  beauty 
and  confiftency  of  our  chriftian  profeffion 
— it  covers,  under  the  maflv  of  a  profcflion, 
many Jecret faults.    And  according  as  the 
various  fefls  of  religion  approach,  or  de- 
cline from  this  ftandard  we  fee  them  diftin- 
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guiihed  from  one  another  by  the  diflcrent 
degrees  of  their  fanctity,  by  the  fpirit  of 
their  morals,  and  even  by  their  manners. 

JFriendly,  from  the  whole  view  which  we 
have  taken  of  this  fubjefl,  let  me  recall  to 
your  moft  ferious  confideration  the  pro- 
found humility  that  becomes  us  before  the 
throne  of  grace  on  account  of  our  manifold 
and  fecret  imperfefiions.  The  language  of 
the  holy  Pfalmift,  will  be  that  of  every  fm- 
cere  and  penitent  believer — Innumerable 
evils  have  compafled  me  about — mine  ini- 
quities have  taken  hold  upon  me  fo  that  I 
am  not  able  to  look  up — they  are  more  than 
the  hairs  of  my  head,  therefore  my  heart  fail- 
eth  me." — How  many  fins  have  elcaped  our 
knowlege  or  obfervation,  even  in  the  mo- 
ment of  committing  them?  How  many,  on  a 
review  of  life,  have  efcaped  our  recolleciion? 
How  many  have  been  overlooked  through 
the  impofing  inrluence  of  cuftom  and  gene- 
ral example  ?  How  many  have  been  cover- 
ed by  the  deceitfulnefs  of  felf-love?  How 
many  have  pafied  for  innocent  conformi- 
ties v;ith  the  laws  of  nature,  or  have  even 
been  miftaken  for  virtues  through  the  effetl 
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of  falfe  principles  ?  Ah !  Who  can  underjiand 
his  errors?  We  are  ^altogether  as  an  unclean 
thing  !  Our  iniquities,  like  the  wind,  ho.ve  taken 
us  azoay!  Cleanje  us  0  Lord, from fecret faults! 
Keep  back  thy  fervants  alfo  from  prejumptu- 
OILS  fins  ! 

AMEN  ! 
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DISCOURSE  xni. 

ON    PUBLIC  VICES. 


Psalm  xix.  i']. 

(J 

Keep  back  thy  fervant  aljo  frovi  prcjumplu- 
ous  Jins,  . 

PRESUMPTUOUS  SINS  form  a  com- 
prehenfive  clafs  of  evils,  and  embrace 
all  known  and  deliberate  a6ls  of  vice. 
They  require  no  other  defcription,  and  are 
evidently  placed  by  the  facred  writer,  in 
contraft  with  fecret  faults  which  efcape  the 
knowledge  and  obfervation  of  our  own 
minds.  They  are  ftiled  prefiunptuous  on 
account  of  that  hardinefs,  and  infolence  of 
heart  which  they  manifell ;  for,  not  only 
have  they  thrown  off  the  reverence  which 
we  owe  to  that  judge  which  God  hath  feat- 
ed  in  our  own  brealls ;  but  they  infult  the 
authority  of  his  holy  law,  and  fct  at  defi- 
ance the  terrors  of  his  juflicc  with  which  he 
hath  armed  it. 


334 


On  Public  Vices. 


Of  this  clafs  of  fins,  for  the  conviflion, 
and,  if  poffible,  the  reformation  of  the  guil- 
ty, it  is  my  defign  to  treat.  And,  that  1  may 
render  the  illuilration  the  more  clear,  and 
ufeful,!  (hall  divide  them  into  feveral  degrees, 
and  endeavour,  in  fome  meafure,  to  trace 
their  progrefTion. — They  are  fuch  fins  as  are 
com.mitted  againft  the  light  and  conviftion 
of  our  own  minds — they  are  aggravated  by 
the  abufe  of  great  and  diflinguifliing  mer- 
cies— or  by  infenfibihty,  or  a  fpirit  of  revolt 
under  the  judgments  and  correQions  of  di- 
vine providence — they  have  attained  their 
ultimate  progreffion  when  they  come  to  be 
committed  without  fhame — and,  efpecially 
when  thev  dilbover  a  zeal  to  enfnare,  fe- 
duce,  and  corrupt  others. 

I.  They  are,  in  the  firfl:  place,  commit- 
ted againit  the  light  and  conviction  of  our 
own  minds. 

This  chara6ler  embraces  every  grade  of 
them— if  it  extends  to  the  higheit,  it  reach- 
es, alfo,  the  lovml.  It  is  effential  to  their 
nature.  This  chiefly  conllitutes  their  guilt 
that  they  violate  the  diSates,  and  remon- 
firances  of  confcience.    Confcience  is  our 


On  Public  Vices* 


335 


natural  law,  and  our  natural  judge. — It  is 
more — it  is  the  vicegerent  of  God  in  the 
bofom  of  man.  All  its  didates  point  to  a 
higher  fource  of  duty  in  his  will — all  its  re- 
proaches point  to  a  higher  fanftion  in  his 
juftice.  When,  therefore  we  fin  againft  its 
lights,  it  is,  in  the  very  aft,  to  defy  the  au- 
thority of  God  our  Maker.  But  no  fmall 
portion  of  their  guilt  confifts  in  their  viola- 
ting that  reverence  which  a  man  ought  to 
have  for  himfelf,  and  the  law  of  his  own 
breaft.  What  though  the  darknefs  may 
cover  him  ?  What  though  no  human  eye 
may  perceive  him  ?  He  is  his  own  witnefs — 
that  judge  is  intimately  confcious  whom, 
next  to  God,  he  ought  to  refpeft  and  fear — 
before  whom  crime  ihould  tremble,  and  the 
impurity  of  the  thoughts  Ihould  cover  him 
'with  (hame. 

A  good  man  will  cultivate  a  fine  and  del- 
icate fenfibility  of  confcience,  that  he  may 
be  able  to  perceive  the  minutcil  objects  of 
duty,  and  dilcern  even  the  remote  ap- 
proaches of  vice:  and  he  will  Rudy  to  il- 
luminate it  by  all  the  lights  which  he  can 
derive  from  reafon,  from  reflection,  and  the 
word  of  God.    A  wicked  man  feeks  only 
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to  blind  it,  or  to  blunt  its  feelings  ;  and, 
when  he  can  blind  it  no  longer,  he  hardens 
himfelf  againft  its  reproofs.  And,  is  not 
he  a  bold  and  infolent  offender  who  neither 
refpeSs  himfelf,  nor  fears  the  judge  of  the 
univerfe — who  can  venture  upon  ads  of  ac- 
knowledged vice  in  oppofition  to  the  con- 
viclion  of  his  own  mind — to  the  reproaches 
of  his  own  heart — to  the  majeftyand  au- 
thority of  the  divine  law,  and  the  terrors  of 
a  judgment  to  come  ? 

What  then  fnall  we  fay  of  that  flothful  neg- 
left,  or  irreverent  contempt  of  the  houfe  of 
God,  and  the  ordinances  of  Chrift  which  is 
the  difgrace  of  a  people  who  call  themfelves 
by  his  name,  and  which,  in  this  age  of  ima- 
ginary freedom  from  the  moft  facred  ties, 
infefts  fo  many  of  the  profelTors  of  the  gof- 
pel  ?  What  (hall  we  fay  of  that  intempe- 
rance an  d  debauch,  the  frequent  reproach 
of  our  fecial  meetings,  and  even  of  thofe 
conventions  of  the  people,  held  under  the 
authority  of  the  lavvs,  where  the  pureft  mo- 
rals ought  to  reign  in  a  free  country  ?  An 
intemperance  that  impairs  the  health — that 
walles  the  profits  of  indultry — that  mur- 
ders time— that  overturns  the  habits  and 
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principles  of  virtue — that  deRroys  domef- 
tic  peace,  and  entails  mifery  and  ruin  on 
thofe  who  depend  upon  us  ?  What  lhall  we 
fay  of  that  injuitice  and  fraud  that,  in  fo  ma- 
ny fliapes,  has  rii'en  up  among  us  ?  Not  that 
which  is  cognizable  by  the  civil  law,  and  may- 
be remedied  by  its  tribunals,  but  that  v/hich 
efcapes  the  eye  and  the  arm  of  the  law — 
that  criminal  fpeculation  that  tends,  in  its 
progrefs,  to  prolirate  moral  principle,  and 
cafts  honor  and  honefty  into  the  lottery  of 
chances — that  unfairnefs  in  deahng — thofe 
iniquitous  advantages — thofe  impofitions  on 
the  credulity,  the  (implicity,  or  the  neceili- 
ties  of  others  which  can  be  proved,  or  pun- 
iiiied  only  at  the  tribunal  of  confcience  ? 
What  fiiall  we  fay  of  that  ludicrous  jeiting 
on  the  m.oft  facred  fubjccls,  that  indcc  ncy 
and  impurity  of  difcourfe,  which  virtue  can- 
not hear  without  difguft,  nor  delicacy  name 
without  a  bluih,  that  dilhonour  the  convi- 
vial meetings  of  thoughtlefs  youth,  and, 
fometimes  alas  !  even  of  proiiigate  age  ^ 
What  (hall  ^ve  fay  of  that  impious  profana- 
tion of  the  name  of  God,  and  thofe  infernal 
imprecations  that  fo  frequently  infult  our 
ears  both  among  the  great  and  the  little 
Tulgar  ?  JuR  God!  wilt  tl-oii  not  at  length 
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vulgar?  Juft^God!  wilt  thou  not  at  length 
pour  out  that  damnation  on  the  head  of  the 
finner  which  he  audacioufly  invokes  from 
thy  juftice  ? — Can  men  plead  principle  to 
vindicate,  or  ignorance  to  excufe  thefe 
crimes  ?  No  ;  they  are  prefumptuous  of- 
fences— they  are  palpable  violations  of  that 
inward  law  which  God  hath  placed  in  the 
breaft|  of  man  to  regulate  his  conduct. 

11.  The  abufe  of  great  and  diftingufliing 
mercies  conftitutes  another  a^g^ravation, 
and  forms  a  new  clafs  of  prefumptuous  of- 
fences. 

To  enjoy  the  mercies  of  Heaven  without 
thankfulnefsj  efpecially,  when  we  have  been, 
in  any  way,  diitinguifhed  by  its  goodnefs — 
and,  ftill  more,  to  enjoy  them  only  to  abufe 
them,  is  a  proof  of  a  depraved  mind,  and 
of  a  bafe  and  ignoble  heart.  Ingratitude  is 
an  aggravation  of  prefumption. 

Thefe  mercies  may  confift  either  in  ex- 
ternal advantages  of  fortune — in  intellectual 
iii^iprovements — or  in  the  means  of  religious 
knowledge  and  inftruction. 
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If  it  hath  pleafed  God  to  put  it  in  the 
power  of  fome  men  to  enjoy  the  common 
bleffing  of  exiftence  with  more  dignity  and 
fatisfaftion  than  others,  by  crowning  thcni 
with  affluence,  or  raifing  them  to  honoura- 
ble 1-lations,  are  not  their  vices  marked  with 
a  guilt  proportioned  to  their  mifimproved 
advantages  in  life  ?  Yet,  how  often  does 
the  facility  of  gratifying  their  palTions  raifc 
them  above  the  controul  of  the  laws  of  God? 
Perhaps  no  men  are  more  prone  to  abufe 
his  goodncfs,  and  to  turn  it  againft  him- 
ielf,  than  thofe  w^ho  enjoy  it  in  the  greatell 
profufion.  A  pernicious  idlenefs,  profligate 
manners,  impiety  and  licentioufnefs  are  at 
once  their  fm,  and  their  difgrace.  "  Hear 
O  Heavens  !  and  give  ear  O  Earth  !  faith 
the  Spirit  of  God,  appealing  to  all  nature 
againil  thefe  crimes,  I  have  nourifhed  and 
brought  up  children,  and  they  have  rebel- 
led againft  me  ! — The  ox  knoweth  his  own- 
er, and  the  afs  his  mafler  s  crib,  but  IJrael 
doth  not  know,  my  people  doth  not  confider/' 

How  frequently,  likcwife,  are  their  dif- 
tinciions  in  fociety  made  to  foPccr  a  Ipirit 
of  unbecoming  pride,  infolent  to  mankind, 
and  unthankful  to  Almighty  God,  as  if  all 
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that  they  enjoyed  belonged  to  them  by  an 
independent  poffeihon ;  or,  were  the  natural 
reward  of  fuperior  worth  and  merit  in  them- 
lelves? — What!  a  worm  of  duii!  a  vain 
and  gorgeous  atom  proud  of  the  cruft  that 
it  inhabits!  proud  before 4:he  Maker  of  the 
univerfe  in  whofe  prefence  all  human  dif- 
tinftions  are  annihilated!  Blind  and  impi- 
ous prefjmption  !  Thefe  vain  reptiles  per- 
vert the  unm.erited  bounty  of  Heaven  mto 
hoflility  equally  againll  God  and  man. 

It  is  a  ftill  higher  crime  to  employ  in  the 
fervice  of  impiety  the  advantages  of  natural 
talents,  or  intelleduai  improvements. 

Such  talents,  or  fuch  improvem.ents  are 
capable  of  being  employed  to  the  beft,  or 
the  worft  purpoies  in  human  life.  And  the 
guilt  of  their  mifapplication  is  to  be  mea-  ^ 
lured  both  by  the  good  which  they  have 
not  done,  and  Dy  the  evil  of  which  they  have 
been  the  active  caufes.  What  illumination 
and  perfuafive  energy  might  they  not  have 
added  to  the  principles  of  virtue  and  piety  ? 
"What  unhappy  extenfion  and  force  have 
they  not  given  to  the  pernicious  caufe  of 
infidelity  and  vice  ?  Impious  philofophers ! 
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licentious  wits  !  who  fiudy  to  n  ake  the 
eternal  foundations  of  truth  and  morals, 
and  to  deltroy  the  falutary  iniluence  of  reli- 
gion on  the  human  mind!  how  many  crimes, 
not  your  own,  will  at  lall  be  imputed  to 
you  ! 

It  is  a  lam.entable  proof  of  the  corrup- 
tion of  human  nature  that  the  powers  of 
genius,  which  ihould  dilcover  to  m:in  his 
own  imperfection,  and  the  profound  and 
untathom.able  depths  of  the  divine  wifdom, 
fliouldfo  often  lerve  only  to  iuioxicate  the 
heart,  and  to  inflate  it  wuh  vanity — fhould, 
inftead  of  proving  the  blefii ng,  prove  the 
curfe  of  mankind,  by  unfcttlmg  the  princi- 
ples of  fociety  and  morals — nay,  ihould  car- 
ry this  prefumption  fo  far  as  to  attack  the 
eternal  iburce  of  light  and  truth  itfelf,  and 
place  in  its  room  the  faint  and  dubious 
fpark  of  their  own  reafon.  Ah  !  vain  and 
purblind  rec.foa  !  It  refembles  a.proud  in- 
infe6i  which,  becaufe  it  can  emit  a  feeble 
and  deceptive  luRre  in  the  dark,  fhould 
pretend  to  eclipfe  the  fun  by  tlie  (Irength 
of  its  le  mi,  and  fay,  /  will  enlighten  die 
univerle.  Children  of  ignorance'and  va- 
nity !  the  ligiit  of  eternity  Ihall  bring  at 
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dreadful  refutation  of  your  errors — the 
croud  of  viciims  to  your  delufions  that  you 
will  meet  there,  while  they  demonRrate 
your  guilt  with  a  fearful  evidence,  will  add 
augmented  horrors  to  your  condemnation  ! 

To  cur  abufed  mercies  let  us  add  the 
more  common  but  ineftimable  blelfing  of 
the  ordinances  and  inltructions  of  the  gofpel 
— The  lights  and  the  motives  which  they 
add  to  duty  greatly  aggravate  the  guilt  of 
thofe  fmners  w^io  violate  or  who  defpife 
them.  Hard  mull  be  the  heart  which  rehils 
the  counfels  of  divine  w^ifdom,  and  the  in- 
vitations of  divine  mercy  propolcd  in  the 
gofpel.  And  the  truth  is,  that  thofe  who 
have  broken  through  the  reiiraints,  and 
eradicated  the  principles  of  a  pious  educa- 
tion ufually  become  diftinguifhed  in  vice. — 
They  are  quoted  by  fmners  to  the  reproach 
of  religion,  as  they  often  become  the  re- 
proach of  human  nature.  A  finner  en- 
joying the  light  of  the  gofpel,  fins  againft 
the  ftrorig  conviftion  of  his  own  mind — 
againll  the  authority  of  the  divine  law  moft 
ciearly  interpreted  in  the  church— againlt 
the  high  and  interelling  profpeds  of  eternity 
continually  prefented  to  his  mind  i«  the  in- 
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flitutions  of  religion — and  againft  the  ma- 
jefty  and  juftice  of  God  armed  to  enforce 
his  law,  and  to  punifh  its  violation.  But, 
that  which  chiefly  enhances  his  guilt,  is  the 
abufe  of  the  divine  mercy  fo  illultriou{ly  dif- 
played  to  the  world  in  the  crofs  of  Chrifl:, 
and  the  profanation  of  his  mofl  precious 
blood.  Defpifed  mercy  is  often  more  fear- 
ful in  its  effects  than  infulted  juffice.  When 
the  prefumption  of  impiety  rejects  the  bief- 
fed  vi6lim  of  the  crofs,  is  it  not  boldly  to 
invoke  upon  its  own  head  thofe  dreadful 
flames  that  have  confumed  in  our  room  the 
Lamb  of  God  ?■ 

III.  Infenfibility  under  fignal  judgments 
of  divine  providence,  or  a  fpirit  of  revolt 
under  its  flrokes,  and  correfciions,  adds  to 
finning  a  character  of  high  prefumption. 

Judgment,  as  well  as  mercy  is  intended 
for  the  reformation,  and  the  cultivation  of 
mankind.  Frequently,  when  the  goodnefs 
of  God  has  ceafed  to  make  its  proper  im- 
preflion  upon  a  hard  and  impenitent  heart, 
the  flrokes  of  his  juftice  have  at  length 
brought  it  to  reflection.  It  is  ftated  by  the 
holy-ipirit,  as  a  character  of  incorrigible  and 
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hopelefs  impenitence  in  the  nation  of  Ifrael^ 
that  ihe  divine  chaiiifements  were  no  longer 
able  to  reclaim  them.  "  Why,  faith  he, 
fhould  you  be  ftricken  any  more?  Ye  will 
revolt  more  and  more.  The  whole  head 
is  fick,  the  Vvholc  heart  is  faint."  W  hat  (hall 
we  fay,  then,  of  thofe  who  can  deliberately 
return  from  following  their  fellow  finners 
to  the  dull,  whither  they  fnall  themfelves  be 
foon  conveyed,  to  all  their  cuftomary  fol- 
lies, and  habitual  vices?  What  lhail  v;e  fay 
of  thofe  who  have  their  hearts  torn  by  the 
mofl  painful  bereavments,  and  their  hopes 
blafted,  or  their  fortunes  broken  by  a  frown- 
ing providence,  who  never  ferioully  confi- 
der  the  hand  that  fmites  th(  m,  that  they 
may  break  off  their  fins  by  repentance,  nor 
lay  to  heart  the  vanity  of  the  vrorld  that 
they  may  return  to  God  as  their  exceeding 
joy?  What  fhall  we  fay  of  thofe  w^ho,  fink- 
ing under  difeafes  induced  by  their  own 
intemperance  and  profligacy,  inftead  of  be- 
ing led  to  repentance  by  their  fufferings, 
are  ftill,  w^ith  their  remaining  flrength,  pur- 
fuinp-  the  fame  crimes  ?  W  hat  of  thofe  who, 
raging  under  their  impotence  to  enjoy  their 
licentious  pleafures,  or  writhing  under  the 
pains  Y/hich  thofe  pleafures  have  planted  in 
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a  ruined  conftitution,  murmur  at  the  will  of 
Heaven,  rebel  againft  the  ftroke,  or  even 

I  blafpheme  their  Creator  as  the  author  of 
their  miferies?  Is  not  that  a  hard  heart  en 
which  the  judgments  oF  God  make  no  pious 
impreffion?  Is  not  that  a  bold  and  crimmal 
fpirit  that  revolts  againft  the  corrections  of 
a  righteous  and  holy  providence,  and  that 

*w411  even  go  from  fuffering  under  the'ftroke 
to  a  repetition  of  the  crnne  ?  When  the 
fmner  arrives  to  defpife  the  fear  of  God,  he 
feems  to  be  forfaken  of  the  lait  principle  by 
which  he  might  poffibly  be  led  back  to  hi.s 
duty. 

IV.  Another  uep  in  the  progrefs  of  vice 
is  feen  in  the  want  of  fhame,  and  contempt 
of  public  opinion. 

The  common  intercils,  and  therefore  the 
common  fentiments  of  mankind  will  ever 
be  connefted  with  the  great  principles  of 
virtue  and  good  morals.  Thele  fentiments 
furniih  the  mofl  powerful  motives  to  order, 
decency,  and  propriety  of  conducl,  and 
form,  perhaps,  the  ilrongeft,  as  well  as  the 
moft  delicate  ties  that  connect  fociety  toge- 
ther. Laws  may  be  called  its  chains— 
'  Ww 
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principles  and  opinions  are  its  filken  cords. 
Each  fmgly  may  poffefs  fmall  force — but, 
infinitely  multiplied  and  interwoven,  they 
become  ilronger  than  chains.    Nature  hath 
fubjecled  us  to  the  fentiments  of  one  ano- 
ther ;   and  every  modefl:  and  ingenuous 
mind  will  profoundly  refpetl  the  opinion 
of  the  public.    Sinners,  w^ho  are  not  yet 
abandoned,  ftudy  to  conceal  their  crimes 
from  public  view,  and  to  find  for  them  the 
protection  of  obfcurity  and  retirement. 
Therefore  are  they  called  the  works-  of  dark- 
nefs,  not  only  becaufe  they  lead  down  to 
the  blacknefs  of  darknefs  forever,  but  becaufe 
they  feek  for  themfelves  the  deepeft  (hades 
to  cover  them  from  the  eye  of  the  world. 
In  the  clouds  of  night  riot  and  debauchery 
endeavour  to  hide  their  enormities — then 
theft  and  robbery  come  forth  from  their 
lurking  places — malice  and  envy  ilioot  their 
arrows  in  the  dark — there  lull  fpreads  a 
veil  over  its  (hameful  and  impure  myfteries. 
"  In  the  twilight,  faith  Solomon,  in  the 
evenin,2^,  in  the  black  of  dark  night,'"'  the 
bait  is  laid  by  loofe  pleafure  for  the  unwa- 
ry youth — He  goeth  after  her  ftraight 
way,  as  the  ox  goeth  to  the  flaughter,  or, 
as  a  fool  to  the  correftion  of  the  Hocks, 
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till  a  dan  flrike  through  his  liver— as  a  bird 
hafteth  to  the  fnare,  and  knoweth  not  that 
it  is  for  his  life.'  "^  As  long  as  the  finner 
continues  to  feek  concealment  for  his 
crinaes,  it  is  a  proof  of  fome  remaining  mo- 
defty  of  mind  that  is  Hill  capable  of  refor- 
mation. But  when  vice  ftalks  abroad  with 
an  unblufhing  face — when  intemperance 
Itaggers  and  vociferates  in  the  ftreets — when 
fraud  and  injuftice  can  come  forth  with  the 
countenance  of  integrity,  and  ill-gotten 
wealth  is  confidered  as  a  fubftiiute  for  ho- 
nor, and  for  confcience — when  luilfeeks  no 
veil  for  its  orgies,  and  the  mod  criminal 
connexions  are  avowed  without  fliame,  the 
laft  fences  of  piety  and  virtue  are  broken 
down,  and  the  mind  is  prepared  to  go  to  any 
extreme  to  which  appetite  may  impel,  or 
opportunity  invite. 

Does  the  want  of  fliame,  it  may  be  a(k- 
ed,  mark  a  higher  degree  in  the  progrefs  of 
vice  than  thole  charafters  of  it  which  have 
been  already  named — refiftance  to  tlie  au- 
thority of  confcience — ingratitude  for  the 
mercies  of  God — and  impenitence  under 
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his  corrections  ? — It  does — men  are  often 
rettrained,  by  a  principle  of  decency,  from 
public  and  open  vice  long  after  they  have 
lolt  the  fear  of  God.  Accordingly  the  pro- 
phet fpeaks  of  it  as  the  confummation  of 
the  crnnes  of  Ifrael,  and  the  fure  prefage  of 
the  deRruftion  of  the  nation.  Were  they 
aihamed  when  they  had  committed  abomi- 
nation ?  Nay,  they  were  not  at  all  aihamed, 
neither  could  they  blulh :  therefore  they 
fnall  fall  among  them  that  fall  ;  at  the  time 
that  1  vifit  them  they  fliali  be  caft  dow^n 
faith  the  Lord.''^ 

But.  it  is  the  proof  of  a  ftill  more  obdu- 
rate mind  when  the  profligate  has  arrived 
at  the  monftrous  vanity  of  glorying  in  his 
fliame.  It  is  not  enough  for  him  to  have 
overcome  the  modelty  of  nature,  and  to  for- 
get, or  to  dcfpife  the  awful  cenfure  of  the 
"'.vorld  ;  he  hardens  his  countenance  into 
brafs,  infults  the  public  manners  and  fenti- 
ments,and  braves  the  terrors  of  the  Supreme 
Judge  of  Heaven  and  earth.  Sometimes 
w'e  fee  the  horrid  fpeftacle  of  youth  who 
boall  their  fcenes  of  riot  and  debauchery — 
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vho  triumph  over  the  innocence  they  have 
betrayed — who  repeat  in  the  midd  of  blaf- 
phemies,  their  feats  of  intemperance  and 
licentioufnefs — who,  not  contented  with 
fearing  the  night  with  their  crimes,  dare  to 
pollute  the  day  with  their  ihameful  recital — 
who  glory  in  being  beads,  rather  than  in 
being  men.  Ah  !  what  a  corrupted  talle ! 
what  hardened  hearts  ! 

Another  clafs  of  thefe  w^orthlefs  men, 
equally  weak  in  their  underftandings,  and 
corrupted  in  their  morals,  left  you  Ihould 
fufpe(:tthem  of  principle,  or  of  being  influ- 
enced by  any  remains  of  a  virtuous  and  pi- 
ous education,  which  they  wilh  to  be  for- 
gotten, boalt  even  of  vices  of  which  they 
have  not  been  guilty,  and  are  ambitious  of 
appearing  adepts  in  iniquity  before  they 
have  been  able  entirely  to  (hake  off  the 
power  of  confcience,  and  the  modefly  and 
timidity  of  their  firlt  habits.  They  boall  of 
licentious  fcenes,  in  which  they  have  not 
been  engaged,  and  of  ruined  chaflity  which 
they  have  never  had  the  effrontery  to  at- 
tempt. Wretches !  defpicable  to  their  com- 
panions, and  worthy  the  abhorrence  of  all 
good  men !  even  chridian  charity  can  hard- 
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ly  forbear  to  mingle  an  indignant  contempt 
along  with  her  compaffion  for  their  deplo- 
rable folly. 

But  to  virtue  the  moft  contemptible,  and 
to  piety  the  moft  afflicting  example  of  this 
kind,  is  an  old  and  cecrepid  finner  boaft- 
ing  the  profligacy  of  his  youth.  When 
indulgence  has  loft  its  relifti — when  patfion 
is  no  longer  an  excufe  for  folly — when  vice 
has  no  charms  but  in  remembrance,  to  fee 
the  decayed  and  miferable  remnants  of  a 
man  exhauftedin  the  fervice  of  fm,  having 
no  refource  within  himfelf,  and  in  the  affec- 
tions and  hopes  of  religion,  endeavouring 
to  excite  his  w^afted  appetites,  and  to  tickle 
a  fenfual  imagination  by  the  recolleflion  of 
fcenes  of  brutal  pleafure,  is  among  the  moft 
deplorable  of  all  objects.  Age  glorying  in 
its  ftiame  feems  to  be  the  neareft  refemblance 
on  earth  of  infernal  fpirits  who  purfue 
abfolute  wickednefs  without  interelt,  and 
triumph  in  it  without  enjoyment. 

V.  The  ultimate  degree  in  that  fatal  pro- 
grelTion  of  vice  which  I  am  endeavouring 
to  trace  conftfts  in  a  zeal  to  infnare,  feduce, 
and  corrupt  others. 
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Aflivity  to  extend  the  principles,  and 
augment  the  numbers  of  a  party  is  one  of 
the  moft  unequivocal  evidences  of  fincerity 
in  its  caufe.    Many  vicious  men,  contented 
with  being  guilty  themfelves,  are  willing  to 
leave  the  reft  of  the  world  to  follow  their 
own  inclinations.    But  the  zealous  parti- 
zans  of  impiety  are  ever  ready  to  exert  all 
their  talents  to  give  a  pernicious  extenfion 
to  their  corrupted  principles.  Ilaftening 
to  ruin  themfelves,  they  are  folicitous  to 
draw  others  with  them  to  the  fame  perdition. 
— Some,  through  a  perverted  fociability, 
delire  companions  in  their  crimes  only  to 
increafe  their  ow^n  enjoyments.  Knowing 
no  other  fatisfa6iions  but  thofe  which  vice 
affords,  they  efteem  religion  merely  as  the 
refource  of  our  laft  moments  when  all  the 
pleafures  of  the  world  are  about  to  forfake 
us — or  the  occupation  of  weak  minds  who 
knew  not  how  to  enjoy  life.    Having  cor- 
rupted their  tafte  to  the  relifli  of  the  moll 
impure  and  tainted  ftreams,  they  are  not 
fatisfied  unlefs  they  ftoop  to  drink  of  every 
ftagnant  and  filthy  puddle  that  has  gathered 
in  their  way — others,  deriving  confidence 
from  aifociates  in  guilt,  are  the  more  ambi- 
tious to  dilfeminate  the  poifon  of  their  im- 
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piety.  Notwithftanding  their  affaincd  au- 
dacity,  Ibmething  within  ftill  fecretly  mif- 
gives  them,  and  mixes  an  uneafy  doubt  at 
the  bottom  of  their  pleafures.  The  appre- 
henfions  of  guilt  require,  the  infiuence  of 
numbers  to  allay  them,  and  to  reRore  con- 
fidence to  the  heart.  The  finner  is  a  coward 
who  often  depends  for  his  fecurity  and  cour- 
age on  the  example  of  others.  Hence  that 
fcandalous  zeal  v/hich  the  profligate  frequent- 
ly difcover  to  fcatter  the  contagion  of  irreli- 
gious principles  and  to  fp read  the  infeftion 
of  licentious  manners. — But,  not  a  few,  ftill 
more  malignant,  ftudy  to  corrupt  the  mor- 
als of  others  through  enmity  to  the  pure  and 
humble  fpirit  of  piety.  1  he  bitternefs  of 
their  hearts  they  vent  in  keen  reproaches, 
and  infulting  feoffs — by  feducing  the  unwa- 
ry, and  offering  themfelves  as  leaders  to 
thofe  who  are  y'et  but  juft  entering  on  the 
paths  of  vice.  Above  all,  if  they  can  fhake 
the  faith  of  a  believer  in  Chrift,  or  corrupt 
one  whofe  firft  inclinations  were  in  favour 
of  religion,  with  what  malicious  fatisfattion 
they  contemplate,  or  with  Vvhat  infolent 
mirth  they  triumph  over,  their  deluded 
prey!  It  is  not  their  own  enjoyment 
which  they  feek  in  particular  acts  cf"  vice, 
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nor  the  heightened  enjoyment  which  affo- 
elates  in  iniquity  confer,  but  they  derive  an 
infernal  pleafure  from  the  ruin  of  innocence 
itfelf.  Their  malignity  is  gratified  by  being 
themfelves  the  inltruments  of  corrupting  it. 
— This  appears  to  be  the  laft  ftage  of  impi- 
ety upon  earth,  and  contains  the  moll  open, 
daring,  and  criminal  hollility  againil  truth 
and  virtue. 

In  this  clafs  of  finners  may  be  ranked, 
likewife,  thofe  numerous  writers  and  artiils 
who  endeavour  to  corrupt  the  public  mo- 
rals by  debauching  the  imagination,  or  bv 
vitiating  tiie  public  tade  for  amufementand 
pleafure.  In  the  former,  wc  often  fee  vice 
rendered  more  feductive  by  an  enchanting 
brilliancy  of  genius.  The  latter  go  direct- 
ly to  deprave  the  heart  through  tlie  organs 
of  the  fenfes.  Seducing  images,  indecent 
pictures,  loofe  fcenes,  and  an  nriniodeft  wit 
contribute  their  aid  to  fpread  the  infection 
of  vice.  Even  thofe  low  diverfions,  which 
in  many  places  are  fo  eagerly  fought  after,  by 
afiemblins^the  idle,  the  thouchtlef>,  and  the 
difiipated,  and  debafing  the  taile,  archallen- 
ing  the  degeneracy  of  manners. — But  what 
fliall  we  liiv  of  thole  brodiels  of  loofe  plea- 
X  X 
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fure,  and  thofe  places  of  ruinous  gaming 
where  youth  fo  often  throw  away  virtue/and 
honor  and  eftate  and  heakh  ?  Temples 
are  they  of  iniquity — houfes  of  peltilence 
whence  the  mod  dire  contagion  is  fpread 
through  fociety.  How  criminal  are  the 
leaders  and  a£tors  in  thefe  fcandalous  and 
corrupting  fcenes  !  Nor  are  thofe  who  en- 
courage them  by  their  prefence,  or  fupport 
them  by  their  contributions,  free  from  a 
deep  guilt. 

To  thefe  pernicious  corrupters  of  man- 
kind are  to  be  added  the  pretended  philofo- 
phers  who,  in  the  prefent  age,  are  fo  affid- 
uoufliy  driving  to  undermine  the  founda- 
tions both  of  natural,  and  of  revealed  reli- 
gion. And  for  what  end  ?  Is  it  for  the 
love  of  virtue  ?  Alas !  the  very  bafis  of 
virtue  is  deRroyed  vvhen  religion  is  taken  a- 
way — Is  it,  as  they  fo  often  profefs,  through 
regard  to  the  interefts  of  fociety,  and  the 
happinefs  of  mankind  ?  Ah  !  fociety  with- 
out religion  would  foon  become  a  chaos  of 
pafTions  and  of  crimes.  What  then  is  the 
motive  of  all  this  ingenious  but  perverted 
induftry  ?  Is  it  not  to  be  found  in  enmity 
of  heart  againft  that  purity  and  holineft 
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which  religion  requires  ?  Is  it  not  fome  vice 
of  character  that  renders  them  obnoxious* 
to  the  awful  fanftions  of  religion.  But, 
whatever  it  be,  no  lins  can  be  more  fatal  in 
their  confequences,  or  draw  after  them  a 
greater  train  of  ruin.    Youth  is  corrupted 
—the  foundations  of  fociety  are  fliaken — 
reverence  for  the  Deity  is  annihilated — his 
providence  is  denied — his  juRice  fet  at  de- 
fiance— his  love  in  the  redemption  of  the 
world  profaned  and  infulted — the  bleffed 
Saviour  again  rejeiled  of  men ! — If  a  zeal 
to  make  profelytes  to  the  pernicious  caufe 
of  impiety  and  vice  is  among  the  highell 
degrees  of  open  and  prefumptuous  finning 
— if  a  fatal  fuccefs  aggravates  the  guilt,  how 
criminal  are  you  ye  corrupters  of  the  age ! 
If  the  blelTmg  of  thofe  who  are  ready  to 
perifh  fhall  come  upon  the  good  man  who 
hath  contributed  to  their  lalvation,  furely 
upon  you  (hall  come  the  blood  and  the 
curfe  of  thoufands  who  have  been  deftroy- 
ed  by  your  influence  ! 

The  illuftration  of  this  fub  jca  has  run  in- 
to fo  great  length  that  your  cxhaultcd  time 
will  not  permit  me  to  make  the  numerous 
reflcaions  that  naturally  arifc  from  it,  and 
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nriight  be  profitably  improved.  I  {hall  con- 
tent  niyfelf  with  one  or  two. 

The  firft  idea  that  fuggefts  itfelf  is  the  in- 
fidious  nature,  and  the  dangerous  progref- 
fion  of  vice.  No  man  becomes  abandoned 
at  once.  Secret  faults  precede  open,  and 
public  vices — and,  among  thefe  laft  there 
is  a  wide  diftance  between  the  firft  violations 
of  known  duty,  and  that  hardened  profliga- 
cy which  learns  at  length  to  fin  without 
fname.  Beware,  therefore,  of  the  beginnings 
of  vice — they  are  like  the  letting  out  of 
water  which  foon  encreafes  to  a  mighty- 
flood.  Its  habits  are  incelfantly  advancmg, 
and  men  frequently  arrive,  in  the  progrefs 
of  time,  calmly  to  perpetrate  crimes  on 
which  they  would  once  have  looked  with 
a  degree  of  horror.  Break  off,  in  feafon, 
your  fens  by  repentance,  and  return  unto  the 
Lord  and  he  will  have  mercy  upon  you,  and 
to  our  God  and  he  will  abundantly  pardon 
you.  But  remember  that  there  is  a  point 
of  impiety  beyond  which  there  is  no  more 

facrifice  for  fins.  Deplorable  is  his  ftate 

w^ho  has  corrupted,  or  filenced  the  judge 
within  him— who  has  torn  away  all  the  re- 
ftraints  of  that  internal  law  in  his  own 
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brcafl — who  has  violated  confcience  till  it 
has  ceafed  to  Tpeak.  If  he  has  arrived  to 
fin  in  peace,  it  is  only  becaufc  he  is  aban- 
doned of  God,  his  peace  is  the  dreadful 
calm  that  precedes  a  ftorm — and  God  is 
preparing  the  thunders  that  fhall  avenge 
his  infulted  truth  and  juflice.  Hov/  fearful 
are  his  decrees  !  Becaufe  1  have  called  and 
ye  refufed.  I  have  ilretched  out  my  hand 
and  no  man  regarded — but  ye  liave  fct  at 
naught  all  my  counfcl  and  would  none  of 
my  reproof,  I  alfo  will  laugh  at  your  cala- 
mity, I  will  mock  when  your  fear  cometh  ; 
when  your  fear  cometh  as  defolation,  and 
your  deltruftion  cometh  as  a  whirlwind  ; 
when  diftrefs  and  anguifli  comeili  upon  you. 
Then  {hall  they  call  upon  me  but  1  will 
not  anfwer,  they  fnall  feck  me  early,  but 
they  Ihali  not  find  m.e :  for  that  they  hated 
knowlegc  and  did  not  chufe  the  fear  of  the 
Lord.  They  would  none  of  my  counfel — 
they  defpifed  all  my  reproof:  therefore  they 
{hall  eat  of  the  fruit  of  their  own  way,  and 
be  filled  with  their  own  devices/*'* 

It  would  be  in  vain  to  addrefs  a  reproof 
or  an  admonition  to  thofe  hardened  offen- 


*  Proverbs  i.  24 — 31. 


358 


On  Public  Vices, 


ders  who  have  arrived  at  the  higheft  de- 
grees of  vice — who  have  grown  infenfible 
to  ftiame — who  have  become  apoftles  of 
impiety,  and  leaders  in  profligacy.  Sel- 
dom are  they  to  be  found  in  the  houfe  of 
God.  They  voluntarily  place  themfelves 
beyond  the  reach  of  our  remonitrances. 
I  can  only  hold  them  up  as  beacons  for 
your  warning. — Ah  !  my  young  friends ! 
let  not  the  fatal  progrefs  of  your  own  fol- 
lies mark  you  out  hereafter  as  beacons  for 
the  warning  of  others.  Beware  of  the  ex- 
amples and  the  foiicitations  to  evil  that  af- 
fail  you  on  every  hand.  The  time  comeih 
faith  the  apoftle,  zohen  the  wicked  vien  and  fe- 
ducers JJialL  zvax  -voorje  end  voorje.  Is  not 
that  time  now  ?  Hardly  can  youth  walk 
abroad  without  meeting  v/ith  criminal  ob- 
jefts  to  invite,  dangerous  companions  to 
folicit,  fcenes  of  tem^ptation  to  corrupt 
them.  Ah  !  how  indullrious  are  the  cham- 
pions of  vice !  Inceffant  in  their  labours  to 
corrupt  and  to  deftroy — afliduous  in  mif- 
chief,  as  if  they  were  honeft  men  employed 
in  a  good  caufe,  hardly  can  you  efcape  the 
innumerable  fnares  which  they  have  laid 
for  you.  Truft  not  thole  ialfe  illwninaLions 
\o  which  the  vain  pretenders  to  a  monopo- 
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ly  of  reafon  have  boldly  laid  claim,  while 
they  have  only  poifoned  the  minds  ot'youih, 
corrupted  manners,  and  torn  afunder  all 
the  moral  bands  of  fociety.    Impious  fana- 
tics !  illuminated  only  to  themfelves,  and  in 
the  vifions  of  their  own  fancy  !  another  age 
will  hold  them  in  merited  contempt — this 
age  ought  to  pour  upon  them  that  indigna- 
tion which  is  due  to  their  multiplied  crimes. 
Retire  from  the  contagion  both  of  their 
prefumptuous  folly,  and  their  prefuvipiuous 
Jins.    And  may  the  Father  of  lights  impart 
to  you  that  toifdom  that  cometh  from  above, 
that  is  pure,   and  full  of  good  fruits,  for 
Chrift'sfake! 

AMEN! 


[   36o  ] 


DISCOURSE  XIV. 

ON    D  K  A  T  H. 

THE    UNCERTAINTY    OF   THAT    INTERESTING  EVENT, 
AND  THE   PROPER   IMPROVEMENT   OF  IT. 


Matthew  xxiv.  42. 

Watch,  therefore,  for  ye  know  not  what  hour 
your  Lord  loill  come, 

THE  end  of  the  world,  and  the  period 
of  life,  to  both  which  events  our  Sa- 
viour in  this  paffage  feems  to  refer,'  are 
equally  involved  in  profound  uncertainty  ; 
yet  is  it,  perhaps  of  equal  importance  that 
we  fhould  always  expeci  them,  and  ai ways 
ftand  prepared  to  meet  them.  The  judg- 
ment only  announces  to  the  univerfe  the 
fentence  that  palTcs  upon  every  foul  at  its 
reparation  from  the  body.  The  uncertain- 
ty of  this  latter  period  on  which  only  I 
wifli,  at  prefent,  to  fix  your  attention,  ought 
continually  to  occupy  the  mind  with  the 
moll  interefting  refieciions.     While  the 
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Bridegroom  delays  his  coming,  thofe  ^vho  arc 
in  waiting,  expeding  his  appearance,  Ihould 
preferve  their  lamps  trimmed  and  burnirKT : 
and  the  exhortation  which  he  addreUcdTo 
the  virgins  in  the  parable  he  addrelFes  to 
all — watch,  for  ye  knozv  not  ^^hat  hour  your 
Lord  will  come.  Yet  is  there  no  event 
which  men  are  more  prone  to  forget — 
which  they  ftudy  more  to  exckide  from 
their  thoughts  than  that  which  is  forever  to 
break  their  ties  v/ith  this  world,  and  to  fix 
beyond  it  their  immutable  deltiny.  As  it 
was  in  the  days  of  Noah,  in  the  age  before 
the  flood,  j'i  fiall  it  be  aljo  m  the  days  of  the 
Son  of  Man,  and  fo  is  it  commonly,  in  the 
cafe  of  each  individual,  with  regard  to  that 
filent  and  conltant  flood  that  is  fweeping 
before  it  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  earth — 
they  did  eat,  they  drank,  they  married  wives, 
they  zvere  given  in  marriage  until  the  day 
that  Noah  entered  into  the  ark  :  and  tlie  food 
came  and  dcftroyed  them  all.  Men  are  en^ 
gaged  in  bufinefs,  or  in  pleafure,  in  the 
plans  of  ambition,  in  the  fchemes  of  ava- 
rice, in  the  cares  of  fortune,  in  the  purfuits 
of  amufement,  in  the  whirl  of  folly,  till  aj)- 
proaching,  by  imperceptible  degrees,  the 
Yy 
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verge  of  the  grave,  in  one  dreadful  mo- 
ment of  furprize,  they  plunge  into  it. 

That  we  (liall  die,  is  a  truth  fo  manifeft^ 
and  fo  frequently  repeated,  that  it  hath  al- 
moU  ceafed  to  be  felt.  And  the  uncertainty 
of  the  time  of  our  departure  hence,  which 
ought  to  keep  it  ever  prefent*  to  our  view, 
is  that  very  circumftance  which  human 
corruption  lays  hold  of  to  make  us  forget 
it  altogether. 

This  fearful  uncertainty  fliall  be  the 
znhole  fubjeli  of  our  meditation  at  prefent. 

It  is  a  fubjeft,  however,  fo  frequently 
treated  of,  and  fo  conilantly  prefentcd  to  us 
in  the  whole  courfe  of  providence,  that 
nothing  new,  nothing,  indeed,  that  is  not 
trite  can  now  be  faid  upon  it.  All  that  I 
can  hope  is  to  recall  to  your  memory  a  few 
of  thofe  ideas  which  you  have  heard  a 
thoufand  times  repeated,  and  to  endeavour 
to  give  them,  if  poITible,  a  new  impreffion 
on  the  heart. 

"  Of  that  hour  knoweth  no  man."  Ac- 
cordingly v/e  fee  the  feeble  and  the  ftrong. 
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the  hujiblc  and  the  great,  tiie  young  and 
thofe  in  middle  life,  nifancy  and  age  min- 
gled promifcuou{ly  in  the  dufh  Death 
equally  ftrikes  a:t  all  ;  and  every  moment 
from  the  cradle  to  the  grave  Hiould  be  re- 
garded as  the  poffible  moment  of  our  own 
departure.  Men  are  furprifed  in  the  midfl 
of  buhnefs,  in  the  midft  of  pleafure,  in  the 
midft  of  the  mod  firm  health,  in  the  midft 
of  the  flattering  profpefts  of  fortune 
that  are  opening  round  them — taken  in  the 
moments  when  they  are  leaft  thoughtful, 
and,  in  their  own  apprehenfions,  the  farth- 
eft  from  danger. 

Life  is  a  fountain  fed  by  a  thoufand 
fl:reams  that  periflies  if  one  be  dried — It  is 
a Jilver  cord  twifted  with  a  thoufand  firings 
that  parts  afunder  if  one  be  broken.  Frail 
and  thoucxhtlefs  mortals  are  furrounded 
by  innumierable  daiigers  which  make  it 
much  more  (Irange  that  they  efcape  fo  long 
than  that  they  almoft  all  peri!h  fuddenly  at 
laft.  We  are  encorapaflcd  with  accidents 
ever  ready  to  crufh  the  mouldering  tenc- 
nient  that  we  inhabit — The  feeds  oi  difeafe 
:  re  planted  in  our  confiitution  by  the  hand 
of  nature— The  earth  and  the  atmofphere. 
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whence  we  draw  our  life,  are  impregnated 
with  death — Health  is  made  to  operate  its 
ov/n  deflrufiion — The  food  that  nourifhes 
the  body  contains  the  elements  of  its  decay 
— The  foal  that  animates  it  by  a  vivifying 
fire  tends  to  wear  it  out  by  its  aftion — 
Death  lurks  in  ambufh  about  all  our  paths. 

Notv/ithftanding  this  is  a  truth  fo  palpa- 
ble, and  confirmed  by  daily  examples  before 
our  eyes,  how  little  do  we  lay  it  to  heart ! 
We  fee  our  friends  and  neighbours  perifhing 
around  us,  but  how  feldom  does  it  occur  to 
our  thoughts  that  our  own  knell,  perhaps, 
fhail  give  the  next  fruitlefs  warning  to  the 
v/orld. 

Would  you  have  apifture  of  human  fol- 
ly and  inconfideration  ?  Imagine  a  multi- 
tude of  children  blindfold,  and  engaged  in 
thoughtlefs  Iports,  while  death  is  walkmg  in 
the  midfl  of  them  fliaking  a  fatal  dart.  He 
pierces  one,  and  then  another  and  another — 
Deftruftion  overtakes  them — their  agonies 
feize  upon  them ;  but  they  know  not 
whence  the  evil  comes.  The  furvivors  are 
aftoniihed  for  a  moment ;  but,  not  percei- 
ving the  cruel  murderer^  they  play  on,  and 
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the  next  moment  they  are  pierced  tliem- 
felves.  This  is  an  image  of  men.  'lliey 
are  blind  to  their  approaching  fate  till  it  has 
overtaken  them.  That  uncertainty  which 
fnould  forever  place  it  before  their  eyes, 
they  make  the  means  of  baniihing  it  from 
their  thoughts.  All  grounds  are  affumed 
by  th^m,  however  contradiflory,  to  flatter 
themfelves  with  the  delufive  hopes  of  life. 
The  healthy  expeft  to  live,  becaufe  they  do 
not  perceive  in  themfelves  the  fymptoms  of 
decay — The  infirm  expeft  to  live,  becaufe 
their  infirmity  has  become  a  habit — The 
young  expeti  to  live,  becaufe  they  have  not 
lived  fo  long  as  others — And  the  old,  be- 
caufe they  have  lived  longer.  W  ho  ex- 
pects his  laft  ficknefs  till  it  has  overtaken 
him  ?  Who  of  the  fick  apprehends  helhall 
die  till  Ms  cafe  has  become  defperate  ?  And, 
even  in  the  laft  agonies,  frequently,  does  he 
not  look  to  f  nd  lome  Ihred  of  hope,  becaufe 
life  is  ftill  polfible  ? — Oh  !  fatal  deceiver  I 
that  forever  blmds  the  finner  and  cheats 
him  of  his  falvation  !  that  infiituates  him 
with  the  world  and  makes  him  unmindful 
of  his  eternal  ftate  !  that  perfuades  him  to 
truft  to  life,  and  hides  the  importance,  and 
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even  the  certainty  of  dying  in  the  uncer- 
tainty of  the  time  of  death  ! 

If  God,  in  fome  clear  and  manifeft  way, 
fliould  indicate  to  us,  as  he  did  to  Hezekiah, 
the  term  of  our  years,  and  give  us  affur- 
ance  that,  at  fuch  an  appointed  time,  we 
fhould  die,  would  not  that  hxed  period  con- 
tinually occupy  our  minds  P"^  Could  M^e  fuf- 
ferittoefcapc  a  moment  from  ourthoughts  ? 
Hurried  perpetually  acrofs  the  interval  be- 
tween us  and  that  inilant  that  ihould  decide 
our  everlading  ftate,  it  v/ould  appear  too 
fliort  for  the  work  we  fnould  have  to  do  in 
it.  The  image  of  death,  forever  prefent, 
Vv'ould  efface  the  impreffions  of  the  vrorld — 
it  would  render  unlawful  pleafures  infipid 
and  difgufting — we  could  feel  no  other  in- 
terefls  but  thofe  that  connected  us  with  eter- 
nity.— If  then  death,  feen  at  a  diflance,  but 
at  a  certain  and  determ.ined  period,  would 
fo  alarm,  would  fo  occupy  our  thoughts, 
would  fo  detach  the  heart  from  the  v.  orld^ 
is  it  not  extreme  folly  to  fuffer  this  folemn 
and  intere fling  event,  now',  that  it  miay  ar- 
rive everv  moment,  to  flin  from  our  minds  ? 
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Yet,  fuch  is  the  infatuation  of  men  ! — death, 
that  is  ever  at  the  door — death  that  is  rea- 
dy to  furprife  them  at  thofe  feafons  when 
they  leaft  think  of  it — death  is  forgotten — 
and  leaves  the  world,  their  palhons,  and 
their  vices  in  full  dominion  in  the  heart. 
Like  the  fool  they  fay,  my  foul!  take  thine 
eafe,  thou  hajl  much  goods  laid  up  for  many 
years  :  and  becaufe  it  is  not  clearly  and  un- 
equivocally denounced  to  them,  this  night 
thy  foul  fiall  be  required  of  thee,  they  live  as 
if  they  were  to  live  here  forever. 

Did  this  uncertainty  regard  merely  the 
time,  the  place,  or  the  manner  of  our  de- 
parture hence,  it  would  be  a  fubjeft  of  com- 
paratively little  moment.  To  a  fmcere 
chriftian  v/hofe  eternal  interells  are  fecure^ 
it  can  be  of  fmall  importance  indeed  whe- 
ther he  makes  his  change  now  or  hereafter, 
according  to  the  ordinary  courfe  of  nature, 
or  by  fome  more  fudden  and  unforefccn  ac- 
cident. In  the  favour  and  proteftion  of 
God  he  is  always  fafe.  Whenever  he  leaves 
the  world,  he  is  delivered  from  a  pain- 
ful exile  and  brought,  with  unfpeakable  joy, 
into  the  prefence  of  his  heavenly  Father.— 
If  he  arrives  by  a  Ihorter,  or  a  rougher  path 
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than  others,  ftlll  he  haftens  home  with  de- 
light, and  the  glorious  recompence  of  his  fi- 
delity makes  him  forget  all  the  dangers  of 
the  way — But  the  dreadful  uncertainty  ro 
thofe  who  are  without  God,  and  without  Chrift 
in  the  world,  is  the  uncertainty  of  their  falva- 
tion. — Eternal  happinefs,  and  eternal  mife- 
ry  are  placed  at  the  end  of  their  courfe,  and, 
as  yet,  they  know  not  which  fiiall  be  their 
portion.  Onwards  they  are  preffingthrough 
a  fhort  and  doubtful  pilgrimage,  blindfold, 
and  carelefs  of  the  deftiny  that  is  before 
them.  Ah  !  my  brethren  !— what  is  it  you 
leave  in  this  fearful  ftate  of  doubt  ?  The 
immortal  intevefts  of  your  fouls  ! — You 
ftand  between  Heaven  and  Hell,  and  it  is 
not  yet  decided  whether,  with  Lazarus,  you 
fliall  be  home  by  angels  into  Abrahains  bojom, 
and  the  eternal  manfions  of  the  bleffed,  or, 
with  the  rich  finner,  you  (hall  fmk  down  to 
unquenchable  burnings  whence  you  Ihall  lift 
your  eyes  in  vain  to  the  throne  of  mercy,  he- 
ing  in  torments.  You  are  haftening  to  eter- 
nity— Concerns  of  infinite,  and  everlafling 
confequence  hang  on  one  brief,  uncertain 
moment.  Is  this  a  fituation  in  which  you. 
can  poffefs  your  fouls  in  tranquility  ?  Can 
you  compofe  yourfelves  to  peace,  and  com- 
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mk  your  immortal  happinefs  to  liazard  ? 
Can  any  zeal,  can  any  labours  be  too  great 
t<^  eftabliQi  it  upon  folid  and  immoveable 
foundations  ?  and  to  flied  upon  your  lall 

moments  the  bleffcd  light  of  hope  ?  Oh  ! 

remember  that  this  is  not  like  the  common 
uncertainties  of  life  in  which  we  may  learn 
lelTons  of  wifdom  and  prudence  from  our 
errors  themfelves,  and  time  may  enable  us 
to  repair  the  effects  of  paft  mifcarriagcs — 
mifcarriaore  here  is  irretrievable — the  defti- 

nies  of  eternity  are  unchangeable.  God, 

who  is  the  fovereign  arbiter  of  the  times 
and  allotments  of  men  affigns  to  fome  a 
longer,  to  others  a  {horter  period — but,  to 
none  does  he  ever  permit  a  repetition,  or  a 
prolongation  of  their  trial.  Death  is  the 
point  that  fixes  their  ftate  for  eternity. — 
According  to  the  deeds  done  in  the  body 
they  (hall  be  judged.  All  their  works  prefs 
round  the  foul  in  that  important  and  deci- 
five  moiTient,  and  follow  her  to  the  great 
tribunal.  If  they  have  been  evil,  no  refource, 
no  hope  remains.  On  fhe  muR  go  to  her 
deftiny.  Neither  prayers,  nor  tears,  nor 
vow^s,  nor  the  anguifn  of  perilhing  guilt  can 
change,  orfufpend  the  fatal  decree. 
Z  z 
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When  M'e  reflecl^  then,  on  the  extreme  un- 
certainty of  life,  and  the  infinite  importance 
of  dying  well,  what  can  jufiify  that  impru- 
dent, that  unaccountable  forgetfulne(s  of 
death  in  which  the  great  mafs  of  mankind 
irem  profoundly  buried?  My  young  friends ! 
do  you  rely  upon  your  youth,  as  if  juft 
entering  on  the  morning  of  life,  they  had  a 
long  day  before  them,  and  ample  time  to 
indulge  in  pleafure  ?  Ah!  youth  is  a  ten- 
der ilower  that  often  decays  as  foon  as  it  is 
blown.    The  tendernefs  and  delicacy  of 
the  human  frame  in  this  period,  its  padions,. 
its  exce{res,its  indifcretions,  its  inexperience 
render  it  more  expofed  than  any  other  age 
to  fatal  accidents.    Do  you  truft  to  the  vi- 
gor of  your  health?  Not  to  mention  how 
often  we  have  feen  habitual  decrepitude  and 
infirmity  wrapped  in  the  fame  thoughtleff- 
nefs  of  their  approaching  change,  what  is 
health  but  a  vapour  fcattered  by  the  light- 
eft  breath  ?  What  is  vigor  but  augmented 
fuel  for  the  mofl  violent  diforders  ?  Kow 
often  have  we  feen  the  moft  luxuriant 
ftrength  fuddenly  fall  under  the  all-deftroy- 
ing  fcythe  of  death,  as  if  God  had  mowed 
it  dovrn  on  purpofe  to  (hew  how  little  we 
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caglit  to  confide  in  it?  If  it  were  more  du- 
rable than  it  is,  what  is  the  longeft  hie  al- 
lotted to  man  but  a  hatty  vifion  tliat  flies 
like  a  dream,  as  rapid,  and  almofl  as  unfub- 
ftantial  ?  Nay,  what  is  the  whole  fucceffion 
of  ages  fmce  the  commencement  of  time  ia 
which  generations  and  empires  have  ap- 
peared and  paffed  away  like  phantoms 
gUding  over  the  ftage  ?  In  relation  to 
eternity,  and  the  great  work  which  we  have 
to  fulfil  for  eternity,  how  (hort !  Antici- 
pated time  feems  long  to  the  young  and  in- 
experienced^ as  if  they  had  hours  and  days, 
and  years  to  fpare  ;  but,  when  it  comes  to 
a  clofe,  and  they  look  back  upon  it,  it  ap- 
pears, as  a  mom.ent,  as  a  point,  as  nothing — 
it  is  vaniihed,  and  its  duties,  perhaps,  re- 
main unfulfilled.  Life  is  flufluating  with 
perpetual  uncertainty,  and  is  battening  to 
lofe  itfelf  in  eternity.  Vain  mortals  are 
borne  dov/n  the  ilream  of  time  as  on  the 
bofom  of  a  mighty  river  on  which  they  in- 
celfantly  difappear  and  fuccecd  one  ano- 
ther in  the  midll  of  its  tempeftuous  waves. 
At  no  moment  are  they  fecure — tlK^y  ought 
therefore  to*  be  always  prepared  for  an 
event  that  every  moment  may  furprize 
them.    1!":^/^^^,  tkereforc,  foryc  knozv  neitha- 


372 


On  Death. 


the  day  nor  the  hour  -wherein  the  fon  of  man 
cometL 

This  injunQ-ion  of  our  bleffed  Lord  to 
rvatch  for  his  coming,  may  imply  the  faith- 
ful cultivation,  and  the  aftive  difcharge  of 
all  the  duties  that  are  incumbent  upon  us 
both  as  men  and  chrifiians.  Univerfal  ho- 
linefs  in  habit,  and,  as  far  as  poflible,  in  aci 
is  the  befl  preparation  to  meet  our  Supreme 
Judge.  But,  it  is  particularly  defigned  to 
inculcate  profound  and  habitual  reflection 
on  our  mortality,  and  on  the  fhortnefs  Mi 
and  uncertainty  of  life.  No  exercife  can 
fcrve  more  powerfully  to  detach  the  heart 
from  the  world,  and  to  fanSify  its  affeclions. 
The  interefts  of  time  which,  -when  viewed 
alone,  are  apt  to  feduce  man  from  his  cre- 
ator, lofe  their  dangerous  importance  whien 
brought  into  near  and  clofe  comparifon 
with  eternity— pride  is  humbled  and  morti- 
fied when  we  look  into  the  dull  which  is  at 
once  our  origin,  and  our  end — revenge  is 
extinguifhed  when  we  look  up  to  the  bar  of 
God  where  our  enemies  and  we  [liall  {hortly 
be  judged  together— in  the  grave  are 
quenched  the  flames  of  all  impure  and  fen- 
fual  defires. — The  profped  of  death,  there- 
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fore,  fliould  be  continually  before  the  mind. 
It  fliould  mingle  its  idea  along  with  all  the 
views  and  plans  of  life  to  render  them  tem- 
perate and  fober — with  all  our  occupations 
and  engagements  in  the  world  to  regulate, 
and  give  themajuft  direction — and  even 
with  all  our  pleafures  and  amufcmcnts  to 
chaflen  and  correft  them. 

The  children  of  mirth  and  folly,  and 
thofe  who  have  hitherto  lived  only  to  pkafe 
themfelves,  will,  perhaps,  efteem  this  an 
auftere  and  gloomy  morality.  Thefe  me- 
lancholy refletiions  would  poifon  to  them 
all  the  happinefs  of  life.  To  fifliionable 
diifipations,  and  to  thoughtlefs  levity,  I  con- 
fefs,  they  will  not  be  very  friendly.  But, 
to  enable  us  to  live  in  the  vv  oi  Id  as  rcafona- 
ble  men,  and  as  chriftians,  nothing  will  con- 
tribute more  than  to  remember  our  latter 
end — and  to  the  true  enjoyment  of  life, 
nothing  will  add  more  than  the  hope  of  im- 
mortality beyond  the  grave.  If  death  is 

formidable,  it  is  guilt  only  that  makes  it  lb : 
and  this  is  a  new  rcafon  for  cherifhing  the 
idea,  and  improving  it  to  a  pious  u!c.  k 
lofes  its  terrors  when  we  are  able  to  look 
upon  it  with  a  good  confcicncc.    It  is  not 
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merely  the  pain  of  dying  from  which  na- 
ture {brinks,  nor  the  horror  of  forfaking  a 
world  v/hich  can  have  fe  v  charms  to  thofe 
who  have  experienced  its  vanity,  its  malig- 
nity,its  infincerity — it  is  the  apprehenfion  of 
divine  juftice — it  is  the  awful  holinefs  of 
God,  in  whofe  prefence  the  confcious  foul  is 
about  to-  appear,  that  fills  it  with  alarm. — 
Purify  the  heart,  and  you  will  fee  with  tran- 
quility your  change  approach.  How  many- 
holy  men  have  met  it,  not  with  confidence 
only,  but  with  triumph  ?  What,  indeed,  has 
a  good  man  to  fear?  Death  robs  him  of 
nothing;  for  he  is. already  mortified  to  the 
world — nay,  death  brings  him  to  the  pof- 
fefiion  of  all  that  is  moll  dear  to  him  ;  for 
his  treafure  is  in  Heaven.  It  is  but  the 
gate  to  eternal  reft  already  bleft  and  fanfti- 
iied  by  his  Saviours  pafTage  through  it. — 
But,  if  it  is  an  object  of  terror  to  you,  will  it 
be  lefs  fo,  by  your  not  having  thought  of  it, 
and  prepared  to  meet  it  ?  Can  you,  by  re- 
fufing  to  think,  delay  the  fatal  uroke  ?  No, 
death  is  advancing  with  a  fure  but  filent 
pace — he  will  ftrike  at  the  appointed  time  ; 
and  not  to  have  forefeen  the  blow  \n\\  only 
agr^ravate  its  horrors. 
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What  ufeful  leffons,  then,  are  taught  us 
by  the  preceding  reflettions  ?  One  moll  im. 
portant  is  to  Jet  our  affeaions  on  ike  things 
that  are  above,  and  not  on  things  on  tlit  earth 
— to  ufe  this  xvorld  as  not  abujing  it,  knowing 
that  the JaJJiion  of  the  loorld  pojfeih  azvay. 

Why  do  we  forget  eternal  interefts  only 
to  place  our  hearts  on  thofe  vain  things  that 
to-morrow  are  about  to  perifh  forever  ? 
To  the  cold  and  filent  nations  of  the  dead 
what  are  the  riches,  the  honors,  the  plea- 
fures  that  once  occupied  all  their  cares, 
and  formed  the  objefts  of  their  inceflant 
toils  ?  What  will  they  fhortly  be  to  us  ? 
Nothing  on  earth  is  durable — all  things  arc 
haftening  to  corruption  by  a  rapid  and  nc- 
celfary  progrefs.  Where  are  thofe  proud 
monuments  of  human  greatnefs  that  once 
boafted  a  duration  that  would  be  coeval 
Vv'ith  time  itfelf  ?  Where  is  the  vail  fuccef- 
fion  of  empires  that  once  filled  the  earth 
with  their  glory  and  their  crimes  ?  Swept 
from  the  face  of  the  globe,  they  have  not 
left  a  vellige  behind  them  of  their  fancied 
grandeur,  except  tlie  few  faint  traces  that 
hillory  has  gathered  from  tl:c  v/rccLs  of 
time.     If  fo  many  nations  have  vanilh- 
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ed — if  all  their  fplendor,  their  tumult, 
their  bufy  cares,  their  noify  mirth,  their  paf- 
fions,  their  intrigues,  their  follies,  and  their 
crimes  have  palled  away  like  a  dream,  and 
are  funk  in  eternal  oblivion,  what  is  the  nar- 
row fpan  of  human  life  ?  And  where  fhall 
fiiortly  be  all  thofe  vain  and  tranfient  things 
that  now  occupy  our  thoughts,  and  abforb 
our  hearts?  2 he  places  that  know  us  noxo^ 
Jliall  know  us  no  more  forever — the  objefts 
that  now  engage  us  fliall  be  left  to  amufe 
and  cheat  the  folly  of  other  times.  No- 
thing will  remain  to  us  but  what  we  have 
done  for  God,  for  the  foul,  for  eternity. 
What  madnefs  is  it  then  to  wafte  our  time, 
and  our  cares  on  thefe  perifiiing  poffeifions, 
while  we  neglect  interefts  of  higher  and 
everlafting  moment  ?  In  fpite  of  all  the 
proofs  of  their  vanity  which  we  have  every 
day  before  our  eyes  in  the  death  of  our  com- 
panions,  our  neighbors,  and  our  friends 
ihall  we  ftill  fet  our  hearts  upon  them  as 
our  chief  good  ?  Nay,  frequently,  in  the 
death  of  others,  fnall  we  think  only  of  the 
means  we  derive  from  it  of  improving  our 
own  fortune  ?  Inflead  of  being  mortified  to 
the  world,  and  being  led  by  it  to  ferious  and 
fober  thoughtfulnefs  on  our  own  Itate,  fnall 
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we  fecredy  exult  at  it,  and  ufc  it  only  to 
form  new  plans  of  life,  new  projeds  of 
ambition,  new  fchemes  of  plcafure  ?  Alas ! 
from  the  horrors  and  the  aihes  of  the  tomb 
fliall  thofe  fparks  come  forth  that  rekindle 
our  lulls  wiih  new  ardor  !  •  On  its  moul- 
dering ruins  fhall  we  attempt  to  build  our 
own  liability  and  glory  ! 

Finally,  let  the  uncertainty  of  life  urge  u  p- 
on  every  hearer,  and  efpecialiy  on  theyoimj^ 
who  are  mofl  prone  to  prefume  upon  time, 
a  fpeedy  and  earnefl  concern  for  the  thnif^s 
that  belong  to  their  peace.  Intereds  of  infi- 
nite moment  demand  your  attention — the 
time  preifes — and  will  you,  like  Felix  poiU 
pone  them  to  a  period  that  may,  probably, 
never  arrive  ?  "  Behold,  now  is  the  accept- 
ed time,  behold,  now  is  the  day  of  falva- 
tion."  God  affords  you  the  prefent  indant 
to  feek  his  mercy,  the  next  is  with  him. — 
One  moment  of  grace  only  is  certainly 
yours,  and  do  you  need  entreaties  and  rc?- 
monilrances  to  urge  you  to  pat  it  to  profit? 
Alas!  almofl  all  men  have  loR  that  pre- 
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cious  inoment  by  delay.  They  promifed 
themfelves  hereafter  to  repent ;  but  death 
cut  fhort  their  hopes  and  refolutions  in  the 
midft.  And  will  you,  ingenuous  youth ! 
in  the  fpring  of  life,  in  the  morning  of  an 
eternal  being,  with  this  fearful  and  inllruft- 
ive  example  before  your  eyes,  be  guilty  of 
the  fame  fatal  error,  and  blaft  all  the  prof- 
pefts  of  immortality  ?  Watch,  therefore,  for 
ye  know  neitlur  the  day  nor  the  hour  wherein 
the  Son  of  Man  covietL  HaPcen  to  the  door 
of  mercy  while  it  is  open  ;  for,  if  your  Lord 
{hall  come  and  find  you,  like  the  foolifh 
virgins,  fleeping  and  unready,  it  fhall  be 
forever  and  inexorably  clofed.  Similar 
warnings,  I  know,  have  been  a  thoufand 
times  given  you  from  the  word  of  God,  and 
perhaps  a  thoufand  times  forgotten.  Shall 
this  at  laft  prove  equally  fruitlefs  ?  It  is  in 
vain,  O  God  !  that  mortals  fpeak.  Do 
thou  thyfelf  arreft  the  fugitive  and  giddy 
thoughts  that  efcape  from  every  impreffion 
we  would  fix  upon  them.  Penetrate !  Oh  ! 
penetrate  with  deep  and  eifeclual  convic- 
tion the  fecure  and  infenfible  heart !  Thine 
is  the  work  Almighty  God !  Pluck  thefc 
precious  pledges  of  their  parent's  love  from 
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everlajiing  burnings.  To  thine  infinite  mer- 
cies we  commit  them  !  Gather  the  lamias  in 
thine  arms,  and  bring  them  to  thy  heaven- 
ly fold  ! 

AMEN ! 
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DISCOURSE  XV. 

ON   THE  XAST  JUDGMENT.' 


Acts  xvii.  31. 

He  hath  appointed  a  day  zcherein  he  toill  judge 
the  zoorld  in  righteovjnefs  by  that  man 
xvhom  he  hath  ordained,  whereoj  he  hath 
given  ajfarance  unto  all  men,  in  that  he 
hath  raijed  him  from  the  dead. 

THE  final  judginent  is  an  event  the  mofl 
fublirae,  the  nnoft  awful,  and  interefl- 
ing  that  (hall  take  place  from  the  com- 
mencement till  the  confummation  of  time. 
The  everlalling  deflinies  of  angels  and  of 
men  fliall  be  decided  by  the  fupreme  Judge 
arrayed  in  all  the  fplendors  of  omnipotence, 
and  feated  amidil  the  flaming  ruins  of  the 

*  Th  plan  of  this  difcourfe  iv^is  fnggefed  at  a  very  early  pS' 
riod  cf  life,  by  one  of  Mr.  Durand's  cn  the  fame  fubje^l.  It  hewg 
kng^  honx:everiJir:ce  I  have  read  his  fennons^  a  great  part  of  ivhich 
J  have  unfortunately  loji,  I  am  not  able  to  make  any  references  t'> 
particular  pa.ffages  'which  on  my  general  principle,  J  i^ould  other  * 
ix;ife  probably  have  done. 
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liniverfe.  If  one  ray  of  tlie  divine  glory  over- 
whelmed Mofes,  almoft  confunied  liaiah, 
deranged,  for  a  moment,  the  faculties  of 
the  difciples  on  the  mount  of  transiigura- 
tion,  robbed  Paul  of  the  powers  ofvihon, 
and  ftruck  him,  and  his  companions  to  the 
earth  like  dead  men,  what  will  be  the  full 
difplay  of  that  dreadful  magnificence  with 
which  the  Eternal  will  appear  to  deliroy  the 
prefent  fyiiem,  and  to  announce  to  finners 
and  to  I'aints  the  irreverfible  decrees  of  his 

juitice!  But,  it  is  not  merely  the  fplen- 

dor  of  the  tribunal,  the  grandeur  of  the 
fcene  that  furrounds  it,  nor  the  glories  of 
the  judge  which,  on  this  fubjetl,  ought  to 
arreit  our  attention.  We  have  a  flill  more 
important  intereil  in  the  irrevocable  deci- 
fions  that  fUall  then  be  pronounced  upon 
mankind — decifions  that  lhall  take  their  co- 
lour from  our  conduft  in  the  prefent  life — 
decifioas  founded  in  eternal  truth  and  juf- 
tice — decifions  that  (hall  place  our  deihny, 
beyond  the  power  of  change,  in  hopelels 
mifery,  or  in  everlalting  felicity. 

One  of  the  mod  inftruflive  and  affeQing 
truths  in  the  whole  com  pals  of  revelation 
is,  that  God  hath  appointed  a  dny  in  which  he 
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will  Judge  the  world  in  righteoiifnefs.  What 
confideration  ought  to  poflefs  more  power- 
ful influence  over  human  conduft?  What 
can  be  more  calculated  to  infpire  men  with 
a  holy  folicitude  to  approve  themfelves  to 
God  whojudgeth  the  heart?  It  is  with  a 
view  to  promote  this  praQical  improvement 
of  a  truth  fo  interefting  that  I  have  chofen 
to  offer  it  to  you  at  prefent  as  the  fubje6l 
of  your  meditations. 

But  I  dare  not  attempt  to  reprefent  the 
grandeur  and  fublimity  of  that  fcene — I 
Ihould  only  impair  it.  I  limit  my  view  to 
ideas  morelimple,  and,  perhaps,  more  ufe- 
ful — to  illuftrate  thofe  charafters  of  the 
judgment  fuggeRed  in  the  text — its  certainty 
— its  univerfality — its  equity — and  the  glo- 
ry of  the  judge — For,  of  this,  faith  the  Ho- 
ly-Spirit, he  hath  given  affurance  unto  all 
men  that — he  will  judge  the  world — he  will 
judge  it  in  righteoujnefs — he  will  judge  it  by 
that  man  whom  he  hath  ordained.  You  have 
thus  before  you  the  whole  plan  that  I  pro- 
pofe  to  myfelf  in  the  following  difcourfe. 

I.  In  the  firfl:  place,  I  fliall  endeavour  to 
eilabliih  the  certainty  of  the  dotlrine  that 
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God  will,  in  the  conclufion  of  the  prefent 
ftate  of  the  world,  appear  to  judge  it,  and 
to  affign  to  the  righteous  and  wicked  their 
refpettive  rewards  in  happinefs,  or  in  mi- 
fery. 

I  have  no  need  to  purfue  this  argument 
in  detail  before  an  affembly  nurfed  and  edu- 
cated in  the  belief  of  the  chridian  religion, 
and  the  hope  of  immortality.  I  ihall,  there- 
fore, only  recall  to  your  minds,  with  the 
greateft  brevity,  the  grounds  on  which  it 
rells,  that  its  evidence  may  give  a  ftronger 
impreflfion  to  thofe  important  and  practical 
truths  that  are  effentially  conne6ted  with  it. 
For  this  end,  I  purpofe  to  exhibit  to  you,  in 
the  firft  place,  fome  of  the  prefumptions  in 
favour  of  this  dotlrine  which  we  derive 
from  reafon,  and  the  general  ftate  of  the 
world,  before  I  appeal  to  the  irrefiftible  au- 
thority of  the  facred  writings. 

An  argument,  of  no  inconfiderable  force, 
for  the  certainty  of  a  future  judgment  arifes 
from  the  teftimony,  if  1  may  call  it  fo,  of 
human  nature— that  is,  the  concurrence  of 
all  nations  in  the  belief  and  expeftation  of 
this  great  event.    We  find  it  under  fomc 
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form  or  other  entering  into  the  religious 
fyftems  of  the  moit  civilized,  and  the  moft 
barbarous  people.*  It  is  written  in  the 
whole  hiftory  of  man.  Vv  hence  this  uni- 
verfal  fuffrage  to  a  doclrine  fo  terrible  in  it- 
felf,  and  that  contains  io  liitle  to  invite  the 
world  to  embrace  it.*^  From  one,  or,  per- 
haps, from  all  of  the  following  caufes  it 
feems  probably  to  have  arifen.  From  an 
original  communication  made  by  the  Crea- 
tor to  the  father  of  the  race,  from  whom 
tradition  has  conveyed  it  to  all  his  pollerity 
from  the  necefldry  influence  of  this  truth 
— on  the  order,  and  happinefs  of  fociety — or 
from  a  native  and  indelible  impreffion  on 
the  human  heart,  which  connetts  the  fenti- 
ment  of  the  juftice  with  that  of  the  exiftence 
of  the  deity.  Each  of  thefe  ideas-involves  a 
new  and  important  confirmation  oTthe  truth 
of  the  do6irine.  Tradition,  indeed,  has  often 

*  It  was  taught  by  the  Bramins  of  India,  by  the  Magi  of 
Perfia,  by  the  Druids  of  Gaul»  and  in  the  Colleges  of  Egypt 
and  Chaldea.  It  is  difcovered  even  among  the  uncultivated, 
natives  of  America.  And  no  one  can  be  ignorant  that  the 
popular  mythology  of  Greece  and  Rome  contained  the  ele- 
ments 01  a  truth  fo  grand  and  intcrcfting,  in  thr  tribunal  of 
Minos,  in  the  happy  fields  of  Ely  Hum  the  feats  of  perpetual 
delights  to  pure  and  innocent  fouls,  and  in  the  dreadful  abyfs 
of  Tartarus,  its  wheels,  its  vultures,  its  flames  and  the  a- 
venging  furies  that  were  fuppofed  to  perfecutt;  the  guilty. 
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clothed  it  in  vague  and  fanciful  forms — it 
appears  in  a  jull  and  confident  light  only 
in  the  facred  Icriptures. 

In  addition  to  the  proofs  drawn  from  the 
hiftory  and  mythology  of  nations,  wc  derive 
others  from  certain  original  and  univerfal 
fentiments  of  human  nature.    All  men  have 
a  feeling  of  right  and  wrong  in  human  con- 
duel — vice  is  ufually  followed  by  compunc- 
tion and  fear — guilt  is  accompanied  with  a 
fecret  conviftion  of  deferved  punifhment. — 
Whence  thefe  ideas,  if  we  are  not  amenable 
to  a  law  ?  If  we  are  not  accountable  to  a 
Supreme  Judge  ?  Such  a  law  there  is — we 
fee  it  written  on  the  face  of  nature — it  is  in- 
fcribed  on  the  w^hole  order  of  providence — 
we  feel  it  imprelfed  on  the  heart  of  man. 
They J}iew,  faith  the  apofl-le,  ilie  work  of  ilie 
law  written  in  their  hearts,  the  confcience 
attelling  it  by  its  clear  and  powerful  evi- 
dence, their  thoughts,  while  they  are  acting, 
accvjing,  or  excvjing  their  own  condud. — 
Confcience,  like  a  faithful  friend,  is  contin- 
ually reminding  a  good  man  of  the  infpec- 
tion  and  approbation  of  his  Maker  and 
Judge.    But,  to  the  guilty,  it  often  appears 
3B 
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like  a  boding  fpeflre  pointing  to  the  laft  tri- 
bunal. Are  then  thefe  fentiments  vain  ? 
Do  they  conduft  to  no  end  ?  Do  they  point 
to  no  truth?  Has  God  formed  the  nature 
of  man  with  no  defign  ?  Or,  are  all  his  feel- 
ings only^the  artful  fprings  of  a  delufive  me- 
chanifm  ?  No — they  are  founded  in  truth. — 
They  lead  us  to  the  mod  ferious  of  all 
truths — that  God  hath  appointed  a  day  in 
xvhich  he  will  judge  the  world  in  righteouf- 
nefs!^' 

The  fame  principle  refults  from  the  par- 
tial and  unequal  diftribution  of  apparent 
juftice  which  takes  place  in  the  courfe  of 
providence.  Although  reafon  clearly  in- 
dicates that  God  m.uft  be  the  moral  as  well 
as  phifical  governor  of  the  univerfe,  yet  we 
look  in  vain,  in  this  life,  for  that  complete 
difcrimination  of  charafters,  and  for  that 

*  Every  general fentlment  human  nature  points  to  truth. 
The  wealtnels  of  reafon  often  renders  us  Uable  to  error  in 
the  deductions  which  it  draws  from  them;  yet,  at  bottom 
they  are  always  connefled  with  what  is  true  and  right.  In 
morals,  the  general  feniiments  of  mankind  are  the  genuine 
foundations  of  virtue,  and  the  chief  cement  of  fociety.  They 
are  forever  leading  man  back  to  his  duty  in  fpite  of  the 
force  of  his  paffioils,  of  the  miilakes  of  reafoD;  and  the  er- 
rors of  theory. 
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clear  and  unqueftionabic  apportionment  of 
rewards  and  punifhments  according  to  de- 
fert  which  we  ougiit  to  expett  in  the  go- 
vernment of  a  righteous  and  holy  God. — 
How  often  do  we  fee  vice  triumphant,  and 
virtue  oppreffed  ?  Injuilice  and  fraud  grow 
great  on  the  ruins  of  unfufpecling  confi- 
dence ?  Seduction  flourilh,  while  betrayed 
and  plundered  innocence  is  abandoned  to 
deilraftion,  or  perpetual  tears?  What  ri- 
vers of  blood  have  been  (bed  by  the  mur- 
derous hands  of  ambitious  tyrants  ?  And 
how  few  of  them  have  been  arrefted,  lilce 
Belfhazzar,  by  a  fentencefrom  Heaven,  and 
in  the  miclit  of  their  impious  pleafures,  and 
their  imaginary  glory,  have  paid  the  for- 
feit of  their  crimes  ?  On  the  other  hand, 
do  you  not  fee  them  adorned  with  triumphs, 
crowned  with  glory,  and  their  crimes  them- 
felves  confecrated  for  virtues,  and  eterniz- 
ed in  hiftory  ?  Where  do  we  find  in  thcfe 
events  the  equity  of  providence?  That 
rigorous  juftice  in  the  divine  adminiilration 
which  reafon,  and  the  fentiincnts  of  nature 
force  us  to'afcribe  to  God?  Sentiments 
original,  native,  indelhble— Sentiments  that 
we  can  no  more  tear  from  u^  than  our  ow» 
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exiftence — Sentiments  not  infpired  by  edu- 
cation— not  formed  by  men — not  written, 
like  the  variable  laws  of  nations,  on  brafs 
and  marble,  that  are  corrupted  by  time, 
but  engraven^  by  the  finger  of  the  Creator 
in  the  bottom  of  our  being,  and  eternal  as 
the  fouL  If  thefe  fentiments,  then,  are 
fountains  of  truth — if  they  condutl  us,  with- 
out obfcurity,  to  certain  and  demonflrable* 
conclufions,  ought  we  not  to  expeft  that 
divine  juftice  will,  at  fome  ipcnod,  vindicate 
the  ways  of  God  to  man  ?  and  that,  after  this 
mixed  ftate  of  difcipline  which  is  neceffary 
to  try,  and  to  form  the  infinite  variety  of 
human  charatlers  for  a  fuperior  condition 
of  exiftence,  there  w^ill  reign  a  clear,  deci- 
ded, and  eternal  juftice  in  a  future  world  ? 
Thus,  the  ditlates  of  reafon  refer  us  to  a  fu- 
ture judgment,  and  to  a  final  and  righteous 
decifion  of  the  everlafting  ftates  of  men. 

But,  the  chriftian  refts  not  his  belief  of 
this  truth  on  the  probabilities  of  reafon, 
however  ftrong,  but  on  the  infallible  evi- 
dence of  divine  revelation.  "  God  hath 
appointed  a  day  in  which  he  will  judge  the 
v/orld  in  righteoufnefs,  by  that  man  whom 
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he  hath  ordained,  ^s  her'eof  he  hath  given 
cijfurance  unto  all  men,  in  that  he  hath  raif- 
ed  him  from  the  dead.  '  The  evidence  of 
this  doctrine,  therefore,  rcfts  upon  the  fame 
bafis  with  the  evidence  of  chriitianitv.  The 
infallible  word  refers  to  it  in  many  allegories 
and  parables — alferts  it  in  exprefs  declara- 
tions— its  whole  fyflem  of  duties,  promifes, 
and  threatenings  neceffarily  implies  it. 

Of  m.any  parables  fpoken  by  our  blef- 
fed  Lord  that  obvioully  point  to  this  grrat 
and  awful  event,  let  me  recal  to  you  only 
that  of  the  tares  fown  in  the  field  along  with 
the  good  feed,*  which  he  interprets  himfelf 
— He  that  foweth  the  good  feed  is  the 
Son  of  Man — the  field  is  the  world — the 
good  feed  are  the  children  of  the  kingdom, 
but  the  tares  are  the  children  of  the  wick- 
ed one — the  harvefl:  is  the  end  of  the  world 
— and  the  reapers  are  the  angels.  As^ 
thierefore,  the  tares  are  gathered  and  burnt  in 
the  fire,  fo  lhall  it  be  in  the  end  of  this  world. 
The  Son  of  Man  fliall  fend  forth  his  angels, 
and  they  fliall  gather  out  of  his  kingdom  all 
things  that  offend,  and  them  that  do  iniqui- 

*  Matthew  xiii.  24,  kc.  I'-j^z. 
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ty,  and  (hall  caft  them  into  a  furnace  of  fire 
— there  fhall  be  wailing  and  gnafhing  of 
teeth/" 

Of  this  fearful  day  there  are,  alfo,  many 
ftrong  and  explicit  declarations  throughout 
the  word  of  God.      The  heavens,  and  the 
earth,  faith  the  apoflle  Peter,  are  kept  in 
(lore,  referved  unto  fire  againft  the  day  of 
judgment,  and  perdition  of  ungodly  men."'* 
And    Chrift  is  ordained  to  be  the  judge  of 
the  quick  and  the  dead."t    Even  the  figns 
and  fore-runners  of  that  day  are  diflintlly 
pointed  out — the  earth Jliall  be Jhaken  to  its 
foundations — the  Jlars JhalL fall Jroin  heaven 
— tlie  Jan Jliall  be  turned  into  darknejs  and 
the  moon  into  blood,  and  tlie  powers  of  the  Iiea- 
vens JJiall  be  Jliaken.    In  the  midit  of  this 
univerfal  terror  and  conflernation,  "  the 
Lord  fliall  defcend  from  heaven  with  afliout, 
^^■\\^\  the  voice  of  the  arch-angel,  and  the 
trump  of  God,'*"j  and  before  him  fliaU  be 
gathered  all  nations.^    How  awful  then  is 
the  certainty  of  that  day  when  the  fecrets  of 

*  2  Peter  iii.  7. 
f  Ads  X.  42. 
X  I  The£  iv.  16. 
j  Mattlicw  zxY.  32. 
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all  hearts  Jh all  be  revealed,  and  the  eternal 
ftates  of  all  men  (hall  be  determined ! 

I  proceed  to  illuftrate  the  remaining  char- 
acters of  the  judgment  fuggefled  bv  the  a- 
poftle  in  the  text — its  univerjaliiy — its  right- 
eoujnejs — and  the  glory  of  the  judge, 

II.  Its  univerfality  embraces  all  men  and 
all  their  actions. 

*^  And  I  faw.  faith  John,  a  great  M'hite 
throne,  and  him  that  fat  upon  it,  from  whofe 
face  the  earth  and  the  heaven  fled  away, 
and  there  was  no  place  for  them.  And  I 
faw  the  dead,  fmall  and  great  ftand  before 
God.  And  the  fea  gave  up  the  dead  which 
were  in  it,  and  death  and  the  grave  deliver- 
ed up  the  dead  which  were  in  them."*  "All, 
faith  the  apollle  of  the  Gentiles,  mufl  ap- 
pear before  the  judgment  feat  of  Chrift"+ — ■ 
princes  and  conquerors  of  the  earth  who 
thought  that  all  power  and  judgment  was 
committed  to  their  hands,  as  well  as  the  in- 
numerable crowd  of  their  fubjecis  or  their 


*  Rev.  IX.  II,  12,  I  J. 
f  Romans  xir.  lo. 


392  On  the  Lajl  Judgment, 


flaves — the  infant  who  has  juft  looked  into 
the  world,  and  then  clofed  its  eyes  upon  it 
forever,  as  well  as  thofe  who  have  moved  in 
its  active  fcenes,  and  have  a  train  of  works 
to  follow  them  to  the  tribunal — the  count- 
lefs  myriads  that  in  ail  time  have  peopled 
the  earth  from  the  firft  man  to  the  youngeft 
of  his  fons,  all  fhall  appear  in  one  vail  af- 
fembly.  What  an  aftonifhing  fpeftacle  ! 
What  grandeur  does  it  add  to  the  folemni- 
ty  of  the  judgment!  The  trump  of  God 
re-animates  the  fleeping  dull  of  fo  many 
ages,  and  calls  from  their  tombs  the  un- 
numbered armies  of  mankind.  Far  as  the 
eye  can  extend,  you  difcern  the  immenfe 
mafs  agitated  with  hope  and  fear  like  the 
boundlefs  ocean  in  a  ftorm,  and  moving  like 
fuccelTive  waves  to  the  tribunal  to  render 
their  account  and  receive  their  fentence. — 
There  none  are  too  fmall  to  efcape  the 
penetrating  eye  of  the  judge — none  are 
too  great  to  be  beyond  the  reach  of  his 
power.  The  lords  of  the  earth  mingle 
with  their  vaffals  in  an  undiflinguifhed 
crowd.  The  fceptres  with  which  they 
ruled  the  nations — the  thrones  that  boaft- 
ed  to  be  eternal — the  infignia  of  their  vanity 
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— ^the  monuments  of  their  power— all  are 
cruflied,  and  periOi  in  the  ruins  of  the  uni- 
verfe— they  are  all  equally  duil  and  aflies 
be  ore  the  K.i.i^  oj"  Kings,  and  the  Lord  of 
Lords, 

I  add  that  there  all  the  actions  of  men,  as 
well  as  men  themfelves,  lhall  be  brought 
into  judgment. 

In  that  "  day  God  will  judge  the  fecrcts 
of  men  by  Jefus  Chrift."*  And  every  idle 
word  that  men  fliall  fpeak,  they  (hall  give 
account  thereof  in  the  day  of  judgment/ + 

The  Lord  will  bring  to*  light  the 
hidden  things  of  darknefs,  and  will  make 
manifeft  the  counfels  of  the  heart/'j  A 
book  of  remembrance  is  written  before  him  of 
the  whole  hiftory  of  human  life.  Nothing 
can  efcape  from  his  penetrating,  and  omni- 
fcient  eye.  Every  covering  that  ielf-deceit 
had  thrown  over  the  heart,  fiiall  be  pierced 
and  dripped  otf.  And  aftions,  thoughts, 
defigns,  that  had  been  long  loft  from  recol- 
lection, fiiall  be  brought  to  light,  and  :iiiou- 
^  C 

*  Romans  ii.  i6. 
f  Matthew  vil.  36. 
X  I  Corinthians  iv.  5. 
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ifh  the  mind  with  its  own  forgotten  hiflory. 
The  errors  and  tranfports  of  a  youth  paffed 
away  in  a  continual  delirium — the  purfuits, 
the  plans,  the  ardent  occupations  of  mid- 
dle life — the  rooted  habits  of  old  age — the 
ufe  we  have  made  of  our  time — the  employ- 
ment of  our  talents — the  excefles  of  our 
palTions — the  errors  of  our  thoughts — the 
unaccomplifhed  wiihes  of  the  heart — our 
omiffions  of  duty — our  aftual  fins — the  fins 
of  others  to  which  we  have  unhappily  con- 
tributed, all  fliall  furround,  and  attend  us 
to  the  tribunal,  and  form,  v/ith  regard  to 
the  guilty,  the  bafis  of  its  fearful  decree  ! 
Ah  !  hov7  profoundly  fhould  we  now  enter 
into  our  own  hearts,  and  fearch  to  the  bot- 
tom, in  order  to  purify  it,  the  unknow^n 
abyfs  of  iniquity  that  is  concealed  there ! 
With  what  rigor  fhould  we  judge  ourfelves 
that  w^e  may  not  be  condemned  with  God  ! 
— Unhappy  are  they,  and  in  the  furc  courfe 
to  perdition,  who  fuifer  the  guilty  dream 
of  life  to  pafs  away,  without  frequent,  and 
ferious  recolleftion — without  thorough  ex- 
amination and  knowlege  of  their  own  cha- 
racter.— With  infinite,  aftonifhment  and 
confufion  of  foul  will  they  firfl:  learn  their 
own  hiftory,  and  their  crimes  at~  the  bar  of 
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Heaven,  in  the  moment  when  they  are  go- 
ing to  be  weighed  in  the  balance  of  eternal 
jufiice. 

III.  This  brings  to  view  another,  and 
ftill  more  important  character  of  the  final 
judgment — God  will  judge  the  vrorld  in 
righteoiifnefs. 

This  decifive  trial  fhall  turn  on  a  full  and 
complete  comparifon  of  the  conduct  of 
men  with  the  divine  law ;  and  the  fcntence 
of  the  Judge  fhall  be  that  only  which  the 
law  had  before  pronounced.  I  faw,  faith 
John,  the  deadfmall  and  great  ftand  before 
God  :  and  the  books  were  opened  ;  and 
and  another  book  was  opened,  which  is  the 
book  of  life  ;  and  the  dead  w^ere  judged  out 
of  thofe  things  which  were  written  in  the 
books,  according  to  their  works."*  The 
books  were  opened — that  is,  fays  an  ingenious 
interpreter,  the  books  of  the  refpedive  laws 
under  which  they  had  lived,  whether  the 
law  of  nature— the  law  of  patriarchal  re- 
velation—the law  of  Mofes— or  the  more 
pure  and  perfeft  law  of  Chrilt.  Confornia- 

*  Revelations  sx.  12.  -^'c. 
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bly  to  this  idea  the  apofile  hath  faid,  as 
many  as  have  finned  without  the  written 
law,  {hall  perifh  without  that  law,  by  the 
fentence  only  of  the  law  of  nature,  and  as 
many  as  have  finned  in  the  law  fhall  be 

judged  by  the  lav/."-  Befide  them  (hatl 

be  placed  the  book  of  life  the  faithful  record 
of  human  aSions  from  the  beginning  of 
time.    Thus,  on  one  fide,  you  fee  the  laws 
prefcribed  for  the  conduft  of  men  in  the 
books  of  the  refpedivedifpenfations  under  which 
they  have  lived ;  on  the  other,  you  fee  the 
liiltory  of  that  conduft  contained  in  tlie 
book  of  life.    There  are  written  our  privi- 
leges and  opportunities,  our  mercies  and 
correftions,  and  the  improvement  or  abufe 
"which  we  have  made  of  them — There  are 
written  the  numbers  of  our  years,  of  our 
days,  of  our  moments,  and  the  duties,  the 
crimes,  the  follies  and  even  the  omiffions 
with  which  they  have  been  filled  up,  or  by 
which  they  have  been  marked.    No  uncer- 
tainty can  exift,  as  at  human  tribunals,  con- 
cerning the  fafis,  more  than  concerning  the 
law.    They  have  all  been  infcribed,  by  the 
impartial  hand  of  God  himfelf,  in  the  eter- 
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nal  books ;  in  which  are  fecn  the  caufes 
•  from  which  they  fprung — the  circumdances 
with  which  they  were  accompanied — their 
relations  to  others — and  their  confequences 
to  ourfelves,  and  to  mankind  to  the  remot- 
eft  time. 


That  no  form  of  trial  may  be  omitted — 
that  nothing  may  be  wanting  to  the  perfect 
equity  of  the  decifion,  our  conduct  (tiall  be 
attefted  by  the  m.oft  faithful  and  incorrupt- 
ible witnefles.  Chridians  !  your  prayers, 
your  tears,  your  felf-denia!s,youraftive  zeal, 
your  fuccefsful  labours  in  the  cauTe  of 
your  Redeemer,  or  for  the  happinefs  of 
mankind,  fhall  bear  witnefs  for  you  at  the 
bar  of  God.  Our  Saviour  himfel  f  points  to 
the  works  of  charity  and  benevolence  per- 
formed by  his  people  as  the  bed  and  purefl: 
evidences  in  that  day  of  their  fincerity  and 
faithfulnefs — For  I  was  hungry,  faith  he, 
and  ye  gave  me  meat — I  was  thirdy,  and  ye 
gave  me  drink — I  was  a  flranger,  and  ye 
took  me  in — naked  and  ye  clothed  me — 
fick  and  ye  vifited  me— in  prifon  and  ye 
came  unto  me."*    Have  you,  then,  been 
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eyes  to  the  blind,  or  feet  to  the  lame  ?  Have 
you  fed  the  hungry,  or  clothed  the  naked  ?« 
Have  vou  relieved  the  afflicted,  and  com- 
forted the  diftreffed  ?  Have  you  inftructed 
the  ignorant,  and  brought  the  erring  back 
to  the  way  of  truth  and  life  ?  Have  you 
contributed  by  your  difmterefted  liberality, 
or  your  painful  labours — by  your  a£live  in- 
fluence or  your  pious  example,  to  difiFufe  a- 
mong  mankind  the  precious  knowledge  of 
divine  truth,  or  to  fend  to  diflant  regions 
the  glorious  light  of  the  gofpel  ?  Thefe 
blelTed  monuments  of  your  charity  and  zeal 
fhall  appear  for  you  in  the  day  of  the  Lmd. 

Parents  !  have  you  trained  your  children 
in  the  path  of  virtue,  and  the  fear  of  God  ? 
Have  you  folicitoufly  fludied  to  promote 
their  higheft,  their  immortal  interefts  ?  Have 
vour  counfels,  your  example,  your  perfua- 
fions,  and  your  prayers  early  touched  their 
hearts  with  the  fentiments  of  piety,  guard- 
ed them  from  dangerous  errors,  and  con- 
ducted them  in  the  way  of  everlalting  peace  ? 
Precious  witneffes  !  Thefe  dear  and  cherifli- 
ed  pledges  of  your  love  lhall  rife  up,  and, 
in  the  face  of  the  univerfe,  (hall  call  you 
blelfed. 
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A  cloud  of  witnefTes  fhall  accompany  fin- 
ners  alfo  to  their  condemnation.  All  whom 
the  unjuft  have  injured — all  whom  the  art- 
ful have  beguiled — all  whom  the  licentious 
have  corrupted — all  whom  the  voluptu- 
ous have  feduced — all  whom  the  profligate 
have,  by  their  example,  betrayed  into  vice 
— all  whom  the  impious,  by  pernicious 
principles,  have  alienated  from  virtue — all 
who,  by  any  influence,  or  even  by  any  omif- 
fion  of  others,  have  been  involved  in  diftref.', 
or  drawn  into  vice,  fliall  rife  up  in  the  judg- 
ment to  condemn  them. 

Above  all,  confcience  is  a  witnefs  tliat 
will  raife  a  faithful  and  decifive  teftimony 
at  that  tribunal.  All  our  aciions,  and  all 
our  principles  of  action,  all  our  fins,  and 
every  defeft  of  duty — our  actual  crimes,  and 
the  purpofes  of  the  heart  that  have  never 
been  brought  into  aft — the  evils  which  vre 
concealed  from  the  world,  and  thofe  which 
we  fludied  to  conceal  from  ourfelves,  all 
fhall  be  brouglit  to  light  by  it,  and  denoun- 
ced to  us  v/ith  a  voice  louder  than  the  thun- 
ders that  rend  the  univcrfe.— In  this  life, 
men  ilifle  its  diftatcs  and  rcmonllrances  in  u 
thoufand  ways.    Bufmefs  or  pleafure  pic- 
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vent  its  being  heard — inclination  and  the 
habits  of  vice  bias  its  decifions ;  and  Tin- 
ners, in  the  midft  of  their  crimes,  often  live 
in  a  great  degree  of  fecurity  and  peace. 
But  there,  no  more  caufes  of  felf-deception 
can  exift — nothing  can  arife  to  bias  its  judg- 
ment, or  to  ftifle  its  voice.  It  [peaks  with 
fearful  energy. — It  anticipates  the  fentence, 
and  vindicates  the  righteoufnefs  of  the  Su- 
preme Judge.  The  fmner  has  not,  in  per- 
ifhing,  the  miferable  confolation  of  faying 
that  his  fate  is  hard  or  unjuft.  His  fright- 
ful remorfe  confirms  the  decree  by  which 
he  is  configned  to  everlajling  burnings.  God 
hath  appointed  a  day  in  which  he  wiUjudge  the 
world  in  righteoujnefs. 

IV.  He  w^ill  judge  it,  finally,  by  that  man 
whom  he  hath  ordained.  Although  he  is  man 
he  comes  invefied  with  the  glories  of  the 
Deity,  and  armed  with  the  powers  of  om- 
nipotence. Once  he  fojourned  upon  earth 
for  our  falvation  ;  but  his  divinity  was  veil- 
ed under  the  frailties  of  human  nature — 
he  now  appears  upon  the  throne  of  the  uni- 
verfe  as  the  judge  of  the  quick  and  dead,  and 
the  fplcndors  of  the  godhead  feem  to  have 
abforbcd  in  themfelves  all  that  is  human. 
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— What  language  can  dcfcribe,  or  wliat 
thought  can  comprehend  that  power  that, 
with  a  word  diifolves  the  worlds  which, 
with  a  word,  he  had  created  ?  Who  can 
conceive  of  that  celeftial  effulgence  that 
will  make  the  radiance  of  the  fun  look  like 
darknefs — that  would  confume  mortals  if 
they  were  admitted  to  behold  it — and  that 
will  require  the  regenerated  powers  of  im- 
mortality to  enable  them  to  fullain  the  view. 
Ah  !  what  a  difference  between  the  manger 
and  the  ftalls  where  oxen  fed,  and  the  glo- 
rious throng  o^he'dv^nly  powers  and  dormn- 
ions  that  now  encircle,  and  wait  upon  their 
Lord !  What  an  infinite  difparity  between 
the  crofs  on  which  he  expired  for  the  re- 
demption, and  the  throne  on  which  he  fits 
for  the  judgment  of  mankind !  But,  on  this 
fubjett,  language  is  impotent,  and  the  mind 
fatigues  itfelf  m  vain  to  grafp  thofe  bound- 
lefs  ideas. 

His  glory  and  majefly  are  heightened  by 
the  dreadful  effefts  of  his  power,  and  the 
infinite  decifions  of  his  jufficc. — Of  each  Ut 
us  take  a  fhort  review. 

3D 
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John  beheld  him  in  vifion,  and  the  fun 
became  black  as  fackcloth  of  hair,  and 
the  moon  became  as  blood — and  before  his 
face  the  heaven  departed  as  a  fcroU  when 
it  is  rolled  together."*  "  In  that  day,  faith 
the  apoftle  Peter,  the  heavens  (hall  pafs  a- 
way  with  a  great  noife,  and  the  elements 
(hall  melt  with  fervent  heat — the  earth 
alfo,  and  the  w^orks  that  are  therein,  fliall 
be  burnt  up."t  From  the  foot  of  his  throne 
iffue  the  thunders  that  rend  the  world  to 
pieces,  and  the  lightnings  that  fet  it  on  fire. 
In  his  hands  he  carries  the  fates  of  men  and 
angels.  In  one,  he  holds  the  treafures  of 
divine  mercy — in  the  other  he  bears  the 

ftores  of  the  wrath  of  God,  Seated  in 

glory  inexprelhble,  he  calls  mankind  to 
judgment — he  hears  their  pleas — he  exam- 
ines their  life — he  produces  before  them  the 
teftimony  of  their  works. 

At  length,  it  remains  for  him  only  to 
pronounce  the  decifive  fentence.  The 
trumpet,  the  thunders,  the  lightnings,  the 
eartiiquake.%  and  the  flames  have  done  their 


*  Rev.  vi.  12 — 14. 
f  2  Peter  iii.  10. 
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office,  and  the  defolated  univcrR:  is  held  in 
profound  filence.  Already  the  fatal  repara- 
tion of  the  wicked  is  made  from  the  righte- 
ous. According  to  his  own  reprefcntation 
in  his  bleiTed  gofpel,  the  righteous  are  col- 
lefted  on  his  right  hand,  like  innocent 
Jlieep  under  the  proteclion  of  a  tender  and 
affectionate  ihepherd — the  wicked,  like  pur- 
fued  and  trembling  goats,  ranged  on  his 
left,  expeft  his  dreadful  decree.  Directing 
himfelf  to  the  right  with  infinite  complacen- 
cy, he  addreffes  thofe  pure  and  virtuous 
#  fouls  who  have  been  redeem.ed  out  of  all 
nations,  "  come  ye  bleffed  of  my  father,  in- 
herit the  kingdom  prepared  for  you  from 
the  foundation  of  the  world'' — /*nd,  in- 
ftantly,  you  behold  new  heavens,  and  a  nezo 
earth  wherein  dwelleth  righteoujnefs,  fp ring- 
ing from  the  ruins  of  the  old,  drefled  in  ce- 
leltial  beauty,  and  prepared  to  be  the  im- 
mortal habitations  of  the  bleflcd. — Then 
turning  to  the  left— this  is  not  a  picluic  of 
fancy — it  is  not  the  ih"u61urc  of  a  heated 
imaofination  that  often  builds  its  fables  on 
unreal  grounds,  it  is  the  xoordoj  God — turn- 
ing to  the  left,  he  pronounces  on  the  guilty 
the  fearful  decree  of  eternal  julUce — 
depart  ye  curfed  into  evcrlalling  lire  pre- 
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pared  for  the  devil  and  his  angels" — In- 
Itantly  all  the  thunders  of  heaven  break 
upon  them  ;  and  dov/n  they  are  impetuouf- 
ly,  and  irrefiftibly  driven  into  the  unfa- 
thomable abyfs  of  fire  and  fulphur,  whence 
the  Jmokc  of  their  torment  afcendeth  for 
ever  and  ever.  The  tremendous  covering 
of  Hell  clofes  upon  them,  and  the  everlaft- 
ing  bolts  of  itsTatal  doors  are  (hot  by  the 
hand  of  the  Almighty. — Oh!  my  foul! 
come  not  thou  into  their  fecrets,  nor  be 
partaker  of  their  end ! 

My  brethren,  this  fublime,  and  awful 
termination  of  the  world  has  not  been  re- 
vealed by  God  as  a  fubje6t  merely  of  curi- 
ous fcience.  I  have  not  chofen  it  to  amufe 
the  feafon  of  public  woriliip,  or  to  gratify 
that  love  of  grand  and  marvellous  fcenes 
fo  natural  to  man.  It  is  a  fubjeft  in  which 
we  have  the  deepeft  intereft,  and  which 
claims  to  have  the  moft  powerful  influence 
on  human  conduft.  It  is,  indeed,  one  of 
thofe  truths  moft  important  to  morals.  Mo- 
rals can  have  no  exiftence  among  mankind 
independent  on  the  idea  of  immortality, 
and,  conne6led  with  this,  of  the  final  and 
righteous  judgment  of  God.    Seeing  all 
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tliefe  things  Jliall  be  difolved,  what  manner  of 
perfons  ought  we  to  be  in  all  holy  converja- 
tion  and  godlinefs  ? 

Before  that  omnifcient  Judge,  in  whofe 
prefence  the  heavens  are  not  clean,  no  im- 
purity can  pafs  uncondemned,  no  hypocrify 
uncovered,  no  felf-deceit  undctefted.  Our 
whole  hiftory  fhall  be  developed.  And 
every  idle  word  that  men Jliall  /peak,  theyjhall 
give  account  thereof  in  the  day  of  judniwnt. 
What  an  air  of  folemnity  does  this  confider- 
tion  throw  over  the  whole  of  life  !  Over  its 
moft  vacant  as  well  as  its  moR  bufy  moments ! 
Over  its  lawful  amufemc^nts,  as  well  as  its 
ferious  offices !  They  all  have  a  relation  to 
that  day  of  trial,  and  to  our  everlafting  flate. 
This  life,  otherwife  fo  vain  and  fleeting,  ac- 
quires hence  a  reality  and  fubflance.  The 
judgment  ftamps  every  moment  of  it  with 
fome  charafter  of  immortality. — Whatever, 
therefore,  you  undertake  or  do,  in  the  light- 
eft  paftimes,  as  well  as  the  moft  important 
duties  of  life,  raife  your  thoughts  to  that 
deciftve  tribunal,  and  demand  of  your  own 
heart,  what  account  (hall  I  render  of  this  to 
God  my  judge  ?  A  wife  and  good  man  will 
do  nothing  which  he  will  fear  to  have  rc- 
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vealedathis  bar — he  will  engage  in  nothing 
in  which  he  will  not  be  willing  to  be  found 
at  his  appearance. 

But  who  may  abide  the  day  of  his  coming  ? 
and  who  fnalL  fand  when  he  appear eth  ?  He 
who  hath  clean  hands  and  a  pure  heart.  Pu- 
rity and  virtue  only,  fuflained  by  the  pro- 
mife  and  the  grace  of  the  Redeemer,  can 
appear  ferene  and  undifmayed  amidft  the 
univerfal  conllernation.  Virtue  is  a  mail 
of  adamant  that  cannot  be  hurt  in  the  con- 
vulfion  of  v/orlds.  The  good  man,  with 
humble  and  devout  triumph,  from  the  midfl 
of  the  chaos,  lifts  his  eyes  to  the  tribunal, 
and  in  his  Judge,  beholds  his  Saviour. — 
But  guilt  wail  aggravate  its  horrors  a  thou- 
fand  fold.  Then  fhall  they  cry  to  the  moun- 
tains and  the  rocks  jail  on  us  and  hide  us  from 
the  face  of  him  that  fttteth  on  the  throne,  and 
from  the  wrath  of  the  Lamb, for  the  great  day 
of  his  wrath  is  come,  and  who  fiall  be  able  to 
jland?  Wherefore,  beloved,  feeing  ye  look  for 
fuch  things,  be  diligent  that  ye  be found  of  him 
in  peace,  without  J  pot  and  blamelefs. 

Finally,  God  hath  left  this  day  in  an  in- 
terefiing,  and  awful  uncertainty  that  we 
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may  not  prefume  upon  time,  but  hold  our- 
felves  always  ready  for  its  approach.  Stand, 
therefore,  -with  your  loins  girded  and  your 
lampshurning;for you  know  not  ivhat  hour 
your  Lord -will  come.    At  midnight,  in  your 
moft  fecure  and  unfufpefting  moments,  ilie 
cry  may  be  made.  Wehaveno  affurance  that 
he  is  not  even  now  preparing  his  throne. — 
And  if,  at  this  moment,  he  fiiould  defccnd — 
if  the  heavens  above  our  heads  were  cleav- 
ing to  make  way  for  the  Judge — if  the 
flames  were  now  feizing  on  the  univerfe — 
and  the  trumpet  of  the  Arch-Angel  were 
calling  the  living  and  the  dead  to  judgment, 
how  are  we  prepared  for  the  great  event  ? 
Where  Ihould  we  ftand  ?  What  would  be 
your   deftiny  my  brethren?  O  viy  foul! 
what  would  be  thine  ? — Although  the  pe- 
riod of  the  world  is  not  arrived.  Death, 
who  is  the  melTenger  to  arrefl  us  for  judg- 
ment, is  always  near,  and  ready  to  feize  up- 
on his  prifoners.    And  in  whatever  fiate  l:e 
lays  upon  us  his  frozen  hand,  he  feals  us  up 
to  the  day  of  retribution.  My  beloved  breth- 
ren, let  us,  therefore,  be  ever  prepared  for 
the  moment  of  our  departure,  as  for  the  avr- 
ful  and  decifive  moment  of  our  judgment. 
And  grant,  O  righteous  and  mcrcilul  Judg  * 
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of  the  world !  through  the  merits  of  thy 
own  moft  precious  death  and  refurreftion, 
that,  in  that  day,  we  may  ftand  at  thy  right 
hand,  and  rife  with  thee  to  everlafting  Hfe  ! 

AMEN  ! 
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DISCOURSE  XVI. 

ON  THE   HAPPIXESS   OF   GOOD  MEM 
IN    A    FUTURE  STATE. 


Revelation  xiv.  13, 

That  they  may  rcjlfrom  their  labors,  and  their 
works  do  folloxv  them. 

THIS  is  the  benediclion  pronounced  by 
the  Spirit  of  God  on  thofe  who  die  in 
tJie  Lord.    It  was  probably  delivered  to 
that  beloved  difciple,  and  evangelical  pro- 
phet, who  is  generally  held  to  be  the  wri- 
ter of  the  revelations,  during  the  rage  of 
fome  of  thofe  dcftructive  perfccutions  that 
wafted  the  primitive  church.    The  faithful 
difciples  of  Chrift,  were  then  often  called 
to  feal  with  their  blood,  their  attachment 
to  their  Lord,  and  to  the  precious  truths 
which  they  had  received  from  him.  Their 
way  through  life  was  encompaffcd  v/ith 
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enemies^  they  v/ere  engaged  in  frequent  and 
arduous  conflitls,  expofed  to  perpetual  dan- 
gers, and  were  daily  obliged  to  meet  death 
iurrounded  with  thofe  circumftances  that 
render  it  moft  formidable  to  the  weaknefs 
of  human  nature.  To  eonfole  and  fupport 
them  under  fo  many  fufferings  and  trials, 
this  gracious  benediction  was  pronounced. 
But  it  is  not  confined  in  its  application  ta 
the  martyrs  who  glorified  their  Saviour  by 
an  illufirious,  but  painful  death.  As  every 
part  of  the  w^ord  of  God  is  of  general  ufe, 
fo  this  is  applicable  to  every  believer  wha 
dies  in  the  Lord — who  fincerely  profeffes  his 
name,  in  the  midft  of  a  finful  world — v/ho 
is  educated  in  his  fchool,  and  imbibes  his 
fpirit — and  who  is  united  to  him,  as  a  mem- 
ber to  the  head,  by  a  vital  faith.  In  virtue 
of  this  intimate  afid  indiffoluble  relation 
they  triumph  with  him  over  the  miferies  of 
life,  over  the  power  of  fin  the  fource  of  all 
our  other  evils,  over  the  terrors  of  death, 
and  over  the  dominion  of  the  grave. 

The  world  is  filled  with  many  caufes  of 
aflfliftion  and  difl:rels  to  every  good  man, 
that  muft  render  the  grave  to  him  at  length 
a  defirable  retreat.    And  the  promife  of 
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eternal  life,  after  his  labors  and  fufferings 
are  terminated  here,  offers  to  his  hooes  a 
ftate  of  peace  and  feliciiy,  after  which  he 
muft  often  fecretly  figh — He  Jlmll  reft  from 
his  labors,  and  his  zvorks  JliolL  follovj  him. 
Of  thefe  expreiTions,  both  of  which  are  fi- 
gurative, the  firft  implies  a  profound  and 
eternal  repofe,  not  only  from  all  the fatigues 
of  duty,  but  from  all  the  agitations,  the 
conflifls,  the  griefs,  the  miferies,  that* 
afflicl  this  mortal  (late.  Thefecond  points 
to  the  felicity  of  a  true  believer,  when  he 
fhall  finally  receive  the  reward  of  his  virtue, 
and  efpecially  of  his  pious  and  faithful 
labors  in  the  fervice  of  his  Redeemer. 

It  is  with  a  view  to  illuftrate,  as  far  as 
without  prefumption  I  may  attempt  it,  the 
future  happinefs  of  good  men  men,  I 
have  chofen  the  text,  which  I  make  the 
ground  of  the  following  difcourfe. 

They  reft  from  their  labors,  and  their  zvorks 
do  follow  them. 

Thefe  figures  point  out  to  them  a  double 
fource  of  happinefs — Refl,  and  Enjoy- 
ment. 
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They  rcjl  from  their  labors,  from  their 
toils,  from  their  fins,  from  their  temptations, 
from  their  fervices,  from  their  fulferings  in 
the  world — their  zcorks  follow  them  as  the 
foundation  of  their  eternal  felicity  in  the 
kingdom  of  Heaven. 

I.  In  the  firft  place,  the  happinefs  of  the 
pious  in  the  future  fiate  may  be  confidered 
as  a  delightful  reft  from  the  neceffary  evils 
and  fufferings  of  the  prefent  life. 

The  pilgrimage  through  which  man  is 
deftined  to  pafs,  is  befet  with  dangers,  and 
expofed  to  almoft  continual  caufes  of  af- 
flitlion  and  pain.  However  we  may  at- 
tempt to  exagerate  the  enjoyments  of  the 
world,  or  paint  them  in  the  deluhve  co- 
louring which  the  imagination  is  prone  to 
give  to  the  pleafures  of  fenfe  ;  certain  it  is 
that  the  moft  virtuous,  and  the  moft  happy 
of  men,  are  agitated  with  innumerable  foli- 
citudes,  and  have  innumerable  miferies  to 
deplore,  before  they  fubmit  to  death  the 
lall  of  human  miferies  upon  earth.  Youth^ 
which  is  ever  fanguine  and  full  of  hopes, 
may  not  feel — proiperity,  which  is  too  often 
blind  and  delirious,  may  deny  the  reallity 
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of  this  reprefentation  ;  but  time  will  verify 
it  to  all  men. — Has  not  time  verified  it  al- 
ready ?  Who  is  there  who  can  fay  that  he 
is  happy  ?  He  only  hopes  to  be  fo.  It  is 
hope,  not  poifelfion,  that  forms  the  princi- 
pal happinefs  of  life.  Were  we  cut  off  from 
the  refource,  and,  may  I  not  call  it,  the  fal- 
lacious folace  of  hope,  the  world  would 
have  little  left  by  which  to  attach  us  to  it. 
When  we  confider  how  much  we  fuffer  in 
the  prefent  (late,  from  the  errors  and  the 
weaknefs  of  the  underftanding — from  the 
heart,  that  anxious  feat  of  fo  many  irregular 
appetites,  and  tumultuous  paffions — from 
want— from  the  hatred  or  contempt  of 
others — from  the  lofs,  or  the  aiHifctions  of 
our  friends — from  reverfes  of  fortune — 
from  difappointed  expeftations — from  pains 
and  difeafes  that  prey  upon  the  body — 
from  fecret  griefs  that  undermine  and  con- 
fume  the  health — from  the  murderous  wea- 
pons of  avowed  enmity — from  the  arrows 
ftiot  in  the  dark  by  envy,  calumny,  and  per- 
fidious friendQiip— What  a  wretched  habi- 
tation is  the  earth  ?  W  hat  a  defirable  re- 
treat is  the  ^rave  ?  Death  yields  us,  at  laft, 
a  delightful  reft  from  fo  many  evils.  It 
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breaks  from  man  the  fetters  by  which  he 
is  enchained  to  his  miferies. 

As  thefe  miferies  flow  from  fm  as  their 
primar)^  caufe  ;  fo  fin  itfelf  is  eileemed  by  a 
good  man,  the  greateft  of  his  evils.  From 
its  hated  and  lamented  tyranny,  he  finds  in 
death  a  complete  and  eternal  refl:.  He  is 
delivered  from  tern. ptations  that  fo  frequent- 
ly harrafied  him,  that  put  his  virtue  to  the 
moft  painful  proofs,  and  often  (hook  it  to 
the  foundations — he  is  freed  from  the  er- 
rors and  prejudices  that  had  covered  his 
mind  with  dillreffing  clouds,  v>'hich  perplex- 
ed and  obfcurcd  to  him  the  law  of  his  duty 
- — he  is  forever  purified  from  thofe  frailties 
<ind  corruptions  which,  notwithftanding  his 
fanftification,  flill  adhered  to  him  in  this 
V7orld,  wounded  his  peace,  and  daily  pene. 
trated  his  heart  with  grief  at  the  tlirone  of 
grace.  In  the  grave  he  puts  off  this  body 
of  lin  and  death,  and  his  foul,  admitted  to 
its  heavenly  reft,  has  no  more  pains  to  en- 
dure, no  more  conflifts  with  tlie  world,  and 
its  ov>'n  rebellious  paffions  to  maintain,  no 
more  iraperfeftions  to  fill  itv.  ith  regret  or  to 
coveritwith  {hame,no  more  wants  to  fatisfy, 
no  more  evils  to  fuffcr.no  more  tears  to  flied. 
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No  more  (hall  he  offend  God,  infinitely 
holy  and  good,  whom  he  adored  and  loved^ 
even  in  thofe  moments  when  the  frailties  of 
his  nature  led  him  into  fin.  No  more  fhall 
he  be  expofed  to  the  feeret  fnares,  or  open 
alTaults  of  temptation,  nor  to  thofe  invitati- 
ons and  opportunities  fo  dangerous  to  the 
paffions.  Freed  from  the  irregular  impulfes 
of  the  fenfes,  of  the  imagination,  of  the 
heart,  and  delivered  from  an  impure  and 
imperfefl:  nature,  he  (hall  fin  no  m.ore. — 
From  an  elevated  point  of  view,  looking 
back  on  all  the  journey  of  life,contemplating 
its  evils,  and  its  dangers,  which  he  has  juit 
efcaped — its  follies,  its  offences,  and  its  falls 
which  have  fo  often  diifolved  him  in  repen- 
tance before  the  footfiool  of  divine  mercy^ 
with  what  unfpeakable  fatisfaftion  will  he 
fee  himfelf  arrived  at  a  fl:ate  of  everlafting 
repofe  from  all  his  fuiTerings,  and  his  fears, 
and  placed,  by  the  power  and  grace  of 
God,  in  a  happy  and  eternal  impotence  of 
finning ! 

I  add,  that  the  believer  in  dying,  for- 
fakes  -  this  wretched  world,  in  which 
he  had  lived,  in  fubmiffion  to  the  will 
of  God,  as  in  a  ftrange  land,  and  arrives  at 
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his  proper  home  ;  that  land  of  peace  and 
reft  which  he  had  fo  long  fought  to  find, 
and  to  which  he  was  continually  tending 
in  the  affeftions  and  defires  of  his  heart. — 
The  earth,  to  a  good  man,  is  a  ftate  of  ex- 
ile from  all  that  he  moft  fervently  loves, 
and  from  the  fources  of  his  deareft 
pleafures.  He  is  furrounded  with  all  the 
fatigues,  and  anxieties,  the  diftreffes  and 
wants  which  accompany  that  afflicled  con- 
dition ;  and  from  them  all  he  gains,  at 
death,  a  delightful  repofe  in  the  bofom  of 
his  heavenly  country.  The  children  of  this 
world,  enflaved  to  their  appetites,  whofe 
pleafures  do  not  rife  above  its  fenfual  and 
corrupted  fphere,  cannot  enter  into  thefe 
ideas.  The  prefent  life  bounds  their  enjoy- 
ments and  their  wifhes  ;  and  this  world  in 
which  they  w^ould  be  willing  to  live  forever, 
they  cannot  regard  as  a  place  of  exile.  But 
thofe  righteous  fouls  who  thirft  after  im- 
mortal perfeftion,  and  continually  afpire 
after  nearer  accefs  and  conformity  to  God, 
feel  themfclves  to  be  only  pilgrims  and 
Jtrangers  upon  earth,  and  while  they  pafs 
through  this  vale  of  tears,  they  figh  for  a 
bettei',  that  is  an  heavenly  country — for  that 
city  that  hath  eternal  foundations,  -whofi 
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builder  and  maker  is  God,  Often  they  rc- 
femble  the  exiled  and  difconfoiate  Jexvs 
by  the  rivers  of  Babylon,  when  they  hung  their 
harps  upon  the  wiUglVs,  and  fat  down  and 
tvept  ivhen  they  remembered  Zion.  They  are 
in  a  foreign  and  hoilile  land.  All  their 
pleafures  and  their  hopes  are  placed  in  the 
nezv  Jerufalem,  in  the  heavenly  Zion,  in  the 
city  and  temple  oj  the  living  God,  How  often, 
under  the  lively  impreflions  of  the  divine 
word ;  or  in  devout  retirement,  vvrapt  in 
the  contemplation  of  heavenly  things,  have 
they  been  ready  to  cry,  v/ith  the  holy 
Pfalmift  under  the  preffure  of  his  troubles. 
Oh  that  I  had  wincrs  like  a  dove  !  for 
then  would  I  flee  away  and  be  at  reft.'*'* 
Bleffed  citizens  of  Heaven !  banilhed,  at 
prefent,  to  thefe  abodes  of  mifery  and  vice, 
death  lhall  ere  long  furnifh  you  with  the 
wings  you  defire.  Then,  taking  your  im- 
mortal flight,  you  fliall  enter  the  delight- 
ful regions  of  that  celeftial  country  which, 
unfeen,  you  love,  and  take  pofTeffion  of 
your  celeftial  and  everlafting  home.  Blejfed 
are  the  dead  zoho  •  die  in  the  Lord  ;  for  they 
rejljroin  their  labors,  from  their  futferings^ 
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from  their  fins,  from  their  griefs,  from  all 
the  fatigues,  the  folicitudes,  and  pains  of 
this  mortal  exile. 

The  road  of  virtue  was  faid  by  the  an- 
cients to  be  up-hill,  and  to  rife  along  the  fide 
of  a  mountain,  every  where  filled  with^craggs 
and  precipices  of  fteep  and  laborious  afcent, 
and  encompafied  with  dangers  that  require 
the  greateft  vigilance  and  fortitude,  to  efcape 
or  overcome.  This  reprefcntation  has  fo 
much  truth  that  the  faithful  difcharge  of 
the  duties  that  lie  upon  us  as  men,  as  citi- 
zens, and  as  chriftians,  requires  the  moll 
vigilant  attentions,  and  frequently  the  mod 
arduous,  painful  and  perfevering  labors. 
And  the  difficulties  and  o.ppofuions  with 
which  we  meet  from  our  hearts,  from  our 
infirmities,  and  from  the  world,  will  never 
fulfer  us  to  intermit  our  attentions,  or  to 
ceafe  our  exertions. 

Some  labors,  and  folicitudes  there  are 
peculiar  to  the  minifters  of  the  gofpel,  or, 
if  not  peculiar,  v/hich  affect  them,  in  a  high- 
er degree  than  other  men,  arifing  from  the 
hofiilities  of  the  world  againft  religion  which 
they  are  called  to  combat — from  the  crimes 
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oF  finners  againfl:  which  they  have  at  once 
to  remonftrate  and  to  pray — iVom  the  errors 
or  the  coldnefs  of  the  vifible  difciples  of 
Chrifl,  over  which  they  are  obhged  in  fecret 
to  weep — from  the  pride  and  infolence  of 
power  and  wealth  which  are  ready  to  tram- 
ple with  contempt  on  an  humbled  and  mor- 
tified profeihon — [rom  the  infirmities  and 
fins  of  their  own  hearts  w^hich  afflict  them 
fo  much  the  more  as  their  callinj^  is  more 
holy,  and  as,  miniftering  at  the  altar,  they 
approach  nearer  to  God  than  other  men — 
in  a  word,  from  the  arduous  funflions  in 
which  they  are  engaged.  Although  many 
confolations  accompany  the  duties  of  a  pi- 
ous miniiter  of  religion,  when  he  confiders 
that  all  the  facrifices  he  makes,  and  the 
pains  he  endures  are  for  the  glory  of  his 
Redeemer,  and  the  higheft  interells  of  man- 
kind, yet  they  are  often  attended  with  fa- 
tigues thatexhauft  the  body,  and  cares  that 
harrafs  the  mind,  and  often  are  they  embit- 
tered by  many  fecret  caufes  of  ^ffliftion  and 
grief.  From  all  thefe  evils  he  obtains  at 
death  an  everlalling  releafe  in  that  bleffed 
region,  v/here  "  God  fhall  v/ipe  away  all 
tears  from  their  eyes,  and  there  fhall  be  no 
more  death,  neither  forrov,'  nor  crvinr/; 
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neither  fliall  there  be  any  more  pain.""* 
"  And  the  ranfomed  of  the  Lord  Pnall  come 
toZion  with  fongs,  and  everlalling  joy  up- 
on their  heads  ;  and  they  fhal!  obtain  joy 
and  p;hidners,  and'forrow  and  fiirhinsr  fliall 
flee  away/'t  Oh  hov7  defirable  to  retreat 
from  all  thefe  griefs,  thefe  conflifts,  thefe 
wearifome  toils,  thefe  anxious  cares,  to  an 
eternal  rell !  A  reft  where  the  fervice  of  the 
Redeemer,  which  forms  the  glory  and 
felicity  of  the  pious  foul,  fhall  never  be 
intermitted  ;  and  where  it  {hall  be  forever 
free  from  all  the  imperfetiions  that  mar, 
and  from  all  the  fufferin^s  that  afllicl 
it  in  this  mortal  ftate.  As  the  firft  fubjecl 
of  confideration  concerning  the  future  hap- 
pinefs  of  good  men,  fuggefted  in  the  text, 
is  Reft, 

II.  The  fecond  is  enjoyment — "  their 
works  do  follow  them." 

This  figurative  language  evidently  points 
to  that  high  -dXiApofilroe  ftate  of  felicity  Vv^hich 
the  faints  flaall  enjoy  in  heaven,  which  is 
the  confequence  and  reward  of  their  w^orks. 


*  Revelations  xxi.  3. 
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It  conveys  to  us  alfo,  in  the  mode  of  cxpref- 
fion,  two  other  truths  of  the  highefl  impor- 
tance— the  firft,  that  the  habits  of  a  holy  life 
are  neceffary  to  qualify  men  for  the  poiTef- 
fion  of  heaven  ;  becaufe,  without  them, 
they  neither  could  defire  it  as  their  abode, 
nor  could  they  enjoy  the  pure  and  fpiritual 
pleafures  that  conftitute  to  the  pious,  the 
happinefs  of  the  place. — The  fecond,  that 
their  rewards  there  (hall  be  proportioned  to 
the  advances  they  have  made  in  the  divine 
life;  and  to  the  labors  they  have  endured, 
the  dangers  they  have  encountered,  and  the 
fervices  they  have  performed  for  the  benefit, 
and  above  all,  for  the  falvation  of  mankind, 
which  is  the  fervice  of  Jefus  Chrift,  their 
matter  and  their  Lord.  On  this  fubjeft  the 
apoftle  Paul  hath  taught  us,  he  that  fow- 
eth  fparingly  (hall  reap  fparingly,  and  he 
that  fov/eth  bountifully  fliall  alfo  reap  boun- 
tifully.''* There  is  one  glory  of  the  Sun,  and 
another  glory  of  the  Moon,  and  another  glo- 
ry of  the  Stars,  and  one  Star  differeth  from 
another  in  glory  ;  fo  alfo  fhall  it  be  in  the 
refurreQion  of  the  dead."t    The  moft  pi- 
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ous,  faithful,  and  fuccefsful  fervants  of  Jefus 
Chriftfliall  [hine  wich  the  higheft  lullre,  and 
enjoy  the  moil  confummate  happinefs  in  his 
eternal  kingdom.  What  an  animating  mo- 
tive was  this  to  the  fortitude  of  the  primitive 
martyrs  !  What  an  iiluftrious,  what  a  divine 
encouragement  is  it  to  the  duty  of  every 
believer  in  Chrift  !  If  he  does  not  reap  his 
reward  in  this  world,  he  (hall  receive  one 
proportionably  more  rich  and  glorious  in 
the  world  to  come;  where  "  the  wife  (hall 
fhine  as  the  brightnefs  of  the  firmament,  and 
they  that  turn  many  to  righteoufnefs  as  the 
ftars  forever  and  ever/  '"'  Let  us  my  breth- 
ren, remember,  however,  the  great  and  fun- 
damental doccrine,  laid  by  the  apoflles  at 
the  foundation  of  our  hopes,  that  "  it  is  not 
by  coorks  of  righteoufnefs  which  we  have 
done,  but  by  grace  we  are  faved."  Thofe 
works  cannot  be  prefented  at  the  throne  of 
divine  jufiice,  as  forming  any  abfolute  claim 
to  the  rewards  of  heaven  ;  but  they  become, 
by  the  gracious  promife  of  God,  the  title  of 
a  believer  to  a  recompence  that  infinitely 
tranfcends  any  claim  that  can  be  grounded 
on  the  merit  of  human  obedience.  They 
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follow  him,  not  as  a  meritorious  meafure  ; 
but  as  meafuring,  fo  to  fpeak,  the  infinite 
proportions  of  divine  grace  and  of  heavenly 
glory. 

The  gradations  of  rank,  fplendor  and 
felicity  in  the  kingdom  of  heaven,  are  but 
faintly  and  obfcurely  marked  to  us  in  holy 
fcripture.  It  is  more  eafy  to  impart  to 
minds  like  ours  fome  general  apprehenfions 
of  the  glory  and  perfeftion  of  the  ftate  of 
heaven,  than  nicely  to  trace  its  degrees.  A 
fcale  of  this  kind  requires  a  knowledge  of 
the  fubjefl:  more  accurate  and  juft  than  our 
limited  faculties  are  able  to  receive  even 
from  the  holy  fpirit  of  infpiration.  Such  a 
Jcale  v/as  not  neceffary  to  the  end  for  which 
this  revelation  was  made  to  the  divine  St. 
John,  which  was  to  encourage  the  martyrs 
in  their  mortal  conflitts.  Their  cruel  fuf- 
ferings  and  their  unfhaken  firmnefs,  would 
indeed,  procure  for  them  a  higher  rank  in 
the  order  of  the  heavenly  flate,  than  others 
fhould  attain,  vdio  had  not  been  called  to 
give  the  fame  heroic  proofs  of  their  fidelity 
to  their  Lord.  But  it  is  the  expetled  gloiy 
and  felicity  of  that  Rate,  that  fuflains  the 


424       The  Happinefs  of  Good  Men 


courage  of  a  chriftian,  and  enables  him  to 
triumph  over  the  moll  formidable  pains  of 
death. 

This  felicity  and  glory  is  the  fubject  chief, 
ly  pointed  at  m  the  text^  and  that  to  which 
without  entering  into  any  reprefentation 
that  mufi;  at  belt  be  fanciful,  concerning  the 
*  economy,  and  the  gradations  of  rank  that 
may  take  place  in  the  kingdom  of  God,  I 
fhall  limit  my  view  in  the  remaining  part  of 
this  difcourfe. — But  how  Ihall  we  defcribe 
that  wd:iich  eye  hath  not  feen,  nor  ear  heard^ 
and  of  which  it  hath  not  entered  into  the  heart 
of  man  to  conceive  !  It  vrould  require  the 
colours  of  heaven  and  a  divme  pencil  to 
reprefent  that  celeftial  city  w-hich  hath  no 
need  of  the  Sun,  neither  of  the  Moon  to 
Ihine  in  it :  for  the  glory  of  the  Lord  doth 
licrhten  it,  and  the  Lamb  is  the  licrht  thereof. 
And  the.nations  of  them  that  are  faved  fhall 
w^alk  in  the  light  of  it,  and  there  (hall  in  no 
wife  enter  into  it  any  thing  that  defileth, 
neither  whatfoever  worketh  abomination, 
or  maketh  a  lie  ;  but  they  who  are  written 
in  the  Lamb's  book  of  life.''- 


*  Rev.  xii.  23,  24—  27. 
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The  improvements,  and  the  fublime  pcr- 
fedion  of  human  nature  fhall  be  correfpon- 
dent  to  the  glory  of  its  habitation.  But 
both,  perhaps,  are  equally  out  of  the  reach 
of  our  conceptions  at  prefent.  We  muft  ac- 
tually have  attained,  before  we  can  fully 
comprehend,  thofe  immortal  powers  with 
which  the  body  fhall  be  raifed  from  fiKe  grave, 
and  re-united  to  the  foul,  purified  and  ex- 
alted by  a  nearer  approach  to  God.  It  is 
raifed  faith  the  apolile  in  incorruption — in 

glory — in  power.  It  is  raifed  a  Jpiyii- 

ual  body!"^ — Ma/k  that  bold  and  extraor- 
dinary ffgu  re.    It  is  allied  in  its  elTerxCe  to 

the   immortal  fpirit  compofed  of  the 

mofl  pure  and  afiive  principles  of  m^atter 
that  refemble  the  purity  and  activity  01 
the  foul — incorruptible  in  its  organization 
like  the  diamond — fplendid  in  its  ap- 
pearance like  the  fun — rapid  and  pow- 
erful in  its  movements  like  the  lightning, 
that  bears  in  its  courfe  an  image  of  the  ' 
omnipotence  of  the  Creator. 

The  foul,  purged  from  the  dregs  of  fin, 
fiiall  bear  a  higher  refemblance  ot  the  per- 
feSion  of  God  in  vrhofe  image  it  v/as  firft 
3  G 
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created.  Its  intelleft  fliall  be  boundlefsly 
enlarged — its  affeftions  {hall  be  directed 
with  immortal  and  unceafing  ardor  to  the 
eternal  foiirce  of  love — and  we  have  reafon 
to  believe  that  it  fliall  enjoy  the  power  of 
unlimited  excurfion  into  the  works,  and,  if  I 
may  fpeak  fo,  into  the  effence  of  the  Deity. 

On  a  fubjeft  of  which  it  is  fo  far  beyond 
the  prefent  powers  of  the  human  mind  ade- 
quately to  conceive,  it  becomes  us  to  fpeak 
with  modefty  and  caution.  In  judging  of 
it,  reafon  affords  no  lights  to  guide  us — the 
fires  of  the  imagination  will  only  miflead  us 
— we  mull  take  our  ideas  folely  from  the 
fcriptures  of  truth.  And  when  we  collefl 
together  all  that  thofe  fublime  oracles  of 
w^ifdom  have  faid  upon  this  fubjeft,  and 
take  from  the  whole,  thofe  general  views 
which  they  give  of  the  flate  and  felicity  of 
Heaven,we  may  range  them  under  the  heads 
of  its^/<9?;>' — its  iimnutability — and  its  eternity. 

Its  glory — "  It  doth  not,  indeed,  yet  ap- 
pear Vv^hat  we  fliall  be,  but  we  know  that 
when  he  fliall  appear,  we  fliall  be  like  him, 
for  we  fliall  fee  him  as  he  is."^- — There  the 


^  1  John  iiu  2. 


in  a  Future  State,  427 


redeemed  fliall  dwell  in  the  prefcnce  of 
God,  who  alone  can  fill  the  unlimited  ex- 
tent of  their  defires — there  they  live  in  the 
delightful  exercife  of  an  eternal  love,  and 
in  the  full  polfefTion  of  all  that  can  render 
them  fupremely  bleffed — for,  "  in  his  pre- 
fence  is  fuUnefs  of  joy,  and  at  his  right 
hand  are  pleafures  forever  more.'"* 

There  they  ceafe  not  celebrating  in  fongs 
of  extacy,  the  infinite  perfections  of  God, 
and  the  boundlefs  riches  of  redeeming  love* 

Hallelujah  !  Salvation,  and  glory,  and 
honor,  and  power  unto  the  Lord  our 
God/'t  Worthy  is  the  Lamb  that  was  {lain 
to  receive  power,  and  riches,  and  wifdom^ 
and  ftrength,  and  honor,  and  glory,  and  blef. 
fing  There,  according  to  the  emblemati- 
cal language  of  the  revelations,  they  are  feat- 
ed  on  thrones,  and  receive  from  his  hands 
c^leflial  diadems — for,  faith  the  fpirit, they 
fliall  7'e2gn  with  him  forever  and  ever/'^ 

If  human  nature,  notwithftanding  all 
its  prefent  imperfections,   is  deftined  to- 

*  Pfalms  XV i.  ii. 
f  Revelations  xix.  i. 
j  Revelations  v.  12. 
§  Revelatioas  xxii.  5. 
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fuch  improvement  and  felicity,  much  more 
is  it  reafonable  to  believe  that  the  eternal 
habitations  of  the  pious,  and  the  temple 
of  the  immediate  prefence  of  God,  are 
infinitely  fuperior  in  fplendor  and  glo- 
ry to  all  that  we  now  behold  in  the  fubhm- 
eft,  or  the  moft  beautiful  works  of  na- 
ture. When  this  veil  of  fenfe  fhall  be 
w'ithdraw^n,  what  an  unutterable  fcene  of 
wonders  fliall  be  difclofed  !  Imagination 
cannot  pifture  them,  language  cannot  de- 
fcribe  them,  we  have  no  powers,  at  pre- 
fent,  capable  of  admitting  or  fuftaining  the 
vievr.  Could  we  fuppofe  a  mole  that  gro- 
vels in  the  earth,  enveloped  in  abfolute 
darknefs,  and  circumfcribed  to  a  fevv^  inches, 
to  be  endued  with  the  powers  of  vifion  and 
reafon,  and  fuddenly  admitted  to  contem- 
plate, with  the  eye  of  Gallileo,  or  the  mind 
of  Newton,  the  fplendors  and  boundlefs  ex- 
tent of  the  univerfe,  its  ravirnm.ents,its  tranf- 
ports,  its  extafies,  w^ould  afford  but  a  faint 
image  of  the  raptures  of  the  foul  opening 
her  immortal  view  on  the  glories  of  that 
celeftial  world. 

But  the  glory  of  the  heavenly  ftate  con- 
fifts  not  only  in  the  augmented  powers  of 
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human  nature,  and  the  external  magnifi- 
cence that  adorns  it,  but  in  the  holy  and 
devout,  and,  may  I  not  add,  the  benevolent 
and  focial  pleafures  that  reign  there. 

There  the  pure  in  heart  fee  God/'* — 
there  they  know  even  as  alfo  they  are 
known't — there  they  love  without  fm  him 
whom  it  was  their  fupreme  delight  to  con- 
template and  to  love  on  earth. — And  if, 
with  the  divine  philofopher  cf  Gre^e,  I 
may  venture  to  fpeak  fo,  there  they  mingle 
themfelves  with  God. — But  this  is  a  fubjeft 
which  I  dare  not  touch.  I  fear  to  profane  it 
by  the  imperfeft  colouring,  or  the  mifguid- 
ed  fervors  of  fenfe. — Sometimes  the  humble 
and  devout  believer,  in  the  communion  of 
his  foul  with  God,  or  in  the  celebration  of 
the  precious  myfteries  of  his  grace  in  his 
temples  here  below  has  enjoyed  fuch  difcov- 
eries  of  his  infinite  goodnefs  and  mercy  as 
have  been  almoft  too  powerful  for  the  feeble 
frame  of  flefh  and  blood — Ah !  what  then 
will  be  the  manifeftations  of  Heaven !  My 
beloved  brethren,  an  Almighty  power,  a 
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celeflial  regeneration  will  be  necefTarv  to 
enable  you  to  fuftain  the  unutterable  blifs  ! 

I  have  ventured  to  mention  alfo  the  focial 
and  benevolent  pleafures  of  that  ftate.  And 
it  will  not,  perhaps,  be  the  fmalled  part  of 
the  felicity  of  pious  fouls  to  enter  into  the 
fociety,  to  participate  the  joys,  and  to  re- 
ceive the  congratulations  of  thofe  perfeft 
fpitits  who  have  never  fallen  from  their 
rectitude,  and  of  the  faints  redeemed  from 
among  men,  who  have  gone  before  them  to 
take  pofleffion  of  their  promifed  reft. — 
"  There  is  joy  in  Heaven,  faith  Chrift,  over 
one  (inner  that  repenteth*'' — how  much 
greater  will  be  their  joy,  when  he  has  efca- 
ped  the  dangers  of  the  world,  when  he  has 
no  more  caufe  of  repentance,  when  he  has 
kept  the  faith,  when  all  his  conflifts  and 
temptations  are  finiflied,  and  he  has  arrived 
at  the  end  of  his  courfe  where  nothing  fhall 
even  be  able  aorain  to  fliake  the  fecuritv  of 
his  ftate,  or  to  impair  the  plenitude  of  his 
happinefs  ?  What  high  enjoyment  will  it  be 
to  meet  there  his  fellow  travellers  through 
the  dangerous  pilgrimage  of  life,  efcaped 
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from  its  pollutions  and  its  fnares.  To  meet 
there  with  Abraham,  Ifaac^  and  Jacob  and 
all  the  prophets,"  with  all  the  holy  apolHes 
and  martyrs  of  Chrift  !  To  meet  there  the 
friends  who  were  mod  dear  to  him  on  earth, 
whole  fouls  were  mingled  with  his  !  To 
meet  there  his  fellow  Chriltians  out  of  eve- 
ry denomination,  on  whom,  perhaps,  he 
had  been  accuftomed  to  look  with  dif- 
truft  and  jealoufy !  Nay  more,  to  meet 
there  devout  men  like  Cornelius  from  every 
nation  under  Heaven  ;  and  to  fee  the  grace 
of  God  infinitely  more  extended  than  thofe 
narrow  limits  which  probably  his  prejudi- 
ces had  prefcribed  to  it  !  What  immortal 
confolations  muft  fill  the  breafls  of  thofe 
who  "  are  come  unto  mount  Zion,  unto  the 
city  of  the  living  God,  the  heavenly  Jeru- 
falem,  and  to  an  innumerable  company  of 
angels,  to  the  general  alFembly  oftheChurch 
of  the  firft  born,  who  are  written  in  Hea- 
ven, and  to  God  the  Judge  of  all,  and 
to  the  fpirits  of  juil  men  made  perfeft/^'"' 

The  immutability  of  the  happinefs  of 
Heaven  is  another  charafter  of  it,  that  de- 
fer ves  our  confi deration.    The  power  of 

*  Hebrews  xil.  22,  23. 
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God  will  place  the  redeemed  beyond  the 
influence  of  temptation  and  fin,  and  the  per- 
fection of  the  heavenly  ftate  will  forever  ex- 
empt them  from  all  thofe  caufes  of  frailty 
and  change  that  exiil  upon  earth.   It  knows 
no  change  except  that  of  continual  pro- 
grelTicn.    The  principal  value  of  all  our 
fburces  of  enjoyment  m  this  world  is  def- 
troyed  by  their  inftability.    Every  object 
here  is  mutable,  and  difappoints  thofe  who 
expeci  permanent  felicity  from  it,  and  piei'- 
ces  through  with  viany  Jorrows  thofe  v/ho  at- 
tempt to  lean  upon  it.    Even  the  comforts 
that  flow  from  religion  in  the  prefent  life 
are  variable  and  uncertain,  becaufe  the 
fanctification  of  the  believer  is  ftill  partial 
and  imperfeft.  But,  in  Heaven,  being  per- 
fectly holy,  he  fliall  be  completely  and  im- 
mutably happy. 

Eternity  is  the  idea  that  crowns  and  en- 
riches the  whole.  There  ihall  be  no  more 
death,''  faith  ihi^arden,  the  faithful  and  true 
xcitnefs.  The  felicity  of  the  faints,  like  the 
being  of  God,  (hall  be  interminable. — 
Glorious  and  confolatory  truth  !  I  would 
willingly  afiift  your  minds  to  frame  fome 
meafures  of  an  immortal  exiaence.  but  how 
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fliall  we  meafure  a  fubjeft  that  To  far  fur- 
paffes  our  feeble  conceptions  ?  Number 
theitars  that  fill  the  fky — reckon  the  lands 
upon  the  fea  ihore — count  the  drops  in  the 
immeafurable  ocean — compute  the  atoms 
that  compofe  the  globe — multiply  them  by 
millions  of  years,  and  when  this  amazing 
fuccelfion  of  duration  fliall  have  been  fin- 
ifhed,  and  repeated  as  many  times  as  are  e- 
qual  to  its  own  units,  eternity  will  be  but 
beginning — Beginning  !  It  cannot  be  faid 
to  be  begun.  It  is  wrong  to  apply  any 
term  which  meafures  progreffion,  to  that 
which  has  no  period. 

In  this  aftonifhing  and  boundLfs  idea  the 
mind  is  overv/helmed  !  What  a  glory  does 
it  ihed  over  the  inheritance  of  the  faints  in 
light  !  How  ftrongly  is  it  calculated  to 
awaken  the  defires  of  a  believer  after  the 
reft  that  remaineth  for  the  people  of  God  !  I 
may  add,  how  well  is  it  fitted  to  confole 
thofe  who  mourn  over  their  friends  who 
fleep  in  Jefus  !  If,  at  any  time,  the  mind  is 
ready  to  fink  under  the  weight  of  its  fulfer- 
ings  in  the  prefent  life,  and  to  repine  at  the 
will  of  God,  will  it  not  become  patient,  and 
'  even  thankful  again,  when  it  looks  forward 
to  that  immortal  bleffednefs  to  winch  every 
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calamity  that  tends  to  crufh  this  frail  tene- 
ment of  clay,  is  only  haftening  our  paffage  ? 
"  For  our  light  afflictions,  which  are  but  for 
a  moment,  work  out  for  us  a  far  more  ex- 
ceedmg  and  eternal  weight  of  glory  ;  w^hile 
%ve  look  not  at  the  things  which  are  feen, 
but  at  the  things  which  are  not  feen  ;  for 
the  things  which  are  feen  are  temporal,  but 
the  things  which  are  not  feen  are  eter- 
nal.'* 

Blcjfed  are  the  dead  xcho  die  in  the  Lord  ! 
yea  faith  the  Spirit,  that  they  may  refi  jrom 
their  labors,  and  their  woiks  do  Jollow  thevi  ! 
What  a  confolatory,  what  a  fublime  and  glo- 
rious objeft  is  here  prefented  to  the  faith 
and  hope  of  good  men,  and  confirmed  by 
the  faithful  affeverations  of  the  fpirit  of 
truth!  AH  the  fufferings,  induced  by  fin  in 
the  prefent  life,  there  come  to  an  everlafting 
period — all  the  joys  that  human  nature  ex- 
alted and  improved  with  immortal  powers 
can  fufi.ain,  (hall  be  poflefled  by  the  re- 
deemed, and  fhall  continually  increafe  in 
an  endlefs  progreffion.  There  you  behold 
them  in  the  midil  of  their  heavenly  coun- 
try from  which  they  fhall  be  no  more  ex- 
iled— there  they  contemplate  without  a  veil, 

#  Ccr.  iy.  17,  18, 
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in  the  clear,  unclouded  vifion  of  heaven, 
the  adorable  perfections  of  God — they  be- 
hold him  enthroned  in  glory  ineffable, 
whence  he  difpenfes  happinefs  to  countlefs 
myriads  of  blelfed  fpirits — Rivers  of  plea- 
fure  iffue  from  the  foot  of  the  eternal  throne 
— they  bathe  themfelves  in  thofe  pure  and 
celeftial  ftreams — they  are  abforbed  in  ex- 
tacies  of  a  divine  and  immortal  love.. 

My  brethren  !  what  an  animating  motive 
to  perfect  holinefs  in  the  fear  of  God,  is  pro- 
pofed  to  your  faith  in  the  bleffed  promife 
of  life  and  immortality  !  What  a  reward 
for  all  the  labours,  and  felf- denials  of  vir- 
tue !  What  a  confolation  under  all  the  af- 
fliftions  of  life  !  The  happmefs  of  hea- 
ven is  effentially  connected  with  purity  of 
heart,  with  fanclity  of  manners,  and  with 
ufefuln  fs  of  living.  And  your  progrefs 
in  thefe  divine  qualities  (hall  be  the  meafurc 
of  your  eternal  felicity.  The  path  of  per- 
fect virtue,  indeed,  is  laborious,  and  often 
paffes  in  its  courfe  over  fteep  and  difficult 
afcents.  Our  paffions  frequently  render 
extremely  painful  the  facrihces  which  duty 
requires.  We  are  obliged  to  combat  with 
the  world,  its  interefts,  its  pleafures,  its  ex- 
amples^ its  folicitations,  and,  ilill  more,  to 
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rnaintain  a  conftant  confli^  with  ourfelveSr 
But,  contemplate  the  lublime  recompence 
which  religion  confers  on  thefe  labours  and 
thefe  facrifices,  and  they  are  arduous  -  no 
longer.  What  are  the  enticements  by 
which  vice  would  enfnare  the  heart,  and 
withdraw  it  from  virtue,  compared  with 
that  fullncjs  of  joy  is  in  the  prejence  oj 
God,  and  thofe  rivers  of  pleafu  e  tliat  flow 
'i\t  his  right  handjorever  more!  What  are 
the  labours  or  dangers  of  duty  compared 
with  its  triumphant  reward  !  Endure  hard- 
nejs,  tiierefore,  as  good  foidiers  of  Ch  ijl  Je- 
Jus,  remembering  that  thefe  fhort  conliicls 
lhall,  ere  long,  gain  for  you  crowns  of  vic- 
tory, and  encircle  you  with  immortal  glory. 

Finally,  this  hope  affords  a  good  man  the 
beft  confolation  under  afFiiclion.  All  the 
neceffary  evils  of  life  will  foon  be  ended,  and 
\n\\  open  to  him  a  p  ^aceful  entrance  into  the 
joy  of  his  Lord,  If  difeafe  and  pain  are  haf- 
tening  his  return  to  the  daft  from  which  he  was 
taken,  v/hy  fhould  he  repine,fmce  they  are  at 
the  fame  time  bringing  him  to  thofe  living 
fountains  of  immortal  health,where  God Jliall 
xoipe  away  all  tears  from  his  eyes?  If  the 
deareft  ties  of  friendfhip,  or  of  iove  are  bro- 
ken afunder,  ar.d  his  heart  is  torn  by  cruel 
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bereavements  :  reli^rion  enables  him  to  find 
a  fweet  repofe  in  God  his  bell  friend,  and 
conducts  his  hopes  to  a  fpeedy  and  dehght- 
ful  re-union,  in  the  regions  o't  the  blclicd,. 
with  thofe  pure  and  virtuous  louls  who  were 
here  moil  dear  to  his  heart.  In  like  manner, 
if  poverty  overwhelm  him,  or  his  fairell  pof- 
feihons  have  been  blaited  by  the  ilroke  of  di- 
vine providence,  are  they  not  mhnuely  more 
than  coinpenfated  in  tiiat  licuvenLy  inherit- 
ance  to  which,  by  divine  grace,  he  is  born  ? 
— And,  when  death  comes  to  diiTolve  the 
temporary  and  decaying  tabernacle  ia 
which  he  had  fojourned  in  tins  barren  wil- 
dernefs,  can  he  be  difmayed,  or  yield  to  im- 
pious fears,  when  he  fees  beyond  its  Hood 
the /^?2ii  <9/ promifed  r^/,  in  which  there  is 
prepared  for  him  a  building  of  God,  an  luujC 
not  made  loith  hands,  eternal  in  the  hea:cc/u  f 

Blejfed  are  the  dead  who  die  in  the  Lord — 
yeajaith  the  Spirit,  ihit  they  may  reft  from 
their  labours,  and  Jicir  worL  do Jollow  them  ! 

AiMEN. 

FINIS. 


A  LIST  OF  ERRORS, 

Which  the  Reader  is  requejied  to  cor  red,  o-jjing  to  the  reinoU 
ftiuation  of  the  Author  from  the  Prefs, 

Page  II,  line  i6,  before  rancour  infert  the 
Page  26,  line  24,  for  dreadful,  read  fearfid 
Page  41,  line  25,  for  amhitous,  read  amhitioui 
Page  46,  line  14,  for  caft  of  read  cafi  off 
Page  99,  line  21,  for  propably,  rtdid.  probably 
Page  119,  line  i,  for  the,  read  all 
Page  121,  line  3,  for  refiecling,  read  U7irefle5ling 
Page  122,  line  6,  for  affe-atial  vc2.dL  effential 
Page  126,  note,  iox  pecker effe,  read  pechereffe 
Page  169,  line  15,  ftrike  out  /(? 
Page  213,  line  13,  before  citizens  good 
Page  216,  line  22,  for  from,  read  hy 

do.  line  23,  for  receive,  read  hear 

do.  line  24,  after  defiiny  infert  pronounced* 
Page  290,  line  13,  for  //^^  read  an 
Page  309,  line  3,  for  dre^M  read  ^/r^jow 
Page  318,  note,  line  i,  ior  illuminatti,  read  illuminati 
Page  321,  line  3,  after  but,  infert  they 
Page  331,  line  4,  for  friendly,  read  /W// 
I^^g^  33^*  li^^s  9>  for  hreafis,  read  /r^r^z/? 
Page  353,  line  12,  for  currupt,  read  corrupt 
Page  370,  line  8,  for  //f^^,  read^'o« 

do.  line  9,  for  ir/^£'7;/,  read  you 
Page  384,  line  12,  after  pofierity  infert  — 

do.  line  14,  ftrike  out  —  before  on 
Page  387,  line  10,  for  deflrariion,  read  diftraCiioJt 
Page  405,  line  7,  for  uncovered,  read  undifcovsred 
Page  41 1,  line  18,  ftrike  out  7/ien 
Page  430,  line  21,  for  ^f^^/r  read  r7£rr 
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